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1 © + COMMERCIAL CRREDIr. 

The report of hs ſelect commit eos 
the reaſon of the preſent bern on commercial credit, 
Was bow 88 e the 1 7 x Err The re- 


was teal at 171 LI AAS 
. following is a:copy of the tf oF THz SeLzcr Con- 
MITTEE appointed to-take into conſideration the preſent ſtate 
of Commercial Credit, 12 to report their opinion and obſer- 
vations thereupon to the Houſe of Commons. 


The Select Committee, appSifited"ts take „ent en 
the preſent ſtate of Commercial Credit, and to report their 
opinion and EARS N 8 to the Houſe of Com- 

| mons; þ b Falk % FAY 9 15 


Have thoug it incum on them, in proceed to exe 
cute the orde e — Lng direct their — to three | 
CI ON ſt experienced or th 
irſt.— e dimcu ies at preſent e or the 
* Probability of their continuance and increaſe,” are of f 
urgent Importance to the public intereſt, ee et] 
Py . interpoſition, of the legiſlature.” / MUM 5.3: % de. Wap dan. 
1 dy On the ſuppoſition that ſuch interpoſition 
1 N 1 ary, What is the: moſt . —— — 1 
© feQual plan which cart be adopted for giving reite... 
5 Thin bat means can be ſuggeſted for preventit 
© "renewal of ret inconreniences R | 
The conſideratioh of the firſts and ſecond head appeared; in 
re tneafure, legten begebe; ; andthe chird, though of great 
importance, appeatin to be leſs urgent in point of time your 
ominittee have thought it proper to ſubtmit to che Houfe Tach | 
Fa rw 'pectirted'to them upon the two bend poirits re- 
e e latter for ee report, 231mm b = 
t the "firſt, of theſe Heads, the nobortety ee 
;confiderable extent, the neral” embarraſſiient and apprehenſion 
ic has enftled,”a'& deratibm of the neceffary connection 
detcheen een different mercaitile houſes and their e 
other, and the influence which the ſtate of commeteial cre- 
Ait muſt have upon the trade, the revenue, and general intereſts 
8 T che country, appearefuMcient, without ine . 
your © committee; that the 8 S 
called 5 or 8 immediate and effectual temedy, if any pra 
Plaid old be fog reſted for that purpoſe.” SEV Wnt Ls * 
In addition to this, the committee had an ed ee 4. 
. rom ** he their "own" 1 information 
THOR, am 


n 


* * 


_ 


| —— their own immediate and perſonal up Hei ann 


rities, in time to meet the prefſure of the moment. That ih 


EY RT Boo A 


e nm n ig” 


eiter on their general obſevation; upon me ſuhhect, 


Jour committee, underſtan n ons 
| had! been laid before che Chancelloy of -t hea 
| onthe part of ſeveral perſons af g — ns. abil 
in the ei of London, were of opinion - that a communic tio 

of theſe ſuggeſtions would be very material ta the NE 4 
their enquiry, with a view of aſoertaining the opinions. | 
of this deſeription, both with reſpoct 2 
remedy,” and to dhe cer mode ere denen. n 


plied: {3.201 
2 The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER. 
laid before the committee a Which had been delivered 70. 
him on the 23d inſtant;'by the Lord Mayor and Mr. Bofanquet; 
whieh is inſerted in the appendix to this report. He alſo, it 
to the committee the cireumſtances which had led to this paper. 
being drawn up: that he had received repreſentations from many 
different quarters, which had taken place, had hegun hy a run, 
on thoſe Houſes who had iſſued circulating paper, ithout bei 3 


poſſeſſed of ſufficient capital; but that the .conſequ 


ſooh extended. themſelves. ſo; far as to affe&t many yn | 
| folidity,-and:poſſeſſed of fundt ultimately much more than Lp | 
citnr to-wnfvver all-demands upon them; but which, Had ng 


means of converting choſe funds into money, or negociable l wh 


foddem diſcredit of a-confiderable quantity” of paper; (which; had | 
deen iſſuech by different banks, in itſelf produced a deficiency. of, 
the te contain medium, which in the mon equrſe of things 

be immediately replaced; and that, hs deny oo 
— aten inconvenience in mereantilę transactions. 
That in addition to this immediate effect, theſe] eircumſt N 
alſo were repreſented to have induced bankers and others to — 
in their hands a greater quantity of money than th - thought - 


neceſſary in the u al train of buſineſs, and that large. lyms were 


thus kept out of circulation, and t difficulty aroſe in 
curing: The uſual advances on — 12 particularly y tho 
of a long date—that man _— perſons were 47 be po 

large ſtocks of goods they could not at 2 


and on the credit 2 which they could: not raiſe; money. 


is occaſioned an interruption of the uſual orders to 260. 
| — which hich they were ther with the interruption. of 


rent; if ſoane — Treas we were not ee to res 0 
2 | 5 


| 7 — differ mens? nrdbrycon 
_ Ng ths het! inte, aden in ik power reſpeQting, the ex- 
Seen he or}, n 1 and propriety of any mesſate 
tor That after much diſcuſſion, all che gentlemen; 
to e, in a ee 5 5157 r 


0 though m "a 3 


for Nmegying it. That in — n 
ONS Wnoſe names were mentioned in the paper now de? 
verid, to meet te next day at the — Houſer to conſider: 


8 rl Hep propol for the iſſue of Exchequer bill, 

92 5 tit, advanced under proper regulations, 
or tfodation of fuck perſons as migh . 
 faine/? 8 r ＋ poſal might 
be able. r 
wie nende 6pinien of ths fcood acting, 4 i c 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer: alſo gave an -abcount 

to flo enmmittee of an application that 2 come within 
F knowledge for the accommodation and ſupport of a _ 

: ed” A V important mamufacturi diſtrict. 158 : 
A "hh e Gor "the -fappore" a ieee den "of G8 
honſs n cem vely-ſmalt, and the ſecurity propoſed,” as he 
odd from very good authority, wag admitted to be 

nable- "Mev flaw the e eee Sep 


The ORD: MAYOR: informed the ene u 10 
conformity to tlie ſtatement mentioned by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, eleven gentlemen met at the Manſion Houſe, on 
che 23d, I privcipatly from that part of the 
meetiig hd had expreſſed the greateſt diſp̃culties in finding out 
a Teinedy ;” and; after a long diſcuſſion upon the ſubject, they 
unanimouſly were of opinion that the interpoſition of Parlia- 
ment Was eceſſaty , and that an iſſue of Exchequer bills, undes 


Kertain gulätion and ipulations, - Was the deſt kan 


remed 
| 7017 6 committee: alſo received information Geek Mr. 5 
thn," Mr. Aldefman Anderſon; and Mr. Chiſwell, members of 
this cortimirtee,” with reſpect to inſtances which had fallen under 
their perforiat obſervation; to the following effect: 
Mr. "THORNTON repreſented; that he was at this timo 
equainited! With the — of five or —5 e houſes, 
w were in on o quantities o uce 
of which would give pe rogue relief; — that _—_—— 
che ſfagnation of trade, and the impoſſibility of converting wp. 
goods into money, che Houſes in queſtion were under v 5 
apprehen — ag 4a to ſtop payment. "= yy 


formed 


n -c Fro mt. at. / // / / A. Oo. os a 
* ( N a * * e N 


? 


three weeks it 
nces, and within. twelve 


| had. b its .accepta 
month would diſcharge u . and. that the; partners 
a reaſonable Sal of retaining a ſurplus of 100,000]. 12 
I they had. the, opportunity of raiing 0 a moderate, ſym, « 


money on the ounces wh which ed calami 
ve held, the calamiy _ ny 


their 
ke ALDERMAN eomneXions might have informed the committee, 


that. it had fallen under his own. perſonal knowledge, that ſeven 


mercantile houſes of known and undoubted pr e operty, and with a 
large quantity of goods on hand, now not ſaleable, are brought 
to very great, diſtreſs from the ſearcity of money, and will not 
eng qui good! their — af not aſſiſted; — Gor | 
prove of very ſerious confequence to other merchants 
manufaQurers to. whom they ftand indebed. | 

Mr. CHISWELL ſtated, that the preſent mercantile diſ- 
treſe aroſe from an, alarming ſtagnation of credit, which on his 
dag, bal reduced eight 1—— of known and large ne . 

rty to ſtop their ir payments that he alſo knew others of the 
— deſcription who have had temporary affiltance from him 


aud others; but which will be ineffectual, if they are not further. 


lieved in a ſhort time. He alſo Rated that various applicatic 
had been made ta him from different houſes of undoubted and 
very conſiderable capitals, - which in ordinary times, or even in 


_ times of preſſure, he would have aſſiſted; and that he is n 


only. withbeld by the uncertainty to what extent the miſchi 


may inęreaſe from the preſent unexam general alarm i 


want of credit. Ie alſo further ſtated, 111 thoſe houſes w 

not aſſiſted the conſequence would be the immediate failure o 

many others of good credit and fortune ndant on them. - 
8 committee underſtanding that Mr. GILBERT IN. 


NES. x direQtor-of the Royal Bank. of Scotland, was at. pre- 
ſent in London, deſired his goth, anon and received e 


fo from him to the following effect. 

That as a director of the Ro Bank of Scotland, he has h: 
many occaſions to * of the preſent - fate of comme! 
770155 — —_ diſtreſs; and the 

iat the coun A vers ont two 
Chartered banks 11 be able much e with prudence to 


themſelves, to furniſh the accommodation and ſupport neceſſary 


to different mercantile and manufacturing houſes, nor to the 
country banks; and if ſomething .ig not immediately done by 


gn 697 gar} Gr 7 be eye 85 


3 


% 
— 
®.:4 


„ rav rA Ave OY 


ya afes eich Ace 0 

Pay All demands dgdinft them, w 
obtalti 4 temporar ; ng gy, 
© have been ſeveral eren and ave 


F. n + 3 Nn 


dre now employed. 


1 The! effe of te" failures, by his open ln occafion . | 
| many manufacturers to be "thrown out of em ployrfient; and his ; 


Has 1 — ſome were my diſmiſſed; and ſuch is the preſſure 
of the times, that the diſtreſs, if not rum, of feberal principal 
manufacturing houſes Ki enſu Many maufactürers would 
have Been diſmiſſed, but for the liberal ſupport᷑ their employe 
have received from the Royal Bank; but that affitance canno 


withour imprydence be continued without extraordinary aid. 


This proſpect of diſtreſs to the manufacturers in his e 
page of not ſo much from a failure of the uſual markets for the 


© 5d as from the difficulty | in diſcounting in London and in 


land the long dated bills received for the 
Great quantities of manufactured goods belonging abs} 
facturen in Scotland are now in on; for which; When 


ſold, bills are granted for a finall-part 1 in three months, and the 


remainder from fix to fourteen" months, the greateſt part of 
which goods have been formerly fold for long dated bills, but are 
not ſo now from the difficulty of obtainin (IGG; and he has 
heard manufacturers ſay, they were Meg to ſell their g 


with a conſiderable. boſs. to obtain relief 'by fales, for a 5 


N nn 


money. . 
Manufacturers dei dow money for / the DUTP! 


of their trade on perſonal bonds; great part of that mon x om 
for 


been called for at Whit-ſunday. next (Isth May); 
the ſtate of credit in Scotland hé has reaſon to think the manu 


ſacturers will not be able to anſwer theſe demands by bofrows 5 


"Th n the former ſecurities. 


8 keep as little flock in their Wheel 28 


they can, and, as fiſhion varies; he ſhould think the 9 


intereſt would be more benefited by depoſiting the raw material 


| n pledge than the manu Cturer, who however mane indirect y | 


able private ſecurity, woul 


benefited by the advance. 
He certainly thinks that paper Hued « on government ſecurity; 
and advanced upon the — 5 of goods, or other unqueſtion- 
when properly underſtood, be a ma- 
terial relief in the preſent" diſtreſs of Scotland; and he had no 
doubt ſeveral erſons might be found to concur, in giving à 
joint ſecurity for the 1 t of a r wo with nin 
5 to the _ 5 


dy wen ons 
Jately; which is connected with manufactufers which may ulti“ 
mately” be involved, and where ſeven of eight” hundred e 


4 ; "# " 
6 - 
” . N 


)—— HS. a... 


"I ” bk. 4. A hi 


| An- 7793. VA FOURNAL: 1 


| 4 With regard to the 


% 


* 4 i « 


He beliebtes the quantity of Fee bythe ntry 
rern iniſhed, and their dif; 
counts on bills of Fear, 8 fo ſince: theſe. troubles be- 

Bank, the circulation" is nearly 


ſame; and the affiſtance = to the country greatly ace 


os BING eee grams at any former period. 


In addition to theſe ſtatements, your committee, when they, 
were on the point of concluding their report, had the opportunity 
of e ee, further information from Mr. MACDO WALL. 2 

of this Houſe, who ſtated that he is repreſentative in 
Faaltament for the city of Glaſgow, from whence he had this 


: morning. returned, and that he had there found all the com- 


mercial houſes and manufacturers in the greateſt diſtreſs, from 
the late ſtagnation. Wee credit, and total want of pri- 
yate confidence. 

The preſent diſtreſs. . not appear to him Gin pms 
e of property or funds, but from the ſtop which has been 


| . lately put to diſcounting bills at any of the Glaſgow, Paiſley, or 
SGteendck banks, who have not for ſome time paſt diſeounted 


to any extent, from their notes being poured in upon them fer 
gold, and from eee e preſent; ſituation of credit in 


5 don has occaſioned.” Dori . T59 indi bot; ir 


The : on hand in Londay 

Ain Glaſg they cannot. ſe hut at ſo reduced 4 
as renden it Ae Ns bland for them to think of di 
e goods, in order to obtaim immediate relief. The 
rers, and thoſe who rota mills, have begun to 
che :wotkmen| employed by them during the -laſt 
forigh t; and, by a letter received from the Lord Provoſt. of 
G by him is morning: be learns that the manufaRtarers 
have diſcharged a very ear ar of, workmen. There are 

pt. 


Be hw in Glaſgow, and their dependencies, ; in — 


Fu . Scotland, about 160. % men, women, | 
chr. CINE relief to be adminiſtered: muſt be given imme- . 
ef it effectual. Af 040 mm99 or of ar : 


| 9150 refult of the information thus obtained. confirms /yaus 
committee in the general impteſſion which, they, þaye already 


ſtated, and ſeetns-to preclude the neceſſity of requiring further 


evidence 28 to the extent of the evil, and the nieceſlity of a 


rem and the urgency of the oocaſion n . e : 
W dle to avoid all unneceſſary delay. u bo | 
our committee, therefore, think it 


: 555 occurred to W under the ſecond of enquiry, without 
detaining the Houſe by obſervations of any conſiderable le < 
on circumſtances which«appear — ves: ſuthciently: 


f and forcible: they think it, however, material to-remark,; that 
ora rant. —— Oe to individuals, 


however 


A ſtate what 


Mm 5 | PARLIAMENT ARY Oe, 


TY y rnb eyu lo might mag MS wok ag an exrmoninry fu 
miterpoſition ; much leſs hou ping | 2 
fare, if the preſſure had been felt on ' by! ef aber 


oredit, Urs had fuffered from the ee of raſſi wry 


warrantable ſpeculations; but it appears committee, that 
mme embarraſſments arifing from 1 — credit have already 


affected houſes of undoubted ſolidity, and fufficient ultimats 
teſources, and that there is too much reaſon to apprehend,” that = 


meſe embarraſſments may extend in a degree which ne individual 
exer tions can counteract, with ſufficient expedition und cer. 
_ ainty, to prevent conſequences of the moſt ſerious national-ira+ 
| Portine. = 
In proceeding — head of enquiry, 2 0 
on every account a great ſatisfaction to your committe to have 


the advantage of the ſuggeſtions contained in the plan ee | 


had been delivered to the 1 the NN. a 
which has been already referred 


On the beſt; confideraion when e could 30 


223 3 to be attended to in any 
meaſure for affording re „ appeared to be to enable thoſe who 
have ſecurities ultimately 
_ 8ble'till too diſtant a perl ” to receive ſuch advances a8 might 
enable them to ſupport the preſſure to which thoy 1 7g 0m 
poſed in the interval. To furniſh ſome medium of careu 
— might either directly or indirectly replace the quantity o 


Fares; to afford ſi A r acme 
cortfidence and-cre 


Such a meaſ 


__ ___ amjoutit-of the reve iretly eats; ſerting ar liberty, and 
reſtorin to. circulation, > Bon to 3 


appeared to your committee that this object could! not be 
ere attained: but by advances iſſued under the att. 
ing upon the ſecurity, of the public. 


ding ſuch a meaſure, it is obviouſly: eee | 


view, that the aſſiſtance to be given muſt be conſidered as merely 


| by ana? and ariſing out of the v lar circumſtances 
pdf the L. and alſo es eftbliſh-ſach regulations tions as: may prevent, _ 


as far as poſſible, the accommodation intended to be aſforded from 


: 8 to any perſons but thoſe hõ on the one hand, 
in need of it from à real preſſure ariſing: eee 

mme re- payment of it. The latter eireumſtauce is entitled to 
el | avon attention, for the e opnteey = 


_ cireamſtances; and, on the other; can give ſu 


3 


„ but which would not be avail- 


ae le ee u. . eee, 
e mere e appears. PS 
Sa ef product W eee the 


larger amount; which 
are in a manner uſeleſa by the preſent ſtagnation: it 
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eipal out ports, as well as in London, and 


e 170.7 by JOURNAL... | | 2 15 
: tion to the eee oe ants Ie 


permanently uſeful, e afjordes. with ſalty v0 the 


ublic. 
Gs "Another conſideration of equal importance is, that it ſhould 
be ſo regulated as to furniſh the opportunity to individuals toren- 
der theif on pp A ultimately effectual, without at the ſame 


E33 giving fu uch a degree of 2 0 to cheir tranſactions een ' 


way to a relaxation or Laune thoſe exertions. 
; The next material object which ſuggeſts itſelf, is to aqtalde, 


4 4 far as the nature of the caſe will p mol that the diſtribution 
pf this aſſiſtance ſhoul be condu iu ſuch a manner as ay 


beſt ſecure the ſafe and impartial application of it. 
On a conſideration of the plan above referred to, it appears to 


; your committee, that it contains the outlines. of proviſions = 


adapted to all theſe objects; they have therefore made it the bafis 

propoſal which they ihiok ; it their duty to ſuggeſt to the 

ule, and have added ſuch obſervations as appear to them to be 

ry, upon any ofthe particular points, in the order in which 
occur in the plan. 

Vith reſpect to the amount of the ſum to be ed, the com- 
i are of opinion, that it will be adviſablę to extend it to 
5.000, O00l. inſtead of 3,000,000]. as originally ſuggeſted. They 
are induced to do ſo, not only from wiſhing to leave a conſider- 


able latitude, in order the 4 to inſure that the relief 


ſhall be eſfectual; but alſo from having thought it right that the 
advances ſhould be made on the depoſite of goods, in certain prin- 
| having had un- 
2 _ conſideration the information received with reſpect ta 
tlan 
he intereſt to be allowed on the exchequer bills, propoſed © | 
be iſſuedl, ought, in the opinion of the committee, to be fixed at 


_ | two-pence half- penny per cent. per day (being at the rate f 
about 3. 168. per cent. per annum), inſtead of two- pence per 


cent. per day, which would be only about 31. per cent. per ann. 
and they have been informed, that the gentlemen who originally 
eſted the plap, concur in the propriety of this alteration. 


: ＋ & committee approve of the principle on which a difference | 


has been propoſed to be made, between the rate of intereſt to be 


allowed on the exchequer bills, and that of gl. per cent. which, 


according to a ſubſequent part of the plan, is propoſed to be paid 
to the public, by th the parties to whom the advances ſhall be made: 


[hr conceive this to be expedient, not ſo much becauſe the * 


ference will furniſh a fund tor defraying the expence af the com- 
_miſhon, as becauſe it has a ten to prevent any perſons from 
taking advantage of this accommodation, who are not of the de · 


beiden intended to * affiſte d. 9 ee, however, be- 


Vol. III. | . tween. 


| 5 5 | 5 ; 3 Ne ; | 52 8 7 | $ 
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_ tweet gl. 168. and gl. per cent. together with the chance of ſome 

diſcount on theſe exchequer bills, even at the increaſed rate f 

Intereſt, ſeems ſufficiently to ſecure the object laſt ſtated, 

without rendering the terms of the propoſed affiſtance more 

diſadvantageous than is defirable. e. 
The committee are of opinion, that the exchequer bills ſhauld 

| be made out in ſums of 100l. and of gol. and poſſibly ſome pro-—- 


portion of them in ſums of 20]. AIR 
Ihe periods fixed for the diſcharge of the exchequer bills, in 
equal proportions, appear to be highly expedient, with a view to 
the object before deſcribed, of affording means ** to individuals to 
render their on exertions ultimately effectual; without at 
« the ſame time giving ſuch a degree of facility to their tranſ- 
actions, as might lead to a relaxation or ſuſpenſion of thoſs 
“ exertions.” JJV... IS One | 
It may deſerve conſideration, whether ſome proyiſion ſhould 
not be made to enable perſons to repay the ſums advanced td 
them at an earlier period than they originally ſtipulated. 
With reſpect to the appointment of commiſſioners, the man- 
ner of ſelecting proper perſons for that purpoſe muſt remain for 
the conſideration of Parliament, if the meaſure in contemplation 
ſhould be adopted; but the committee are inclined to think that 
the number to be appointed ſhould not exceed twenty; and they 
have reaſon to believe, that reſpectable perſons will be found 
who will give the public the benefit of their ſervices without 
receiving any nnn 7 Le ae 
An augmentation has been already ſuggeſted of the total 
amount of exchequer bills to be iſſued, but an iſſue of one fourth 
| p_ of this augmented ſum in the firſt inſtance, inſtead of one 
alf of the ſum originally propoſed, may, it is conceived, be ſufh- 
- cient, as there will be the means of — further iſſue in caſe 
77... . ⁊ ( 
Ihe ſecurity on the depoſite of goods, which in the plan is 
_ . canfined to goods actually in London, may, in the opinion of 
the committee, be ſafely and properly extended to a few other 
principal ports: Briſtol, Hull, and Liverpool, may be ſufficient 
in England; and Leith and Glaſgow in Scotland. Subject to 
chis alteration, the committee agree in the Leng pager tg confining 
the advances to the ſpecies of ſecurity, and in the proportion 
- ated in the plan, for the purpoſe already mentioned, of con- 


fining the aid to thoſe inſtances where it may be fafely and 
wel given. e e,, Poo ne foam 
With reſpect to the appointment of the ſums to be advanced, 


- it would have been very ANY to the committee, if it had | 4 
5 ed poſſible to fubject it, beforehand, to fixed rules; but, 
upon the fulleſt conſideration, they are decidedly * iY 
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e vifficners 
|| poſe of advancing theſe exchequer bills, under certain regula- 
tions, for the accommodation of ſuch perſons as may apply. br 
the ſame, to act without fee or reward, to take an oath for the 
due execution of the truſt, to have power to appoint the neceſ- 
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/ that, from the nature of the ſubject, it is impoſſible to frame any 
Ai iich will be found applicable to the various caſes, and of 
the nature, circumſtances, and amount of the different demands, 
as.can only be obtained from the applications to be brought under 
the conſideration of the commiſſionetrs. 1 
5 The nature of the ſecurities being already fixed, and the pro- 


| portion of the advances limited, the regulation of further details 


muſk, it is conceived, be left to the judgment of the commiſ- 
oners; but it appears, at the ſame time, highly expedient, that 


ther ſhould be required, as propoſed, to take the earlieſt oppor- 


2 of laying down general rules for their own guidance, 
| ſhould never be deviated from in particular caſes, but be 
ſee to reviſion, oy rural grounds, as occaſion may require. 
The power propoſed to be given to the board, to adminiſter 
oaths, ought. to apply to any perſon who may be willing to be 


1 examined, as to any points depending before them; and a proper 


oath of office ought alſo to be taken by the commiſſioners, and 
ſuch of their officers as they may think fit, before they enter upon 


| the execution of their duty, 


© Your committee having thus ſtated their different obſervations 
which occur to them, on the particular parts of the plan, they 


| have oy to recapitulate the reſult, whic y think it their 
5 Bs 


bmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, - 


duty to | | 
jo Panſt.— That power be given to iſſue exchequer bills to an 


amount not exceeding 5,000,000]. in fums of 100l. gol. and of 
20l. to bear an intereſt of 25d. per cent. per day, and to be pay- 


able one fourth part on the 31ſt day of Auguſt next, one fourth _ 


part on the zoth of November next, one fourth part on the 28th , 


* 


— That commiſſioners ſhall be appointed for the pur- = 


ſary officers, to adminiſter oaths, and to apply ſuch ſums as may 


be requilite for defraying the expences of executing the com- 
miſſion, for which purpoſe the Commiſſioners of t e Treaſury 


ſhould advance ſuch ſums as may be reer N 
Thirdly.— That immediafely after the paſſing of the act, onę 


fourth part of the exchequer bills ſhall be iſſued on the requiſi- 
tion of the commiſſioners to the perſons to whom they ſhall think 


1 4 advance the ſame, in the manner after directed. 


TFourthly.— That the commiffioners ſhall be at liberty to ad- 
vanee fuch exchequer bills, to the perſons applying for the fame, 
e the dak 


rent periods be- 


* , - 
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fore mentioned, on the ſecurity of goods to be depoſited in the 


cuſtody of-officers, to be named by the commiſſioners, in Lon- 
don, Briſtol, Hull, Liverpool, Leith, or Glaſgow, or on ſuch 
perſonal ſecurities, of a Na number of perſons, as ſhall be ſa- 
tis factory to the commiſſioners ; ſuch ſecurities to be given in 4 
form to be preſcribed for that purpoſe, and to be made binding 
on the 7 755 giving the ſame, to the amount for which 23 
perſon ſhall reſpectively make himſelf ſecurity, x. 
Theſe advances, in no cafe, to be more than 305. per cent, on - 
the value of the ſecurities, and to be leſs at the diſcretion o 
the commiſſioners, and to be made on condition that the ſums fo 
adyanced ſhall be repaid with intereſt, at the rate of gl. per 
cent. per annum: fifteen days before the date when the reſpec- 
ye exchequer bills ſhall fall due, or earlier, at the option of 
Fifth That, immediately after the paſſing of the act, the 
commithoners ſhall receive and open all ſuch applications as ſhall _ 
be then made to them, ſpecifying the amount of the advance de- 
fired, and the particulars for the ſecurity ; that they ſhall pro- 
ceed to claſs the ſaid applications, according to the amount re- 
ſpectively applied for, the ſecurity offered, and the circum- 
ſtances, ſituation, and connections of the parties; and ſhall then 
frame general regulations for apportioning the ſums” to be ad- 
vanced, with a view to the points before ſpecified, as well as to 
the total amount of the ſum applied for, and ſuch other con- 
ſiderations as they ſhall think material, by which regulations the 
ſhall be guided in their deciſion on particular caſes, "be which 
they ſhall be at liberty to reviſe on general grounds, as occaſion . 
may require; that they ſhall proceed to apportion and advance 
ſuch part as they ſhall think neceſſary of the exchequer bills then 
at their diſpoſal, to an amount not exceeding 1, 2 50, oool. as be- 
fore ſpecified ; and if the applications firſt made ſhall be for leſs 
than that amount, ſhall in like manner be at liberty, from 
time to time, to make further advances on freſh applications. 
Sixthly.— That if, upon conſideration of the total amount of 
the ſums applied for, and of the nature of the applications, it 
hall at any time appear to the commiſſioners, that further ad- 
vances, beyond the ſum of 1,250,0001, may be adviſable, the 
_ Commiſſioners of the Tresfury hall be enabled, on their requi- 
ſition, to authorize the advance of any proportion of the remain- 
ing exchequer bills, to ſuch an amount, and at ſuch times, as 
hall be found expedient ; and that the commiſſioners ſhall, from 
. time to time, by public notice, fix the periods for receiving ap- 
plications, for framing general regulations, and for apportioning 
the advances to be made, fe i "0 


* 


% 


Aba 500 1793, 


5 5 of 
'rized to ſell, by public — 2 neceſſary of 


bs BY no BE niet dh been. ce 
a 8 8 2 Bol 2 * ; rn 7 8 2 « ; 
1 N 


Tr” 


x. of _ 66. oe) 0 I $2 mb AE 


oN AL.” 1 
1 the limited 


eee on the failure of repay 
ſhall be autho⸗ 


the goods, on the depoſits of which ſuch ſums ſhall have been 

advanced, 6r 16 proceed againſt the perſons who have given ſecu- | 
for the ſame. ; 

ee ee all the monies which ſhall be repaid from 

6 time, by the parties to whom advances ſhall have been 


| on 5 which ſhall, in caſe of default, be recovered 01 


nmiſſioners, ſhall be placed in the Bank, where a diſtin 
fit ſhall be kept 6f the lame; that theſe monies ſhall be 5 
ay to pay the principal and intereſt of the Exchequer bills, | 
the times limited for paying the ſame reſpectively; and the 
$, if an y, aſter the 3 iſt of May, 1994, ſhall be applicable, 
75 the firſt inſtance, for the purpoſe of replacing the ſums iſſueſl 
for defraying the expence of the commilion, and the es 
as' No mall direc. | 


, % Me :Lyrod ay APPENDIX, 


" In onſe benen ue meeting of gentlemen convened on Mon- 
day the of April, at Mr. Pitt's houſe, where an opinion 
neatly prevail ; that it would be of conſiderable benefit to 


the commereial intereſt-of this country, if any means:could be 


"deviſed' to revive public credit, and reſtore confidence: 
The Lord Mayor, at the deſire of the Chancellor of tlie 


-Exchubquer, aſſembled the following gentlemen the next day at 


the Manſion Houſe, (Who were of opinion, that the following 
were the outlines of a plan which would be of re s | 
if carried into execution ;) viz. 


Lord Mayor Mr. Thornton 
Alderman Anderſon | Mr. Harman 
Mir. Boſanquet Mr. Winthrop 
Mr, Forſterf Mr. Boddington 
Mr. „ „ Mx. Hunter: 
Mr. Chiſwell 


hat Parliament ſhould order an iſue of Exchequer bills 


bearing an intereſt of ad. per cent. per day, to the amount of 


SOR to be made out in ſums of 100l. and gol.—1-4th-to _ 
diſcharged on the 31ſt Auguſt—1-4th on zoth November— 

'1-4th on 28th February 1794—1-4th'on-31ſt May : : 
_ "That a committee of proper perſons be a . bill 


to be brought into Parliament, as a board for the management of 
this concern, and to lend out theſe Exchequer bills for the: relief 
of the commercial part of the kin 


gdom : 
That the Lords of the Treafury do iſſue one half of the . 


1 Exchequer bills to che above-mentioned board, w_ * lend 


| Se the 


ON perſons applying for aſſiſtance ſhall be bound, . beſides 
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the ſame as money, in equal proportions of each 2 . 
to ſuch perſons as ſhall 4 — for the ting * 5 ee ſe- - 
W to the . 2 e ee ee 

On goods-to be depo n | 


| ers inte DF 
5 the board, and which goods muſt be actually in e 5 
On ſecurities ariſing from the joint concurrence of a number 

1 perſons of property uniting and rs 1 the n 4 
"ay particular houſe or town. e 
A to the conditions 1 we 
That in no caſe more than fifty. per cent. an n their WY 0 
1 be advanced on an 2 the above ſecurities, but leſs m 
be at the diſcretion of the board; and on the e that al 


? 


the ſecurities; to repay to the board the money advanced, toge 
ther with intereſt for the ſame, after. the. rate of five li aa 
fifteen days before the date of the reſpeQtive Excheque: er. bills the 
my | fall due. th 
hat it ſhall be in the diſcretion'of- the board to e to 
2 large an amount each party may be accommodated, and in 
determining the amount of advances, the board to be. directed 
5 by.an an 2 to the extent 2 all the demands, and the nd | 
2 trade in which each party is engaged. 
| That to enable the boar to orm ſome general fanding regu» 
| ations for the guidance of their minds in making this appor- 
tionment, at a very firſt outſet, it ma be adv; able for the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, as ſoon as the bill ſhall have been 
_ - brought-into 3 and ſhall have received the firſt read- 
ing, to nominate a proper perſon to receive all letters that ſhall 
be ſent ſealed up, ſuperſcribed as containing the propoſals of ſuch 
parties as may wiſh for relief, and ſtating the ſpecific ſecurities 
propoſed to be pledged. All theſe letters to be kept by him fa- 
credly unopened; and as ſoon as the bill ſhall 3 received the 
royal aſſent, the board to meet and open theſe letters, and ap- 
portion amongſt the claimants four fifth parts of the ſum which 
. hall have been iſſued to the board, and reſerving the qne otber 
e to anſwer ſuch occaſional calls az may be made aſter- 
war | 
In cafe on openin theſe letters, the ſum chen ht r to 
be advanced ſhould - found to amount to a Pal 2 | 


the board is enabled to apply, it would be adviſable to give 


power to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on conſultation with 
the board, to cauſe the whole or any part of the remainder of the 
| bills, i in his diſcretion, to be iſſued to the board. | 
It will be neceſſary for the board to emp ant able ſolicitor 
68 advice, alſo ſome eminent brokers to 5 at we 20 
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and.clerks to enter all their tranſactions, Ps will certainly be 
multifarious; and it muſt alſo open a caſh account at the Wok, 8 
into which all monies received muſt be paid, and which'muſt lie 5 


there till iſſued to the Exchequer in diſcharging the bills as they | : 


become due. n 1 9 
The difference between the rate of intereſt to be paid, ad 


| what is granted on the Exchequer bills, will amply pay all theſe” 


rges and any other attendant ones, and the ſur us to be at the 255 


of parliament. 
— g muſt de authorized to adminiſter caths to all per. 5 


Exchoquet” bills Would be Ham in facts ne-, 


3 day on which the: intereſt of each res 


ſpectively is to commence, that the ſame may be filled upby 


jon of the board at the time of iſſuing them to the public. 


If the goods are not redeemed at the time agreed on, power b 
be gi BS cho ror eee ther eons Le Gl We 


auction; and to proceed by regular courſe of law for re- 


4 eorery againſt ptier allocating wink ths ſecond head” of fe 


"FS cauſe in the bill to be inferted to facilitate end en the ; | 


We. of property, cutting ſhort the matter of form, and com- 


miſhoners to execute — 2 without any fee or reward: 

m the Exchequer to pay ex- 
pences in the firſt inſtance, and N N TRY . ene 
onar) powers.” | 


When the ak of the t was nithed; the CHAN: 
CELLOR of the EXCHEQUER roſe, and ſaid that he 
had no doubt that the Houſe was deeply impreſſed with the 


importance of the ſubject of the report, which alluded to cir- 


cumſtances of great moment, and therefore he wiſhed that he 


report ſhould be printed; but as the nature of the caſe to which 
it referred required as much expedition as poſſible, he ſhouldd 


ſuggeſt the propriety of its being taken into the conſideration f 


the committee of the whole Houſe to- morrow.— It ſhould be 
printed ſo as to be ready to be delivered to each member this 
night, or early in the morning, ſo that gentle men wilhüng i 


make themſelves ere of its contents might do ſo before the 


ſubject was brought forward for the diſcuſſion of the Houſe. He 
then moved, Thar 
morrow. 


_ Mi JEKYLL foal. be did 50 bite be d W pen | 


this report be n configetation-th- 


n e 


the Chancellor of the Exchequer, bechuſe he had 


Lats 1 t expedition was neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of this 
ng” The ſtate of cradie was” ge. wy ifthe 


* 
* 
- 


againſt, be the ruin of our paper credi 


_ other 
a very plain one. They had no means of knowing the real ſtate 
of the paper currency, but the officers of government had ; they 
might know theſe things to a certain extent from the number of 
ſtamps iſſued for the purpoſe; and they might know, parti- 
calarly the Chancellor of the Exchequer, from a book out 
. of which he had quoted ſo much (Dr. Adam Smith on the 


* «. i 
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could aſſent to any meaſure that would tend to relieve it, he 


could not think that ſuch a meaſure could be too much as 


delerated. But although this was his opinion, he could nat 
belp chinking that there was ſome degree: of hlame on thoſe 


who had the care of the executive government, with reſpect to 


ſtthe cauſe of that melancholy report which: the Houſe had heard - 
read report which he conſidered as the knell of our com- 
mere. He withed to call to gentlemen's attention and re- 
collection, and particularly that of the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, as alſo to every individual in that Houſe who had 


formed an opinion, that the paper circulation of this country. 


through the medium of country banks, would, if not guarded 
| Perhaps ſome of theſe 


entlemen would now be induced to 


o moved for a committee fimitar to the nt. If he w 
ed why he (himſelf) did not bring it forward ſooner; or 
ws thinking as he did, the anſwer was à very ſhort 


Wealth of Nations), that there ſhould be ſome relation between 


the ſpecie and the paper currency. of a country. Theſe things 
were under the knowledge of government completely, as far as 
© ©. Fegarded the great public paper that was iſſued, and under their 
cTontroul too. With reſpect to the inferior paper, that muſt be 


got at by appealing to the amount of that miſerable ſource of 
revenue adopted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 


ſtamp- duty on bills and notes. Theſe evils had been obſervec 


by him, and by others on former occaſions; but they had; not 


Propoſed any remedy, becauſe, as he had ſaid before, they had 
not complete information upon the ſubject.—It was not many 


weeks ago when he appealed to that Houſe upon what he 
thought would be the effect of the preſent war. He had aſked 
What would be the feeling of the manufaQturer—what the 


| reeling of the merchant—what the feeling of the farmer—what 
tte feeling of the mechanic in any branch—what the feeling 


of the labourer — what, in ſhort, would be the general ſenſe of 


the public if this war was carried on? Inſtead of e 


anſwered, he was received as if he had uttered treaſon. 
would aſk theſe queſtions, which ought before to have been 
unſwered. What now was thought of this war hat. did the 


3 | | 1 


5 the Miniſter why ſome - 
uch meaſure as the preſent had been ſooner brought for- 
Ward, and why the Chancellor of the Exchequer had not long 


5 


= 
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labourer, 
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Ubbuter! che manvfacturer, and all ranks of people now ſay on 
the war Was it now popular? — He was confident that if the 
real ſenſe of all the * was taken at this hour, a mighty 


majority of them would declare it to be the moſt unfortunate, 


indeed calamitous, event this country had ever been en in. 


| that one manufacturer in the Weſt of England had very muy 


been compelled to ſtop the whole of his manufactory; the conſe- 


2 


might not appear to be a miſtake concealed" in the butſet, and 


productive of degradation in the future. 


r , . a oo 


n done without the leaſt delay. 
Mr. WHITMO 8 


, for this 1 


The SPE 


| The SPEAKER interpoſed, and told him that 
| was ron 5K becauſe it had no yarn connection 
* 'OL . . | 8. The: 
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to going into the propoſed committee; but if, at the preſent 


moment, he forbore to do ſo, he truſted that would not be 
conſtrued into his giving any kind of aſſent to the meaſure. He 
unk Friend behind him (Mr. Jekyll) 
at, taking the evil and the reme: eee, it involved matter 
| | of very delicate and difficult 
diſcuſſion: it ſeemed to him a. buſineſs of a very anomalous 
nature: nor had he ever heard of a ſyſtem, in any ſhape ſimilar; . 
having been hitherto adopted or Ty of. But, although he 


3 reed with his 


moſt important to the country, an 


cbuld not feel diſpoſed to give it his aſſent, yet he confeſſed that, 
under the preſent moſt alarming circumſtances as to mercantile 


credit, he wanted nerves to give it a decided oppoſition. In 


ſuch a caſe, he would be apt to be ſomewhat diffident of his own 
opinion, if oppoſed by thoſe who had occaſion to beſtow more 
time and attention on the ſubject, for whoſe. opinions he enter- 
' tained reſpect, and who might be better qualified than himſelf 
to form a judgment as to the probable effect of the meaſure with 
reſpect to commercial credit :—he roſe, therefore, chiefly for 


the purpoſe of laying, that it did by no means appear clear to 


him, at firſt ſight, that the remedy propoſed would be effectual 
for the purpoſe intended; and that, as it was, in his opinion, à 
meaſure: of very conſiderable difficulty and danger—he hoped 
it would receive a full and deliberate diſcuſſion when brought 
forward to-morrow. Whether the preſent calamitous ſtate: of 
commercial credit was, or was not, owing to the war, was ſurely 
a matter not capable of proof ;—but, ſeeing the . coincidence 


betwixt them in point of time, thoſe would unqueſtionably be 


 rafh, on the other hand, who ſhould pretend to ſay deciſively 


that they have been totally unconnected.— He begged to warn 


that Houſe and the public; that there ought to be a conſiderable 
degree of confidence as to the good effect of ſuch a meaſure as 
the preſent, before it ſhould- be adopted: if the Executive 
Government is to interfere in ſuch a caſe, may you not be 


8 


beginning a ſyſtem, of which you do not ſee the end of ?—lf the 


ſum now propoſed to be raiſed ſhould be found inſufficient are 


you to ſtop? Theſe were points for the ſerious conſideration of 


the Houſe; and he conceived it to be a very ſeriaus moment ;—he 


| confeſſed he felt a reluctance to a meaſure ſo novel and im- 
portant, and he truſted that every. poſſible information would 
drought forward upon the ſubject.— As it was to come unde 
conſideration to-morrow, he knew it Was not neceſſary to debate 
# then but he wiſhedto throw out, in F ſuch obſerva- 
ripns : iſnuck him Government would not ſurely: make any 
r etahmrat, 


ens. 
obliged to 
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Mr, FOX ſaid, that he did not intend to make any oppoſition 
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advances, without ſufficient . ſecurity; and if ſo, he 
would wiſh to know, why the Bank of England ſhould not 
do what was now propoſed to be done for them? It was their 
intereſt to uſe their money to advantage ;—and he had no 
doubt it would be their wiſh to ſupport! general credit. There 


3 


were, however, other difficulties, and thoſe of another kind;— + 


conſlitutional difficulties as well as commercial ones. The appoint- 
ment of the commiſſioners would neceſſarily create a great aud 
new influence; — their powers, like all other powers, muſt be 
liable to abuſe; and of ſuch a poſhble abuſe, how dreadful - 


| would be the conſequence?—PFor all the 'commercial houſes in 


the kingdom muſt neceſſarily be under the power of that come 
miffion. In ſuch caſe, whatever confidence may be repoſed in 
thoſe gentlemen who may be appointed commiſſioners, there 


| muſt ſtill be a degree of jealouſy : and, —— that ue 75 


poſſible meaſure ſhould be taken to obviate any danger which 
may ariſe, either from the mode of appointing theſe com- 
2 or from the exerciſe of their power; there would 
neceſſarily remain, after all, a degree of power at Which a free 
conftitution- muſt tremble. He was afraid, too, of the connec- 
tion which this meaſure would introduce betwixt government 
and the trading and mercantile intereſts of the country, becauſe 
he had ever held it to be 20 principle, and one univerſally. 
laid down, that commerce will flouriſh not in proportion to its 

connection with, but to itz ſeparation from, the executive go- 

vernment. He concluded with repeating, that he truſted = 
meaſure would not be adopted, unleſs it ſhould appear abſolutely 
neceſſary; that, if it ſhould appear neceſſary, every poſſible at- 

tention would be paid to it, in its progreſs, ſo as to render it a 
little objectionable as poſſible; and that, at all events, proper 
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proviſion would be made to render it only a temporary ex- | 


| pedient—to continue only during the urgency of the preſent 


reſſure. fs * 8 163 
"The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER gad, that 
he certainly conceived it would be more ſatisfactory to delay 
going at all into difcufſion on the ſubject, till it ſhould come 
properly under the conſideration of the Houſe to-morrow ; - and 
he felt the leſs inclined to enter into any ſuch diſcuſſion, ba- 


cauſe no oppoſition ſeemed to be given to the going into, it n 


ſo early a day as to-morrow. He proceeded to. ſtate: the: una- 
nimous opinion of the committee as to the great importance of 


- | diſpatch ;—this he did not ſtate with any view to prevent that 


full diſcuflion which the importance of the ſubject certainly 


 |1equired, or to ſay that it might net be ſtopped, if it ſtovld be 
thought wrong; but for the _ j urpoſe of impreſſing ſon. the 
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minds of gentlemen: bow n <a was that it ſhould be ex- 
pedited without delay, in caſe it ſhould ultimately appear to be 
right. The ſubject was undoubtedly important, and he wiſhed 
the real extent of the danger to be felt, with the view of leading 
to an effectual remedy: he was happy to ſay, that he had the 
utmoſt confidence that an expeditious and ual remedy may 
be applied. On ſome accafions the urgency. of particular 
inſtances muſt outweigh general principles, and the preſent was 
of that kind. It had been ſaid, that trade beſt flouriſhes when 
 , dizjoined from and unconnected with government; but it ought: 
here to be diſtinguiſhed, that no controul over the operations of 
trade is WEL of but only, that, by a temporary advance, the 
credit of the merchant may be 3 and the means 
afforded him of carrying on his own ſchemes in his own way; 
nor is any facility a r ed to raſh or wanton ſpeculations.— He 
concluded with again mentioning the neceſſity of diſpatch. 
Mr. GRE Y- admitted that, if the meaſure was at all adviſ- 
able, much of its efficacy would probably depend on the diſpatch 
with which it ſhould be carried through; and he was perſuaded 
that, were it once entered upon by the Houſe, no diligence, 
would be wanting in the diſcuſſion; —but, as the report was of 
conſiderable len oY not yet printed, he begged leave to put 
it to the Right Hon. Gentleman, whether it was not rather too 
early to take it into conſideration next days or whether gentle- 
men could betwixt then and that time pay ſufficient. attentions 
to the ſubject ? And, when up, he would take the opportunity 
of giving his opinion 8 the propoſal, on the ſame 
gund with his Right Honourable Friend (Mr, Fox), ag 
creating a new ſpecies of influence. If relief was to be afforded, 
this did not appear to him to be the proper means of giving it, 
Why does not the bank interfere? Is it that they think it unſafe 
to do ſo? And, if ſo, is government to do what the bank does, 
not think fafe? He was, however, more inclined to believe, 
thay from particular circumſtances, the bank may not be able 


to afford it, probably from having too great a load of Exchequer 
bills already; and, if that is the caſe, would it not be better to 
pay off part of theſe Exchequer bills? ' 7 © 

5 Mr: MON TAGUE thought the queſtion was not, whether 
-  therelief propoſed was unobjectionable in all its parts, but whether 

- ſome mote of relief was not abſolutely neceſſary, and this the 

beſt that could be deviſed? He was therefore in favour of the 

propoſition. V e 
Mr. THORNTON ſaid, he was a member of the com- 
mittee, who were unanimous in opinion as to the propriety of 
— nm mathe 
15 | N 5 e patch. 
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patch. Two Honourable Gentlemen. had 4 that it was the 


— 
., of the Bank of England to have interfered. The Bank 
| bs hal fiepped forward in the mode of diſcount ; but jt never had 
* | their cuſtom to advance money on mortgages, or on 
"= | * ſpecies of ſecurity which is now pointed out, not from any 
"i douht of the ſecurity, but becauſe they found an apple demand 
= for their money in the way of diſcounts. , 
5 The motion of the. Chancellor of the Exchequer, for taking 
* the report! into conſideration to-morrow, was then agreed to. | 
"Hh Read a ſecond time the bill for authoriſing the corporation of 
bo  Liverpoot' to iſſue negotiable notes to a limited amount for a, 
bh limited time; which was ordered ta be committed to a com- 
. mitte of che whole Houſe to- morrow-w. 4 
4 | +2 5 *  TRAITEROUS CORRESPONDENCE BILL. 
| * ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, that the order: of 
5 tbe day, for taking into conſideration the abet ee made on 
* this, bill by the Houſe of Lords, ſhould be read; which being 
'L | one, T0 
2, Mr. FOX roſe nd ſtated, that conſiderin, the hour of the 
6 - night, and the nature of the alterations ring by the Lords 
t. and particularly the importance of the buſineſs now fixed for 
5 to-morrow, and the length of the report which it would be ne- 
2 ceſſary for entlemen to read he truſted gentlemen, on the 
n. other F ade 1. the Houſe, would not be diſpoled t d to preſs the pro- | 
"= ceeding then, to take theſe amendments into conſideration ; and I 
e he would therefore move, that the conſideration of them ſhould J 
4 Fo deferred to Wedneſday next (May 1), or ſome other early 1 
„ 4 
* be CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER had no ; 
0 other objection to the oy propoſed, except a difficulty in point | 
8. of form, as to copay: Xe y an amendment the date from which the it 
"= act is to take place (being the 1ſt of May), which, in that caſe, 'F 
e 1. would be neceſſary to do; and as this could only be done ke 7} 
Ts - amendment to the amendment made by the Lords, the wor | 
oY « firſt? muſt neceſſarily be retained. 
; - "The SPEAKER confeſſed the difficulty Was rather em- 
Ty we but ſaid, that by the addition of the word twenty, it 
er ht be made the 21ſt o May, 
W he CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER could. not 
ie agree. to ſo late a period, but thinking that the amendment 
—" might be made by making the date of the commencement of the 
„ | 1 « the firſt Ke or Wedneſday after the iſt of May,” 
of be acquieſced in the delay propoſed Ty Mr. Fox; and it was E- 
" ' apreed that the amendments, made w the Houſe of Loos - 
h. ſho! pld be taken into conſideration on Wedneſday next (May 1). 
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Tbe order of the day was for the Houſe to reſdlye itſelf Ibtt 
committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the report of the 
ſelect committee upon the embarraſſed ſtate of the'comr nereis! 

%0bVd T pac 

"Mr. JEKYLL cautioned the Houſe from proceeding, on. 
this ſubject before they had complete "information "before them 
as to the quantity of penn in the . and the reaſons for. 
the preſent apparent ſcarcity of it, in 


everal of which he enume-. 
rated ; he obſerved, that as another report was to be made upon 
the moſt eligible means for preventing ſuch evils in future as. we 
now labour under, it might be prudent perhaps to poſtpone 
preſent propoſed committee. _ ON On DO MEETS, * 
Mr. ALDERMAN ANDERSON ſaid a few words in ex- 
planation of the evidence which he gave before the committee. 
I)! he Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe upon this report. te bee 
The ' CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, that 
aſter the preliminary obſervations he had made laſt night, he 
ſhould not enter into any argument ; but referring to the report 
on the table, which he truſted gentlemen had carefully confi- 
dered, moved, That his Majeſty ſhould. be enabled to direct 
that Exchequer bills to the amount of five millions be iſſued to 
commiſſioners, to be by them laid out, under certain regulations 
and reſtrictions, for the aſſiſtance and accommodation of fuch 
perſons as may apply for it, and who ſhall give to ſuch commiſ- 
ſioners proper ſecurity for the ſums that may be advanced, for a 
time to be limited.“ ee F 
Mr. FOX faid, that he did not think it wiſe for hint to anti- 
cipate what reaſons might be hereafter given to a committee for 
the advancing the ſum now propoſed, and for proceeding in 
the manner which might be hereafter ſtated; certainly reſtric- 
tions and regulations might appear to be wiſe, or otherwiſe, ac- 
cording to what their nature might appear to be when they were' 
propoſed, and therefore it did not appear to him to be important 
to debate upon that part of the ſubject now. He hoped that 
the committee would attend to them when they were brought 
forward for diſcuſſion, and that they ſhould hear a great al | 
more than. yet they had, before they ſhould be called upon to 
come to any reſolution. The general grounds and the circum- 
ſtances on which this meaſure een 1 certainly was in ſome | 
degree explained by the report now before them, and he could 
not expect that what he had to advance would be much attended 
to, if it tended to differ from the ſenſe of the committee who 
prepared that report. He had not the preſumption to think 5 
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his individual j t could have any weight againſt tue col. 
| . ſenſe of mg gentlemen who were ſo well qualified 
a good opinion upon the ſubje&t ; but although 5 fel 
Tay aſe, and knew it to be his duty to confeſs. it, yet he: 
it to be his duty alſo to ſubmit to the committee ſuch: ideas, 
as had occurred to him upon this ſubjet. If any other obſer- 
vations ſhould hereafter occur to him, 0 ſhould think it a duty 
5 huch he owed to the public, from the ſituation in which he 
pod, to give all the explanation in his power, particularly upon 
8 mode of forming the regulations to which the report alluded. 
4 40 however, to afford the Chancellor of the Exchequer | 
nity of aſſigning ſome reaſon for the motion. 

r. FRANCIS wiſhed to know of the Chancellor of the | 
Me. FRA why this mode of doing buſineſs was adopted hy 
ſhould there be commiſſioners for the diſtribution-of this money 
hy not leave it under the care and management of the di- 

; rectorꝭ of the Bank of England? They were perſons much more 
converſant in ſuch; tranſactions than any commiſſioners that 
| might be choſen. Mr. Francis thought this plan dangerous in 
i iet f, and ſuch as would be difficult in its operation. He wiſhed 
I to know what reaſon there was for govertumens io take: tis buli- | 
1 nefs under their own management. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER dad, that 
: | from the nature of the buſineſs the Bank had declined inter- 
. | fering, becauſe the ſpecies of the ſecurity to be given by thoſe 
who wanted the temporary aid was not ſuch as the Bank had 
| | deen accuſtomed to receive when bills were diſcounted by them. 
| ' meaſure now propoſed was of a temporary nature. The 
3 practice of the Bank upon diſ:ount was permanent, The Bank 
; took ſecurities: for what buſineſs they tranſacted in this way at 
two months. The ſecurity to be given here was not deter- 
minable at that time, and the depoſite was of a nature which the 
Bank had not been accuſtomed to act upon. Upon theſe 
grounds he thought we had no right to deſire the Bank.t to alter 
their common practice. Not that he conceived that by any 
mode the relief would be adminiſtered more punctually, gail. 
or-ably, then it would be by the Bank; but that bal been al- 
bl rea ated b. theſe {ox ht wg to be inconyenient. * 
"Mr. TAYLOR: faid, that unleſs the plan which ſhould he. 
| bing ht forward had good regulations againſt - patronage, he 
think himſelf e to give it his negative. As to the 
oblervation that the Bank diſcount. bills only at two months, he 
Aid not ſee wh Wh, Bank ſhould not do ſo ſtill, and when theſe 
bills become ue, to renew. them for the fans length of time. 
This they With continue as long as they were pleaſed with the 
* ith reſpect to the, relief N by the preſent 


plan, 
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plan, he ad converſe: with gentlemen who, in his opinion; 
were qualified to judge upon this ſubject and they laughed at 
the idea of conſidering it as any thing like à ſolid aſlNatics to 
thoſe who now were, and might hereafter be, in want of aid in 
a_ ſence of the embarraſſment of a eredit. He 
| with all his heart that the credit of the'Guntry might be 
to rted ; it was the intereſt of all that it ſhotild ; but he did 
not think that would be done by putting all the merchants Under 
= nod of the Miniſter, which he e would be the Caſe 
When this plan was to be under the controul of chmmiſſionets ef 
the Miniſter's nomination. Indeed he muſt confeſs, chat whleſs 
he could ſee better grounds to proceed upon than thoſe" . in 
the report, he ſhou 4 not be able to give 4 aſſent to 
fure noẽw- ed. He added, that he believed in his conſcience, 
that the plan now ed was, by many mercantile- men in this 
2 conſidered as abſurd and uſeleſs. 5 
Mr. ALDERMAN CURTIS ſaid he did not index with 
what mercantile men the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke aft 
had converſed, but thoſe he had communicated "_ angered 
ws inion of the plan. 
TAY LOR explained. : 
Mr. CHISWELL ſpoke to the ſame effec Nea the e utility 
of this propoſed meaſure. 
Mr. ALDERMAN ANDERSON approved alſo of the proc 
plan, and obſerved that with reſpect to the obſervatiort 
made upon the renewal of notes at two months, that was co 
to the cuſtom of the Bank alt er. So far was that from 
being the caſe, that. the Bank would not diſcount at all beyond 
that 70 000 ; | 
Mr. FOX faid he did not wiſh to trouble the conmeniites | 
much at length upon the preſent occahon. He felt the ſubſect 
to be ſuch that he hardly knew how to ſpeak at all, it, 
and the more ſo as 5 had conſiderable doubts upon the ex- 
pediency of the remed '» ſuppoſing the principle of the * — | 
— to be un ble. Wird regard to the neceſſity of 
aiding the public — at this humilisting and unhappy mo- 
ment, there was indeed, either in that. Houſe or abroad, no room 
for any difference of opinion. The ſtate of public credit was 
matter of Jamentation to this country. Humiliating and la- | 
mentable it muſt be, for the very circumſtance of that Hou 
being in a committee to conſider of means to aid the conmetcitl 
credit of the nation was decided evidence of that fact, and he 
muſt add, that, the whole taken into conſideration, ve were 
ſurrounded by circumſtances of a dangerous nature. We were 
told that in point of fact there was no real danger, for that tlie 
diſtreſs was 2888 temporary, and that a now poo 
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oecd would be fully adequate to its removal. He wiſhed to 
d that might turn out to be true, but at the ſame time it was 
not quite ſatisfactory to ſee that government were obliged to 
take. up what the Bank of England would not touch. The 
anſwer to this was, that the Bank of England was not in the 
habit of entering on a ſpeculation of this nature, and that it 
would not be conſiſtent with the regularity of their proceedings 
to do ſo at this moment, Was there any thing fo peculiarly re- 
ular and precedented in the legiſlature taking up the meaſure 
that — ＋ gentlemen there was no real danger? If the Bank of 
England, accuſtomed as they were to commercial dealings, thought 
it a ſcheme upon which it was not prudent to adwenture, how 40 
gentlemen arrive at all at the concluſion that there was no danger 
the public in ſuch an adventure If it was not the habit of 
the Bank to advance money upon a certain ſpecies of 3 he 
would ſay neither had it ever yet been the habit of the public to 
advance their money upon that ſecurity. And that if there was to 
be any innovation in the affairs of commerce, it was better that it 
ſhould be made by the Bank than by the public. But it ſeemed 
utter had been applied to in vain upon this occaſion. What 
was t 
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he reaſon why the Bank had been applied to in vain?—He 

| the reaſon. why that application was unſucceſsful would 

not be very good for the public to adopt the meaſure. Theſe _ 
thoughts compelled him to entertain doubts upon the L ws 

af the preſent meaſure. But it was again ſaid that the Bank 
had already iſſued money enough upon diſcount. If that 
was the — Wh he was afraid that ublic could not be much 
benefited by iſſuing Exchequer bills for five millions more, —. 
Means ſhould rather be deviſed for -paying off thoſe. in' the 
market. He did not ſay that his opinion upon this ſubject was 

direct, but he could not hel ſuggeſting his doubts, and he 

ſhould be very glad to be anſwered by arguments, and he de- 
elared, upon his word, he ſhould be happy in hearing his obſer- 

. vations refuted. He could not help again obſerving that the 
Bank muſt have ſome ſtrong reaſons for refuſing to diſcount in 
the uſual way, for generally ſpeaking were pretty ready to 
diſcount when they thought they do fo with ſafety, for 
that was well underſtood to be for their intereſt ; if that was the 
caſe in general, how much more ſo was it on the preſent oc-, | 
caſion ? Who could be more intereſted in the general credit of 
the commerce of this country than the Bank of England? 
What then muſt be the concluſion of a man of common ſenſe, . -- 
when fuch a body of men refuſed to diſcount? What muſt theß 
think of the ſituation of the country? Theſe points prefling 
upon his mind, he owned he ſhoold not be forry to hear this 
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ſubje& went no further to- night.—Again, he muſt obſerve the 
Bank refuſed all ſhate in this buſineſs from one of two. reaſoris. 
— Either that they did not like the ſecurity that was to be 
offered to them—or that gs Bog already fo far employed their 
money as not to be able to afford the relief wanted. If the firſt 
Was the reaſon, there would be a difficulty indeed in the way of 
the preſent 'meaſure. The commiſſioners, whoever they were, 
dould not be more converſant in commerce than the gentlemen 
- who had the management of the affairs of the Bank of England, 
' And therefore the plan could not have a very flattering proſpect 
of its iſſue.—If the Bank heſitated, by what mode of reaſoning 
| Was it that the commiſſioners ſhould not heſitate, and in this 
- View he thought himſelf, as one of the truſtees of the intereſts of 
the public, bound to heſitate. —If the other reaſon was allowed, 
namely, that the Bank had already iſſued all it could afford, he 
could not fee the ultimate advantage to the public credit by the 
Tuing Exchequer bills. He muſt again repeat that he ſpoke 
upon thoſe points with doubts, which he ſhould take pleaſure in 
having removed, and grief in confirming, and he muſt really ſay 
he did not know what to do. He knew not how to ſay he 
. ſhould not agree to the committee proceeding upon this ſubjeR, 
for the purpoſe of ſupporting the commercial credit of the 
kingdom, and to remove the calamity of the country, and yet he. 
did not ſee how this plan would anſwer the purpoſe for which it 
was intended. He felt alſo another difficulty, and that aroſe 
from a motive of delicacy, from the having Rad nothing to do 
with the entering into the preſent war; the cauſe, in his opi- 
nion, of all our calamities; having, on the contrary, done every 
thing in his power to prevent it; ſo he did not wiſh to be re- 
preſented as a perſon not feeling the calamity, becauſe he had | 
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not contributed to produce it. 1 V 
A very important part of the queſtion remained, he meant 
the conſtitutional point that would be involved in it, a matter 
in itſelf of the higheſt importance. How was government to 
take the affairs of commercial dealings into its hands, without 
eſtabliſhing a precedent of the moſt dangerous and alarming na- 
ture, and without creating a general timidity in commercial - 
men, with regard to the fate of their future ſpeculations? How 
were the committee ſure that, this would not damp the ardour of 
commerce, and ſhake the general principle, which was the life 
of all commerce itſelf, the control which every man had over all 
his property? — How were they ſure that the commiſſioners, 
when appointed, would be free from Ps prejudice, favour, 
and affection, and all the weakneſſes which were common to: 
our nature—and how could it be determined that theſe com- 
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miſſioners would receive the ſecurity of one whoſe way of 
thinking upon politics might be agreeable to the Miniſter, and 
refuſe an K. good ſecurity from a perſon of a contrary way 
of thinking! Was not this opening a path to the moſt uncon- 
ſtitutional, and the moſt dangerous patronage ? Good God 
Did the committee ſee the extent of the power which this 
might give to the executive government? A power which it was 
the þoalted principle, and the firſt duty of that Houfe, jealouſly © - 
to watch. fore, therefore, he ſhould vote for ſuch a meaſure, | 
he ought to ſee ſomething like the probable: effect of it, He 4 
ought to give power of this nature with a timorous and reluctant 4 
mind. He ought to feel the danger to which his country was 
expoſed in the poſſible abuſe of ſuch a power. He ought to 
know ſomething of the propoſed end before he conſented to ſuch 
a beginning. He repeated, that although he was not in the 
leaſt degree acceſſary to the commencement of this calamitous 
War, yet he ſhould be glad to be inſtrumental in bringing it 
to a concluſion as ſpeedily as could he effected with due regard 
to the honour of this country. He blamed not the majority on 
that occaſion, but gloried in being one of the minority. He 
wiſhed to ſee the hour when this deſtructive meaſure was at an 
end, for then commercial credit would return, and with it com- 
mercial enterprize and vigour, | - . * e 
Mr. SECRETARY: DUNDAS differed entirely from the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt as to the cauſe of 
the preſent embarraſſment of commercial credit, and begged 
leave to enter a caveat againſt. the concluſion that the war was 
the cauſe.—So far was he from being of that opinion, that he 
freely declared himſelf to be perfectly perſuaded: that the preſent 
embarraſſment aroſe from the and pe une of the country at 
large. The very circumſtance df the preſent, ſtagnation was a 
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ond | proof of the power and energy of this country. - He really be- 
T, || lieved that this aroſe from the circumſtance of ſome individuals 
- | having adventured beyond their capital, and not being able to 
1 anſwer the ſudden demands made upon them, brought a tempo- 
7 | rary diſtreſs upon others, this was now in his opinion very impro- 

4 perly ſet down as a great calamity. But he ſhould require much 
c greater proofs before he ſhould ſet it down to the want of 
. neral 8 the country. The Right Honourable 
1 | Gentleman had been pleaſed to hint, that the preſent war was 

D the cauſe of this ſudden check upon commercial credit, but he 
* had not brought forward one argument in ſupport. of that aſſer- 
8 tion. War, to a certain degree, moſt: undoubtedly muſt affect. 
1 the trade of this and every commercial country, but he ſaw: no- 


8 thing in this war, in particular that diſtinguiſhed: it in — 
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reſpect, as being more calamitous than any other; and as to the 
credit which the Right Honourable Gentleman took for being 
in the minority when that ſubject was debated, he was perſecti7 
welcome to take all the advantages which he might think ought. 
to attend that circumſtance. He ſhould not now ſay any thing 
of the merits or the demerits of the war at this moment, that 
queſtion had been fully diſcuſſed -and determined by the Houſe, } 
and, in his opinion, by the public. He ſhould only ſay, that he 
had not heard any thing that altered his mind upon that ſubject, 
and he muſt declare, it appeared to him a war, in which the ho- 
nour, the happineſs, and perhaps the very exiſtence of the ſtate 
depended, and when gentlemen blamed adminiftration for en- 
tering into it, they would do well to remember that it was de- 
9 againſt us. He muſt however inſiſt, that our commerce 
was not connected with the object of the war. With reſpe to, 
the Bank of England having declined to enter into the buſineſs 
now about to be propoſed for the interference of Parliament, he 
inſiſted that this did not ariſe from any doubt they had of the 
 folvency of many merchants who now wanted temporary aid, but 
hat the whole mode of adminiſtering the aid would be contrary 
to the whole ſyſtem which had been invariably purſyed by-the 
Bank, and therefore he wiſhed it not to be underſtood it 
was the diffidence of the Bank, but that were determined ta 
make no alteration in their plan, and in this he thought _ 
wiſe, for although the ſecurity to be 2 of the 2 y of 
theſe merchants was of itſelf indiſputable, fill it vxateof the 
nature which the Bank had been accuſtomed to receive; they 
had only been accuſtomed to diſcount bills, whereas the ſecurity 
here was that of ſubſtantial goods, and really there ſeemed ta 
him to be nothing alarming in the meaſure at all; the goods 
were well known in many inſtances to be worth much more 
than the ſum for which they ſhould be depoſited; and inſtead 
of this being an alarming meaſure, it appeared to him to be 
matter of triumph to this country; for in truth this would be 
at laſt nothing more than the real wealth of the kingdom ſtand- 
ing as a ſecurity for its paper currency. As to the conſtitutional 
point, he allowed that part of the queſtion to be new ; but then 
it was juſtified by the neceſſity of the circumſtances; and really, 
upon the ſuppoſed partiality with which the commiſſioners might 
conduct themſelves, he could only ſay, that if the morals of the 
age were fo depraved, that no ſet of men could be truſted, there 
was an end of us altogether as a community. What reaſon 
could there be for ſuppoſing, that the commiſſioners to be ap- 
283 to conduct this buſineſs would be men leſs honourable 
an even the directors of the Bank of England? He . 
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/ cured. . Feeling theſe points fo . he muſt con 


| who they were to be, but he had no doubt but that they would 


be of perfect integrity, and that it would matter not to them whe- 
ther a merchant came to them with a blue coat trimmed with 
red or lined with buff; they would attend only to the nature of 


| the ſecurity he ſhould offer, and they would take care that the 


ublic ſhould be pledged for nothing that was not propel ſe- 
— ; feſs he had 
rd nothing like a reaſon why he 


oy ould not give ta this mea» 
ſure his moſt hearty aſſent. - 3 „ 
Mr, OK ſaid, that the Right Hon. Gentleman ſeemed to 


| | have forgotten the nature of the ſubject altogether. He inſiſted 


on the wealth of the nation being anſwerable for all the aid to be 
iven under this meaſure; and ſeemed to treat with contempt - 
e idea of there being any calamity; whereas the report of the 
Committee itſelf ſtated the ſubje& to be a calamity. But what 
he had endeayoured to impreſs upon the Committee was, that 


| this meaſure was likely to produce ſerious miſchief ta the coun- 


His object was not to debate upon private relief to indivi- 
duals, but to preſerve the public ultimately from the moſt com- 
plete ruin, by an 1 if tion, and a dangerous at- 
tack on the principles of the conſtitution itſelf, upon which the 
whole of our proſperity depended. With reſpect to the obſerva» 
prone tht 9 6 the cle i cauſe of the failures, he could not 


prove that to be the caſe in every inſtance that had been yet 
found, but certainly it was in the mind of every man of ſenſe 
e facie evidence of the fact. With regard to the neceſſity, 
he allowed that ta be great indeed; but whether this was ” 
proper remedy was his doubt. e had heard with re- 
ſpect to the Bank had ſatisfied him. The Right Honourable 

Gentleman ſaid they were not uſed to the mode propoſed; poſ- 
ſibly not, nor were the public either. The conſtitutional ob- 


jections too appeared to him to be unanſwered, perhaps the 
greateſt objections of all in a free government. 
Mr. S. THORN TON faid, that as a proof of the diſpoſition of 
he Bank Directors to do every thing in their power, in the uſual 
purſe of their buſineſs, far the accommodation of the public, 
hey had in the courſe of two months emplayed torty additional 
erks. It was their wiſh, however, to confine themſelves to the 
ort of accommodation to which they had been accuſtomed. But 
f their experience could be of any ſervice in promoting the re- 


anced by them would ſoon be reduced to leſs than-2,000,000. 
I FF be 5 | | excluſive 
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excluſive'of the 1,500,0001. which they had agreed: to advance 
on the vote of credit. The war was not the cauſe of the preſent 

diſtreſs, but the immenſe quantity of paper in circulation; al- 

though he admitted, that Oe war. had accelerated wo failuro of 
that 
I. HARRISON a aſked, if any propoſitions had hom: mich 

to the B 1k on the ſubject of adrnibitiermg the relief propoſed to 
be granted. If not, the argument: that the Bank' choſe to de- 
dine it was premature. 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER fad, he tot 
made no direct propoſitions on the ſubject; but he had reaſon to 
believe that the Bank did not chooſe to undertake the manage- 
ment. 

Mr. HARRISON faid, tist whimer wbb bene the Bank 
Directors might feel to go out of their ordinary line of buſineſs, 
| their regard Fl the public 'convenience might induce them, if 
aſked; to do what they — otherwiſe wiſh- to decline. To 
fay, therefore, that they would not undertake the emen 
was merely an aſſumption. 

The CHANCELLOR of che EXCHEQUER faid, that, 
fron the converſation he had had with ſome of the DireQton, he 
was affured that they would not undertake it. 

Mr. LAMBTO N faid he wiſhed not to throw an y difficulty 
in the way of the relief propoſed. Bur if the diſtreſs Arle from 
the want of markets for goods, the want of markets muſt na- 
turally be fuppoſed to arife from the war. Now, if the perſons 
apply ping for relief, and pledging their goods becauſe they could 

a market, ſhould 9 Fil in repayment, how would the 
ee or any perſons who 1 buy the goods, when 
brought to ſale by the Commiſſioners, be able to find a market? 
On this view of the fubject, he was afraid, that if the war ſhould 


continue, the relief would be only te 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCH WER ſaid, the dif- 
trefs was not produced by the want of a market, but by the imme- 
date want of a circulating medium. The market he owned had 
been leſſened by the war; but the whole diminution was not to be 
aſeribed to the war with France; our exports to which, although 
ſomewhat increaſed Ar Grd the commercial treaty, made but a very 
ſmall part of the who greater part of the diminution of 


market would have been 3 A * war in which other coun- 


tries were engaged with France, and diforder and diſtreſs-which- 
had invariably followed the progreſs of the French arms. Al- 
though the preſent diſtreſs might have been in ſome degree acce- 
lerated* by the war, the real cauſe of it was the want of advance 
in-the nature of diſcount, which had taken from immediate cir- 
CONE an-immenſe maſs of capital; * certainly had __— / 
* | lat 
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any former war produced ſuch an effect? And yet theſe were 
not events in the courſe of the few months elapſed ſince the 


commencement of the preſent war, which tended to render it pe- 


culiarly calamitous to the commerce of the country. The firſt | 
effects of a war were to be looked for on the price of the public 
funds, from which it would no doubt act by the rebound on pri- 
vate credit; but the price of the public funds had been leſs al- 


| fefted by the commencement of the preſent than by that of any 


former war. If the market for goods was diminiſticd, it was not 
all loſt ; and the ſales would only go on more flowly. For this 
difficulty the accommodation propoſed to be granted would be a 
remedy ; and beſides, only fifty per cent. was to be advanced on 
the value of goods: All the arguments he had yet heard went 
inſt any remedy whatever. As to the Commiſſioners, whom | 
he ſhould have to 18 he had made enquiry, and when his 
Right Hon. Friend faid, truly, that he knew not the names of 
any one of them, the Committee might ſuppoſe, that his en- 
quiries had not been made among thoſe whom it was uſual for 
him to conſult upon political ſubjects; but among perſons who 
could give him information, abſtracted from all party conſidera- 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid he admitted the neceſſity of ſome re. 
medy, and differed only about the means. In ſtating the defi- 
ciency of market, the Right Honourable Gentleman took into 
nis account only the loſs of the conſuinption of France, without 
imating the great quantity of our manufactures circulated 
hrough French ports to other countries. If there were not a 
great deficiency of market produced by the war, the manufac- 
turers would be overſtocked with raw materials inſtead of manu- 
actured goods. The true remedy for the preſent diſtreſs of the 
country was for Miniſters to turn their attention earneſtly' to 
beace - not to peace with France only, but to reſtoring the ge- 
u peace of Europe. The ſituation of the country, whet 
tlemen liked better to call it humiliating or unfortunate, 
ertainly was not ſuch as to juſtify the Right Honourable Secre- 
ary's mode of argument. Jo aſſert that the diſtreſs of commer- 
| ial credit was owing to the great proſperity of the country might 
ake a very ſonorous period, but would not be much reliſſied in 
he city. 1 would be conſidered as but a poor compliment to 


gongratulate a man on his having proved himſelf one of the moſt 
induſtrious manufacturers, or enterpriſing merchants, by getting 
into the Gazette as a bankrupt. No proof was yet given that the 
Bank Directors would refuſe to undertake the management of 
he plan propoſed. Let Gentlemen look at the part of the re- 
port which recommended doing it by Commiſſioners. —_ „ 
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would there fee that the Commiſſioners mall hankats able foli- 
citar, able brokers to in and value the goods, clerks, &c; 
Rc. 99 idered that the principal Board of Com- 


miſſioners muſt have ſubordinate boards, with brokers and clerks; 


7 render him totally unfit. to be conſulted. 


the Committee muſt ſee that the patronage would be moſt exten- 
five. , The Chancellor of the Exchequer had not conſulted his 
Right Honourable Friend on the of the 
the reaſon was now plain. The Right Hon. Secretary's ex- 
8 purity, his confidence that no man could be influ- 
partialities or prejudices in the diſcharge of ſuch a truſt, 
ited. The Right Hon, 
„in his own — ot the Hoantof Comvont and -orich 
|" Boards with which ke was acquainted, knew fo well that favours 
were conferred with equal readineſs on the friends of Miniſters 
and of Oppoſition, that he exp the ſame impartiality every 
trhere elſe. Other perſons, however, might be influenced 
. their 22 without being conſcious of it. The - 
ſionert were to) "of not only "of the value of goods, but of per- 
ſonal ſecuri e might think a man unfit to be truſted; 
becauſe he e Friends: ofthe -Poople; 
whos ref] ſility would have been undoubted, if he had not 
| Beta rtune to be an Aſſociator. The obvious conſequence 
of ge meaſure would. be to bring the whole commercial intereſt 
of the country into the moſt abject ſubſerviency to the miniſter 
of _ day; for although the remedy was ſaid to be only tempo- 
le remembering the preſent calamity would apprehend 
hs uch another might happen, and every perſon would na- 
rr th be afraid of being conſidered as a marked man in the hour - 
of di 
Mr. LAMBTON fad, no notice was taken of che nature of 
the ſecurities, whether they were to be raw materials, or manu- 
factures; if the latter, much of their nature depended on the fas | 
ſhion of the da 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid; it was 
Gon ht beſt to leave this to the diſcretion of the Commiſſioners. 
Mr. FOX ſaid, the Chancellor of the Exchequer. had made 
| 107 which: he apprehended-to be unfounded, viz. that 
the fall in the price of the public funds had been lefs on the com- 
mencement of the preſent war than on that of any former. Fr | 


did not pretend to be quite accurate, but he believed that, laſt 

yours W was no apprehenſion of war, three per cents. 
been 97, and when the war begs SES 1, — a2 

3 of 26 per cent. a greater difference than te 


The CHAN CELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, he had | 
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"SMITH fail, in was wocuſry too omething, | 
| ul L only recomape recommend ſome future alterations in the 5565 
was ſorry that the advance on goods depoſited 
Y reſtricted to go per cent. r 
Wo year of after the American war began, and after two loans 
he of circulating capital 1 cauſe of the evil, fix mil 
lions NN out of 8 b loan, in conſequence of the 
var, muſt hens ade cond decal to it; and Navy and Vigtpal- 
Bills were at a diſcount of eight per cent. in hed 
M. as probably would have been, but * che War. 
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lad r he rote role io oa eng! com T 
On the queſtion for receiving,now the Report of the Chelmf. 
ford Canal, an amendment was propoſed, that inftead of the 
word now, Friday be inſerted. _ . 


A ſhort debate took place; the Houſe divided, 
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Counſel were then called in, and were going to proceed, 


& 


. one. 


— — — ͤ— 


J eee ß 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER recommend- 
c 


— 
r 


ä — ——— — — — = 
2 5 renn, — — — 
es b 
— — —U—ä—jẽ—ũ ——ä— - . = & l = 
CIR - — — — 7 _ - 0 = A = 
— ———— Pon rt, SR — 3 wo cb DAY q 
— — —— l — 1 >= +> 
— — — N a — ISS — 2 
— 22 2 — —— 
— ... n by * 1 3 _ 
7M: 1 


0 44 0 
1 Fr 1 bg 3 


= 4 
10 


— 


L„ DOMMEROTAL CREDIT, . 
be Report of the Committee of yeſterday upon the ſtate of 
Commercial Credit was brought up. The reſolution for iſſuing 
: wy N by Exchequer Bills, under certain reſtrictions, &c. 
Mr. JEKYLL ſaid, that after what had already paſſed upon 
this ſubject, he had no deſire to trouble the Houſe at much 

Tength, but he thought it his duty to, fay a few words. It had 

been repreſented to him from men of great reſpectability in the 

city of . that the embarraſſment of public paper credit 
was not confined to the refuſal of diſcount at the Bank; but that 
there were accommodating bills now in circulation to the amount 
of ſeven millions of money. If chat was true, the ſum now pro- 
_ poſed would be much below what would be wanted to ſupport 
paper credit in this country; he ſubmitted, therefore, whether it 
might not be proper that the ſum, inſtead of five, ſhould be ſe- 

ven millions. „ V 

Mr. ADAM, in a very able ſpeech, went much at large into 
the whole of the ſubject, touching on each particular branch of 

it in its order; from premiſes thus derived, his concluſion was, 
that the preſent mode was not the beſt that might be deviſed to 
obtain the end defired—to reſtore general confidence throughout 
the country with regard to commercial credit. The mode which 
he recommended was, that one million, or a million and à half, 
ſhould be iſſued by Exchequer Bills, as a ſecurity for individuals 
who, under certain regulations, ſhould apply to the Bank for the 
difcount on bills. If the Bank had this ſecority they would diſ- 
count as uſual. The reſtoration of diſcount at the Bank would 
produce a general reſtoration of credit, and all- ſubordinate diſ- 
counts. would naturally flow in their due order all over the king- 
dom, and thoſe who applied for aſſiſtance would haye it at the 


- 


moderate intereſt of five per cent. | 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER did not ap- 
prove of this plan, becauſe the Bank would not diſcount bills 
upon the ſpecies of ſecurity which thoſe who were to = 
| . | N 
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lieved under the ſyſtem propoſed by the reſolution no before 

the Houſe had to offer. He did not think the plan of the Hon. 

Gentleman ſufficiently extenſive for the propoſed object. 
Mr: FOX Mw that the Exchequer Bills to be iſſued in, 


| purſuance of this reſolution were to be at ad. halipenny per cent.” 


per day intereſt, Other Exchequer Bills were at the intereſt of 3d d. 
| percent. per day. Theſe bills, when iſſued, might be at a fort of 
| diſcount, and it might poſſibly be the caſe, that a, perſon being 
verned by the market price, might in fact be compelled to pay 

x or ſeven per cent. for this aid from the public purſe. This 
ought to be explained, for it did not appear to him to be very de- 
licate, at a time when we had ſtatutes againſt individuals taking 
more for the uſe of their mon : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


upon any contract than five per 
cent. If it was thought adviſable to repeal thoſe ſtatutes, and to 
| make the rate of intereſt. ſubject to the fluctuation of a market, 
| poflibly there might not be any very ſtrong reaſons for oppoſing 
ſuch a meaſure ; but while theſe laws continued, he thought it 
would not be proper that perſons, aided by the public upon a pub- 
lic occaſion, ſhould pay more than what the law eſtabliſhes in 
all other caſes. _—_ Pf „ . 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid a few. 
words, importing that perſons having very extraordinary aid 


ſhould not complain if they gave ſomething more than five per 
cent. intereſt. | | . | | 


Mr. H. THORNTON entered into the ſubject much at 


large, and in the courſe of his ſpeech ſaid, he believed that, all 
expences defrayed, the perſon receiving aſſiſtance under the pre- 
ſent plan would be compelled to pay intereſt at the rate of be- 
tween ſix and ſeven per cent. The Hon. Member then affigned 
reaſons for wiſhing that the intereſt ſhould be as nearly as could 
be to five per cent. % ee e 
After a few words from Mr. HUSSEY, Mr. CHIS WELL, 
and Mr. W. SMITH, the reſolution was read a ſecond time, 


agreed to, and a bill ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of 


88285 TRAITERQUS coRRESONDEN E.. 

| The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved, that the amend- 
ments made by the Lords in the Traiterous Correſpondence: Bill 
be now taken into conſideration. He recapitulated the arpu- 
ments which he had advanced on a former occaſion, with reſpect 
to the puniſhment, as in caſes of counterfeiting. the king's mo- 
ney, which did not work e blood why de Hon, In 
he amendments made by the Lords, they had granted the pri- 
ner thi benefits of the aft of William and Mer, dae 
iprteiture and corruption of blood. Though he ſtill retained the 
77 2 RIO 577 Wee, binn 
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lion in favour of the clauſe, 5s it ſtod When it paſiſec 
| ſe; yet; ſooner chan the Bill mall be loft, he would af- 
ſent. to the amendments made by the Lords. In caſe the pre- 
ſent bill ſhould he loſt, nine twentieths of the proviſions of it 


Y jrd, not ſo well defined, and the remaining twentieth would 


mad, he (lf retained his former e with regard to te pu- 
Pos 


niſhment, as in cafe of counterfeit ng the king's money, but 
ſuch was his fotidnefs for the bill, that ſooner than it ſhould be 


Jet, he would alſent to the amendments made by the Lords: in 


cafe he ſhould diffent from that amendment, it did not follow . 


that the bill ſhould be loſt in the preſent ſeſſions,” and if it even 
ſhould,” he did nor fee thar it would be any great loſs. The 
Eotds had made one amendment, Which ſhould have his hearty 
aſſent, viz. in granting the unhappy perſon, who might be ac- 
cuſed of high treaſon, all the benefits of the acts of William and 
Anne, there were fo many ſhields and guards to defend him from 


the power and partiality of the magiſtrate with whom he was to 


contend ; but when he came to the price which the priſoner was 
to pay for thoſe benefits, viz. corruption of blocd and forfeiture, 
He could by ho means accede to it. The 'highelt puniſhment 
was the forfeiture of life, and the legiſlature that added a ſingle 
* zota te By uniſhment beyond what was abſolutely 3 1 ſq 

far a d Houſe 


10 


W F He wiſhed that 


a catch a little more of the Hberal ſpirit which dictated the 
and corruption of blood, which, under the act of Queen Anne, 
Was to dete dn che 4 Cardinal Vork? and who could ſay 
but the next poſt. from Rome might bring an acoount of the 
demiſe of that illuſtrious perfon ? The learned gentleman had 

ited a very ſttange thing indeed What, that if this bill fell to 
the ground, nineteen parts out of twenty of it would operate ag 
ſo many enactments of high treaſon, under the exiſting laws on 
that ſubject. Surely the learned gentleman could not be ſerious 
_ when he came forward with ſo ſtrange an aſſertion, he wiſhed 
he had ſaid ſo in ſome former ſtage of it; but he would tell the 
learned Gentleman it was not true. Was it high treaſon to ſend 
aid to an individual which-was not intended to paſs to the govern- 
ment of France, ot to purchaſe land in France? No. There 
was 3 diſtinctioh to be obſerved betwixt the individual and the 
888 and the learned ee himſelf acknowledged 
mat diſtinction; for in the clauſe for prohibiting the exportation 
af ſhoes to that country, it was aſked, Why not, on the ſame 


— 
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ground, prohibit the exportation of woollen cloth? What was 


the 


ould remain high treaſon, under the z th of Edward the 


of, William and Anne; why Thould the Lords add forteiture 
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ſame 
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one evidence, and eircumſtances, that the priſe 
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e dee is unpoſſible 2 uiſh betwint tha 
cloaths that may be applied to the ſoldiery e individual. 


Mr. Fox ni ed pardon for — 3 the ueſtion—he 
in We the learned Gentleman: He then ad- 
8 ſeve inp. | in ſupport of the propriety of reſcinding 
the corru tion of blood, and forfeiture, and of reſerving to — 
priſoner | the privileges of the acts of William and Anne. 


The SOL ITOR GENERAL: ſupported the opinion ab: 


| hs Attorney General; and ſaid; that under the _ of William 


and Anne, though it ſhould appear-to-the jury on the oath of 


ar was guilty, 
yet he could not be convicted, becauſe the law-exprefely ſtated, 
that he can only be found guilty on che oath _ ow: e eme, 
conteĩved to be a defect. 5 

Mr. ADAM followed the Solicitor 83 py in a ſpeech | 
of ſome length, replete with legal reaſoning, ſupported the opi- 
nion of Mr. Fox, and deferided the acts "William and-Anne, 
which were made in the beſt of times, and dene by a liberal 
ſpirit.” The whole of the Solicitor General's 
nion, ſeemed to be Tere] more nor leſs t a with: to repeal 
thoſe very acts. 8 4 5k ; to 0 | 

In order to Winde ths falurary «es of theſe two ads, Mr. 
Mam armed a priſoner with the benefits of them. He then took 
thoſe benefits away, in order to ſhew the pitiable ſituation in 
which he ſtood, without a counſel to adviſe, without a copy of 
his indictment, a liſt of his jurors and witueſſes, and his life at 
the mercy of one witneſs. 

LORD INCHIQUIN faid a few words i in unge the bill. 

- Mr. CUR WEN renewed his objections to the bill. and muſt 


gin ey, Nieren e, him to be part of a plan to en 30 


falk e alarm; | 
Mr. WILLIAM SMITH, in a ſhort ſpeerh, argued againſt 


"The ranger, were then ordered to withdrive from the gallery, 


| it. 
Auring which time ſeveral amendments were adopted. 


The main queſtion was then put and carried. The Solicitor 
General was ordered to carry the Bill to the Lords, = ade 
er © concurrence do the | oa e Ee bod 
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ths DUNCOMBE ſaid, he held in his hand 2 Petition from 
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The Petition of the Inhabitants of the Town and Neigh- .. 


«AS 
5 213 


„ q I DOT IS FFT 
That the Houſe of Commons is not, in the E the 
words, what your petitioners are from form obliged to term it, 
viz. the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled,” 
not being freely elected by a majority of the whole people, but 


by a very ſmall portion thereof; and that from the partial 


manner in which members are ſent to Parliament, a their 
long continuance there, they are not the real, fair, and in- 


dependent repreſentatives of the whole people of Great Bri- 


tain. 5 | IP Be on 
Your petitioners are lovers of peace, of liberty, and of juſtice 
They are in general tradefmen, and artificers, unpoſſeſſed of free. 


hold land, and conſequently have no voice in chooſing members 
do ſit in Parliament; but though they may not be freeholders, 
they are men, and do not think themſelves fairly nſed in being 


excluded the rights of citizens. Their a// is at ſtake, equally 
with the freeholders; and whether that all be much or little, 


whilſt they pay their full ſhare of taxes, and are peaceable and 
loyal members of cer > they ſee no reaſon why they ſhould 


not be conſulted with reſpect to the common intereſts of their 


common country. They think men are objects of repreſenta- 


tion, and not the land of a freeholder, or the houſes of a bo · 
rough- monger. | 1 05 1 . 


It is not merely becauſe heavy and grievous taxes 0 reſs 


them, that your petitioners pray for the reform of abuſes, which 
are too notorious to be denied by the moſt prejudiced: It is as 


much on account of the application of the money as of the 


money itſelf, for which they are concerned. They love their 
country, and would contribute a portion of their laſt ſhilling to 
its ſupport, were they ſure that every ſhilling paid was well ex+ 
pended. They. pray alſo for the correction of this abuſe, becauſe 
they are convinced that upon it depends the peace, happineſs, 
| proſperity of their country. wr np LEE 

t your petitioners wiſh the Houſe of Commons to become 
the true repreſentative or judgment. of the Commons of Great 
Britain, and the undoubted guardian of the intereſts. of the 


people. That the delegates and their conſtituents' may feel one 


common intereſt, members of Parliament ſhould be choſen for 
mort terms; and deſcending from their delegated ſtation, mix 
again-with the people by whom they were choſen, 


bs ms > Hs DSD aENTTRTR_—— 
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e u e of the er- it pech ht not to 
1 de ſmothered by the voice of 7 intereſt, oy, whey be 

fairly and fully heard: as nothing ſhort of this will do away 
that "athappy pirit of diſcontent which ſo generally eee in 
our country; this done, neither proclamations nor p 
tions will de neceſſary to ſecure its Ae eee and peace. 
Your petitioners, therefore, re 2 with the greateſt con- 
ice on the virtue of ſome, and on the ene ſenſe, 
——_ and juſtice of all, hope this Honourable will 
| take theſe premiſes into their molt ſerious conſideration, and 


| | adopt"ſuch a plan of effectual reform in the repreſentation of 


deen worded; he ſaid fo to t 


the Commons in Parliament, and of the duration IF the 1185 25 
* their: wiſdom ſhall ſeem proper. 

+ *» © "(Signed by orght thouſand pere. Ji- 
| Mr. DUNCOMBE faid, that although deſired to preſent 
this petition, he did not approve of the manner in which it had 
| bote who deſired him to preſent it; 
dut they were determined it ſhould be preſented, = he did fo 
in compliance with their wiſhes.” He fad he had preſented ſeve- 
ral petitions for a parliamentary, reform, And to a temperate 
reform he had always been, and mill was, a friend; but he would 
not go the length which ſeemed to be the object of this petition, 
a repreſentation from population alone; we had too much rea- 
ſon to diſſent from ſuch a plan, from che confuſion and anarchy , 
of France.—But, however, as far as the words of this petition - 
were to be confidered, . he begged leave to tell the Houſe, that 
the petitioners were only manufacturers, and not very well ac- 
nairited with the language required for addreſſing the Houle of 
Commons, and that circumſtance he truſted ont be an exte-. 
nuation of their fault.—He then moved, that the petition be now. 
brou . u 
RYDER oppoſed the bringing vp of the petition, on | 
Maps round, that it was not worded in a manner ſufficiently re- 
| ſpeAtul to that Houſe, and that they could not conſiſtently.” with 
their own dignity receive it. | 
Mr. FRAN EIS obſerved, that 8 the Hen ande Gees, 
tleman who ſpoke, nor the other Honourable Gentleman who 
oppoſed the bringing up the petition, had pointed out any one 
diſreſpectful expreſſion contained in it. It had been ſaid, that 
: prayer was not objected to; but how was it poſſible to pray 


for a reform, in the repreſentation of the people in Parliament, 
without gong terms in the body of the petition, which might be 
conftrued, by ingenious men, into diſreſpect for the Houſe of 
ommons? In 1. opinion, it would be but fair in gentlemen 


o ſtate thoſe 3 ms * 8 25 appear to them ſo Highly y 
obj able. © = 
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the Right Honourable Gentleman Je. Pitt) was Miniſter, 


„ PARLIAMENTARY cee 


prayer of the petition: but it appeared to him, that what was 


the petitioners, in the beginning of the petition, that 


| kidbyth e be 
tat Houſe was not, in fact, what they were obliged, in form; 


to call them, was ſo highly diſreſpectful to the Houſe, that they. 


would altogether loſe ſight of what was due to their on dignity, = 
' if they ſhould allow'the petition to be brought u 


Mr. GREY fad he had hoped, thas the Honownble Gentle+ | 


man would not have confined himſelf to the general objection 


which he had mentioned, but would have pointed out ſome ſpe- 
cific expreſſions, particularly indecent and diſreſpectful to the 


Hauſe. The petition from the town of Nottingham had been 


alluded to, and it had been ſaid that, if no difference could be 
ſhewn between that petition and it, the preſent ought to ſhare 
the ſame fate that it had done. He, for one, did certainly think 
that the Nottingham petition ought to haye actes ; but, 
on the ſuppoſition that the . of that petition had been 


night, it was ſurely incumbent on thoſe who, on the ground of 


that precedent, oppoſed the preſent petition, to point out the 
E 8 in it, which are ſimilar to thoſe which had 
n ſuppoſed objectionable in the Nottingham petition. He 
could ſee nothing diſreſpectful in this petition— nothing for 
which he thought it neceſſary to ſtate an extenyation, If any 
thing contained in it ſhould be fo conftrued, and the petition, on 


that account, rejected, gentlemen might ſay, as they pleaſed, 


that the people had a right to petition for a reform of the repre- 
ſentation. of Parliament; but they would deny to them, in the 
ſame breath, the power of exerciſing ſuch right, Did he con- 


| «eive that the Houſe of Commons are, at this moment, in a juſt 
ſenſe of the word, a proper repreſentation of the people in Palia- 


ment, he would not certainly- bring forward that motion, of 


. Which he had given notice, and which he meant to ſubmit to 


the conſideration of the Houſe on Monday (May 6). Had the 
petitioners been of that opinion, they would not have petitioned 


the Houſe. With what decency, he would aſk, can Ho- 


nourable Gentlemen ſay, that thoſe ſentiments and expreſ- 
ſions are indecent and diſreſpectful to that Honſe, which they 
themſelves have, over and over again, expreſſed to their conſti- 
tuents. The Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him 
5 Pitt) had done ſo; —a Noble Duke (Richmond) had done 
o alſo. Petitions too, for the ſame purpoſe with the preſent, and 


couched in language no leſs ſtrong, had been on former occafions 


preſented and received by the Houſe. One petition had been pre- 
ſented, from the county of Nottingham, brought forward whep 
the year 1785, and received by the Houſe. —This petition Mr | 
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Grey read, which Plated; in general, that the petitioners had 
deen taught to revere the conſtitution, and; While things went 
well; the - had retained that belief; 3 but fatal ex perier ad oy a 
ceived hem, and Gogh them that the 151 of for 
imes had been derived only from the better ſpirit, o the times 
c. He then maintained that nothing was ſta pe 
jetition which' had not been ſtated, in equally tain terms, 'in 
the petition which He had juſt read, and in"others which Had 
en received by the Hoiſt” Were they then, he would aſk,” 
t tell the people, that, inſtead of acting upon ons uniform rule 
of right and juſtice, they were to be regulated by whim, or bx 
hat might be convenient, at the time, to te i intereft of « define 
perſons ?. Nothing was, in his mind, ſb effential' = the procuring. 
relpet to that Houſe, as conſiſtency in its proctedi dings; ; and 1 no- 
thing cduld be fo Sefogatdiry to its dignity,” as to encourage the 
CO * to ſtate fairly their grievances, and chen, When they d 
come forward with a fair ſtatement, to turn thort round upon 
them, and refuſe to receive their petitions, upon a little ĩnaccu- | 
of expreſſion. In his opinion the Houſe could not do fo 
w ith any regard to its own dignit Ph or without forfeiting all 
cla wy to reſpẽct, and he muſt there re give his vote for receiv- 
ing tition. 

Mr. ILBERFORCE faid, hat it appeared to him that 
the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt had confounded two 
things wich were perfectly iſtinQ ; and. upon that very diſ- 
tinction he grounded his iche with reſpect to this petition. 
The Honourable Gentleman feemed to ſuppoſe, that the peti- 
tioners muſt have a right to ſtate in their petition, whatever he 
might ſpeak i in his place in the Houſe, and in the ſame terms. 
To this doctrine it was impoſſible for him to ſubſcribe. Liberty 
of ſpeech, and freedom of diſcuſſion, in that Houſe, formed an 
eſſential part of the conſtitution of this country ; but it was ne- 
cell; 5.75 that perſons coming forward as petitioners ſhould addreſs 

ſe in decent and reſpe&ful lan in ſaying this, he 
Fo up, not for the dignity of the Hon e of Commons only, 
but for that of the whole Gen of Great Britain: — thoſe 
who wiſhed that any reſpect ſhould be paid to that Houſe, were 
called upon to give Aa moſt determined oppoſition to what ra- 
ther ſeemed to 2 a ſyſtematic deſign of preſenting: petitions to 
the Houſe couched in the moſt indecent and diffeſpectful lan-* 
guag for the purpoſe of trying how far they would bear with 
u inſults, an perhaps even with the view of their being re- 
jected. This, he RT, was not more injuriouseto the, 
Ho le, than to the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Grey) him- 
ſelf, and to all thoſe who wiſhed ſof a modetate reform; for 
what could tend more to conſound thoſe who aim at reform of 
Vor. 1 FF aay 
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any kind. wich thoſe who wiſh. to oyerſet the conſtitution, and 
with, the people who are commonly called Jacobins: He con- 
cluded with ſaying that, though: member for the county fron 

whence the petition came, he thought it fo highly indecent and. 

diſreſpeRtful to the Houſe, that he felt he could not do otharwiſe 
than vote againſt its being received. 


Mx. LAMBTON. ſaid, that any diffidence which the peti- 
tioners: might have expreſſed as to the, Honourable Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, or his colleague, preſenting. theiy petition, he 
muſt preſume to have been. rather the effect of their total filence 
| laſt year. with reſpect to the ſubject, of it, than from any idea 
of its containing - expreſſions; diſteſpectſul to the Houſe, —He 
wiſhed indeed that Honourable Gentleman. would take the trou- 
ble to point out any expreſſions of diſreſpect. The petition had 
been ſaid to come from ignorant tradeſmen, and, if fo, poliſhed 
language was hardly to be expected; but why did not the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman and his colleague ile them to alter or 
ſoften any expreſſion which ſeemed to them improper.! He mult 
- conclude the had not done fo, becauſe they wiſhed. the petition 
"Mr, WILBERFORCE explained, that, althovgh he chought 
many. paſſages in the petition ; extremely objectionable, yet had 
the firſt paſſage, been omitted, which he chiefly objected. to, and 
which went to deny the conſtitutional exiſtence of that Houſe, 
he would have given his vote for receiving the petition. With 
reſpect to what had been ber, * his own wee aud that of wt 
colleague, in not giving their advice to the petitioners, they had 
not _ lo, CET: Re ſuppoſed 1 . 
whoſe opinions they would be more apt to be influenced by. . 

Mr. DUNCOMBE alfo explained... 
tion, and knew 


Mr. FOX ſaid that he had not ſeen the petiti | 
nothing of its contents, but what he had collected in the courſe 
of the ebe; but, if the prayer of it was, as he underſtqod it 
to be, for univerſal perſonal repreſentation, he begged leave to 
ſay, that there was not in the Houſe a more ſteady enemy to 
any ſuch mode of repreſentation. than the Member who had 
then the honour to addreſs them. But notwithſtanding this, he 


1 


thought himſelf. bound in duty to vote that the petition. thoyld 
be brought up. It was certainly his opinion that petitions to 
that Houle ought to be in reſpectful language meaning how 
|  eyer to be umſerſtpod, that they ought to be as reſpectful as can 
be, conſiſtent with the ſull freedom of ſtating thoſe grievances 
which may be complained of in the prayers, of ſuch petitions, 
If the objectional matter ſhould, be wholly irreleyant to the 
prayer, and evidently introduced only with the view of ſhewing 
dir ſpect to the Houle, he would be of opinion that ſuch a petit 
| Xt: el 220008 
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were 
indeed. which would, in his mind, authoriſe its *rejeRtion. —In. 
this reſpect, however, he did not go quite ſo far as fome others, and 
particularly the preſent Lord Chancellor, who, on tlie memorable” 
occaſion of the Middleſex election, had thought, and had dif- 
tinctly ſo expreſſed himſelf, that the right of the people was ſo 
ſtrong to petition the King, Lords, and Commons, that nothing 


3 


The petitioners there faid, that they had thought the conſtitü- 
tion good till awaked by the calamitous conſequences of tlie 
American war :—that petition did not go againſt the form of 
the repreſentation, but againſt the whole conffitution. It was 
therefore his opinion that the prefent petition ought to be re- 
ceived, Were he to be aſked, whether there was any petition 
which he would reject? — he would anfwer that he waullil cer- 
taihly be for rejecting any FRY which ſhould deviate from 

dn. | 85 a the 
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tion . to be rejected ;—but, if che terms of the petition” | 
relevant to the prayer, the expreſſions muſt be very rung 


— 


contained in the petition, However objectionable, if relevant to 
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the ſubject of its prayer, for the evident purpoſe of inſulting the 
Houſe o_ where — appeared clearly 3 the 2 "= 
1hſtead. of the remedy of the grievance complained of. If the 
Houſe ſhould i the petition, it might tend to impreſs the 
people with a belief that they felt /ore upon the ſubject, and in 
this view he thought it imprudent as well as unjuſt.— He had 
always wiſhed to preſerve the reſpect of that Houſe, which he 
had ever conſidered of the higheſt importance.—lmportant, from . 
the danger which -muſt ariſe to the conſtitution from its being 
impotent as to the crown ;—and from the danger of the crown, 
and that Houſe becoming impotent, with — ct to oppoſing 
lawleſs anarchy. The beſt way to preſerve — reſpect of the 
Houſe was, to ſhew a kindneſs to the people, and not to ſpurn 
them with diſdain. It was indeed ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that 
thoſe who oppoſed fo. much every ſpecies of innovation, ſhould 
vo with to adopt a mode of proceeding ſo new: the Houſe 
Had, in 1785, received the petition from the county of Notting- 
ham, which he had alread mentioned; they had alfo received 
others, on the ſame ſubject, in 1783 and 1784, expreſſed in 
terms not leſs. ſtrong than the . preſent one. An durable 
Gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had ſaid, that it may be right ta 
receive a petition, at one time, and not at another; but he had 
not ſtated in what the difference conſiſted betwixt the year 1785, 
and the preſent time. One eſſential difference was, that the 
Right Honourable. Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Pitt) had 
no changed his mind. That Right Honourable Gentleman, 
at that time, was a ſupporter of reform, and every petition in 
favour of it was of courſe received, What other differences the 
Honourable Gentleman might allude to he could not tell ; for, 
was not this a period when the. ſtrongeſt attachment had been 
' ſhewn to the conſtitution? While, in 1785, the ideas of that 
extraordinary ſyſtem of general repreſentation was even enter- 
- tained and avowed by members of his Majeſty's cabinet. In his 
fa e was no way fo likely to perſuade the people that 
t ee ſew grievances, as when the Houſe ſhewed themſelves 
willing to hear them. There was, ſomehow, an idea of a dif- 
ferent kind always entertained by. the people, when their ſupe- 
riors ſcemed averſe to liſten io their complaints. He would 
therefore conclude with giving his vote for bringing up the 
petition. _ 1 75 © 5555 ae] PU „ = | "= ip 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS faid, that, with reſpect to 
the alluſions which had been made by the Right Honourable 
Gentleman who had jo at down, as to the opinion ſaid to 
have been given by a Noble Lord (the Lord Chancellor) at 4 
former period; as he was not in the Houſe at that time, he ha 
no perſonal knowledge of what then paſſed; but, if the _ 
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Lord had expreſſed himſelf in the preciſe manner which bad 
deen ſtated, it would only be a proof, that very wiſe and very able 
n may. Jomatimes - fay very fooliſh. things. He ,conceived the 

petition now in queſtion to be highly. indecent and diſreſpectful; 


| it ſeemed to him to be juſt the ſame as if a perſon going to 


petition the King, with the crown upon his head, ſhould ſay to 
his Majeſty, that ſęeing him wear the crown, he was obliged in 
point of form to petition him, but that he muſt. tell him he had no 
light to wear it; or if, in preſentihg a petition, to the Houſe of 
Lords, he ſhould tell their Lordthips, that he knew they had 
o right to fit in that Houſe. Such was the language now held 
to the Houſe of Commons in the preſent petition, and he did 
not think that the words which were introduced, and had been 
ſo much reſted upon, viz. ** n the juft ſenſe of the word,” made' 
any difference whatever: in his opinion the Houſe would have 
ather a bad taſte if they received ſuch a petition; and it ſeemed 
indeed to him as if the petitioners had had a deſire to offer ſome- 
thing to the Houſe which they would be under the neceſſity of 
cjeching. Why ſhould gentlemen have ' recourſe to the peti- 
on from the county of Nottingham, which happened many 
rears ago, and not rather to that from the town of Nottingham, 
vithin theſe few weeks? The preſent petitioners would from 
thence be taught what they ought. to do; they were then told 
that they might ſtate their grievances as ſtrongly as they pleaſed, 
Hut they muſt do it in decent and reſpectſul terms; they muſt 
not addreſs that Houſe as a Houſe of Commons, and at the 
ame time deny its exiſtence. He muſt, therefore, give his vote 
for rejecting this petition; which be would do with the leſs 
eluctance, becauſe he knew the petitioners had it in their 
power to preſent. a petition. next day to the very ſame effect. 
ſtating their grievances with no leſs precition and diſtinctneſs, 
ind at the ſame time in ſuch terms, that the Houſe could have 


no difficulty in receiving it. | | 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, that he ſhould not advert to all the 
ngular expreſſions of the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas), but one appeared to him to be deſerving of ſome notice, 
namely, that it ſometimes happened, that a very wife man faid 


a very fooliſh thing. The concluſion which the Horigarable 


Gentleman evidently - withed the Houſe to draw from this 


obſervation, was, that the preſent Chancellor, who made uſe 


of the expreſſion alluded to, {id a very footiſh thing, and ſuch 
in the ſober hour of reflection he would e 6 iHis 
preſent ſituation allowed him that reflection, and he had no 
doubt but that high. and exalted character had availed humfelf of 


the advantage of that ſituation ; and he had no doabt that 


Nobie | 


ſtnutional, and as a precedent h 


* 


| Noble Lord thought many thingy which he ſaid on various other 


occaſions in another ſituation were very fooliſh things. — That 
Noble and Learned Lord had formerly ſaid that the Right Hon 
Gentleman (Mr. Pitt), and others with whom he acted, had obtain- 
ed the power which they now held in a manner perfectly uncon- 


that the Noble and Learned „ he had no doubt, now 


thought à very fooliſh dhſervation.—He had alſo highly repro- 
bat 


the conduct of the members of the preſent adminiſtration,” 
with reſpect to the regulation of the affairs of India, and par- 


ticularly with reſpect to the India bill; he had ſaid that the 


whole of the meaſure. was of a nature fo flagrant chat it ought to 
have Joſt his Majeſty's Miniſters the confidence vf the public 


that alſo, be now, no doubt, thought a very fooliſh thing. 
With reſpect to the preſent petition being in language--not-ſuf-- 
fciently reſpectfu}, 0 

tion, to which his Honourable. Friend had alluded; was much 


maintained, that the Nottingham peti- 


ſtronger than, the preſent ; and he muſt- confeſs, he ſuſpected 
that the objeCtion to the roughneſs. of the language was not the 


real cauſe why this petition Was oppoſed; he was ſtrengthened 


in this by a recollection of the conduct of the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer at the time of preſenting the Nottingham petition. '. 

| Obler Nieht Honourable Gentle 
man (Mr, Dundas), that the Houſe would not ſhew its taſte by 
ä e petition, he could only ſay, that this petition 


And as to tlie obſervation of the 


being dr 
nr of explaining their thoughts in that attic! elegance of 
ftyle, for which the Right —— Gentleman was fe 
eminently diſtinguiſhed—whether the petition could have been 
hetter worded to pleaſe fome Honourable: Members of that Houſe, ' 


awn by poor and plain mechanics, who had not the 


was foreign from the preſent ſubject of debate: but for the pe- 

titioners to have expreſſed. their thoughts: better, or expreſſed 
the object at all. of their gricvance,. he maintained to be im“ 
poſſihſe. They ſaid that the Houſe of Commons is not, in the 
juſt ſenſe of the words, what they were from form obliged to 


term it, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 
That was the. very grievance they complained of, and they 
were mild in the choice of the expreſſions, for if they had ſaid 


that the Houſe of Conimons at preſent were not the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, they would not have 


been juſtified, but they went to no ſuch offenſive length in 


their expreſſions, for they had, in the juſt ſenſe of the words, 


eyed the reſpect they had for the Houſe as it was now con- 


ituted $90; they went ſtill further; ſor they added that they. 
lor form were ph 


ged. to term them fo. That the Houſe, "as 
3 e 
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now formed, was the Commons in Parliament aſſembled, was 
a bold aſſertion. Would the Right Honourable Gentleman ſay 
they wete ſo? Theſe things conſidered, he was ready to affirm, 
that in his opinion there was not a more reſpectful ſtyle to be 
adopted, conſiſtently with the ſpirit of the petition and the na- 
ture of the grievance it complained of, and the remedy it called 
for. He ſaid the language of the petition was correct, and he 
would aſk the gentlemen who objected to it to ſay, that they 
would undertake to prove it was not true; the fact was that. 
they felt ſincerely the truth of it, —As to the manner in which. 
the debate was to be carried on for Monday next, he knew 
nothing of it; how the event ſhonld happen did not belong to 
him to anticipate ; he feared, however, from the ſpirit of exulta- 
tion which he perceived on the other fide, when that ſubject was 
alluded to, that confidence was entertained his Honourable 
Friend's motion would be negatived—it was not poſſible for him 
to ſay that it would not then appear to certain gentlemen, and 
particularly to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that what was. 
thought wiſe at one time, might be thought fooliſh at another; 
and that what was fooliſh at one time, might be wiſe at another. 
Theſe things were explained to that Right Honourable Gen- 
| tleman by his great preceptor the Right Honourable Secretary 
| of State, and he had not the leaſt doubt but that they were ex- 
plained: to his ſatisfaction; in this idea he was a ere deal con- 
firmed by the folemn ſilence of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man. — He had no doubt that parliamentary reform appeared to 
that Honourable Gentleman now a very fooliſh thing.— The 
anticipation however of ſuch an event, he was ſure, would not 
diſcourage his Honourable Friend in the cauſe in which he had 
embarked.—And as to petitions, and the ſqueamiſh nicety which 
had appeared of late about receiving them, unleſs . penned in 
ſuch and ſuch language, he had no difficulty in ſaying, that the 
Houſe would ſoon be compelled to receive them.—He had no 
with to ſay any ng that ſhould tend to bring the dignity of 
that Houſe into queſtion; on the contrary, he wiſhed to fee it 
ſupported, - But with regard to the preſent petition, his 5 1 
compelled him to ſay, that if the petition was rejected, it would 
not be becauſe it was diſreſpectful in language, but becauſe it 
/ 
Mr. BOUVERIE ſaid he was, and always had been, for re- 
ceiving petitions, but not for inſulting that Houſe. The pe- 
itioners in this caſe had only ſtated a grievance which ought in 
is Opinion to he attended to. Perhaps it might have been more 
properly. worded; but he did not ſee any thing that ſhould have 
nduced him at any time, particularly at this time, to vote for its 


* 


which an Honourable Gentleman had alluded, he could only 


- 


oſtener wanted for ſpeaking than for remaining ſilent. He had 
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many things he heard in this debate had been already anſweret, 


that it might not be known, he muſt ſay, that dae remained 


to be of a character legally eſtabliſhed-to redreſs any grievance 


Britain, but ſuch as the petitioners were bound to term the Com- 
mon of Great Britain. Alſo, that the petitioners had not ſtated 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER gad, it dd 
not appear to him to be neceſſary for him to trouble the Houſc 
much at length on the preſent occaſion. As to the ſilence to 


ſay that, conſidering the nature of his ſituation, and the frequent 
occaſions he had to addreſs them, an apology from him would be 


another reaſon for remaining ſilent until now, which was, that 


and many that required no anſwer. He had heard a great deal of 
what happened ſome time ago in debates in that Houſe, with. 
reſpect to the right of petitioning; and the arguments of 2 
Noble Lord had been alluded to upon that ſubje&: what that 
Noble Lord had ſaid upon that occaſion, he knew not, but it did 
not ſeem to him to be detailed to-day in a language ſufficiently 
accurate to influence the deciſion of r Houſe upon the preſent 
queſtion. He did not know that it was ſtrictly regular to take no-: 
tice of what was intended to be done on the debate on Monday.— 
But he would fay that when the queſtion of a parliamentary re- 
form came to be agitated, he ſhould ſubmit to the Houſe reaſons 
why he thought that a parliamentary reform, in whatever fhape 

it may come, ſhould be oppoſed at the preſent time. And 
he ſhould alſo compare the thoughts he had at this time with 
thoſe he had formed upon a former occaſion. But he begged 
now to obſerve that the queſtion at preſent before the Houſe 
was, whether the nature of the petition preſented to them was 
ſuch. as they ought to receive, and whether it did not contain | 
matter of evident diſreſpec᷑t to the Houſe? The expreſſions 


which had been complained of were clearly unneceſſarily intro- . - 
. duced; and that of itſelf appeared to him-to be a reafon for 


thinking that the direſpe& was intentional. With reſpe& to the 
obſervation that it was an object with thoſe who objected to this 
petition to reject it becauſe of the truth of it, and with a view 


to be known at preſent upon that ſubject, but w the 
Houſe of Commons would, or would not, receive it; the con- 
tents of the petition itſelf were already ſufficiently well known. 
But the e e on which. he grounded his objechon to the re- 
ceiving the petition was, that it did not acknowledge the Houſe 


at all, becauſe it did not ftate them as the Commons of Great 


any means by which  they' conceived that the form ſhould be 
amended—nothing by which the conſtitution ſhould be more 
ſecure— nothing by which their rights and privileges could be 
* 6 | CE : better 
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vations, and coneluded with giving his diſſent to the bringing up 
of this petition. wg pa: To | 
Mr. FOX explaingd, and faid he was cotifident of the words 
he quoted from the ſpeech of the preſent Chancellor, It was 
not his only, but it was alſo the opinion of Mr. Grenville, and 


he believed others who were ſtill members of that Houſe. He, 


however, had no difficulty in ſaying, that if a petition was pre- 
ſented to that Houſe, denying its power to act as the repreſenta- 
tive body for the people, to raiſe * and ſo on, that would 
tend to bring the power of that Houſe in public contempt, and 
therefore to the reception of ſuch a petition he ſhould give his 
negative; but there was nothing of that nature in the preſent 
petition, and therefore he ſhould vote for its being now. re- 


ceived. 3 . 
Mr. WHITBREAD faid, he ſaw no reafon for rejedting this 


2 on account of its _ worded diſreſpectfully to the 
ouſe. The petitioners had allowed that the preſent Houſe 


1 


ſtood in the place of what ought to be the Commons of Great 


Britain in Parliament aſſembled. And they allowed that the 
preſent Houſe had e to proceed to the redreſs. of the 
ievances complained of, by originating a bill for that purpoſe. 
to the obſervation of the Right Honourable Gentleman, that 
if a petition were preſented to the King, faying, „vou have no 
right to the crown you have upon your head, and that his Ma- 
jeſty ought not to attend to it, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, he con- 
ceived. that would be high treaſon, and puniſhable as ſuch, and 
therefore was not to be compared to a petition for the redreſs orf 
| grievance. The ſame objeRion, was applicable to the Right 
Jonourable Gentlemin's- obſervation upon a petition that might 
de preſented to the Houſe of Lords, ſtating it to be improper 
at there ſhould be a privileged order of men, or that no more 
hould be created. That petition would be irregylar, becauſe it 
was the King alone who had the power of creating nobility. 
But the preſent petitioners had a tight to addreſs that Houſe, and 
in the language of the preſent petition, for if the grievance was 
10k to be ſtated; the remedy could not be applied,” 
Mr. GREY explained. He ſaid, that he was willing to ſtate 
ely what had happened with regard to himſelf; and thoſe with, 
whom he had acted, He had no conneQion with thoſe who had 
reſented this petition ;* but with regard to the words of the peti- 
tion, he had no part whatever in that fubject, until the petition 
way ſigned, then it came to him; and he fail,” on peruſing it, 
he ſa in it nothing which in his opinion ought."to induce the 
Houſe of Commotis to reje& it. He hoped the Houſe would 
receive that explanation of his conduct in anſwer to ſome allu- 
Vol. III. | 1 . hong 
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dong which had been made, Thi 
e denen fr bel Ns ge derbe b, r re 155 


thing in it that was improper. 


e lay divided. 15 . 

For receiving pion ee FP 

x Againſt t | 2 | 

1. |- Thedolloving i a in of the minority in wh Arvifion? ” 
Charles James Fox ] St. A. St. Jon 1 

Henty Lambton * | Jon Fire { Pitt — 3 
Sir F. Baſſett 350 ped 

\ James 3 Sir. wit liam Milner _ 

Wynne | Jo. Randal Burch _. 

. Ruſſell „ 132 ( WT) - 1 
LOG Rufen Col. Macleod | 
| n te U Wi Huſſex 

* kee N bt Y WIG Of Mg 12 | 

a OP 1 Thou 1 

Sir W. Fob 0 1 Rn 

; ſob Gary | Philip Francis 

£ 4 ch | ee? en „ 1 OY! 
4 eg 


theta 
Ee ee 1 mt ae 
lowing is 4 copy 2 Tx 6 awd Bt 
Ty the Honourable the POR of Great Britain, A Patti: 
ment afſemb led. 
The Peticion iP ah Inhabitants of the Town of Birmingham, 


„ Humbly ſheweth,._ torr 


4 That, accor undiſ 3 1 1 
te conſtrain, Jing 2 ve nh 405 12 — ought to be 
King, Lords, and; Ons +> Tha three eſtates, in the 


* of their reſpe 155 FR 0 RH independent of 
MAY KH 1. its title e 
The Commons 


(gh that t 

| the contre, jr 1 it Gould be, | 
Yr of Great Britain in Farliames ——. ought — 22 

ene e 
jergof; that, on the » It is notorious, 

che Houſe. of — — of being ſo elected. which alone 

could make them a real repreſentation of the people, ans in 


eee e 1 —— 
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te Executive Power; in many others, y the ſole choice of 
powerful individuals; and, in a till number, by little 


bodies of men, to the general excluſion of the Comtons of 
Great Britain; that in thoſe places where the ehoice of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament being left in the hands of a great 


ſucceſs obtained by ſuch means, as to become a ſource of ruin to 
the candidates, and of riot, diſorder, debaucher 7 and proſtitu- 
tion of * ＋ ſort among the people; that, i dent of the 


4 on the prudenet of many indivi 
this Honourable Houſe will hich take — miles ey 


— | 


numberleſs illegal returns obtained by bribery, the right of elec- 
tion is, in many caſes, ſo ill aſcertained, and the fictions to 
which it is attached are ſo doubtful or obſcure,” as to become 1 
ſource and the ſabjeCt of perpetual e 5775 in try 

e validity of ſuch returns, the time of the Hoaſe of Comi 


—.— the buſinefs of the nation is embarraſſed or Net d 


i the | moſt ſcandalous ſeenes of petjury and corruption laid 
x without redreſs or remedy, the perſons, returne 
inſt right, occupy the place of thoſe who have been duly 


0 


Parliament, deciding on the. intereſts, and di of the. 

erty of the people, from whom it 1 pies at Tength that they 
have received no truſt commiſſion, or delegation whatſoever; 
EE Houfe of Commons, ſo conſitated,” cannot be conſidere 


a true repreſentative of the will or judgment of the Ow" 


mons, or as a faithful guardian of the r N the peop 
% That your petitioner are convinced & Ae 6 rc 
lebt in which the nation is involved, mg" — intolerable taxes 
hich they are compelled to pay, would not Have exiſted, art 
hat nh tanto mor tin dirs ns Peter not have been waſted, 
s it Has been, in ſo many ruins 
Houſe of Commons hal been heretofore ſo contri 
poſſeſs either the inclination or 1 ity to perform 990 155 
tions that belong to their ſtation ; a 
dircumſtances of the nation, we cannot believe chat a peop 
ho pay above twenty millions a year in direct taxes, could Lat 
deen loaded with a debt of two hundred and fifty millions, if 
xt body of men, to whom the care of the public putſe is efpi 
Sally entruſted, had been really the repreſentatives of the — 
ple, voting under the I e of a common intereft, and with-' 
01 * t any temptation of private advan MO to 2 ar inffuence 
3 in the performatice . their d ne! * 
4 Vour itioners, therefore ſome, 
_ "x ec humbly 15 equeſt that 
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number of electors has more the appearance of à popular act, | 
the elections are in general condudted in fach a manner, and 


r ſeveral ſeſſions in ſome: caſes, fitting and voting in 
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% PARLIAMENTARY -Covnonts: 
reform in the repreſentation of the Commons in ANDY 25 
may, in the firſt place, make it derive its exiſtence: from the free 
choice of the people, as may ſecure its independence when choſen, 


and finally, make the meaſure of ſhortening the duration of Far- 
liaments A ſafe as it is indiſpenſably neceſſary,” 


On the queſtion being. put and the voices hank the Speaker, 


by miſtake we preſume, ſaid the noes have it, | 
I be Houſe divided, ett ch 
| Ie: for vin the en, 2 | 
Noes 
1 petition of a ſimilar nature. was preſented by Mr. Landon, 
from the city of Durham and its neighbourhood, ſigned by two 


thouſand perſons. —This my was alſo roads: and ordered 


| W . N 
ITBREAD gave notice chat, an account as the 


preſſure of other buſineſs, he ſhould not now bring forward his 


motion upon the King's proclamation of the 20th' of February 


laſt, but that be heul bring e might 


ind 9. 5 


COMMERCIAL CREDIT. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER TIED! A 


| order of the day, which was for the ſecond reading of the bill 


for iſſuing five "Ae 5 e bills, for the ſupport of - 


pablic credit. 5 
3 IIIA. 


Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS moved the ae of 5 5 
for. the Houſe to reſglve itſelf into a committee. of the whole 
Houſe on the ſtate of the overnment and trade of India. The 
Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee accordingly, & 
Mr, Secretary Dundas mayed the ſixth reſolution, as follows: 
« That it appears to be fit and proper to eontinue to the 
Eaſt India 5 their excluſive trade within the limits now 
enjoyed by them a further term of twenty years, to be com- 
puted from the firſt 125 March 1794, liable to be diſcontinued at 
the end of ſuch period, if three years notice ſhall previouſly be 
gre by Parliament; ſubje&t, nevertheleſs, to the regulations 
10 aer f ſpecified, a! — ing the export of goods, wares, 
her t. hog of the growth, or manufaQure of Great 
Britain'or Ireland, and for encouraging individuals 10 carry on 
trade to and from the Eaſt Indies.“ 


Mr. FRANCIS faid, that this en kunt Gods . 


of ſtating that the trade of India ſhould be excluſive to the India 
Company, whereas other reſolutians went to the creating of a 
r others tq enter into the trade. The whole would 


bein ul ngching more thay Mowing the Eaſt India Ge! 


Wang 5 JoOouRNAI. Rh 


o hire ſhips 10 be afterwards to let to individuals. He ob 
jeQted to this oblique mode of laying open the trade, becauſe it 
a falſe wee inſtead of a reality for an exctuſive trade. 5 
Mr. FOX faid, that ww whole of the buſineſs was conducted 
a manner which he 2 ly 2 He wiſhed A 7 
that the whole ſhould be afterwards diſcuſſed in the Houſe = 
the reſolutions were now almoſt a matter of courſe, However, 25 
when the ſubject came -befare the Houſe, he ſhould have many 
Chieftions to-make; theſe, he thought, ought to come when the 
reſolutions came to be re 
Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he ſhould not enter into any argu- 
ment now upon this ſubje&, he ſhould be ready to do fo on a 
of paronige e had many obſervations to make upon the p. 


* 


of patronage which would be created by the preſent plan. He 
faid alſo that he was daeidediy of opinion it would be better that 
the trade ſhould de had open.” 

Mr. SECRETARY. DUNDAS expreſſed his readineſs to 


meet the Honourable Gentleman. 


The propoſitions were gone through, and agreed to, with | 


| three new propoſitions relative to certain annuitants, and the 


China trade. | 
The report was ordered to be received on Tueſday next 


(May 7); and in order to introduce ſome additional pro- 
Poſitions, leave was given to the committee to fit again on that 


;< a committee went through donors bard 
mme Scotland in certain caſes, | 
' - $COTCH carnoute BILL. 


Sir HENRY HOUGHTON brought up he report of the 
committee of the whole Houſe upon this bill, ach ws 


#773 . 
$ ©” * 


to; and the bill, with the amendments, ordered to be er 


' STOCKBRIDGE INCAPACITATING BILL. 


Mr. ROSE moved, that the order for the ſecond reading 
2 bill, on Monday next, ſhould be read, which being 
e 

Mr, Roſe again roſe, and ſtated himſelf to be an enemy, in 

general, to all bills of pains and penalties, In the preſent caſe 
e bill went to diſqualify wk of ſixty eleftors of the bo- 

rough of Stockbri oF, Os ual none of whom, as it appeared | to 

him, was any dir or corruption brought home 


* the erence; he Typo Sy. of the e of Gy 


* 


* 


* conſcientiouſl 
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bill, td ob od ab moving, that the 
. eee ee 
Char 
A debate took upon this motion, which was ſupported 
y Mr. Bear the No Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. Courtenay, 


13 Wilberforce,;&c. and 2 4. Mr. 1 527 


1 Walon, Sir Francis 
Houſe Me Feat 
Ayes, for the motion - 189 53 


0 e "x." hai 2 to f A bs rebntnan 
the Houſe, in a few words, w 
motion he intended to have this day to the next ſeſſion. 
This e n ſeemed to him to be — both from the 
reſpect he owed the Houſe, after having given notice of his in- 


 temian, and leſt it ſhould be underſtood he: did not meant to 
perſevere by every poſſible mode, and by every poſſible exertim 
7 his power, to relieve thoſe 2 x Lois 4 Who had been 


long confined in the gaol of Nottingham, not for havi 
acted — 7 5 immorally, but becauſe they had 


gh perhaps too ſcrupulouſly. 
Mr. Courtenay Lad, he had made it his particular duſineſt to 


enquire into the ſingular circumſtarices of their ſituation, and 
was gar pt that no motion he could. NOI at preſent 
legal proceſs, in 


could be of e ſervice to them. 1 
conſequence of which they are now confined, did not originate 
EE church-wardens of the pariſh 

ving pfeſented Ms. Roe and Mrs. Buſh by their | maidefi 
names to the chapter at the collegiate church, under an appre- 
henſion that their baſtard ehildren might become burthenſome 
to the pariſh ; this was perhaps invidiou y ws) and in the mean 
and malicious ſpirit of parochial. 
be the laudable moral principle and practice 27 


s religious ſo- 


ciety to maintain their on poor, as public notice had been 1 given | 
in the mecting-houſe of Claverton of the intended marriage of 


theſe women, and a certificate ſigned hy the: parties, N pro- 


perly witneſſed, that ſuch marriage had actually taken place ac- 
| citing to the forms and ceremonies of the ſociety, rs. Buſh 
and Mrs. Roe therefore coriceived, that anſwering the citation 
by their maiden names, would in fact have been an explicit 

direct avowal of their 1 1 and conſequently of the ilegiti- 


: maey of their children, as the fs in fer themſelves airly #0 


ritled ro the exeinption extended to Jews and Quakers by the 
26 6f George II. However, it appears by their own print. 4 
cafe, that the origirial Quakets, ave been 3 ward to by 725 


juſtices, tolpecting this religious — ; the brethren hal 
| thought 


he was induced to defer the 


reſſion.—If it 


C&S PRADO ZS 282 2 


2 . 
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juxiſdictio 
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Men 3, 49. 
thought it either proper or expedient to 1 as perhaps 
they hays deviated in ſome trivial points fram the orthodoxy of 
erilm. Notwithſtanding this, it is by no means clear, but 
on a liberal a eee 20th of 

rge II. this very ſociety, hitherto deemed heterodox by the 


„ 

con to genuine princi 

F deen cannot be argued ay the Se court per 
theſe? women appear, as in conſequence of their l re 
fuſing to anſwer the citation, they were committed for contu- 
n N by the 3 LT ye eee endo, the uſual; and in- 


From tht: "WY Mr. FOOTER aid, he t 


AF 2 (however loony) obliged to defer agitating any ( — 


ueſtion on this ſubject till next ſeſſion, Which 


Tn. he found that the lower rank of people of bath ſexes are 
ff. grievoully oppreſſed and perſecuted by the mode, — 7 
nd practice of carrying on ſuits in eccleſiaſtical courts, and 

eir being ſtill ſubjected to penances equall ſhameful andi 


of extorting 727 5 : om; the devoted 8 by iert 


ample compenſa N we virtue of 12 
diſp nm es — het theſe reverend i PE tarjous and 
monious courts, in the true Jure divino hereditary ſpirit, of. their, 
archetype the church of Rome, have aſſumed, . or Wy 
ver, hys Majeſty's ſubjeQs of this free realm 


* 


the ſpirit and meritorious exertions af an Honourable 


i year 1786, to prevent frivolous and vexatious ſuits in — 1 


el cal courts, and for the more recovery of ſmall tyt 
i ugh this bill was thrown out 1 5 othe © Houle. — in ("4 
$ the aſſiſtance and ſupport of that Honourable Gentleman. 
J therefore would poſtpone his intended motion for the reaſons 
he had already alleged, more eſpecially as at this late period of. 
e. ſeſſſon, and 1 the ver 0s a8 and LINE. buſi- 
nels then. before the. kruß kae that attention. 
1 would pay 20 2 queſtion. of "AG nature introduced by 


„„ Which. he flatter Rope 8 Wk e From 
Stig importance of the 


7 
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brethren might be. adjudged to be fair! 7 toa 1 Gre, 


on 2 more ext ve ſcale; F ; 


ieaciqus;.,and which are rapidly enforced, chiefly for the wp | 


an n Lots 1 PO w 


This country, Mr, Courtenay added, was greatly indebted o 
. Baſtard}; who had carried a bill through that. Fouls in 


ſeſſion of 1787 ſome of the grievances: were then re- 
2 there much, {till remained to be done. He ſhould hope 


# 


ths only, warn amn a 
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" PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. | 


Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he held in his bit Pede 9. 


155 = number 5 reſpectable heritors, merchants, manufacturers, 
laſgow, pro ing for a Reform of the- Re. 


preſentation 1 the People in 


eſs of it — — e be made by the Houſe, when he 

ted, that, al 

| petition was juſt fifty yards long: —He then moved, that the 
— be brought up; upon which ſome members called out to 

5 to read the petition. 

Mr. Sheridan nad: that he conceived that, by the forms 
of — Houſe, a member was not bound to do more, when he 
moved that a petition ſhould be brought N. than to ſtate 
nerally to the Houſe what was the „ it, and what 


| prope of it was; and, if it reſpected a ater 620 which the 


ſe had cognizance, and prayed a remedy, which the Houſe 
had power to grant, it ought to be brought up, nor could the 


member preſenting it be called upon to read it. When it had 


deen brought up, "nd came to be read by the clerk, if any im- 


. or diſreſpectfu e f oh or in it, the Houſe 
it, inſtead of allowing it to lie upon the table. 


might'then 
He faid, that he believed this/ petition was expreſſed very nearly 


in the ſame terms with a former petition from the fame city, 


which the Houſe had received; but he muſt beg leave to decline 
_— for no other reaſon, than that he conceived what had 


laſt night with reſpe& to the Sheffield petition was 
to the 9 and rules of the Houſe; and he wiſhed to 


be . t back to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom. 


Mr. MONTAGUE faid, that, if it was at all conſiſtent witli 


form, he would wiſh to move the previous Ne upon the 
motion for bringing up the petition; and, 


be required to read the petition. 

The SPEAKER ſaid, that this would not be conſonant to 
_ the 2 of the Houſe, and he did not conceive that any 
thi — 8 be required * a — _ 2 that a 
— boy be brought u an merely to ſtate general 
pu of it, and the . y or redreſs vel Rs 
Pi petition was then brought up, read, and ordered to lie on 
| table. 


- Mr. SHERIDAN brought up another petition to the ſame. 
purpoſe, from Dunleven, in the environs of Dumbartonſhire, | 


which was alſo read, and ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. GREY brought up a petition from a number of inhabi- 
tants- of the town o Alnwic „ in the * of Northumber- 


land: 


| iament :—He did not know the 
| --exa&t number of perſons who had ſigned the petition, but ſome 


the names were written very cloſe, the 


he ſucceeded in 
that, to make a motion that the Honourable Gentleman ſhould 
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Broge on. ; 


country, was brought up. Many clauſes were added'to it, 


Mart hog © JOURNAL =) 7 
land: one flom Campſie, in Stirlingſhire, was brought up by 
Mr. Thompſon: another ſigned by a great number of heretors, 
merchants, &c. of the city of Glaſgow; one from certain inha» 
itants of the town of Hamilton, in the county of Lanark; and 
dne from certain inhabitants of the town of Kitkintullock, in 
Dumbartonſhire, were brought up by Colonel Macleod. All 
which petitions were read, 28 ordered to lie on the table. 
| LIVERPOOL BI 
The order of the day being read, the Houſe went into 4 com- 
mittee on the Bill to enable the Corporation of the Town of 
Liverpool to iſſue negotiable notes to a limited amount, for a 
limited time. Some converſation took place in the committee, 
betwixt Mr. Gaſcoign, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Huſſey, the Solicitc 
General, Mr. H. Thornton, &c. and ſome amendments wers 
nade; after which the Houfe being reſumed, the report was 
brought up by the Chairman, and ordered to be received to- 
morrow. 15 I 3 4 24% ; +41 " 4 7 5 
| The CRANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER moved the 
order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committees 
of the whole Houſe, on the Bill to direct the iſſue of Exchequer - 
Bills for five millions in aid of the commercial credit of this 
| The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee accordingly, 
much diſcuſſion took place on the various proviſions of the bill; 
after which the committee paſſed through the whole of it, and 
ordered the report to be received to-morrow. - © dk kia 


* 
a 


The following is a liſt of the commiſſioners under whoſe di. 
tion the whole plan is to be carried on :—Lord Sheffield, Sir 
Grey Cooper, Bart. Mr. Pultney, Mr. Chiſwell, Sir John Sin- 
clair, Bart. Mr. Alderman Anderſon, Mr. R. Smith, Mr. Bo- 
ſanquet, Mr. T. Boddington, Mr. Manning, Mr. Whitmore, 


Mr. Bating, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Raikes, Mr. Forſter: Mr. Dar-. 


. Grant, Mr. G, Innes, Mr, Harman, and Mr. 
1 e places where the goods ; are to be depo | ſited, as ſecurity 
der this bill for the aid to be given, are, London, Briſtol, Hulk 
iyerpool, Glaſgow, and Leith. The time for the firſt inftal- © 
nt is the zoth of September next. OD 
5 | May „ rr 


The report of the bill to enable his Majeſty to iffoe five” mil 
ions of Exchequer bills, in aid of commercial credit in this 
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a 
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er amendments made, after which the bill was ordered to'be 
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4 | 7 this bill, a it now fands, no kg das We le 
i 5 e then nd pounds will be lent to any perſon on each ap- 
_ plication for aid under this plan. The bi was then orered to 
. | c 


d e 


HOUSE. or LORDS. 


e ee ee 28 Ooh vie 
nnr FROM. JUSTICIARY COUKT IN $60TLAND. 
125 as of LAUDERDALE Þ faid, FL he 5 5 
| a on of appeal to th er Lor judemen 
the court of . Jafficiary in Scotland. arg Terali admitted 
that, in feveral inſtances fince . where Petitions of 
appeal had been preſented to that Honſe, from jadgen gments of the 

court jullictay, in capital caſes, particularly in the caſe 
8 . and in that of Murdieſon and 12 Wel 

petitionꝭ had been referred to committees; and, upoft the report 

the committees, the Houfe had found that they were. not 

properly brought. He thought. it proper, however, to ſtate to 

| the Houfe, that, ſuppoſing the matter were now to be taken u 
as it ſtood at the time of the union, it ſeemed clear that fu 
appeal did lie; that ons from the court of juſticiary reſted 
pot exp on on the nee FN with wh. ond from the court 

ion, w 


bo es be 5 10 bab, whether it 5 to 10 e 7 Fer as 

27 e that no appeal lay, ſo as to put the matter per- 
fectly at reſt:—in a caſe, indeed, which came before that Houſe 
in * 55 viz.. the caſe of _ mes Bywater, convicted of a capital 
offence, and ſentenced by the court of juſticiary to be executed, 
it had undoubtedly been ſolemnly determined that no appeal lay; 
and a very able and learned ſpeech was delivered on that occa- 
ſion by a Noble Lord (Earl Manckield), who, to the general re- 
gret of the country, was now no more: ut, thot h every 
ing which, had come from that quarter muſt juſtly be conſi- 

. great weight, yet the Noble Lord ſeemed, in that caſe, 

- have — in a great meaſure on what he apprehended to 
have been a miſapprehenſion, in fuppoſing it to have been clear 
_ eſtabliſhed, law, that an appeal lay from the court of ſeſſion to 
the * of pay Ye prior 4 1 and to 17 17 50 
ually clear that no pea om the court o uſti- 

: ciary; and. if he were not ar aid of cracking on their fond 


_ thips' time too much, he was confulent he have "ON 
| ty 


ox 


ulty in ſatibfying their Lordſhips, both from acts of Parlament 
ind law books'in Scotland; that, were the matter to be taken vp: 
now upon the' footing on which it ftood itmediately after the 
mon, there could hardly he a doubt that an appeal Would lik 
6 that Houſe, even in à capital caſe: and it Was certainly of 
much importance to the country that it ſhould! do fo. | Bat: 
thatever weight their Lordſhips might have been inclined ta 
how to the judgments which he admitted had been repeatedly: 
piven in capital caſes; yet, had the been a caſe of that 
ature; he would ſubmit it to their Lordſhips, that, 'being-ophy- 
the caſe of a miſdemeanor, it ſtood upon a very different foot - 
ing; for, in the only two caſes of miſdemeanors,” where petitions: 
of appeal had been preſented againft judgmerits of the court of 
juſticiary, viz. in the caſe of Elgin in 1713, ard in the caſe of: 

lackintoſh and Dempſter in 1768, the petitions had in fadt 
been entertained and determined upon by that Houſe; in ihe 
firſt of theſe caſes, the judgment of the court of juſticiary was re- 
verſed, and, in the other, s petition was referred to a committee, 
which was agreed to by the Houſe; a direction was given to-the: 
court of juſticiary, in the ſame py: 9; is frequently done in 
appeals from 1 court of ſeſſion. His , e thats, 
was a matter of very great importance to the w people af 
Scotland; and he N their Lordſhips would agree with him 


in thinking, that it ought to be fully argued and diſcuſſed, ana 


= lly ſettled and ſet at reſt _ way or * at was 
urely a matter highly proper and neceſſary; he would there 
fore conclude n e that the petition ſhould be referred 
to a committee to conſider, and report to the Houſe, whether it 
ought to be entertained. | os OT, POTS ne 
The petition was then read by the clerk, purporting to be 
the petition and appeal of james Robertſon, bookfelter and 
printer in Edinburgh; and of Walter Berry, bookſeller there; 
and ſtating that they, having been brought to trial before the 
court of juſticiary at Edinburgh, on an indictment, at the in- 
ſtance of his Majeſty's advocate, for feloniouſly printing and pubs 
liſhing a certain ales book or pamphlet, &. the court had 
found the libel relevant to infer the pains of law; that the jury 
had returned a verdict; whereby they found it proved that the 
ſaid James Robertſon did print and publiſh, and that the ſaid 
Walter Bury did publiſh only the pamphlet libelled on; and the 
petitioners having inſiſted that no N. could paſs upon the 
verqict, and that they were entitled to be acquitted and diſmiſſed 
ſtom the bar, the court of juſticiary had repelled the amr 
made by them in arreſt of judgment, and had adjudged the one 


of them to be impriſoned for fix months, and the other for three 
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no ſuch material ſtep as that ſhould be taken in 
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themſelves to be thereby aggrieved, and appealed-to'their-Lord- 
ſhips for redreſs, Gee. After the petition had been rede 


LORD CATHCAR roſe and ſuggeſted to the Noble Earl. 
(Lauderdale) the propriety of altering his motion, and ſimply to 


move, that the petition ſnould lie upon the table, in order that 
the Noble Lords might have an opportunity of conſidering. it, ag: 


it was certainly a matter of great importance, and that a future 


day might be fixed to take into conſideration whether it ought 


to be referred to a committee. He thought it right too, that 
e abſence of 
his noble relation (Earl Mansfield), who, as lord juſtice ge- 


neral of Scotland, was at the head of the court of juſticiary, 


LORD THURLOW was of opinion, that the judgments 6f . 


that Houſe in the two caſes in 1713 and 1768, alluded to by 
the Noble Earl who moved the petition, did by no means go 
to the length of being precedents of that Houſe having enter- ' 


tained petitions of appeal from the court of juſticiary in caſes 
of miſdemeanor; but neither did they go to ſhew any opinion 
of their :Lordſhips appearing upon the record, that the petitions 
ought not-to/ be entertained; though there had been various 
Judgments to that effect with regard to capita] caſes, and he 
confeſſed he could fee no room for a diſtinction, in this reſpect, 


| betwixt the caſe of a capital offence and of a miſdemeanor; ſo 


much fo, that he was perſuaded their Lordſhips muſt, on con- 
ſideration, be completely ſatisfied that an appeal could not 
poſſibly lie in the one caſe and not in the other, He faid, it 


_ ſeemed a matter of regret, on account of the ſubjects in Scot- 
land, that no appeal ſhould lie to that Houſe from the ſupreme 


criminal court there, in the ſame way as a writ of error lies 


in ſome ſhape or other from the criminal courts in England; at 
the ſame time, from the forms of the law of Scotland, he ſaw - 


very great difficulties with which it would be attended in im- 


; in the courſe of criminal juſtice, which were provided | 
agal 


by the regulations which took place in the law of Eng- 
land. If, however, other Noble Lords ſhould join him in opi- 
nion, he ſaid he would have no objection to agree to the motion 


of the Noble Earl (Lauderdale) for refering this petition to a 
1 


committee, in order that, if any doubt or difficulty remained, 


the matter might be argued by counſel, fully diſcuſſed, and 


finally ſettled, by a ſolemn determination, which was certainly 
be e Ws Eels „ e 
The LORD CHANCELLOR left the woolſack, and ſaid, 


\_ » that although he was clearly of opinion that no appeal lay, and 
did not ſuppoſe he ſhould be inclined to alter that opinion, yet 


he would not object to the petition being referred to a com- 


eee derte, "if any: doubt remained vg t9 thy cle e den 


meanors : 
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finally ſettled, and clearly and diſtingtiy underſtood, as ſoon, as.. 
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erance, promoted the preſent bill. He was well aſſured that 
is Lordſhip was convinced that ſome exceſſive hardſhips ar- 


| tended the-preſent mode of arreſt; and he gave him credit for 


being urged by the moſt laudable motives, or he would not have 
introduced fo important an innovation into the principle and 


from the bill itſelf, or from ny 
e ſeveral diſcuſhons that had 


ebts until hy are coerced, and if they were proceeded againſt 
y a proceſs, tt 


The motion made by Lord Lauderdale was then put and. 
carried; and notice was ordered to be given to the Lord Ado 
| |cate; and the petitioners allowed to be heard by one counſel in 

ſupport of the petition, ee vans 1 905 267 be? 


Heard evidence on the ſlave trade, No debate, 


2 Their Lordſhips reſolved themſelves into a committee on the 
debtor and creditor bill; the firſt elauſe of which being read, 


No perſon ſhall be held to ſpecial bail upon any proceſs 
ifluing out of any ſuperior or inferior court where the cauſe of 
action ſhall not amount to the ſum of 20l. or upwards,” & ũQ . 
LORD THURLOW expreſſed great doubt of the policy 
of this clauſe, and was apprehenſive that it would by no means 
anſwer the benevolent purpoſe which the Noble Lord (Ra w- 
8 had in view, who with ſo much labour, ability, and perſe- 
h 
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practice of the law of England. This ſubject had been well 
conſidered in the reign of George the Firſt, and the legiſlature 
at that time, after much deliberation upon the ſtate of the com- 
merce and manufaCtures, as well as the credit of the country, 
had wiſely fixed the limit of atreſts at ten pounds. He did not 
thing that had been urged in 

1. taken place upon it, any reaſon.” 

extend the limitation to 20l. It was well known that there 
re too many inſtances of thoſe who refuſe to pay their juſt 


| 15 does not require bail, they would only abuſe 
delay of the law to ſquander their property, and defraud their 
nan J 4. N ee 4 73 ander phe . 525 » * - £ IE 72-0 36S creditors 
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"05 PARLIAMENTARY LO, 
creditors of their juſt debts.” It is of the utmoſt eonſcquence in 
2 commereial country like this, to which credit is abſoluts]y ne- 
ceſſary, and by which it has been raiſed to an unexampled degree 
of opulence, that 2 reaſonable proſpect ſhould: be: held ouf to 
thoſe who truſt, that they ſhall in due time obtain their money 
from thoſe to whom they give credit. He was fully perſuaded 
that the check of impriſonment was neceſſary to reſtrain un- 


principled adventurers from incurring debts which they had 


not the intention nor the means of diſc "Hg and therefore he 


uſe, if it were 


doubted very much whether the preſent c 
enacted into a law, would not be injurious in a very high degree 
to the people of this = tag 4 NT. 


LORD RAWDON affured- their Lordſhips, that be ſhould 


not have obtruded himſelf ſo dften upon their notice, if he had 
not been convinced that ſomething was indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
be done for the relief of unfortunate debtors. The hardſhips 
which they laboured under, and the oppreſſions to which they 


were daily expoſed, called upon their juſtice and humanity to 


interfere in their behalf. He had received information from va- 


rious quarters, which he could rely upon; and be knew of his 


own knowledge, for with gentlemen of his own profeſſion he 
was well acquainted, that there were many of the moſt de- 


ſerving, but unfortunate men, who ſuffered under the rigour of 


the law as it now ſtood, and were the prey of unrelenting cre- 


ditors and hungry lawyers. There might be ſome popeincipled 5 


men upon whom the caption might have a proper effect, but 
there was an infinitely greater number to whom it was certain 
ruin. He had made the moſt diligent enquiry of thoſe who had 
it in their power to give him the beſt hon Pew ny 


Mr. Burchel and Mr. Crowder, the ſecondary and under ſheriff 
of Middleſex, who aſſured him that not one action in five was 


ſettled in the firſt inſtance upon the arreſt. The effect, there- 
fore, which it was ſuppoſed to have of compelling the payment 


of the money was unfounded, It produced conſequences h gbly 
injurious, not only to the debtor but to the creditor alſo, fl 


tore the former from all his comforts, and deprivel him of the = 
means of obtaining that aſſiſtance which would enable him by 


rhe forbearance of the latter to diſcharge his debts. By the 13 
George I. frivcious and vexatious arreſts were in. ſome degree 


revented, by reſtraining them to ſums not leſs than 101, and if 
the ſtate of the country, its increaſed wealth, and the value of 


money in the preſent day, were to be compared with thoſe of 


that period, arreſts under 201. now will appear to be as frivolous. 
and vexatious as thoſe under 10l. at that time. Any argument 
founded upon innovation, his Lordſhip faid, could have nd 
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e had ante; a wall as to all explanations, declara- 
ions, and àmendments of the law whatever. | f 

8 CHANCELLOR complimented his Lordſhip upon the | 
7 al and jindefatigable pairis he had been at to collect neceſſary 
fiforwation upon the ſubject, and he had no doubt of the 
racity of "thoſe gentlemen whom he had conſulted; but he 
perſuaded that his Lordſhip either had directed his enquiries 
Wa ſufficient accuracy, or had drawn concluſions which were. 
not warranted by the an nar of the gentlemen who had been 
jentioned. They might very truly fay, that not one in five 

Mons brought had — eule in the Aa inſtance, that is, im- 
mediately upon the action; but they had not ſaid, for they had 
not the means of information, that not one in five had been 
ttled before a declaration was delivered. The Chancellor 
poke from the knowledge which he had derived from his ſitua- 
tion in a court of law, as well as from the information of the officers 


not proceed to the length of the declaration being delivered; 
the debt was either immediately paid or compromiſed, or ſecuri 
faken for it, or elſe it was diſcharged before the time that the 
wif was entitled to deliver his declaration; he therefore re- 
— that this clauſe ſhould be poſtponed, to be further 


eee, Which Bon Rawden agreed to.— The next clauſe, 


which authoriſes the defendant to depoſit in the hands of 'the 
bailiffor ſheriff the ſam for which he thall be arreſted, with an 
additional ſum proportioned to the extent of the cauſe of action, 
_ order to his being liberated, was objected to by Lord Thur- 
and the Chancellor. They obſerved, that * bailiffs are 
n a ſituation to be reſponſible for the ſums of money that _ 
would be required to receive under this clauſe, and although the 
ſheriff takes fecurity for every truſt which he is obliged to re- 
doſe-in them, were this part of the bill to paſs, he never would 
able to find bailiſſs that could give him ſecurity adequate to 
the immenſe ſums that might be Kan with them. _ 
ſomething of this nature might be enacted with propr 
money were to be immediately paid into court, to 0 in 
the . of known and reſponlidle officers. The « clauſe was 
rejeE 
The Clerk next read the clauſe, which compels the officer 
the defendant to priſon as ſoon 2s he ſhall require him 
10 to do, and if the Senden: ſhall not require him ſo to do, the 
officer ſhall carry him there within ten days at fartheſt after the 


arreſt. The fame Noble Lords objected to this on the that 
it m ight operate as an engine of the moſt cruel oppr The 
= would be mandatory on the erf 's officers, and moe 

þ * t 


of the common pleas, chat eleven-twelfths of the actions brought . - 
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ight be the ſituation of the party, he muſt be removed fram 4 
comfortable ſituation to an inconvenient and perhaps crowded 
gaol. There were ſome caſes that applied, and which had 

allen under their own. notice, which deſerved conſideratior 
One gentleman, who had been carried to a lock - up- houſe, pu 
who daily expected remittances that would extrieate him from 
his difficulties, was fo alarmed by the apprehenſion. of his being 
ſent to gaol, that it had almoſt proved fatal to him, until he was 
informed that he might remain in his then ſituation, without 
being 8 * to the notoriety and inconvenience of a publie 
priſon. Various inſtances had occurred of perſons being arreſted 
when afflicted by illneſs, and to whom it would have been very 


dangerous to be removed from the officer's houſe to gaol. But 


if this clauſe were ſuffered to make part of the bill, it would be 
compulſory on the officer to remove them to the King's Bench 
or Fleet, Whatever might be their ſtate of body, mind, or hopes, 
or that of their family. This bill was intended to give relief 
and protection to the unfortunate debtor, hut this part moſt un- 
- queſtionably would have the contrary effect. 

the advantage of the 


LORD RAWDON ſaid, that he had 
creditor as well as the debtor in view. It was too. notorious to 
require proof that abuſes of every kind obtained in lock-up- 
| houſes; extortion. on the part of officers, on ſome occaſions, 
vied with the extravagance of the priſoners on others; while 
they remained there, that ſubſtance which ought to be applied 
for the benefit of the creditors was either extorted under colour 
of fees, or ſquandered in riot and debauchery.— It was anſwered, 
that as the law now ſtands any priſoner may demand, after 


twenty-four hours, his being taken to gaol, and if he ſhould be 


determined to ſquander his property, he has an opportunity of 
doing it in gaol, as well as in a lock-up-houſe. This clauſe was. 
rejedted. The next part of the bill required the plaintiff, within 
eight days after the arreſt, to file an affidavit, ſtating, that at the 
time of contracting the debt the defendant obtained credit by 
wing a falſe account of himſelf, or that he is about to withdraw 
fimſelf beyond the juriſdiction of the court, or that he is about 
to conceal or convey away his effects, and he is required to ſtate 
the circumſtances on which ſuch ſuſpicion or charge is founded, 
otherwiſe the defendant ſhall be diſcharged nmon 
bail. Many objections occurred to this clauſe. The Chancel- 
lor and Lord Kenyon ſaw it fraught with inefficacy and perjury. 


There is nothing that the judges (many ef whom he obſeryed” 
ſorry he was, that they were only, hearers on 


were preſent, a y ere 
this occaſion) wiſn to avoid more than the trying of cauſes upon 


affidavits, their wiſdom and experience have led them to dif. 
5 2: . 


on filing common 
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ntenanee it, as it opens a. door to villany of every kind. 
t hy this bill not only, the merits of the cauſe are to be " d 
alkdavits, but the motives, charges, fuſpicions; and belief b 


the parties. It ſtrikes at the firſt principle of the law of Eng- 


auer with 5 Wer, and fequire of the coor breech; which 
ſhall 4M his perſon, or procure” ſufficient furetics for his . 
earance and the payment of the debt. Theft Lordſips admit- 
ed, that in the courſe ef time irregularities aud abuſes m 

haye crept. into the practice, which they wou lady he te 


land, which is, that every man 71 7 common right Sago 


£ Fw 


don, _ The affidavit .to hold to bail was nat K ration of the 
law founded upon this well known principle.” Lord Rawdon, 


with ſome animation, expreſſed his ſurpriſe to heat” it ſtated that 
it was a principle of the law of England that any man upon his 
aſſertion, ſanctioned even by an oath, had a right to demand a 
compulſory proceſs, that ſhould impriſon the perſon of his fel- 
low ſubject. He never had found it in any, ſtatute,” nor did hie 
ceive it a part of the common Jaw wönde upon the deciſions 

of the court. The contrary appeared to him from his reading, 
nd the information with which he had been furniſhed upon the 


ſubject: previous to the ſtatute of Malbridge, he found no au- 


thotity for the capias previous to the judgment; that ſtatute was 
founded upon feudal principles which can bear no application to 
the preſent times, nor can it be faid to be declaratory of the 
common law. It was enacted to enforce the payment of dues 
from the vaſſal to his lord, and thoſe dues from the nature of 
the tenure were as well aſcertained as the claim of a plaintiff in 
theſe days, after interlocutory or final judgment. The ſtatute 
of Acton Burnel which next followed was founded upon com- 
mercial regulations with foreigners, and bore no relation to the 
ſituation of one ſubject with another. Great difficulties had 
ariſen, not only with reſpect to the collection of certain reyg- 
nues, but of obtaining money due from foreign merchants, as 
well as that due to them; the arreſt, in this caſe, was partial 
and peculiar, and from its circumſcribed nature, it is fairly de- 
ducible that it was not known to the common law. When the 


there is not a ſtatute that points to impriſonment for debt as 
3 of the common law; except in the inſtances above 
mentioned, which àre partial and circumſcribed; it appears to 
be an innovation, or rather an uſurpation upon the liberties of 
the ſubject. But waving, his Lordſhip ſaid, the diſcuſſion of 
a ſubject, which muſt be much better underſtood by the Noble 
and Learned Lords; it is notorious, and admitted by the whole 


kings om, that ſome OO or regulations as to impriſon- 
2 N pe 0 | ment 
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moyed, but the fundamental principle they never would abal- 


nature of tenures had been altered in the reign of Charles II. 
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COMMERCIAL, CREDIT BILL. 

- LORD GRENVILLE moved the order of the ds 8 


ho 


iſſued to cominiſſioners, to be by them Loid out, under certain 
regulations, for the aſſiſtance and accommodation of ſuch perſons 


as ſhall apply for it, on ſecurity ug n tor tm 8 47650 


bf ſuch ſums within a time li 
LORD LAUDERDALE zoe. He was 3 rita tha: faid, 
at the Noble Secretary's moving for, the ſecond — of a bill 


of ſo new and novel a tendency, without having opened the 


principles of it. He was the more aſtoniſhed at his thus. preſſing 
it upon the Houſe, without their Lordſhips having had an op- 
portunity of peruſing it; — not a private bill could be read with · 


out the print having been laid on the table for the inſpection of 


their Lordſhips. The bill which was now the ſubject for their 
Lordlhips' conſideration, was that inſtant laid before them, and 
there was not a man in that Houſe who could know one prinei- 


E he was Falled to deliberate upon; he therefore 


2232 ©. | © M | comjuted 


CELI LOR * "the" abs Ant . 
irg 1 


4 > 
. 
- 
# 
2 * 


* 


4 


Be ot FEAST v 57 


— 
— 


LI TT N FIAT. ARSTTD -- 


ſource 


Me 9. 1793-7, 7 6 bun- 11 1 

E u e let it 27 the public, for their 
1. * proceed On fl 

—.— 8 Be LEES 


Ls dlic credit ſome immediate roliaf was neceſſary, and. upon 
KK a ; he. prefied for the utmoſt. diſpatch ' in this bill, on 
in a great meaſure, the ſtability of the com- 
pk dei! credit of this cguntry. It was known to their Lord- 
„that when commerce flouriſhed, paper currency muſt be 
take ; that this currency in Sena dealing was attended 
29 the beſt effects; but that ſpeculatiſts would ever be found, 
had been in this caſe, who. ** brought on the calamity 
the pra — of this country now laboured under. The 
healing reſources and wealth of the country had afforded {pe- 
li the opportunity of which, they had. ſo fatally. 7 
F ſelves, and they would naw ſuffer for their temerity. 
for dne, would wWiſh to withhold. relief from perſons of this Fig 
cription, and that had been an object in the bill ; which, as it 
ſtood, he did not fee gave them any afliſtance ; but there wee 
thoſe, who. had been plunged into misfortunes from unforeſeen 
thoſe whole failures did not proceed from unwarrant- 
ſpeculations. —To ſuch he thought it right to give every 
lc aid. One ſource of the preſent calamity be;ſated to be, 
the ſpecie currency bears no proportion to the paper cur 
but the failures he in a reat meaſure conkd, — e 
ibutable to that Ply hes ich affects the ſolidity of ka | 
coinmercial fabrics. It was to be tried, whether an 
lief.copld;nat be. adminiſtered; and he thought the ' preſent plan. 
propoſed, would ;eftabliſh the commercial credit of the country, 
an eaſy and ſafe expedient.” Hs Lordſhip. wen recapitulated 
the ſeveral.clayſes in the bill, and remarked, that no additional 
influence . given to the executive officers of the crown ; for 
ment of the ſum propoſed to be raiſed was 
> mags of commiſſioners choſen _ 3 


| entlemen. 
he Poke of or tee 


able 
PO 
that 


OLK reprobated the manger, of row: 
ning the bill through a ſecond reading, without * 10 given 
any of their Lordſhips an opportunity of * it. Ihe pre- 
ſent calamities, he admitted, were pat Ne to the TR 
ulation, within theſe few years þ * It Was — 
n fact, that chere Was not er 2-town oughout the 
om, howaver inſignificant, in which there Was not a bank. 
ex af theſe, indeed, were oonducted dy pers of Aas 
eben en of little s 4 id who with a capital of 


| S000. 


68 PAK At E NAR T berg. 
S ddel e te the amount of $0,000." 19 is 5 
by a ſet, of people wi 4 — The pl was not 5 
- 6ne; it halexiftd for ſome and Miniftery conld not be 
ignorant of it! | The very receißt of ih Ae ave been ſuffi- 
cent t make known to them ol imited and unbounded : 
extent paper c credit had been carried to; and had they done wg 
duty, they would have averted” the preſent Den 0 
timely Alec 25 this notorious and public evil 
aſked, have obliged theſe country bankers to have pub iſhed the 
arount of the notes iſſued by them, and then men would have 
been put on their guard? There was another cauſe of the pre- 
ſent diſtreſs, ich the Right Honourable Secretary” had not 
mentioned. namely, the war, which, he contended, Miniſters 
ought-to have, and might haye averted. He was ready to admit 
the preſent calamities, might have burſt on us, even had not the 
War happened. two years bence, perhaps in a mote dreadful way 
than it was now experienced, if Miniſters had blindly ſuffered 
the paper 8 to have gone on. He diſapproved of the 
general meaſures of admini ay Ile Was willing to allow, 
that the Miniſter had ſplendid abilities, but not ſuch as rendered 
him uate to the ſituation he now holds. He concluded; by 
| aſking the Right Honourable Secretary when 15 propoſed to 
move %s a committee on the bill ?.- 

LORD GRENVILLE; in reply, ſaid, that ory-necount bf 
the preſiing neceflity there was for diſpatch i in the preſent. bill, 
He propoſed to move the negative on the motion for the bill 
going into a committee, and to move that i it be read a thitd tine 
to-morrow. 

'LORD RAWDON wala, hs ſaid, not to oppoſe? the motion 
for a ſecond reading of the bil}, but he highly diſapproved of 

going into it without having examined the contents of it, and in 
the eſt terms condemned the motion of reading the bill a 
third time, without having it brought before a committeę; aritl 
declared, that ſooner than conſent to ſuch a violation of the 
form of che Houſe, he would go alone below the bar. In the 
laſt ſeſſion he had occaſion to call the attention of the Houſe to 
the unfunded Nate of the public debt; and to the magnitude of 
that debt he attributed the preſent failures, with-other concomi- 
tant circumſtances, as the paper eutrency. The Bank, he ob- 
ſerved, had originally been intended to aid the public credit, and 
the Bank, he t ght, ſhould apply relief in the preſent —_— d 
ſtances. The bill, he was apprehenſive, would do injury; 
ſtead of relieving, it will add to the magnitude of the hre. . 

LORD HAWKESBURY defended the principles of the 
yy and rar whey Wer oe. of 
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- reading" the bill 2 third time without going into x commirice 
vpon i and entered into long view of the cauſes" of the pre- 
Moe BP d ͤ ͤ !! 
ILORD LAUDERDALE again roſe. He admitted that in 


which, to à ceftain degree, was neceſſary to the proſperity. of 
commerce; the bill, he inſiſted carried on the face of it prin- 


ſure was to be adopted, he wiſhed the extent of the propoſed relief 


-advance on the ſame terms that any common commiſſion brok 
would advance money. He objected to the demand of the fir 

payment being made in fo ſhort a ſpace as three months, as jt 
could thereby afford little relief. He wiſhed government, in- 
ſtead of iſſuing freſh Exchequer bills, would take ſome of thoſe 
already iſſued up, and enable the Bank to diſcount bills as uſual ; 
|but the beſt remedy that could be applied would be a ſpeedy 
peace ; that was a meaſure which would reftore public credit. 
Canvince the people that we are not leagued with thoſe deſpots 
abroad, who ſought for the participation of kingdoms, but that 
re fight only to check the ambition of France, and that we do 
not participate in the views of Ruſſia and Pruſſia, in the diſmem- 
berment of Poland. He blamed Miniſters for plunging us into 
a war; which he inſiſted they might have averted, and ridiculed 
the idea of the French being the reffors.” . 
|| LORD KING diſapproved of the bill, as he conceĩved, not- 


ed cape (Hawkeſbury), that it was not calculated to anſwer the 
nd propoſed; but in ſevere terms teprobated the mover for 
gaſtening it through the Houſ me. 

_|'LOR STANHOPE, in a very warm manner, reprobated 


order to puſh it through the Houſe in the way propoſed. He, 
in very ſevere terms, condemned the conduct of government, 
and lamented that they had plunged us into a war with France. 
One of the principal miniſters in that country, he declared he 
was proud to ſay, he was intimate with, and bore honourable 
teſtimony to his many amiable qualities; it was dreadful, he 
ſaid, that this country ſhould be leagued with à ſet of deſpots 
1d murderers, and at war with a country with which ſhe ought 
tobe ß ̃ ̃è ß ̃ꝗ] c 
MAROUIS of LANSDOWNE entered at large into the 
duſineſs, and attributed the failures of our mercantile houſes. to 
the French war, and the miſconduct of Miniſters. © He compared 


ſome meifare'the preſent viſtrels derived it ſource from the 
ſpirit of banking and to the great extent of paper currency, 
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ciples calculated to undermine' the intereſt, of it if ſuch a mea- 
had not been ſo limited, and that government would make the 


fr garmin 4 that had fallen from the Noble Lord with tile 
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the bill in its principle; and contended it was coutrary to all 


the preſent ſyſtem of government to the conduct of a * 
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PARLIAMENTARY YT Loans. 
ther Houſe, . whom he. recollected in chis. yopnger dy. 
O fond of ſpeaking, de uſed to aſk. every member that 
came in if he wanted any one to make a ſpeech 1 bim and 
Great Britain in a fimil 3 had asked the powers of 
joy e if they wanted a nation to make war for them nl if 
, that the was the vain chat would dj. ig L q- 
" re of his own conduct and principles as, 
TT when, he. was in office, and concluded with ſaying, that 
he would neither give his negative nor his affirmative, but that 
be ſhould e mel: and leave Miniſters 49. anſwer in 
the exent for their pre plac conduct. | 
'LORD THUSIOW wel the, prinipl, of, th bill, 
it! 255 ht a committee — Mary. Hua hr. 
LORD CATHCART. inſiſted chat if the bill did not paſs 
to-morrow, Glaſgow would be A der ſtanced. as not 10 0 
able to derive any benefit from n 
Wer 8 bv MON TROSE 8 fame opinion, an 


e pl the nece its immediately 11 
CORD Ueli GH contended pi 4. propriety 
9.65 2 and Anſwered maſt, of the mente urged on 


re 


75 The e P Kn gave his hearty agen to the Jeong | 
reading „but! ad b uld oppoſe poſe the motion far, 1-7 ni ö 
ange, becauſe he thought. it a dangerous pract 

oppoled from no motive of enmity to the principle. of 1 bill, 
which ſhould have his aſſent in all, its regular ſtages. | 

EARL of MANSFIELD was againſt the motion kewiſe, 

but on an ay ar from Lord G repville of the neceſſity of 


the caſe, was {ati bs | 

The motion for. the ſecond reading was then put and carried; 

but on the motion ** that this ding OW; ae La 

* er 57 

For the commitment, 14 . IR 

We it e 5 * 588 

So that py a majority of 5 Fr 

: „Lord Grenwille carried his motion, and web was x ordered to 
he read a tliird time to-morrow, and paſſed. 


1 following is a liſt of the ee on the above queſtion. 


The Yuke of Devonſhire - | Earl Spencer 
— Leeds 5 1 — 'Thanet 3 . 2 Y 
Marquis of Lanſdowne | —— Stanhope. +. 4; // 
| _ Fail of Lauderdale RE Wi 14: Lord Thune 15 7, 
* 4 1 —— Guildford i 245 1 — Rawdon a *. 
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Tre order of the day Veitig rea TE ng of this 


b ul, 
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jill, with reſpoct to the number of the öfffcers to employed, 

and expreſſed his opinion that this matter ought cher to have 

bez Wk Peas or that. rs ſhould. wow been, moms limitation as 
k EX nce. 9 2 „ 18 Lordihi 

alſo of 6pinion' that, in order to les i 1 "what it was My 


5 be, a bill for the relief of the merchants, it pugh to have 


ilerabte come ercial_and, manufacturing town in the k 


inſt bag bead, a8 it Wi 0.2 few. places; 
pts 7 185 58 788 that it would A oe 
E of NORFOLK fad, that the lf 

wit 0 my alterations and a0 4 


es 


itions to be . 


ver r to have been nol ſuch 

ſuch e is Grace charged "Mater wi the he mal 

blamable negligence f in not having preyioully take | 

to prevent the ruinous effects of the gircu (tion of of piper to fk 

an enormous extent, before this he 
ing 5 a eat of of 

its commerce and manufattures on the event of ſuch à meaſi 

as the preſent. He did not mean, 8 to — 

tion to it, and he wiſhed to God it might 8 — 

effects which were promiſed from it. 


The bill was then read a third Ame, and edel after which, * 


during the ſame. $7, 0 the fry aſſent was WM) M: iy by Fm” 
mi mon, LES os lee 
EE | C May. 9. 2 e 1b 57 741 1; bag 

510 Haſtings's Trial. 

roh RAWDON'S BIIII.. 
The « Hou! reſolved itſelf into a — of 7 vs 
Hot yg Lotd Grantley in the chair; when they proceeded to 
the (clauſe reſpecting the rules, with various amehdments made 
by the Lord Chancellor,” Lord Thurlow;* and Lord Kenyon: 
merely. as to matters of form. The clauſe reſpecting the groats 
being doubled was ſtruck out, in order to give the Commons at 
pp 3 of being its origin, that clave making the act 

ney bill. The ſub-ſheriff and ſecondary attended. but che 
were not es, — What they had formerly advanced, vis 
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PARLIAMENTARY... 
Their Lordſhip Mas. te 
tad, , Adj mene 
| 2 3 J d 
ech banken Ache ede he iin. 
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Their Lorie went into a Sm dh? privilege: 1 
ject of che election of the Scotch Feen. Lord C 


chair. 


H 


32 


Peer of Great Britain by 
Duke of Dover, had no ri 


it proper,” on mature defiberatioti, to paſs. ag 
ae purpoſe, and had ordered 

tranſmitted to the Lord Regiſter of 
with directiott to pay 


3 arti 


_ eng that he was bound to 


91 * 
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Ihe EARL *of AINNOUL (Lotd Haj) FELL 715 Wy; a 
of that Houſe, in the 


1708-9, it $a been deter- 


W 
mined'rhat the Duke of Queenſbury, having been 


created. & 


patent, fince the union, 'by the me 

t to vote at an election of the Peers 
of Scotland ;—and that in the year 1987, the Houſe had thought 
neral reſolution to 
t reſolution to be 
104 and his deputies, 


ies 


them, of the elections of the Peers o 
ſaid, that, ſtanding himſelf in the fication of 


tri, obedience thereto, in the returns to- 
F Scotland, 


were pointed at by the reſolutions of the Houle, 


pay obedience to its orders, 


he had not thought himſelf at liberty to vote at the laſt election 


of Scotch" Peer: and, with the utmoſt perſonal reſpect to- 


würds two Noble Lords, who, in the fame ſituation, had ten- 
on. * "ay he conſidered their public conduct, in that 
reprehenſible; —and he ſhould think it hard 
by flying in the face of the 
over him who had 
is Lordſhip. added, 


aj 


that-whenever a 


uſt i key if the 
he Houſe, ſhou 
pad ftrit obedience to theſe reſolutions. 


la 


gain an advan 


'H 


reſolu- 


opportunity ſhould occur, of going into 


the general queſtion, as to the juſtice and propriety 


theſe re- 


8 he would be ready to meet that queſtion, but it ap- 


as to the ge 
165 reſcin 
would therefore. conclude with moyi 
atthe laſt election of the Peers of 
| Queen{bury and the 


qu 
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"For 
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| 2 to him improper, at preſent, to enter — any. diſcuſſion 

gener eſtion; becauſe, while the reſolutions are 
y muſt unqueſtionabiy be binding; —and he 
hat the votes tendered 
land, by the Duke of 
Earl of Abercorn, who have been created 
Peers of Great Britain by patent ſince the union, having been 
| atteinpted to be given in contradiction. to the ee cok that 
Houle 1 in 29 50 and in 1787 cannot be eee 
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' ſhould tmbve the previous * on Lord uncut 1 motion, 


LORD GRENVILLE inſiſted aig in n 
Hing the elections of the ſixteen Peers of 5 2 
the union, their Lordſhips did not act in a judicative capacity, 
or under the, authority or regobation of any ſtatute ;—but that 
the ſole and excluſive right of determining upon all matters 
reſpecting theſe elections, had neceſſarily devolved upon, and 
dee e by, that Houſe, in the ſame way and for the 
fame reaſon that the Houſe of Commons have the excluſive 
righ it of decidin with reſpect to the elections of their on 
membe Neun therefore from analogy, he concluded, 
that no . eue of that Houſe, in matters regarding the elec- 
tions of Scotch Peers, could be of any force, except. to regulate 
e particular caſe to which they mig bt, apply = or it was well 
kne wn that this had been the pra the Houle of Com- 
mong, "until an alteration had _ 88 by act of Parliament. 
His Lordſbip alſo took notice of the ere reſolutions. of. the 
uſe” rekitlve to the e which, he argued, 1 18035 ä 
nt with each ;—a nd, After drawing, a concluhon. ron 
pretjiſes, - that the committee. were in no 1 died up the 
15 ations of the * oe his, 1 8 proceeded 7 5 —— his 
9 reaſons 555 bong of ris (7 there were 258 e in 
e articles union, or in the ent T regu : 
mode of electing the ſixteen 5 (que K dale 1 755 a ified 
the idea held out in theſe tell tons, | that Peers of 22 
created Peers of Great Britain 85 pa 125 Ho e the re 
no right to vote at che elections of the Peem of Scotland. 
This, his Lordſhip ſaid, was his 705 perſuaſion, and 7 * | 
would' determine his, vote, if. called upon e to give 
one, on 5 ſubj i, at me Pays ing, in. a 1 im- 
portance, he wou rather pro e, that, be ore ing to a 
final deciſion, the 9 ſhould take the opinion of 71 — Fe 5 
judge s, Who were the proper aſſiſtants of 7 Houſe, when they 
withed for advice, not only, i in matters of a judicial n ture, but 
een in matters of legiſation : —and he concluded. with moving, - 
amendment to the mo 


tion of Lord Kol, to ape ; 
ot 71 yh. of the mation, 19 5 the word “ that, for 
t of movin at, a queſtion” be t to >. 
whether, from the Ak} of the Fake 0 Ns 2 ah, 
aQts relative to the election of the fixteen Pre 5 Scotia 
ſuch| Peers of Scotland, 'as  bave been created Peers of Great * 


tain by patent, ff ſince the union, have 2 Tight to vote at ene 
of cot Peers? nn G4 72 1 


After. ſome eotiverſation 'betyixt * the Lord” 
rd Grenville,” it was agreed, that the amendment propoſed by 


the 1k tter ſhould be f poſtponed; and that, in the mean time, he 


Vor. III. L it 


Bu e TAN a7 ab. 


JerNowd, hat in cafe the previdus ge ſtictt Would 
carried, Lord Grenville mould after e motion foes 


Felctence to the option of th 8 5 
The EARL * MANSF FIET 8 ed © "His ſurpriſe "hd 
- aſtoniſhmenit;. at ſome öf the doctrirles lald one by che 
Secretary of State :—he argued, With great force and much api. 
mation, that tlie reſolutions of the Houſe inoft be Bindifiy on the 
committee, ' which was otily the cteature of che Hoſe ;—that 
they muſt temain in force till reſeinded and that it Would be 
unjuſt, in a 145 high tex egree inteed, to refcind them With a re- 
rolpedt :—his Lordſhip'44id, that the Noble Secretary of Fi 
had l to the Scoteh Peerage a ſtrange kind of comfort, b 
-+elling them that they were to Tethdin in a coflſtant ſtate of fc: 
tuation and uncertainty, —He * 6, be purpoſely a avoided « entering 
at Il upon the general queſtion, 4s he did not think that, in the 
pfeſent ſtage, it eule 8 e at 11 under the Conlidetation of the 
committee Fi Lordſhip een ich giving his negative to 


9 Jn ere or LO Grenville,” ©. 
EAR MORTON Wo Pee 'of Lechleven) 
2 bass del, that as à Peer of Scotlahd as en titled to a yote 
at the elections of Scotch'Peets, as his ideen, a nothing 
less than an act of Parliament could deprive h 
The LORD CHANCELLOR id, Ao Ye 0 25 
wee His ind upon the fubje Q A of the preſent di bingo 
2 moſt matute and delete confideratio ration bY it ;—he 
begs aer of opinion chat th 1 committee had power eo de- 
termine in oppoſition to the olutiofis of ay Houſe ;=t at it 
Was much for the dignity of that Hou, 6 to be. conſiſtent in its 
_— as it had eyer beeh'; and that all which had been 


8905 bis Noble Friend Lord Grenville) „ às to the contra- 
Ig Weder 5 5 Tecifions of the Houſe of Common, 
at 


d on to fliew that HI Houſe, had, in matters df. election, 
was difp 


ra eful to them! elves, aud 
0 tio of the legiſlature t Þ 
it it 3, no means nece ry. to; 

Hito the ire the neral queſti "thous gh he was gecidec ; 

_ «6f opinion thar the reſo! A e Houſe Fire well founded; 
1 e conceived it to be con Je oh ge and in cndment, as 

_ Valas to che words of the x 6s of u that: a, Peer f Scot- 
ind, Who ſhould thereafter be created a 75 it Great Ttain, 
Abd nevertheleſs eentinue to habe a right te vote for the 
preſentatives of the Scotch dh ; Whi i right was given in 
his. of the e right of fitting? perſonal in | at Wok” Big in the 
caſe he Had mentioned, the lefſer ri f ſerdivg repreſentatives 
Was fwallowed” up. aud 2b ſorbed in the 1 2 rig ght of Utting 


| 8 * the *Honfe, * *Hir Lo "oy ated” many, * 
ul 
S 


|, 


512 1703. 1 1OuRy „ 75 


in favgur Kn ien and aid; that; in inter- 

pretatien of the act of union had been given by Lou OWper,.,, 
| mers, and thoſe other great men, by: whom, th he unjon, 4 

was ſettled. The judgment pronounced at that 75 Was ard 


after, the molt, 1 . he 


th regeati Ting, 


” . e eee 1 
ns, ieh induted him to one” CY: it 72 highly im 

proper, in a matter ee can privilege, . ſuch as. this Was, 

any queſtion to the judges, to which, indeed, he did Ae 


| bly give a 
15 N05 [AS Ville. in 3 40 N Lord Chancellor, 17 ” 
contre that TP queſtion, was a fit qu geſtion to be referred to 
the; ule it involved. i interpretation. of law. If, by the 
act 9 7 ots Peers, called up to Tan in the Houſe 2s Britih 
Peers, were not meant to be precluded a oting/at the eles. | 
tion of Peers, to 12 9 Scots 5 xe reſolution 2 
5 they were ſo prec ee 
w. There was. no ö 
ts, Wa pra Zi The Hoyle, of 
if tem yet it never was agin 
in diyidual t not {it = 
both as a ſpiritual and a temporal Peer 
' LORD. CATHCART, ſupported; th. 91 455 Keef 
Cha b. er 94 e ainſt the | 
| previous queſtion on the E 
5. a d;the, commitee det; 
Contents 
Not contents 
ne EARL of MANSFIELD. LL the manner in 
which: the, queſtion. had been; carried, as an irreparable inj jury, 
if followed up, to the dignity and independence of the Scots 
Peerag ge. He conjured their Lordſhips to reflect on the conſe- 
quend e their. own deciſions, / more eſpecially when 
thoſe deciſions been in the moſt unexceptionable times 
under 72 moſt e circumſtances, and were more 
over Ol 11 d He did not conceive it poſſible that any 
adtniniftration. would have attempted to overturn ſuch a deci- 
| lon, more eſpecially with a retroſpect. I heir Lordſhips ought 
in to conſider that the Scots Peerage had not their full complement 
tatires *f repreſentatives ing the Houſe--an ac which not only a 


Utting body cha 9 do Juſtice, ut even a gencrous enemy, would 


ment 4 to ta 1 
u | „ 0 2 S a 8 5 LORD 


— 


96”  PARIYXMENTARY Lei 
LORD GRENVILLE faid, the motion which be had made 
2 only 1 in the Sa enquity how the law ſtood, and there · 
— it Was ang r him 10 enter imo 2 diſcuſſion of the 


I Fake. RUE of LAUDERDALE ſaid; 1. was too en 
e attempt doing that juſtice to the cauſe of thoſe who 
had conferred/ upon him the bigheſt honour of his life; but 
when the proper time came, he would make the beſt exertion in 
his power. The Peers of Scotland were a body formerly in 
rn of a8 dend . and important privileges as the ariſt 
of any urope. At the union they had made 
— 5 — to the general good of the country; and 


- that period to this, ſack had been the reſpe& or the indulgence of 


, their Lordſhips, that they never had reaſon to regret the ſacrifices 
they had made. He entered into an illuſtration of the former 
deciſions on the ſame ſubject; and added, that if the Houſe | 
were to contradict their * orders, perſons acting under their 

authority could have no certain rule for their conduct. Iuſtead 
of think in _ obedience to their Lordſhips* orders was the beſt 
mode of ſecuring their approbation, they might be led to think 
what their * Lord 1ps ordered on one occaſion, they would con- 
tradlict on another, and that to anticipate their change of opinion 
and diſobey their orders was the ſafeſt courſe. If the queſtion 
' ſhould be carried, as he feared it would, he ſhould propoſe an 
amendment, to put the judges i in poſſeſſion of. the formet de- 

eiſions of the Houſe. 

"The EARL of MANSFIELD- recommended withdrawing 
this amendment, as tending to embarraſs the queſtion, which he 
vuwiſned not to ſee carried in any ſhape. The amendment was 
withdrawn, and the committee divided on Lord 5 


tion, 
Contents . „ Tl ki 5: 4 
Af Not Contents | 25 
The LORD CHANCELLOR havin — FW the 3 
a motion was made that the report of committee of _ 
vileges be received on Thurſday (the 16). 
ARL STANHOPE red to leave « out the word Thur 
day, and inſert the word now. © 
The Houſe divided on the bd e whin, Gen of the 
biſhops — unrobed, age n coma prevented from voting, 


| it was carri + 11% 1 111 


Gen r 3 bar 
Not Contents N © 6 
The ME was e and the + Hoa lemi. at en 
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coren carxoLic BILL. 3 5 


The'erder of the day bein read, the Houſe ent into gen. 
ee ar this bill, Lord Cat in the chair. 2 | 


| every pe 
K the ee 8 religion within Scotland, wha 
ſhall have taken and ſubſcribed the oath of abjuration and de- 
claration therein expreſſed, and in. the manner thereby directed 
and required, ſhall be as fully enabled to take by deſcent, pur- 
chaſe, or otherwiſe, and to hold, 2. alien, ſettle, and 1 
of, any real or perſonal property whatſoever, vin Scotland, * 
any other r or s whatſoever,” &c. 

The DUKE of NORFOLK faid, Fong there ſeemed every . 
reaſon to give to the Catholics of Scotland the ſame rights and 
privileges which had been very ory proper roperly allowed to the Catholics. 
of a neighbouring kingdom; relied) cher wee as good and 

yal ſubjects as any in his Majeſty's dominions, and were ready 
, o profeſs themſelves to be fo, in the ſtrongeſt poſſible manner. 

the oath required by the preſent. bill Hey would therefore . 
20Ve, ah = amendment to the clauſe, that Catholic Commoners 
havin | qualification, ſhould have right to vote for mem- 
is wh ny and that Catholic Peers ſhould have: right, to 
at Soi of Peers of Scotland. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR ſtated that Roman Catholics 
Scotland were under no legal diſability, that he knew of, 
to give their votes; but that certain oaths were neceſſary, and 
quired by different ſtatutes to be taken, by all. perſons what- 
zver, previous to their voting at elections, which would prevent 
erſons profeſſing the Roman Catholic religion from exercifing 
hat right.—And as this bill was intended for, and would anſwer 
good purpoſe, and afford great relief; at the ſame time, that it 
was totally unconnected with any regulation of the law of elec- 
tions, eould not, of courſe, 12 repeal the ſtatutes he had 
nentioned, fo far as reſpected oaths thereby required, he 
oped the Noble Duke nancy agree to 5 his 8 for 
the a 
The EARL of STANHOPE. profeſſed himſelf an 2 
all diſabilities on aceount of religious principles, but join 
- wiſhing the Noble Duke to withdraw his motion, which. be 
ought would ow anſwer the purpoſe intended, and was not 
he right w 2 the thing. 
The DU ORF OI faid, he ſtill retained his opi- 
N * right to adopt the amendment he had 


1 
\ 
4 


VAN. 


CI . 


apoſed ; ; and that it might, RE —— be fo PRE 
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as to anſwer the purpoſe intended; but as the ſenſe of the 
Houfe ſeemed againſt it, he had no objection to withdraw his 
jpotion. 
On the next clauſe, 5 Wighn 4 80 i” declires, e that the act 
 NhalFnof ẽnfend or be conſtrued'to extend, to eb e any perſon 
profęſſing the Roman Catholic religion in Scotland „ to. 
venere rOkbplaif, pedagogue, teacher,, tutor, or curatgr,. cham-_ 
berlain or factor, to any child or hildren of, Proteſtant parents, 
or. the truſt or manag ett of their "affairs, or to be ſchool-. 
( ptofeſſpt, or = teacher of any ſeclence, to any perſon 
or 2 whoſoever, within Scatland, Aj 
UKE of NORFOLK again roſe, and ſtated his opi- [ 
nion * 6 1 St n and impoli icy of the whole . 
this clayſe. e ſaid that, att © reformation. there ſeemed ta be 
can . ofity betwixt the Catholics and reformers in Sec 
n in England, probably from the circumſtance of the unfor- 
een Mary havin 92 been bi ge to the Catholic ren 
g 


ke A Henry 3 Eighth and lizabeth favoured the re. 
folmation. ry ogy even ſuppoſing us to be now at the period | 
the reformation, although, probably, the reformers 8 5 arg, 
thought that 2 "Catholic muſician chen not to be Secr etary, k 
State, and might have been inclined to deprive the qu > of i 
the ſociety of David Rizzio in that capacity; yet he hardly be- 
liéved that John Knox himſelf would have wong it ei 7 ne- 
ceſſary or, rig at to have prevented a catholic mulic-maſt er from 
_ improving; © ladies of Scotland in, that art, which ſeemed to 

him to be Yone by this clauſe of the preſent, bill; and he ould. 
therefore move that the clauſe be, wholly o mitted.” 

The LORD CHANC 3 1 5 Tegretted the objections. 
made by the Noble Duke. ſaid he Wiſhed to avoid etting 
into any diſcuſſion whatever upon the ſubject, which he 0 jr = 
by no Fein rudent. Thoſe who were chief. intereſt 
£4 operation of the preſent bill, were fatisfied Witte it in its Do 
ſent form, and before going further it would. be right to be. 


The queſtion being put on the Duke o e motion,” it 
Was negatived Without a diviſion, and the Il nel gone, 


throu te Houle in ol ane ken the les u the e jo 
1201. * 
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journe | the trial to he 24th. - Their Lor ps Do 
d 12 © on 5 of Then N Fo, I 
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ge non or COMMONS.” 


dy wth "May U . 25 a 
ee CREDIT, BILL, a amp alin 


The BP the day was read for the third pie a 5 this 85 
vill and it being read a third time, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ver brought up. ſome new clauſes: one to allow the Con- 
lden named in the bill, to ſue and be ſued in the name 'df 
their ſecretary ; Another to direct, that all acts ſhould be done 
cal even or. mo fr the- — N in certam- caſes 
{pecially provided for, &., W ve were agreed; to, 
i deed ty ea to the bill, by way of riders. 
ſaid he ſelt him If called upon, in dut 10 
(idk 5 to ſtate to the Houſe the reaſon Which, — 
to; bim, 8 the city of Carliſle. ſhould be MHeluded ainong 


places w to be depoſited, and ta take boy. © 
Fe the Houſe — Ho queſtion. —Since he laſt h ep 8 
Rok upon the ſubject, a_very- conſiderable , houſe in 


Es 76 had ſtopt; and in t preſent ſituation of 2 
more failures were to be feared ;—jt would be pecul 


ah oh merchants, traders, and manufacturers thera, if it — 


ſe the goods manufactured there were generally bf 
mall profit — 5 great bulk, and it was ſituated at — 
about 100 miles from Glaſgow, and 120 from Liverpoal.<Mr. 
urwin concluded with moving that, after Live abe dt 
| f Carliſle, ſhould be inſerted. 14 4 /3 2103 oi is n. 
| The "CHANCELLOR ol, the EK CE EOUER ſaid, he 
| auſt oppoſe this POPs becauſe there appeared to hit rig un- 
=D ae diſtinguiſh the ſituation of Carliſſe in ais 
allow 


de ape places, and he fawino! 

ing a phone A of goods Wr unleſr: it 1 74 th 
where. Vos Ly Ur.“ 
The Mr, COR having pet the. erbse ge . bf 
Mr..C 1 1 9. 5 and aid, that . 


Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pi 


ſhould be able to . 
eh the Houke 


nas be inulin the: bill 38 one go the for the depofiteof . - 


t PARLIAMENTARY. Contreons. 


The bill was then paſſed, and ordered to be carried up to the 
Lonk by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. * 


PARLIAMENTARY. REFORM. 


1 GEORGE HENRY CAVENDISH ae ql; 


petition from certain inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood 
of Derby, praying for a reform of the repreſentation of the peo- 
— in Parlament, » which was brought up, and ordered to lie on 
the ta | 

Mr. FRANCIS eek. a petition to the fame purpoſe, 
from about 6000 inhabitants of the cities of London and Weſt- 
minſter and their vicinity. The petition ſtated, that if a ſpecific 
plan of reform ſhiould be required from the petitioners, they 
would beg leave to refer to the pla which had been laid down 
by the Duke of Richmond ten years ago, which entirely met 
their approbation j—this petition was brought up and ordered 


to lie on the ta _ | 
Mr. BROWNE profentel a petition'to e fame effect from 
2 number of i ts of the town of Poole in etſhire. 
Mr. W TON preſented a like petition from certain in- 


habitares i in or near the pariſh of Aldgate; in the city of London, | 
HO was alſo brought up and ordered to lie on the table. 7 
Mr. —.—. that he' held in his hand a eden | 


"viding in breach ofthe orders of the Houſe. | 8 
On the motion for bringing up the petition, | 
The SPEAKER ſtat * in the year 1656 an TR was 

made, chat no private petition, to be directed to the Parliament, 

de printed before it be preſented to the Houſe ;—and another 
order was afterwards made, for the due execution of that order. 

— He thought it right to call the attention of the Houſe to the 

time at which the order was made, being during the vſurpatiori;' 

and alſo to this circumſtance, that it was not in the form of a. 


ſtanding order; but he added, at the ſame time, that it had been 


. the ice and rule of the Houſe to decline receivin any peti- 
tion, either private or public, that had been Serial 


tion had ever been W | 
Mr. DUNCOMBE ſaid a few works. 


Mr. BURKE ſaid, it ſeemed to deſerve much corittiation 
whether the Houſe would do right in receiving a petition which 


Bad been circulated in print, for the purpoſe of influencing the 


y printed; - 
at leaſt he believed, and had been ue that no Kae N- | 


country, ns the ſecond: TAO Ry | 


. 1 * 1 


M ings. TT, JOURNAL.” a eos tt 4 
When it was contrary to prallice & to da, for he would wer 


7 I on the order, 2 
Mr. GREY obſerved that the order if all to be n ded; 


=D only to private petitjons; and that, althovgh the igna- 


ures in this caſe were ſubjoined to a printed © pear yet: n did 
not appear that the petition had been eireul ate 
Mr. FOX faid that he could not go the length 


tion; but in We e fo 

n ph.” ſenſe of the thing did-not e e 

coming to the Houſe in print, as to the fact, — had 

been previouſly printed and circulated; It was notorious' oma 

exer that alinoſt in every private — the petitions were — 

and ſettled, and often advertiſed in che newſpapers; before 

ame to be preſented to the Houſe. In his opinion negatix 

cedents were of little conſequence, and he would therefore give 

bis vote for. bri ing u up the petitions. N ear 6 | 
"Mr, BURKI explained that, in his: opinion; the -petitiois 


zoming 3 before the Houſe made a material differgnce; Be- 


5 . ht be done abroad, out of that Houte, 
which t acquainted, with, WIE 27d GHG. 
"| The C ANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER 
ouſe could not faffer- the petition to be 


tleman oppoſite to 
titions had came. from the fame ſhop ; and, had this mods been cn. 
cog with read other reden and they dea ae: 
pted with to petitions, 
e With regard to 

petitions in the newſpapers, the Houſe perhaps might — 


out the er of the 2 {ns the; man he mat 


SMITH ſaid each a few words 4 in. ann 10 we er 
titi > * ef. 4, BO 

« OLONEL MACLEOD faid, re: 0 n al 
the petitions had come from the ſame ſhop, 2 — been made uſe 
of by him, but by a Right {onourable te: to 


hmm (Mr. Dundas). and that aero, at ft 


migh t be put on the right hor/e 
Gentleman's witticiſms wigh | not be faſlened'ow- him arid hie 


friends 18 e = * 1408 K+ * 381% WA At 4443 


8 


2 to be received; but, at the ſame time, as it ſeemed a hrtle 
doubtful, al in order that e buſineſs which was to 
| come 


the Houſe were not bound by any ofders- made i bring the rg hr: | 


thought the 
up without: 
leparting from uſage.—It had been ſaid by an Honourable Gen- 

9 (Colonel M. Leod), that miny of the . 
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rant of its having been done, and ie might have been dne withe - | 


oppoſe the br ing;n pos” % 299% nts HDR, 
LORD WIL SSEL _ and Me. WIELIAN- 


| SHERIDAN, Veh I epinions that-the-potitjore»- | 
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Another from certain inhabitants of the town 


Linlithgow and another from 3 — inhabitants of the town 
_ and: neighbourhood of Anſtruther, Y Colonel Macleod ;—and 
one from a number of inhabitants 


. — Eran cn 
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come 08, viz, the motion of his, Hon able Brinnd (Mr. Grey) 
"might not be delayed, he was induced to wiſh: that the Guy), 


for bringing up the petindn ſhould be withdrawn,” which. was 


n ly: done. 3 5 
er gn a petition Fran FE inhabileans of the wo 
01 Warwick and its neigbbourhood was preſented by Mr. Wil- 


am Smith, one from about 1000 inhabitants * Hudderf- 


field in Yorkſhire, by Mr. Erſkine;—one from à number 
of inhabitants of the tawn and neighbourhood: of Dundee, by 


$ Mr. Sheridan one from a number of inhabitants of the town 


of Pailley, by Mr, Whitbread ; one from certain inhabitants 
of the burgh-of Montroſe, Mr. Corwin: one from certain 


inhabitants of the. town of Kilmarnock another from certain 
inhabitants of ad , of Kilmarnock — and another from cer- 


tain. inhabitants. of Newmille, in the iſh of Loudoun and 
Shire of Ayr, by Mr. Wharton ;—one certain. inhabitants 
2 the coun 2 Penk. by Mr. Lambton; one from a great 
mber of in 8 of 1 city. of Edinbur „of the whole 


7 b. of the floor of the Houſe, and a9 projing 7 a thorough. re- 


m in the repreſentation, by acleod; one from 


— 5 inhabitants of the town on Dumbarton, by Mr. Whit- 


bread; one from certain inhabitants of the Burgh of Irvine; 


Strathaven; 
Another from certain inhabitants of the burgh of the county 


of Roxburgh ;—another from certain iqhahitants of the burgh df 


the town of N ottingham 
and rhood thereof, by Mr. Grey. . 


Aber By Grey hd peed the above * 
a m longer petition E to tition of certain 
ons whoſe names were thereunto 2 which was 


opens wed þ mo LEG: n ne 
3 2 id 405 


To the Honourable che G of Great Biitain, in duc 


Went aſſembled, the Humble Petition . the FRIENDS oF * THE 


: _ 
n 1 
| That ug pg 3 Win ans "he 
is veſted with the ſole executive power. 
«the Houſe of Lords conſt of Lands uitual and tem- 


Kin 


| poral, r, their titles and conſequence either from the 


wn or from hereditary privileges. 
That theſe two — if they Wagged without poi: Ive woul 


Fartiall 


— . ——— —— 


4 
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* "oy 6, 1593. 
That the wiſdor 


 $OuKwAL, 85 
eeſtors hath contrived that theſs 
and be exerciſed for the ſecurity and happineſs of the 


ntroduRtion of a third eſtate. diſtinct from, and a check 
e other two branches of the legiſlature, created by repeclent 
, and reſponſible to the people themſelves. 

at ſo much depending upon the preſervation of this, third 
eſtate, in ſuch its. ae purity and ſtrength, Jour, peti- 
ners are reaſonably rt of whatever may appear to Vitiate 


at the preſent toy the the Houſe 4 7 07 gs 


2 — 
"+ 


all becoming 1 17 ee before you 
honourable Houſe. | 
hat though the terms in which your petitioners "ate theix 


ouſe 'is entreated to believe, that no expreſſion is made uſe. of 
for the purpoſe of offence.” 
Your petitioners in affirming that your | honourable Houſe i is 
an adequate repreſentation of the people of England, do bu 
te a fact, which, if the word © repreſentation” be accept 
in its fair and obvious ſenſe, they are ready to prove, and 155 
they think detrimental to their intereſts, and Foatrary Hus 


ow far this inadequate repreſentation. i is prejudicial to whe 
, your petitioners apprehend they may be allowed to. 
decide for themſelves, but how far it is contrary to the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution, they refer to the conſideration, of your honour- 
* Houſe. 
honourable Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to determine, 
that wif people of England ought not to be fully repreſentet 
jour petitioners pray that ſuch your-determination may be | 
nown, to the end that the ch wy; be appriſed of their real 
ſituation; but if your honourable Houſe ſhall conceive. that 
i] ple are — fully repreſented, then your, an 
cave to call your Atteriton to the following, facts. 

* petitioners complain that the number of repreſentatives 
1 to the different counties is groſsly dilproportioned to 
their comparative extent, population, and trade,” 5 

Vour petitioners complain that the elective franch e is Þ 


ſpirit of the conſtitution. 


partially and un e bot, and is in fo many nds 


e dies been of (ach ve bald e 1 | 


* 


zuthorities may be E not only harmleſs but 9 800 ? 
That this ſecurity and happineſs are to be locked for in the | 


vance, may be looked upon as ſtrong, yet. your. Raced | 
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fifteen thouſand electors, which, even if the male adults in the 
kingdom be eſtimated at fo low a-number: as three millions; is 


| not tre than on bundenen pare of che people to be re. 


1 nr 7 ee, 
our Vaneen . that: SAS right” of voting. is re- 
palatett by no uniform or rational princip 1 


Your, petitioners complain that the exerciſe as the- elective 


Franchiſe is only renewed once in ſeven years. / #19 7 ts 


*' Your petitioners thus diſtin! Iy Nate the ſubject 1 


complaints, that" ur honourable Houſe may be eee that 
they are acting from no ſpirit of yep diſcoment,” and that 
you may witk the more eaſe be on ed to inquire; (orgs facts, 
atid to apply. the remedy. 5 


. 6.4 % 1 7 


Por the evidence in ſupport of- ae firſt 1 your. peti- 
tioners refer to the return book of your/honourable Houſe.—-Is 
in fitting that Rutland and Vorkfhire ſhould bear an equal rank 
in the ſcale of count 7 repreſentation, | or can it be r +; — that 
Cornwall alone ſhould, by its extravagunt proportion of 
members, out- number not only the repreſentatives of Fares 
and Rutland together, but of Middleſex: added to them? Or, if 
2 diſtinction between the landed and the trading intereſts, muſt 
it hot appear" monſtrons that Cornwall and WWiltſhire ſhould 
-fend' more borough members. to Parliament, than Vorkſhire, 
Lancaſhire, Warwickſlire, : Middleſex, Worceſterſhire; and 
Sdmerſetſbire united? and that the total repreſentation of all 
Sootland ſhould but exceed by one member the en, *. 
turned for a: ſingle county in England / 
The ſecond: complaint- of your petitjoners is wy on 4 
| unequal proportions in which the e e 1 5 franchile i is Kan den. 
| and in ſupport of it. 
They affirm, that ſeventy df: Jour. Sons abs po bo are 
ü nne by thirty five places, where the right of voting is veſſed 
- it burgage and other tenures of a'{imilar deſcription, and in 
Which it would be to trifle with the patience of your honourable 
- Houfe to mention number of voters whatever, the elections 
of the places Aladed to being notoriouſiy a mere meren of 
-:form; And this your petitioners are ready to prove. 
They affirm that, in addition to the ſeventy. Wel 
N ſo choſen, ninety more of your honourable member 
are elected by for 115 places, in hone of wbich the number of 
- Voters" exceeds ee this yur, tenen are read * to 
:Irbve, 5: 5 
ot The Miles, © 3 in e to the 4 and. las: ſo 
Gecked, r more FE your! bonorable TE - 
* tft x | 1 ele cte 


e - * 1 * 
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ef your honourable Houſe is elected * 


burgage 


an 61993 + 2: JOUR. Act: tn 


J by nineteen places, im none of which, the: nuinber-of 
— excoeds one hundred. REN ou! polices: are 


to prove. #7 1+ 45 $40 Bn 

"They Ares, that in addicdon-tycha-honddndend dae een 
onourable members ſo choſen, fifty-two. more are returned to 
ſerve in Parliament by twenty-fx places, in none of which the 
zumber of voters exceeds. we hundred, | And this your: peti- 
ioners are ready to prove. 
They affirm that, in addition o dhe two bhundwd and forty- 

nine ſo elected, twenty more are returned to ſerve in Parliament 
ſor counties in Scotland by leſs than one hundred electom each, 
and ten for counties in Scotland by leſs than two hundred and 

ifty each. And this your petitioners are. ready to: youu eren 

admitting the validity of fctitious votes. 
They affirm, that in addition to the e e and f. 

ine fo elected, thirteen diſtrĩcts of burghs in Scotland, not con- 
taining; one hundred voters each, and two diſtriẽts of burghs, 
not containing one hundred and Fe five each, return fiſteen 
nor honourable. members... is ous: me abe 
ready to ptove. 2 

And in this manner, ag to the preſent. Nate: of 2 . 


p reſentation,. two hundred and ninety-four of your honomable 


embers are choſen, and being a majority of the entire Houſe of 


Commons, are enabled to decide all q ions in the name of the 
1 2;people of land and Scotland) * 


2 third complaint of your petitioners. in founded on the 
eſent com 2 rights of voting. From the caprice with 
which they have been varied, and the obſcurity i in which they 
have been involved by time and contradictory deciſions, ae 
ecome a ſource of infinite confuſion, Iitigation, and enpence. 
| Your petitioners need not tender any evidence of the. inn; 
veniences which ariſe from this defect in the repreſentation, be- 
cauſe the proof is to be ſound in your journals, and the minutes 
of the different committees who om been appointed upder the 


10th and 11th. of the King. Your honourable Honſe is but 


1 d well acquainted. with the tedious, intricate, and expenſive. 


ſcenes of ee have been brought before ou, im nt- 


tempting to ſettle the 1 mport of thoſe · nu diſtine- 


many cee of your mn time 3 2 — 
ing e wrangling of lawyers, upon the various 

| leaſsbold, and freehold? How many 
baye been occupied in inveſtigating the nature 


EX which perplex — the preſent 3 voting. 
n 


committees. 
ſcot and lot, 


patwallers, commonalty, populacy, reſiant inhabitants, and in- 


habitants at large? W at labour and reſearch have e em- 


* 


| . in 3 to aſcertain. the 0 claims of * 


\ 


reſident, and from eee, . 
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nn potttmen, ſelect ee and council 


men. Aud What confuſion has ariſen from the complicated 
operation of claſhing charters from freemen reſident and 'non- 
of eee 3 wo 


of corporations - by birth, by ſerv 


by marri 
tion, by election, and by —— On all 2 by Ar beg "7 L, | 


however, needleſs for your petitioners to enlarge, when your 
honourable Houſe recoſlects the following —— Nt 


| Gncei the 22d of December, 1 1990, no leſs than ning; Fenn 


eommittees have been employed in — upon litigated righ ri 

of voting. Of theſe, eight were occupied with the — of 
three ths, and there are petitions from four places yet re- 
waiving: be honourable Houſe, ira, who for a final deci 


. ſion to inform the electors what their rights rea 


But the complaint of your petitioners, on the ſobject of 'the 
want: of an uniform and equitable principle in regulating the 
right of voting, extends as well to the arbitrary manner in which 
ſome are ex uded, as to the intricate qualifications by which 
others are admitted to the exerciſe of that privilege. 
- _— opinions create an incapacity to vote. All pap 
ded generally,' and, by the operation of the teſt laws, 
Proteſtant: Diflenters” are dep rived of a voice in the election of 
repreſentatives in about ehirty boroughs, where the right of 


voting is confined to corporate officers alone; a deprivation the 


more unjuſtifiablz, becauſe, though conſidered as unworthy to vote, 
they are deemed capable of being elected, and may be the repre- 
ſeniatives of the very places for which they neee from 
being the electors. 
Amin poliblied of one thouſand pounds per annum, or any | 
other fam ariſing from copyhold, Neafehold, for ninety- nine 
yen, trade, property in the public funds, or even freehold in 
the city of London, and many other cities and towns having 


poeculiar juriſdictions, is not thereby entitled to vote. Here 


Main a ſtrange diſtinction is taken between electing and repre- 


ſenting, 1 iu ſuſicient ne een in our 
— 8 d 2 | 


170 ght to vote, 
unleſs — be in ſome borough where DIA is veſted 
in the inhabitants. This exception operates in ſixty places, of 


_ which twenty. eight do not contain three hundred voters each; 


and the number af houſeholders in England and Wales (exclu- 


five. of Scotland), who pay all taxes, are ſeven hundred and 


fſourteen thouſand nine hundred and eleven; and of houſe- 


holders who pay all taxes, but the houſe and window taxes, are 


two hundred and cighty-four thouſzad/ four hundred and file 


_ | 
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in 1785 ſo that, ren ſuppoling the ſixty; places above men- 


| tioned: to contain, one with another, one thouſand voters in 
each, there will remain nine hundred and thirty- nine thouſand 
three hundred and ſeventy houſeholders who have no voite in the 
| repreſentation, unleſs they have obtained it by accident” or 
purchaſe. Neither their contributions to the public burde 
their peaceable demeanour as good ſubjects, nor their g 
reſpectability and merits as aſefal citizens, afford them,  as-the 
| law now ſtands, the ſmalleſt pretentions to. participate im the 
choice of ' thoſe who, under the name of their repreſentatives, 
may diſpoſe of their fortunes and liber tie... 
n Scotland, the grievance ariſing from the nature of the 
rights of voting has a different and ſtill more intolerable opera- 
tion. In that great and populous diviſion of the kingdom, not 
only the great maſs of the houſeholders, hut of the-landholders . 
alſo, are excluded from the participation in the choice of rejre- 
ſentatives. By the remains of the feudal ſyſtem in the counties, 
the vote is ſevered from the land, and attached to what is | 
the ſuperiority. In other words, it is taken from the ſubſtatice, 
and transferred to the ſhadow, becauſe, though each of theſe ſu- 
periorities muſt, with "oy few exceptions, ariſe from lands of 
the preſent annual value of four hundred pounds ſterling; yet it ies 
not neceſſary that the lands ſhould do more than give a name te 
the ſuperiority, the poſſeſſor of which may retain the right. of 


—— 


voting. notwithſtanding he be diveſted of the pr And on 
the other hand great landholders have the means ed them, 


by the ſame ſyſtem, of adding to their influence, witheut e. 
pence to themſelves, by -communicating to their confidential 
friends the pronaye of electing members to ſerve in Parliament, 
The proceſs by which this operation is performed-is ſimple. lle 
who wiſhes to increaſe the number of his dependant. votes, 
ſurrenders his charter to the crown; and parcelling out his eſtate 

into as many lots of four hundred pounds per annum, as may 

be convenient, conveys them to fuch as he can conſide in. Io 
theſe new charters are, upon applications, granted by the crowti; 


tereſt in the lane ES HI Nrfos 
Such is the ſituation in which the counties of Scotland are 
placed with reſpect to the burghs ; every thing that bears ever 
he ſemblance of popular choice has long been done -away+» 

he election of members to ſerve in Parliament is veſted in the 
agiſtrates and town councils, who having, by various innova- 
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tions conftituted- themſelves, in ſelf-elefted hikenc inſtead of 
| n freely choſen by the in iabitants at large, have ;deprived 
the people of all participation in that privilege, the free exerciſe 
of which affonds the only ſeeurity they can Fame owe 
tion of their liberties and property, _ 
Ihe fourth and laſt complaint of our petitioners: is the 
length « of the duration-of: parliaments.” - 2 honourable: Houſe 
knows that, by the nt laws and ſtatutes of this xi , Ire- 
quent parliaments bows to be held: and that the ſixth. of Wil- 
liam and Mary, 0 he repealed) ſpeaking while the ſpirit of 
the revolution was yet warm, declared, that **/frequent and new 
parliaments. tend very much to the happy union and good agree- 
ment between king and people; and ke, that no parlia- 
ment ſhould laſt longer than for three years. Your. petitioners, 
without preſuming to add to ſuch an authority by any obſerva- 
tions of their owa, * that Ran may not be 
continued ſor ſeven years. 
Lour petitioners "ey thus.laid NF ol you the ſpecific nt 
complaint from which they conceive 11 evil in the re- 
preſentation to ſpring. and on which ar ans er abuſe w_ 
anconvenience is founded, +. ;-..+ +: 
What thoſe abuſes are, and od 1 7 * ee "y 
it becomes your . petitioners to. ſtate, as the heſt means of zal 
ing their preſent application to your: honourable Houſe. 
our petitioners then affirm, that from the combined bew 
tion of the defects. they have pointed out, ariſo thoſe ſcenes of 
confuſion, Jitigation, and expence, which fo. diſgrace the name, 
and that — — _ of private patronage. which is lo . 
nant to the ſpirit of free repreſentation; | ; + : | 
Jour petitioners, intreat: of your honoprable Hoo to con: 
ſider the manner in which elections are eonducted, and to reflect 
upon the extreme inconvenience. to which electors are ex- 
Pet and the intolerable expeaige 49 N candidates are. ub- 
je bs, 
Your. konourable Hors Fra has: Fea Fringe 3 at | 
Tages, and perjury, are too often the dreadful A on. con 
teſted elections: as at this time carried on- 
' Your honourable Houſe knows -that polls are 3 1 in 
one fixed place for each county, eity, and borough, whether the 
number of voters be ten or ten thouſand, and whether they, be 
reſident or diſperſed over England. 1 
- Your honourable Houſe knows that WF 3 4 1 
8 een may by law be continued for fifteen days, en 
then be ſubjected to a ſcrutiny, - . 
Your, honourable Houſe knows, that the- NUDE SY — | 
conduct * polls is committed to returning officers, who from the 
. . N 
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nature of the 8 muſt be inveſted with extenſivę 

e and it who, it appeats, by e 5 ge: 8 
th 


have but too. often exerciſed" 


uire 7 <p 105 an N can be pay ed 

ae has Atael a diſputed ſeat in Parliament at a leſs 
than from two to five thouſand meg, particular caſes are bot 
wanting where * times theſe ſums have been paid,” but it is 
ſufficient for you titionen to affirm, and to be le to prove it 
if denied, rolls jad is the expence of a contelted return, tha be | 
ho ſhould become a candidate with even greater funds t | 
the law requires him to ſwear to as his qualification to fit in 
your honourable Houſe, Les! either relinquiſh his pretenſions ' 
x the 2 of an oppoſition, or ſo reduce his fortune in 

he conteſt, that he could not take his ſeat without perjuryj. 
| The reviſion of the original polls before che e er 
our honourable Houſe, upon appeals from che deciſions af the 
cturning officers, affords freſh Purces of veratich ad enpence 
to all parties. Your honourable Houſe knows that the com- 
beate rights of voting, and the ſhameful praftices Which We 
race election proceedings, have ſo loaded your table with p 
tions for ment and roire, that one half of the ufual qura- 
tion of a Parliament has . ſulfcient to ſettle who.is | ; 
entitled to fit for the-other and it Was not till within the 
ft two months that your honourable Houſe had an opper- 
unity of diſcovering that the two gentlemen, who fat and voted' 
ear three years as the repreſentatives of the borough of Stock: 
idge, had rocured 8 to Ag ſo elected by the moſt 
Adu a Adee 3 the bo ech of © Grimſby 
vote ng as a period for roug reat 15 
not been gong 20 l 5 f 
n truth, all the miſchiefs of the preſent ſtein: of repreſenta- 
are akeertained by the difficulties which even the zeal and 
ſdom of your en Houſe experiences in ef. 15 
8 $2: complaints brought before you ; ; though yo your _ 
tees ſit five hours every day from the | time of ir appo 
ment, they generally are unable to come to a debifion bn in 128 
than a . 1. ar yery frequently are detained from thirty to 
torty days e Weſtminſter caſe in 1789, will even furniſh 
yo! honourable Houſe with an inſtatice, where, after defibe- 
oL. III. N. rating 
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rating og forty-five days, a committee g ravely reſolved that, from 

an 9385575 conſi 89155 of the circumſtances relating't to the 

cauſe, a final decifion of the buſineſs before them could not take 
place in the'courſe of the feſfion, and” that not improbably the 
whole of the Parliament havin at that time near two years 

Jonger, to fat). mi ght be cobſoined' in a tedious and expenſt we liti- 

| ron, 46 and they recommended it to che petitiöners to with- 
aw their | ebnen, which, after a fruitleſs perfeverance of above 
| three months, they, were all 1 to ſubmit to. [ 

3 our, petitioners will only upon this ſubject. further add; hat 
the expence to each of the nes, who have been either plain- 
tiff or defendant i in petitions | tried before your honourable Houſe 

in the preſent ſeſſion, has, upon "an average, amounted to above 

done hundred pounds per day; and that the attorneys bills in one 
cauſe, the trial of which in point of form only laſted two days, 
and in point of fact only fix hours, amounted to very near 
twelve hundred pounds. And this your petitioners are ready to 
prove. 
Your petitioners 800 now beg leave to call the attention of 
our honourable Houſe to the elt evil produced by theſe de- 
fects in the repreſentation of which they complain; namely, the 
extent of private parliamentary patronage ; an abuſe which ob- 
viouſly tends to exclude the great maſs of the people from any 
ſubſtantial influence in the election of the Houſe of Commons, 
and which, in its progreſs, threatens to uſurp the ſovereignty of 
the country to the equal danger of the King, of the Lork, and 
of the Commons. 
The patronage of which your petitioners complain is of two 
kinds: that which ariſes from the unequal diſtribution of the 
elective franchiſe, and the peculiar rights of voting by which cer- 
tain places return members to ſerve in parliaments; and that 
which ariſes from the. expence attendin ng conteſted elections, and 
the conſequent degree of power acquired by wealth. - 
By theſe two means a weight. of parliamentary inflverite for 
been Ara by certain individuals forbidden by the ſpirit of the 
laws, and in its conſequences moſt dangerous to the Uiberties of 
the people of Great Britain. 
The operation of the firſt ſpecies of patronage is direct, Find ceive 
ſubject to poſitive proof. Eighty-four individuals do by their requir 
own immediate authority ſend one hundred and fifty-ſeven of Wl chan a 
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your honourable Members to Parliament. And this your peti- ſh c ule 
tioners are ready, if the fact be diſputed, to prove; and to name thous 

; 8 members and the patrons. el to give 
The ſecond ſ pecies of patronage cannot be ſnewn with equal N 0 
1 pe J t 


| Kcutacy though it is Fit with equal f fore. 
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e and ſeven, are returned to your: honourable Hauſe, not by 
* to the eighty· ſour before dete ed, and making the total num- 
9e ber of patrons altogether only one hundred an hfty-four, who 


return a decided majority of your honourable Houſe. 
If your honourable Hot 
report and general belief of the counties, cities, and boroughs, 
hich return the members alluded to, your petitioners are re 


name them, and be governed by euer ee they 
emſelves ſhall. publicly give. But if neither of t 
ought conſiſtent with the proceedings of 


r. honourable 


inf ouſe, then your petitioners can only aſſert their belief of the, 
of aQ, which they hereby do in the moſt folemn manner, and on 
de- he moſt deliberate conviction. r: 3 * 2 {x 775 l 
the | Your petitioners entreat your honourable Houſe to believe 
* hat, in complaining of this ſpecies of influence, it is not their 
ny intention or deſire to deery or to condemn that juſt and natural 
11 attachment which they, who are enabled by their fortune, and 
nt inclined by their diſpoſition, to apply great means to honourable. 
nd wd benevolent ends, will always inſure to themſelves; What 

| your petitioners complain of is, that property, whether well or 
Wh ill employed, has equal power; that the preſent ſyſtem of repre- 


the ſentation gives to it a degree of weight which renders it inde- 
er- pendent of character; en 
hat reſpect, and confines the choice of electors within the ranks. of 
and A becauſe, t it cannot make tiches the ſole object 


ﬀ of their affection and confidence, it can and does throw. obllacles, 
has almoſt inſurmountable, in the way of every man who is not 
the rich, and thereby ſecures to a ſelect [i the: capability of becom 

s of ing candidates themſelves, or ſupporting'the-pretenſions of others. 

i Ot this your petitioners complain loudly, becauſe they con- 
and ceive it to be highly unjuſt, that, while the language of the law 
Heir requires from a candidate no greater eſtate, as a qualification, 
of MW. than a fe hundred pounds per annum, the operation of the law 


et- ſhould diſqualify, every man whoſe rental is not extended to 


ame thouſands; and that at the ſame time that ae 
1 to give the electors a choice from amongſt thoſe who fee 


I moderate and independent competence, it ſhould. virtually com- 
ßpel them to chooſe from amongſt thoſe who themſelves abound 
our 9 or are ſupported by — wealth of others. 


Your 


g1 1 


Vour Teige ire convineed that, in addition to the ane 
hundred and fiſty- ſeven honourable members above mentioned, 


che collectetl voice of thoſe wH¹om they appear to repreſent, hut 


ſouſe will accept as evidence the common 
to name them, and to prove the fact; or if the members in que(- 
ion can be made parties to the enquiry, your petitioners will 
eſe prooſs be | 


sit to excite ſear as well as procure - 
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Your petivieners are the more alarmed at the progreſs. of private I 
rene "becauſe. ti rapidly leading to ee which Ye 
rnenace che very es of of the oonſtitution. t ins to 
At che emmencement of every ſeſſion of: Parliament, your | ta 
honourable Houle, acting up the laudable jealoufy/ of your pre- by 
deeeſſom, and ſpeaking the pure conſtitutional »of a ru 
Britiſh Höuſe of Commons, reſolve, as appears by. your journals, th 
hat no peer of this realm hath an voy hk rey his: yote in for 
<« the election of any member to ſervs in Parliament: and pe 
alſo, * that it is a high infringement upon the eee e 7 
«7 videw ede Common of Orext Brin for any fe of po! 
cc. Parliamei Lord Lieutenant of any county, to con- ere 
«+ een thanifhtods-H the eben- of members to ſerve for the in 
5 % Commons in Parliament. 24? 10 219 ane 
+ Your- petitioners inform your honourable Houle, and are ſpe 
ready to-firove ir atiyour bar, that they have the moſt reaſonable or 
grounds to ſuſpect, that no lefs than one hundred and fifty of ten 
your Honourable: members owe their electiom entirely to the in- be 
| terforencs of poers; and your petitionet are prepared to ſhew, by dif 
legal evidence, that forty peers, in defiance of your reſolutions, - N. 
have poſſeſſed themſelves of fo many burgage tenures, and ob- 4 
tained ſuch un abſolute and uncontrouled command in very put 
| maty:fmalt 'boroughs in the kingdom, as to be enabled by their cee 
Hive e ome en inde. 19; "ered your” Honourable N. 
11 Your petitioners will, however, urge this grievance of th: 18 


interference of peers in elections no further, becauſe they are ſa- 
tified that it is unneceſſary. Numbers of your honourable 
members muſt individually have known the fact, but collectively 
ny r honourable 'Houſe has undoubyedly been a ſtranger to it. 
is now brought before you by . * tender evidence of 
the truth of What they alen, and they conceive it would be 
— in them to aſk that by petition, n muſt be looked 
for as the certain reſult of your own honorable re N N to 
your own liberties and privilege.. 

our petitioners have thus laid before your ende Houſe 
what tho mifchiefs:are which ariſe from the preſent ſtate of. the 
repreſentation, and what they conceive: to be the puts of 

| thoſe miſchiefs, and therefore pray to have removed. 
They now humbly beg leave to offer their reaſons, why they 

are ter that ſome remedy ſhould be immediately 
ow petitioners truſt thay may be allowed to ſtate, becauſe 
chey are + 1 to prove, that ſeats in your honourable” Houſe 
arc ought fr at a moſt Pane and AS to! . ex- 
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ſe, your petitioners do not preſume 


your honourable Hou actually” 
to have diſcovered, but the means taken hy candidates to oh- 
tuin, and by electors to beſto that r, evidently appear to 


haye bee increaſing in a-progrefhve , of and 


r 


er Your petitioners are inducad to make this aſſertion by. 


the legiſlature having found it neceſſary, during the laſt and pre- 


mot 4 


nent in- 
of 


A far a8 conjecture can lead your petitioners, | 

that the increaſed national debt, and the 
creaſe of influence, are the cauſes; of dhe increaſed 
. ta become members of. the Houſe of Commons; 
and of their indifference as to the means uſed to their 
ſpeculations. * To prove that they do not ſtate this wantonly,” 
or without Need gre grounds, they an beg to call your at- 
tention to the following table, all the vouchers for which are to 
be found in the journals bg ee or in 


"rent aQs of Pa liament. 


Ke the. Revelation. —The ; | Th | 1 «fans 
public wenne id not ex- ſound neceffary to preſerve the 
Ceed 2,100,0001. freedom and independence of 
. "The peace eltabliſhment had Parliament, to regulate elec-' 


not Ware pe e tions, and to prevent 13 


„ ns eee e 7 


* — 
q 
; * 


| WY is dank Cates Ti "The mah” of 1 
The public revenue had in- on neceſſa to preſerve the 
ſed to about g. 3.900, c - | 
The peace eſtabliſhment had dent W N 5 
ea to about 1,950,000 | to - 
— 

ane The 1 a 8 
75 public revenue had in- | found neceſſary" to Nan 
eaſed to about 6, ooo, coο freedom of Parliament, to | 
eſtabliſhment had your . "MF 1 5 > ſed, 


to about hae tra 0 abs en, „ 2s. 
Arte denh of Georg f "The nur ber 


blic revenue had The: Sund ne | 
al to about ee freedom of Parli 
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Atthe death of Geo II. — The namber of | ſtatutes 


Fe: public. Ben. had in- -found: neceſſary to preſerve the 


creaſed to about > "8,600,000 freedom of Parliament, to pre- 


The peece eftabliſhmerit had vent Nr &e. increaſed. 


increaſed to about rae 90: to —— — 149 


04 t e ee, 


eee eee 


of his preſent Majeſty: _ 
able revenue had increaſed to reg den of Parli ament, to pre- 


above 16,00, ooo vent eh 64 . 0 in 


| Ihe peace eſtabliſhment had Nel I AAR AIG}: 8 
increaſed'to'above,” .$1000,000/ 575 116 n 6h 


It is upon, this evidence of the mndat of 2", ee ee 
and influence, and the, increaſe of laws found neceſfary'to repel 
the increaſing | attacks 1 upon the purity' and freedom /of elections, 
thatyour pefitiouers conceive it high tine to enquire into the 
ptemiſes. 84 32 


"Your petitioners are Gab that, in hin they be ſtated, | 


they-are ſupported by the evidence of facts, and they truſt that, 
in conveying thoſe facts to. your honourable Houſe, they have 
nat. been betrayed into the language of reproach, or diſreſpect. 
Anxious:to' preſerve in its purity a conſtitution they love and 
gere they have thought it their duty to lay before you; not 
eneral ſpeculations deduced from theoretical opinions,” but poſi- 

Se del ſuſceptible of direct proof; and if, in the performance 
of this talk, they have been. obliged to call your attention to afſer: 
; which you have not been accuſtomed to hear, and which 


100 lament that they are compelled to make, they intreat the 
Ige 


ence of your honourable Houſe.” 8 1 | 
5 'Y cart phy ners will ol; further treſpaſs upon your! time, 
ey recapitulate the 'objets of their prayer, which ate, 
our Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed to take ſuch 
 rheaſtires, as to your wiſdom may ſeem meet, to remove the 
evils arifing from the unequal manner in which the different 


on 'of the kingdom, are admitted to | participate” in the repreſen- 


+ att ron 


To correct the pattial diftribution of the elective franchiſe; 
ach. commits the choice of repreſentatives 'to ſelect bodies of 
men of ſuch limited numbers, as. renders them an cal prey "tothe 
artful, or a ready purchaſe to the wealthy. - 

"Fs - ard the right of voting upon an uniform and be 
neiple. 
ea finally, t to horten the duration of Parlgachentt, and, 5 


moving the cauſes of that confuſion, litigation, and Fare 1 


Owe nien they are at this fe conduGted, to "render E er] 


5 2 8 
- 4 # 


T3 4 


«+ Te hd 3 
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and new elections, what bur anceſtors 8 aſſerted 
them ke de, the means of happy a union and "good agreement 
bg the-king and ople.,* | 
Corr Gf you gail has ever prop 
f - Aﬀicr the Sion had beet read, 

Mr. BURKE ex preſſed his wiſh to know from Wee 


of the petitioners was riot mentioned. W. 
The names of ile petitio 
after which, TY FRONT OT FO Ov 
Mr. GREY roſe; andfaid,” it was certainly not uncommon 
chat yo ſhould be ods 0 that Houſ bone 3 not 


Din 


tition A A. 4 it ee 
rn Honourable Gentleman ( Mr. 1 he had no 


K erer een 


don, or near it; and that the petition had been drawn up and 
igned there. On the very important ſubject hickꝭ it reſpectedꝭ 


ight entertain, either with reſpect to a reform in the repre- 


xe ſubject, by thoſe who are ready and able to prove dhe facts 
which they have aſſerted in their petition: it would alſo = 
e effect to ſhorten very much what he would have to ſay 4h 


to render it unneceſſary for him to trouble the Houſe 1 4 
Bad to 


t length. He was aware of the difficulties he 


ungracious a taſk it behoved to be in that Houſe to ſhew:that 
hey are. not the real repreſentatives: of the people :—he was 
ware, 8 the queſtion had been formerly agitated; on different 
by great and able characters, who have deſerted: the 
uſe, ein deſpair of ſucceſs : and he was aware that he muſt 


petitiom came which h had juſt been read, as che place of reſidence 


was very apt to believe that, whatever opinions gentlemen 


n ers ets thy read | by th lee e 


whatever to ſtate, that all the ſubſcribers reſide either in Ha | 


— 


entation of the people, or as tothe time which might be wogen 465 
roper for. bringing. it about, it muſt We by all parties, 
a matter of much importance, to have laid before them ſuek 

n accurate, full, and preciſe detail of all the facts connected with 


counter in bringing forward this bufineſs, he was aware how 


neceſlarily go into what may perhaps be ſuppoſed trite. and worn- 


out arguments; From recent circumſtances which had, occurred, 


ce he laſt brought the ſubject before the Hobſe, 'hei had an 
tional claim to candour, from the extent in. which the Re- 


bene of the period when he made his original motion on 
1 , or to carry any idea along with him of what mjghs 


l .the Fr” occalion, — mT 'y a ſenſe of duty, to 


It was by no means his intention to 90 into any of the | 


lead, by: poſſibility, to perſonal reſentment. ' He came forwartls 
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96 PARLIAMENTARY Commons. 
make ſerous and important Motion, which; he was ready fairly 
to admit, involved - no leſt à confideration ' than a — 
change ef the vetnment. He fen, in the ſtrongeſt manner; 
N ſormidable an adverſary he had to cure in the 

ight Honourable Gentleman oppuſtte to Him (Mr. Pur) 
formidable from his talents formidable from 9 Influence of 
his ſltustion—but ſtill more formidable from having been once 
friendly to the cauſe of reform, and becoming its determined op- 
| 70 drawing off others from its ſtandard. With that Right 

onourable Gendletinin he never would condeſcend to — 
nos had he ever diſguiſed the objections he had to the w 

which he had come into power, and to the whole ſyſtem o 

RR fince—In the' courſe of the laſt difeaon on 2 
re r ee, e a: Right 'Hon., Gentleman ſeemell to hint 


wks objections" to reform; but: he well _— 
| ulty'to be encountered, would be the 
e This, indeed, is a never 
ing argument, ou in times of proſperity ut dirs etal 
2» of war and of peace. If our Late happen K 
it is then „whether we can be more than happy, 
© than free —In the ſeaſon of adverlity, on'the-pt 
br * reform, or innovation, is deprecated from the See 
k of broom ry, the evil und preffure of our ſituation. Be- 
the two, hat elſe can be the reſult 'than pure and abſo- 
| ity ? In truth, the great queſtion of reform has, at 
different times, been brought forward; but a proper time has 
| ee deen ſound for it. In 1733, à motion was made in 
by Mr. Bromley, for the "repeal. of the ſeptenniel 
| 995 and tat motion was —— in a den able ſpeech/by Sir 
ihm Wyndham. At that time the propoſiti * 
and ſucceſsful 7 reſiſted, upon the pretence of danger arifing from 
Papiſts, &c. In 1145, another attempt was made; and that was 
the only en on which the pretence of danger was not Hide 
vſe of, although the country was then in a ſtate cer and dig 
turboncr; but the ſucceſs of the attempt was juſt the ſame 0 4 | 
the former oe. Again, he fad, the buſmeſs came to be à | 
= the 8, then allo the motion was rejectecl. "The i 
Fo Ie le Gentleman (Mr. Put) had himſelf brought. 
Fm. the ſubje three different times, in 1782, in 178 , au 
in 1785, When he was Miniſter. Ihe ſame objection with 
to the time was then made, and combated by the, Right 
| Hotiourable Gentleman ſtrongly and powerfully in argument, 
but without effect, and he had no doubt it would contiuue to 
de made ſucceſsfully till the people reſolve for themſelves that 
there ſhall be a e time. But while we are for ever met by 
this argument | n any enlargement of popular rights; the 
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encroachments of provignive eee te 
 apprehetided from the - paſſing; of an alien bill, a traiterays ah 
efpondence bill, bee. It was no doubt tue that, in 


5 time: prey rf —— in De juſt 
aud it was then aſked, whether we would think of repair 

ouſe in 9 But he ven, n6.doubt, be 
hat the danger is oy ys greater than ever this 


| "nay dere; ox talked-of; at other-rimes; ute 
Held to — when compared wich the danger Gf 
hat are called gb principles: 2 ke pen: yo was ener 
a danger tot is country from n French 
les; or from the increaſed dominion cf France, thar-dangt 
t y is completely at an end.—It had been fail lat. 
— 2 dhe R Honourable Gentleman, chat this welas all 
iſt e om e . — War; A 
1 vou —— - innovation the growing 
— 4 cafe was — moſt wo-. 
fully: reverſed ; beſides involved in a moſt ruinous war, 
the whole: commercial dit, of. the nation is haken, and we 
have ſunk from -this — of our proſperity into the moſt ne 
ceſſitous and diſtreſſed ſituation; witneſs the del with reſpact to 
commercial credit, hich that Houſe had juſt paſſed; witnefs. 
the dally numerbus bankruptcies. In this 5 ſtate, with. 
reſpect to ereũit at-home and war abroad, nothing could tend iy - 
much in all probability to deliver the country from theſe dread- 
* evils, as to have a pure and uncorrupted Houſe of Commons. 
freely. and dach from: n the people. —Had a reform in, 
the x entation of the l 2 upon the ent of the 
war and concluſion of the peace in W ; this count had, in. 
all likelihood, - been ſaved the American war, if it had taken 
place laſt year, it would probably Have ſayed us from our preſent : 
F 
urged -a E 10N r m c 3. 
conſtitution; ber ſurely no man of reaſon or judgment will no.) 
hold out the Freneh revolution as an example” to be imitated... 
He and his. friends, he ſaid, had publiſhed, laſt: year, their opi- 
niojis-upon this ſubject, and credit would ſoine time or other be 
eee it. At that time this country ry Was at peace ; + 
hs hn difirated ; ;—had-the Houſe IG 6 ap 
and 
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moſh ptobably,- have been improved. At. preſent it is ſaid.that 
principles have been held ſupported: by 2 . Sts 
Fele abe conſtitution aud to ert ut hom can t ro! Wi 
. e Ne the ecrars-of the conſtin 

_ theſe; views he had, given notice 4 the — ron 
pre forward. | However; unwilling he was, to. put. OY cals. 

punches eight; of: authority, yet, at a time when it has be- 
.come:cuſtomary- ta charge, with bad views all thoſe, who: talk 
of any-ſpecies.of alteration, he thougit it TON to Kate, it, 11 the 
Lupport of very buen and: 'high--authoritiey. ,, 7 been, ſup- 
ported: by; th Chatham, by, the Jate Sir, George 
Sayile; & . And n 1 n ſupported by. the Right "He Hour 
Ala. Gentleman, 10 Pitt) himſeit ;; and by the uke of Rich- 
mond: &cc. an authority, ſtill, greater than theſe, viz, 
by a ſpeech of his Fs Miel tom, the. throng. On looking into 
the journals of the 24th.of May, 1384. e found a moti e 
that the King's ſpeech. ſhould, be read, wherein Majesty Jays, 
| chat he would be always deſizous t to Fay. wt, his 1 * 
in ſupporting and maintaining, in their — 850 b it 
2 of every branch of the N 1 
think it requiſite to fallow the petition an; the 

was: for no other cauſe than that they are ca WY; ally, 170 
and can be diſtinctly proved. What could be gre, pal BE 997 
ſurd in point of inequality, for inſtance, than that the coun; 
Cornwall ſhould. ſend to Parliament almoſt as many members 

the whole, of. Scotland; and that repreſentatives Thou 2185 
from. places where hardly a houſe remains? And. the bei : 
indiſputable, - he would now. come to e 7 
according. to the preſent ſyſtem, worth We able, wa hh ent 
.men were likely to be choſen as repreſentatives of the people, be 
would not aim at a change; but if quite he reverſe is the caſe, 
ans. if elections are in moſt cales procured. by. corru tone, 1 a 
peedy and effectual wn would become tfſentially negeſ ſary 
he ao thed the queſtion. to be decided on ſound and fair argu 
ment. He mentioned this chiefly, . becauſe general Rn 
tion isi commonly ſuppoſed to be founded on natural right ; 
but he reſted. his argument not on natural ht, but upon 
hat is in, itſelf the beſt and pureſt den eee, 

When che ſpoke a the conſtitution. of this country, he, did no 
:fpeak; of iz as of a e e had been. eltabliſhed at any ao 
time-Nomit, had ariſen. out. of 98 contingencies. and dit- 
_ ſrrent exigengieg at different periods; d its S and excel- 
. Hriginated from the very, cauſe. — accou nt of which ſome 
perſons have pretended 3 that Wwe haye 2. conſtitution at 
all, : K has been laid. down, as a Pons ple of our conſtitution, 
t taxes, in eder; to be bing, We be cookated to b 575 
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dos are to be bound by them—aid, at the revolution; the 
—_— of ſhort Parliaments Was alſerted ; and every departure 
te principles is, in ſome laater 4 departure from the 
f And practice of the conſtitution: yet, When they are dom- 
pated with 4 r Nate of the reprtſentation, how does the- 
1 5 ſtand? Are the elections free? or are Parliaments free - 
1 'reſpe& to ſhorteriing the duration of Parliament; it did 
not appear to Him that it would be advantageous, without'a'eotal 
erin 5 the” ene reſent” ſyſtein,” But if it be fait tkrat we arer 
no / in po that coniſtitution, derived ftom our anceſtors 
and ſettled At the fevolatiorn;” he'woujd aſk, whether there have: 
beeilt n alterations'firice the fevolition 2 Has not/the — of 
of Peers inereaſed 7 ls not the patronage of India now veſted! 
the Crown'?” Are all cheſe innovations to be made, in ordert 
increaſe” the inffuence of the — power; and is 1 
to be done in favour of the popular part of the conſtitution, to 
act a8 2 wrt ons But has there been no alterutiens, ſinte 
the revolution, even in the form and conſtitution of the Houſ 
of Commons itſelf. which have gone to the increaſe of influerice?: | 
he introduction of forty-five members from Scotland} and the + 
reſent ſtate of burgage tenures, have certainly done ſo in a very 
| vs. Another inſtance of alteration; firice' the revolu- 
from'the interſerence and/influeniee-of Peers, which 
wn Fre A e in a moſt "alarming degree by the creation of 
þ eers in the preſent reign; and that in direct defiance of the 
Nt reſolutions which are entered in the Journal at the onkmones: 
ent of every ſeſſion in the following words: v. n 
Reſolved, That no peer of this realm hath any” ri i 
ey give his vote in the eleQion of 87 member to frye ue" Parlia- 
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ik, WH Reed, „ That it l nien infringemen ent phi. Abe 
N. 2 ties and rivilepes of the Commons of Great Britain, for any 1 
JN ord of hn: or any Lord Lieutenant of any county; io | 
8" Wl concern themſelves in the elections of members to ene for the 


999 — 


Wa- Commons in Par . 1 
If the l ſtem be right, theſe reſolutions; md the prin 
den BF ciples u which they are founded, "muſt be wrong, züd it 
em. would Te better to 'expunge them from the journals, than 2 
not allow them to remain there while the practice is ſo tot 
one conſiſtent with them. It ma eitel be ſaid; however, ou 
A although the conſtitution may have been in ſore ſhape imp; 
cel- ſince the revolution, it {fill remains ſo ay to make 'a 0 
N dg In ſpeaking on this ſubject, the inflienge' appea 
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mat to him ſo exceſlive, and the occafion fo mar rc a It he 
tion. ate even ** a little beyond the Ariet bourids 
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be-uſualto, advance in that Wee be 
leelted. Vy Mere the evils of the neon ans of 
1 — finds, entirely owing to the corrupt 
— in r horrever, that the 
Houſe of Commons are really a juſt repreſentation of tha people, 
becauſe on great n fail to ſpeak the ſenſe 
idfithe people, as was the caſe in the America vam and im cg 
Nuſßan 1 had tine 1 Eb 

zeal. repreſentation! of people, y. * ve interfere 
ſdoner on theſe occaſions withqut the 3 of being 
8 ee n aqua 


bus: "TI Hate! R 115 145 72 
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1 . ee leach courts, 11061. 03. 23 STIL r 
M bere low-brow' d:bajeneſs wafts per fun te pride: 215 
l; (67 zi, N0g: men,-high-mined. me an hy! bebe 1 


eee, aro ell rates end it Voc f 6s 


In foreſt, brate, or deen 2K 5 th, 
PL» 14 Ae. e dale. and brambles . 78", 13 1454.3. 3%. * 
Men who their duties know, 10 rl 3: 


1 now their rights, and, bnowing, 4—— 
errors f 5 5 5 * | 

1 e ha rely a right 6 & 
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— nd deere Right 
able- Gentleman (Mr. Pits) himfelf had proceeded in — 
way;*—ho hall feared the grievance or evil ſappoſed to K: 


mer, and, 20 


to report u the Heuſe ;—and 


Committee à bill had been brought in, 


which he wiſhed 
ro 6 e fincerety: 


| Y the debate. . 47, th WA C52: ond ;! fi TY 


* be, nation 'was in 2 War. A' fer: of 
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min; Ard this Jed him ts conſider the end 5-09 the ene of 
epreſentation. The end of repreſentation was the elected che 
ne were che electofs.— Tlie queſtion relative to the elected 

was tHerefore to be determined antecedent to the queſtient re- 
Kung the electois. In determining the firſt; it' became ne⸗ 
y to enter into an enquiry relative t the Houſs of Com- 


mont. The Houſe of eee certainly Was, as it ought to 


be, a deliberative aſſembly. K remained then"to'confidet "what 
means were moſt likely t preſerve andtrengthen'the denberative 
The firſt means were cettainly'theſe—thar'ir ſhould 
-onipoſed of members attached to the landed —the' monied in- 
r to profeſhonal puffuits. From this mixed conſti- 
tmid theſe "conſequences reſulted that while in other eoun- 
tries there was not à ſufficient number of ſtateſmen, in this 
country there was more than ſufficient. Beſides; this union 
of men purſuing different paths totally baniſhed all *eſpivit 
au (OOPS: and enabled the Houſe to e e its delib tive 
im all ity purity. Having thus ſtated 'whar the elected 
muſt be, he proceeded to the electors. And here he could not 
. Untold remarking, that one ſpecies of the elected, viz. profeſſional 
men, cnuld never find their way into the Houſe, except through 
the medium of rotten boroughs; for in places that were populo 
none but men poſſeffed of landed or monied inteteſt could 
bly ſucceed. Mr. Grey bad mentioned the many com: 
mittees that bad fate of late on controverted: elections. This, ba 
Fit fm making againſt ſuch frequent committees, rather 
rated in their favout, for all their recent deciſions had tended to 
1 right of election, and conſequentiy do extend ir. ork 
He to conſtitutea Houſe of Commons for another” ecuntry, he 
declared that he would conftitute it in the ſame manner as 
the Houſe of England was formed — not perhaps that he ſhould 
not deviate'in particular inſtances, but ſtill the grand outline he 
mould purſue he would particularly, for the reaſons hie bad 
mentioned, have cloſe boroughs. It ſeemed to be the wiſtvof Mr. 
7770 chat in repreſentation there ſhould: be a Say" oo 
| „ 258 0 
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he. adminiſtration .of Mr. Pitt. A. difference of opinion ad 
ometimes; accrued, lage his Right, Honourable. ] ante 7 
be people; but this difference of. opinion only N 0 
iherative character ofthe. Houſe. After Ttatin eas 
tee conſtitution,. the deer 5 4 nt be 1 5 4 
. ſtating 95 as,nd/ practical grievance, had been flat | 
boul nn Wb de e eee r 
ld. not content bial6l{ with g wing. Dk 
te 55 15 wes AHN an occaſion. Tg brſt, fore he. 3 5 
eded to diſcuſs the; queſtion F the. H 1 er ule, he wi a 
ſwer a charge addyced againſt him of his havin made a 4 
t 1&ioh between 10 he bl who . 1 9 puſs by Ya 
hing to a the a ation of in dent. is E et 
1 cen 1 the lan 1 1 ah | 
ns neither. 0 nor, expe any offices. It x not, 
; ' faid,” his e 1 RS le e ground 15 heh 
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been 1⁰ often debat and on | which the inion_of. t 
ſe bad* been always the fame.” n the prefe ent, LEE. 
Grey had come forward as the organ and. delegate” OCIE 
4 ituted for the purpoſe of e 8 05 the EE 19 5 . 
tion an eee e Waiting the 01 eration, 0 Uhle | 
ind 2 d'of hol ding. no $2 Pee B with. 7 py e 1 
ors proce! 'of eiche, "however, the fg ' of EO] 
55 w 74 the performer from another e, and they 3 


pile 
ed. 
together at the Crown and Anchor Tavein Jorg than, once, 
= however, their meetings inflammator 7 TBuag E, were 
d —if there were afy who Blked 5 125 mg. all the 2 : 
fleſh and blood of the country, he was pi hut that lch e 
1 not from the crowds of the people, and was totall AL. 
oh by them. Mr. Gre rey had faid that the example of of France 
ought not to deter the Houſe from adopting a reform, 10. this 
argument he did not feel diſpoſed to ES after the ſentunents 
a 0 oF: M. Condoreet, which ſentiments he begged leave to 
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by we It ee Es 
23 — qu ne 
mn repugnant to veaſon, to com- 
FX It was a queſtion in the di — of of Which ob- 
ion of the maſt oppolite nature aroſe every nioment, anl 


one had been anſwered, otbex: immodion r So up, 
| ke ers Hoop. out of e 
- tian as he had : 1d to of his/! onouradle Friend, he 
bad not been able be hr he in 


Bon of zxpediency-or of zicht. Indsel Nie. G 
him, if he co dered him only as à ſpeck er des. 
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| a he pp na who. ot rk; the Lo pk N helz 
ſappored it on the re gu x men, and en this tall 
e ee er men, .  delibe! the 

_ affembly;. and he could not but 5 45 that mes Ever; wal 
ſuppoſed to attach to the bufineſs of common 1 — 1 3 * 


theſe metaphyfical arg ems as rules of con , world ip, his. 
own n by. tl we of, ig, « 
raiſing a wall, like como 7 4 At 4 In each * 
% Sas og is, en the.paramauat.na- meat 
ra of the jen of will bw rem | 2 
With regard to the firſt, that run ſo trippingly from ihe tongue, MM 116 
heſho be glad to hear a definition of it ; it no—th e who. Fr 
were lo, ſond of it never would vouchſafe to give one * or. if they. ch 93 
did, it es, an FEE 1 * anſwering MO DAY iden,” or mon 0 1 
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this ;. that as t ;of a al vernr 8 
rack e | 295 all-human happineſs, 6; in rproducing'it, | 
government w 5 tr # K u rele fn any particular 

vages Were” to be kae on the happineſs of 


the gn conferri at happineſs on 
the fanaller, | 1 th verb wk 
ft mays Rar, 1 0 ; 7 2 5 
believed; however, that it le 0; . 1 i ii 411 
poſlible in uali partic Wt 0 P v. II 
ſeemed. Us a long as e & tinged” 10 tall able c 
Kd, they muſt Lonſider them e e eee 
WS « ©..came; next to to the ſecond of thoſe | frficlous prit ncip 2 
Yi eg al bccte and ſtates the Will of the eri de c 
to; govern... oppoſition to this Be felt no cdl in affir | 
in e not e e of f govern evfithent, nor con. 
onant 8e he ſpirit and the practice of ours in tie lr that the 
ae Ae ſhould decide for tlie hs E. tigenious 
* hom he admired more as à philologiſt than: a bs: oy 
ol | ke Had faid with ſome pliStaher , thar many of 
U lite : for want of a'fight underſtanding of par- 
Sago , he imagined, many of the errors of theſe new 
Ii rig 73 in a e of 2 


inſert the article ar, thei ir propoſition wou 
| ligible bu t 115 | and 15 on the ſtypi 
t o, not. 2 5 ut very ingenio 
their wi Ng ſpe | 
right. of the ma 1 25 to goyern the: whole, and ere in prope af 


he zwghe b be; e Would 8 for it; if he would 
take the Nine ak would. not ay ſo, though even that 
propel waul 0 72 Fae d than the other, in the 

He would reſt che decifion on 


5 5 oo My Op 
c $f e — 55 4 f e 
i: 0 ole more. or lels clearly in proportion to their greater 
; 0 of informa lg it Followed: that the majority was 
no pr 1 5 likely to 1 7 the right. If twenty perſons of Ini 
2 capacity were to 3 on a queſtion. by. 4 mere ma 
was it a Certain rule that the majority would be ri t? by no 
ans. If to theſe zwenty as many more are added, wou 90 
greater? 547 0 2 be leßs, for as the number Was 
ed "the . f dehiherative ju ment, the moſt © 
5 a, ; would be pag IE there ore the plan of 
theſe cle reformers, who faid that nothing but a mere majority ought / | ö 
0 govern, were e e the 48 Myſt 1 be undone. Ap- 
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for the fake of argumen ent, to take "the k 
then th too weft Wert to meet one mutti, it Would 
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ng e Hu the one. man to [4 1 5 mat om ot in — 01 


Gy majority 19 immediacy $0 vo Was. — Much had 
Perm. ſaid o the cory of the ds Foe Bi the ee 
parte: ted much It 7 55 ometping that might ea e 
t was an Etrurian ya 1 hich” if me were te ank w 0 


the; 8 Ty containing and 'othets for 

nt as bo hm bit 5 100 % a a Todicrons rl fee 
thi reſtoring the conſtititloh tc J Iry, 
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| a 1 crs. had 1 4 tht the 17 — 5 


th WP LON. it We ere 
Hes. was the nece 155 "and ra "And üs hefe pe- 
titioners knew, for 1217 were e Serllent enginieths.” They lender 
» that. cd? was 2 19888 al ON, eimigated by a rock on Wich was 
placed a fortificatio1 duld not Attack the Eights 'of 
inoparchy firſt, wa \ all 10 ND, of pivileges—they would 
make their advatices r G and take tout on the ide of 
fepreſentation hen 't ad made 12 eir . 
y knew that ſuccels Py attend their endeayduts. bee 
been ſaid that the prople Had a right to emand-Ltliat fe 
ſion of the duration of 2 4 e tree years v0 fevefi bs 
an inyeſion of their xi his.—For his own part he did not Rho 
whether it would pb an invafion bf their 8 5 to make the 
duration of Parliaments again tiennial, for upon this mode of 
Aa . thing but Pare demdcra e an itivaſion of 
their rights. Few rettet had deen lined of by oy 
Grey, and thoſe few operate ved aphinlX Nic, 7 caſe e 


he Aire ih opmion with 22 It had betm a 7 5 

all former Parliaments thät Fe y had been tod fu 

the Miniſter of the day. As n, however, a8 they went 
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hungry men, w ve io r greater thin | 
l ore, ae the do 1 DTY 
id he.notknow. that dome things will take fire as well by 
cold, as by hot: water e x wing cold watez 
on 3 75 en ery hee bis gory 
mee LO Ft e ſpot, | 
ad that the meaſure REY 4. . P 3 
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corrigit detet tam 944 virtutihus mirta. What ſome 
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5, them, I his ſpecies of argument had 
perican war, and 111 5 ried dow 
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tion which it had excited and Kar to the dne. -defying the'power 
of art to remove it, 3 in the firſt” "Ih an eren 
e pick it opt with a needle e 
„ERSKINE ſaid, that had: 5 not dere open ning of 
this'debate, he ſhould have thought, From'the manner in 
the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke. laſt Wed Fed dhe ſub- 
jet,” that his Hlonburable Friend who 7 * this motion had 
A forward ſomethin A was big with rum to Wel com- 
Alt filled him 1 with Ne 5 e faw, that upon 
the: A radians of the Right Hopoutable Gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer) it appeared as if this: motion was 
fach as he did not approve;\he felt this the more when he con- 
fidered what that Right Honourable Gentleman muſt hate to 
anſwer for in givin Ris negative to the motion now "before the 
Houſe; a motion which fell infinitely'ſhort/ of the prof 
frequently: maintained upon that fubhect in that Houſe. He mu 
however, giye him leave to call to his reccllection, that e 
republican form of Government which nom exiſted in Amer 
for the imitation and from the {ſpirit of which had ariſen : 145 
cnfuſion. which was now to be ſeen im France, had all arten 
from, and taken place out of, che very corruption of the Houle! 'of 
Commons of Great Britain. Hie muſt alſd obſerve, that, from 
the manner in which the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laft; 
With that elegance of lariguage, in „fdr which he was fo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed; he had forgotten; or loſt ſight of, the 
nature of the motion now before tlie Houſe. That onourable 
Gentleman bad ſaid much, and inyeighed bitterly- Agairiſt, the 
general principle” of an univerſal right pf repreſentation” of the 
ptople. Did the petition, 2 which the motion was founded, 
go to that e e ſpeech, of his Honourable Friend 
go to eſtabliſh, or te fupport, that principle? = Nothing like ir. 
n the contrary, the petition. ſtated facts, and by it thoſe who” 
ſubſcribed to it profeſſed to verify them to the ſatis faction of the 
HFHouſe; andthe ſpeech of his Honourable F Tiend: conveyed 4 diſ- 
avowal of that wild ſyſtem of univerſal repteſentation of the 
> fo. much deprecated by the Honourable Gentleman who | 
244 laſt.—The petition told that Houſe what he would repeat 
in it, and to which he called the attention of its members bat 
they were not fully the repreſentatives df the people that a ma- 
| jority of the Houſe of Commons were choſen by eleven thouſand: 
| ny. eee voters, or thereabouts, not abꝭve one hundred 
ſeyentiet 1 of the people to be repteſchted: It ſtated alſo; 
what every knew to be true, and hat no perſon thovp 4 5 
fit to deny, that the corruption and influence were ſo great, 
many members of that Houſe were ſent there by the mandates of 


| P individuals: me" N theſe N acted as if _— ) 
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upon poles 'to him OW. Av car: one. E 
Vas, whether i. "by this petition, facts were ftated which 2 de- 
itioners were willing” ws prove, the Houſe Would think them. of 
ficient importance to fend them to the examitiation of a"Conj- 
mittee,” to ſee: whether the petition” contained rath' 'or falſe os 
the petitiom ſtated nothing but facts, then in his Gpinien the | 
Houſe” would ſhew its jadgment ard its'wiſdom too in gränting 
the objeCt of this motion; not did me paſe reſt here, for pole 
1 dependent of any other conſilleration, required that this Mose 
ould be agreed to, even if the Houſe /ſhoulg think that the Tay 
ged in it could not be ſübſtantiated to their fatisfaCtion, ber 
cauſe an enquiry war the only thing that” would fet the. matter 
fin l at reſt, and ſatisfy the people of this chuntty, As to What 
had been ſo > ede advanced” upon natütal Tight,” he . 
re oa chat the heſt defifiition'of that right'was that which 
ibuted the moſt"to the protection 'bf general Tiberty 1 15 
er that might be, and he Was the only valuable A. 'of 
zhts'of mankind. But then came the eden, ether the 
Houſe of Commons, as conſtituted at this hour, was' ſuch 3 0 
afferd that E ion to the people, and upon that he was really 
to declare, he thought it was not ſo.— The Houſe of Commons 
at this day vas bor hat it was at former periods; © He maintain-" 
ed that all all the ca lamities of which we had ſeen and heard is 
much, were chargeable: upon the cofruptiön of that"Houſe, and" 
the unequal repreſentation of which the' pe tion = Eine d. 
Here there was ſome interruption and ſuu ter: ] 57594 1 
proceeded, and faid; he never wiſhed to advance * g thax* 
Houſe; We being able to aſſign a reaſon for it; he ſhould: 
do ſo in this cafe, and thoſe who differed, r who might affect to: 
differ, from him'in opinion, would do better to anſcwer hm 
1 An ee than endeavour to drown His 'voite irt clamour; 9 
uſt take leave to remind the Houle, that if he was wron wing it 
bs Opinion of the majority, ſtill it was poffible he might be 
upon the ſenſe of the thing itſelf ;' for the Evert Getitle⸗ 
man had eat pains to 5 tonnes them, that a e Wane: 
nof 4 Iways: in the right. But agaln, to return to the ſubjeR' = 
our epreſentation and upon this ſubject he mult ſay, we ney 
had any ideas of \univerfal repreſentation-Louts was” otig 
| t Vegan” with the cohqueſt, 'and” Pre 


only! lately” Ae 'Houfe of C 
their geiitine character, into What they were at this time. 
fore the Commons came to be What t they were now, there was' 
oft: not the fame defect in the Conſtirutian as at preſent; 15 pre: 
ad en ation was voting At the time to which he buy ide 


> * >: a. Se. 5 SEG 85 8 + * w_ Foo 


n 
the: Crown bad uo influence: ſuch au it bad at preſenz in th 
Nouſe, becauſe the Crown had no means of ſeducing the Mem- 
bers of it from the due 9 of their aye ob 3 reſo 
ey, met for the purpoſe of eee 
9 e e e e my To 
the eaſe even in Eg 
Second, becauſe. the people not 15 to Ca 
now, the. Commons, without in E from- the Crown, 
e eee organ of e public yoice, and therefore they held 
e principles of: a ar 2 of that day. But — — the 
parks of the peo (50 2h the enlarge at the Revolution, it became 
0 duet the Crown ta f 2 its al d and ac- 
ingly corruption crept in, ſtep until at laſt it was 
e $ REV 2 many occaſions. from the 
Hnguage of the peop! had fad they 
ver were intende W 5. he mere nan the x vga 
t they were often. 46 = a differen rom. that of 
the Fee. e nourable ue Was . 
rae in ſayiog they did and ar the truth of that 
; but 5 OY it was applicable only to the time in which we 
ed. Bat then he main 1 e . mg intention of our 
ance om was, that the f ouſe of Commons ſhauld be the organ 
of the pablic voice, not Qaviſhly ſo, but that they ſhonld be ſo 
| ing; and that 9 Crœyn, nor any indi- 
Danis, ſhould have any influence oyet their determinations, or 
interfere with their, returns to that Houſe... This was now p 
potoriobſly otherwiſe, that the fact was nat. denied or diſputed, 
That'the Commons. ought ſtill to be uninfluenced by either the 
Frows's or any other 5 was a clear point, and that their de- 
terminations opght generally to be agrecable to the general will 
of the 3nd tht gn e depended their utility 
to the pub ic, and ultimately muſt depend their exiſtence, were 
nts alſo extremely clear. Theſe. things indeed-were eloquent- 
enforced b eg admirable writer, who in of his works had 
maintained, that whatever alteration ſhould: be made in the af- 
fairs of government, ought to 89 5 from that Houſe. {Here 
Mr. Erſkine quoted, ſeveral from te Thaughts on the 
preſent Diſcontents, and other To” mY Mr. Burke. ]... What he 
maintained, he faid, was this, that in.canſgquence of the influence 
of the Crown, 15 5 of the vaſt increaſe of the revenne, and 
the patronage which attended e ol it, and cauſes of 
't a — 75 1 5 5 corruption followed in . Houſe, which 
had bee prejudicial to the in ople at large; 
for e Bee of that *. a 1 5 them generals 
ent voted without regard to the proſperity-or 7 iy. 
W ne gien for ic me UNE, 30: ene of ot 


direc 9 


diroQions, of the people, nearly in obedience to the will of the 
crown. "This wi eb ie opinion me one meg refer to 


the general corruption/of that Houſe. This tlungreat oat 
had — in the conduct of that Houſe with reſpect to 
America, particularly in the ſtamp act, and the obſtinacy with 


rope inſtance for His arguments, becauſe that war was with the 

nt of the people of this country. He would tell, that if ĩt 
was, that was not the fault of the people uf this countty, but that 
welt from the corepprion of that Howes for that the good 
ople of this country were naturally led-10 follow-the-example 
{et to them by government. That "Houſe gave them the tone, 
nd deluded the into that fatal error; Tor whey hradialways 


5 fore fe hey naturally followed the example ſet to chem dy wel 
hom they thought” fheir honeſt repreſtaratives; und hay 
ted! upon the public by this urtifice, they then turned rou 


in anſwer to thoſe” who endeavoured ito: expoſe their imeaſutes, 


h Bn it was the will and choice of the people of this-coun- 

a corrupt body of men would follow as longs Ste 
| und! it convenient to follow it; and, it muſt be confeſſed, t 
3 times the public would de able to ſee the deluſion, and heit 
per would have un effect upon the conduct of a miniſtir, 
ho in tenderneſs for his on ſtation, might rhaps diſcontinue 
a deſtructwe meuaſure. But had this any upon che majori wp þ 
; the Houſe? Certaitily not the moſt diftant=—of we truth G f 


tanee. Did = ſenſe of cke pebple againſt that fooliſh 
n the majority in its ſavodr in chat Houſe? Not a fingl 
nor watery The ouſe have changed its opinion wee 
miniſter had not given his permiſſion to the majority to change 
their minds. The Cathoſies of Ireland al ſhould: be noticed 
upon this argument. Was it the majority of Parliament, of its 
5 = accord, that did thoſe mueh injured perſons ſomething like 
e Not at all; nothing was done for them in Parkament 
oh tl leave was given from the Crown to progeed upon chat ſub 

G. Theſe conſiderations juſtified him in maintaining that the 
Houſes of Commons in this, and im a ſiſter KN were under 
the influence of the Crown, and that nothing for the good ofithe: 


public would be done by them, but from the ſuggeſtion of hs 
Nr rn and 1 ras ee e 


Nr 6 779% JOUR 14 %% ft 


the authotity of the Honontable 
Gentleman himſelf (the late L,otd „ who had infiſted 


tuught to believe, hat the determination of that Houſe was 
f upon a due regard to che public gd, and ther- 


had many teeent — The Ruſhan- e 


* 


which that fatul meſure was perſiſtod in, and the effect it pro- = 
But it had been ſaid that the American war was: not a | 
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Fears, as they ought lber under the. Sntroul of aka and 
hat theyavere, inſtirutid for hyathe - Qonſtitution of ngland. 
rar But it was objected Marthe preſent motion 'coritained woſpecit 
plan of reform. This die could not Help confining $0.48 
vantage and reaſon h, the: pro iry ſhon +a 
into The petitions which they. — upon to examine 
A Pens grievances. and ſtated facts, àrhich they deſired only to 


ieved as they could be proved, and reſpectfully d the 


5 ow _— But then * = 
u t this to do more. om 
2 — 6 word they which he 
had uſed ſo frequently? He did not mean to include in it his 
:Honaurable Friend who made the motion, to whoſe. motives he 
had done juſtice; and no man would pretend to confound the 
Joyal . this country, honeſtly, zealouſſy attached to their 
Conſtitution; while they wiſhed to remove ite defects, and pre- 


. _— and extent of the tem 


vent its further decay, 0 thoſe who were diſturb 227 the world 


with their miſchievous perverſion of principles ſtill more 
nmüſchie vous practice. Would the Hoſe: 9/8 the juſt and 
meaſonable demands of the people on pretente that, if N 
granted, they would then demand what was unjuſt and unreaſon- 
able? Juſt ſo a former Houſv of Commons acted towards 
America!) Grain the Americans, it was: then ſaid, the repeal of 
-obnoxious: Acts of Parliament; and: they vill be encouraged 
by the cvnceſſion to malo further demands. The Houſe refuſed 
to conteile at all, and America was loſt. If they had then made 
reaſonable oonceſſions, the Amtricans would have been ſatisfied: 
they would have eſtabliſhed no Republic; they would not have 
infuled- into the French prineiples of which the French were 
not qualified to make a right uſe; and all the evils which we de- 
plored in the French Revolution would have been prevented. At 
one time it was ſaid the people did not go along with the advo- 
cates of a reform in Parliament; and at another, that they not 
only weüit along, but were ready to run over them the moment 
they offered. to ſtop, and go to every deſtructive extremity chat 
imagination could paint. Both. theſe 'objeQtions could not be 
tue. The Houſe perſiſted in the American war two years 
after tho people had ſeen the ſolly of it, and withed it at an end. 
He had ithe authority of the: Kart of Chatham 45r ſaying that it 
wasithe vorruptibn vf that Houle, purſuing a ruinous War in ſpite 
of the ple, Which loſt Ameriea. He Had tlie nhuthority of the 
Chancellor of che Exch er himſelf, who; in in his firſt motion 
for reſorm; argued from this as the greateſt practital abuſe. If 
the cbnduct the Houſe had then been ſuch as chat of a fair re- 
preſentative of the. people ought to have been, What would hav 


gow!'been the condition of the world? We planted America in 
nt C 


n r= dt.otns 


mY 
eee r 7 


Ante kindack, the as et | 
with Great Britain, or, if ſeparated 
means, and wich ſuch a love for | | 


ench 


aiding America to aſſert, that 
1 the eyes of the world as to 5 
underſtar d; and g theſe means, and this Was that ; 


opublicaniſm {et 


wo 


—— Ace — nd the 
ad mbere did. they look for the romedy? in 
uſe. We were not now in the flate af 
ſotn ing Jociety anew; we were not like he French ſetting 
about à total change o wernment,, legiſlarion, and juriſpru- 
e—we were only endeavouring to preſetee, by reſtoring to 
its genuine principles, our. conſtitution. of Ki ing; Lende, and 
Commons; and: had no ſuch. difficulties as. thn to fear. But 
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make * the. general This" ume for 
doing this was ' moſt ft 3 for e bu — Friend laft 
year gave notice o his motion, the anarchy. that had prevailed 


in France had made all ranks of men ſo r that far from 


puſhing things to deſperbre extremities,” or going beyond what 


their repreſentatiyes point out to them, they wonld follow 


with. careful and even timid ſteps: If the Houſe refuſed to 


- make the experiment, and ſuch a ſpirit of diſaffection as ſome 
- gentlemen loved to dwell upon were abroad, the conſequence 


might indeed; be dangerous. It was by ring the actual 


abuſes of our 6wn with the - ſpeculative perfections of other 


forms of government that Leer and diſaffrction were moſt 


5 Tie to be nouriſhed. the cauſe and the effect 
: 5 


d ceaſe. But, it was Te uſe of Commons, as now 


| Seel attended to the intereſts. of the people, S0 would 


the King. ſo would the Peers, if there were no Houſe of Com- 


mons, well knowing that the power of government was founded 


on opinion, and that when the intereſts of the people were too 


X obviouſly neglected, government could not long ſtand. It was 

ſecurity for a ſteady and unyarying attention to the intereſts of 
the people that was the object aimed at; and this could only be 
obtained by making the Houſe of Commons what it t to be, 


jours. 8 gentlemen roſe to ſpeak, end ſeveral 3 out Bj 


The. CHANCELLOR of the. EXCHEQUER ud, be 


N queſtion to bo as ſpeedily decided as poſſible, but az, 


unavoidable ante nor debate had 5 at a vety 


late hour, and many gentlemen were deſirous of deliv their 
— upon it, he ſhould have no! ee to ah rn the 
4 de. * 
c 2 queſtion of fajouramen vas put, 5 he Houſs divide, 
3 e ts 5 
} Wag _ pi eb 
eee ww o'clock.” | 125 20 
; er. . eee 


1 Woatdern moved, that a 0 ip a 0 
confider.of a mode to make the-entry to both 2 of Parlia- 


EA ommodiqus, by removing part ge buildings bak 


8 1 the Couit of Exchequer. 
e BURKE w of gpinion that b n 60 ue Hook 
2 n but faid that the fa the Houſe of Lords 


was very tottering, and that that Houſe alſo Was- leſs commo- 
om ſign ceo. de den . ah ſame tim he was gb 


& : © 
. 
w4.+ 
f * 


Mr. STANLEY meved'toaJjourn „ 


were, URN s 

che preſent is a moment when _ cane 
te immedutly incurred.” e 5s 
Vir, Summers woes was then bur and dare. * 
©" ADJOURNED DEBATE. oN eee Akrohtt. 5 
- The order of the day bein read for reſuming BN ata 


 debate-of yeſterday yeſterday, on the ſa ec of a reform in the repreſerits- | 
. STINL le in Parliament, e 


Nr. STANLEY roſe and tated; that his object in mbyir 8 
for the adjournment of this debate had been in order 10 gi 
opportunity to many gentlemen to ſpeak on the fubje&, 950 3 
ie knew. were defirous of — their denn upon it.— 

buſineſs was not ſuch as the Houſe could, with propriety 


bot. over — and, in whatever way" it was determined. it ough 
> be done with temper and moderution He wiſhed to tre: 
he propoſal of a reform with temper; and hope 
—— diſcuſſed⸗ e time would 


ped” that it would 
8 when 'the 


Y — bil [rt EI 1 ut t * | * N 8 ”; 6 
Mr. BUXTON faid, ke could e 3 
ſilent. vote. He had uniformly 

ſavourable tu a feform of the e eee m4 

: till is oY Hs pI . 3 any id A 
ena repre on. Cont M per- 

haps the beſt ; rule of kate ff N e * 

form - before the Hrench . revolution took place; hüt; Cofficer ? 
g the falſe principles which had been lately propagated, heeguld 
zot think -this the proper time for bringing forward the diſcuſ- 

jon ; becauſe, if any innovation ſhould be now attempted,” it. 

6 ould be impoſſible to tell hete it might end. He would (os 

* port the cauſe of reform; E be done 

f ich ſafety to the county»; He again repea 18 12275 | 
vt giye à ſilent vote on the :6ccaſion, NG 4 

friend to reſorm; and would be ready to contur'in 15 — 
might tend to bing about a „eee 3 a time wWh en 
he danger ufrepublican pri nei ples not gone much abroad. 
\t preſent, for the reaſons he had ſtared} Ihe co not cu,ehf in 

motion of the Honourable — (N ten) for 5 

ring this petition td a committee... te 56 

Mr DUNCOMBE faid} de de novfect hie dg cel 


3 e "ITY nerrnift 


T 
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e preſent, moment. As to the wars His wiſhes 
Ae that ſubject, were, that it would not be a my 
o jection; 7 9 bad he been, pre ſent at the time of the 
colony reſpecding the war in that Hovſe, he would have given 
his vote for gok "into it: bot, he confeſſed at the fame time; he 
was. one. af, thoſe. den an giga loaked, to the return of that 
2 4 Naher, which bis Fogh hy Honourable: Friend below bim 
N bad tprned ſ - ue e of this.country. 
. reipeRt. in Hog N rigciples, be confeſſed be did not 
& lo 145 50 as ſeamed; tao be appre- 
nided by athers 2 ery libewy, could: ſuffer 9 injury, in bis 
. 7 2 = ! of — 2 ine. —He pai . 
liment to feyeraaiſociatians.in this eommtry; ve Made they 
1 5 | excellence. of- our: conſtitution, .notiged at 
„ argued, that: in containeil! _ 
15 5 e He had 


had; tha..comntry reliigqui 
5 IDES 
— re+ 


ear amy rey hot 
RES 5 5 


1 
. . N * 4 - 9 1 Ss 11 Fa ? 
Was 3 v2 7 , 222 N 
. F.- oy n 
4 N 
” * * S . + 


* — dig ees 


m Gon! duty, he. would ;certainly- 
B wan 0 man (Mr. Grey) in 
hn ruſerring che petition to a committee. 
EET ed friend to a reform, pry 
Dying r of reform he wiſhed, and 
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fed thar any —— — 


9 


* 


3 went 6 principles of repteſentation Fro 
3 property. e proceetled to make A va ob- 
om in oppoſition to theſe principles of win Sa he 

, Thar | we had e too commercial for our virtues, 


approving of age of Peers, ad he 

a by the purchaſe "of b © iebfuris, 3 ding 15 el 
e 
rene 
WILLIAM MUNER begin © ich detl; ing, that be 
| | ice of Ginger” git 


Te, he would hoe wg 


waere He faid 


— 


i in thx cauſe abs up by 
Member for We coun pl 


all, be Un 


== 1 "hat i 
petitions on 
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dee be muſt ile 4 


Ra W.. 
2 mch 958 WF) i. 

2 be Ben Ty 
war N of: ww 
moſt,” however; beg 
that if the motion Poor a 
to a committee, it could” not 
becauſe no plan of reform old be b. 
preſene ſeſfion 7 T de Lo Brown 
enquiry to lead to it; ar PE 
by an urable Wienet 13 Fain Tou 
grown. too commeteial: for dur büttües; ; wel” = 


> b 1793. Job NAL TT 115 | 


Sir wn. LIAN YOUNG aid, that the Werte Gen- 
hacks Fry made the moto had ſtated no ſpecific plan of re- 
„ tough he 'thobght he could ſee in the" whale of the 


intereſi N the Gre 72 and 
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as the country becomes commercial, it muſt become vicious, This 
truly was à moſt, wonderful docttine, to be liftencd-. to by, cho 
repreſentatives of a great commercial, nation nation fort. 
ing only by its commerce it Was indeed but too trug, U, 
from the preſent calamitous ſituation of the country, cheſe c 
mercial advantages were likely ſoon to leave us. Mr. Franc, 
ſaid, he had voted: againſt the djournment, of this debate; ſor 
ſeveral reaſons ; but. chiefly for this, that he wiſhed to have an 
eden of anſwering . his Right Honourable, Friend (Mr, 
indham) while , ſome, thin ich he had ſaid were freſh-in 
his memory : for his part, 1 no _pretenhons either to elo- 
quence or imagination, but he thought he had ome little, judg- 


ment; he would not 7 125 end to follow his Right, Ho- 
r 


nourable Friend through all 1 an «gf his 
eloquence and imagination. ndee have reqpired 
the eye of an eagle to ſee, n 205 1 wing of 17 e 
follow him. The ſpeech of his. Ry t Honourable F rie b 
19 exhauſted, the, whole of. pt lth and and he 4 arts 25 2 
verſed over metap lacs, chemiſtry, logic, . 
« having - e Ach 75 
my 18 e us as philoſophers and metaphyſicians, intro- 
ng. docttines and fi tht 5 ruinous to this country. But his 
ht 1 Friend himſelf had ſeg med e indecently to 
Right Hor the oſs of the country. 80 talking on 12 2 0 
rag} alarmin ſkate, pl Ae cr el could have any 
weiglit with 2 Right, Honourable Friend, LY would wiſh, him 
to avoid, his perpetual 1 to the tranſactions of the French,. 
2 ſubjedt now, ſo le 2 and gut of date; and to find out. ſome other 
top ics than always the y dull thing: angther;reaſon,, why he 
515 Id wiſh his k icht Hong erbte Friend to avoid ſuch frequent 
5 ons to this 10 Ne is, hat he. uniformly, throws the whole 
t into one. and, while, talking. IT the COS of 
ms oy, he forgets Hou to take any view of the dreadful. 
of 1 6 7 ut, ſince the French pevolutiqn is ſor 
Ger introduced, he would beg leave to $5 ep y.one thing; more 
on the Fabjeet of it, as applicable the matter unmediately 
yore. the confid b tip of the. Howl a = it 1 this, A, it 
in a very high ee, probable, . that, principles 
nf m been Rr to Wg in France At the acceſſion of Wy 
Rte king; had the great men, at that time, in France. been 
wiſe as to have ſeen the impending danger, and ſo prudent as to 
have adviſed mode te. conceſſions, the whole of what has fance 
happened in that country. might have been avcided, by one 


tiwentieth part of the conceſſiong which were : forced to to. be. made in 
FP er 1789 hs: e of Nes n have þ 


exiſting, 


eſe. topics, he turned. round 


—_ 


9 


nourable Friend, in'making ſuch freq 9285 Aluſtons to the cruel- 
ties and enormities whic hare of lake taken place in France, is 
-unworthy of his courage 28. well as of his taſte; for he could” - 
ſure him that he, and thoſe friends with” hom he acts, deteſt 
theſe no leſs than hitnſelf, He would nom beg leave to aſk Bis 


_ 5s it ſtands ? If he ſhould anſwer that he does, he wult of 


iſions of committees, &c. he ought to move for a t | of all 
he exiſting laws againſt bribery and corruption, and allow ſeats 
n Parliament to be publicly ſold, Nr A revenue would at 
leaſt be benefited, and the miſchief wou by no means be in- 
eaſed: But, ſhould he anſwer that he does not approve the 
epreſentation as it ſtands; muſt he not then admit the neceſſity 
nan ying an effectual remedy ? It is well known that corrup-. 
as meer ge much both in extent and in experience ſince 
and in a letter ſrom the late Lord heſterfield to 
is of, 41 10 December, 1767, his 'Lordfhip ſays, 

Since that 1 have heard no more of it, which made me look 
out for ſome venal Borough; and I ſpoke to a Borough Jobber, 
and offered five and twenty i hundred pounds for a ſecure ſeat in 
Parliament; but he laughed 0 0 eher, and ſaid that there 
was no ſuch thing as 4 158500 o be had now; ſor the rich 
Eaſt and Weſt Indians had men them all, at the rate of 
three thouſand pounds at leaſt — but many at "four thouſand; 

and two or three that he knew, at five thouſand.”. 5 


„ 


perfectly diſintereſted, and from the' ſole motive of being enabled 
to attend in parliament to the intereſts of the country, 3 
any proſpect of private emolument or advanta Bees is it poſſible 
t 4 this could be believed by any one? With regard to the 
xetſons by whom the preſent Lad on has been ſigned, it is ſaid 
that they have no defined reſidence or 11 and that they are 
ſew in point of number. As to the firſt o theſe oblcrrations, 
he would ſay, from his own knowledge, that there is not one, of 
theſe * whoſe ſituation and character would. not Auen 
him to rank and aſſociate with any member of that Houſe; and 
he would have reckoned it an honour to have joined! bimſelf with 
them in the ſubſcription, had it been conſiſtent for him to have 
done fo as'a Member of that Houſe. As to the ſmallneſs of the 
mber, he knew alſo, that N or 800 ſubſcriptions. might 
we been procured with eg eaſe; but then it would no doubt. 


bave been n that, from the length of the FO? moſt Ard 


ir he TA J, hy 
ſting; and the Antertbe nnd monarch mi (habe geen ch BY - 
race, Or = mult alſo add, that the ng of his Right 115 


fe 


Should it be pretended that ſuch ſums may be paid with : views | 


t Honourable Friend, whether he approves of the 257 n- 
urſe fly in the face of all the regulations of the Houſe, the de- 


* 
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able 


had, in propoſing it, adinitted fairly and candidly, that, if the pe- 
tition ſhould be reſerred to a Committee, and that they ſhould 
report the propriety of adopting the meaſure which he has in 


view, it would go to a matter of no leſs importance than 2 total 
change. of the government. By this, the Honourable Gentle 
man cannot poffibly mean a change of the adminiſtration, but a 
total change upon the ſpirit and genius of Parliament. He be- 
lieved he 9 to ſay, that no motion, involving a pro- 
E of ſuch. great, and important magnitude, had been 
rought beſore the Houſe during this century. In ſuch a cafe 
nud well become Gentlemen, before they ventured to de- 
ſtroy what had ſtood: the teſt of ages, to conſider well what 
they were about to build in its. ſtead. In diſcuſſing this moſt 
important ſubject, his Lordſhip ſaid, he would beg Jeave to 
ſtate three queſtions for the. confideration of the Houſe. —1ft. 
What is the nature and extent, and value of thoſe practical 
benefits which we now enjoy; and how far they may be ſup- 
fed 9 originate in, or to be connected with, the exiſting 
ig, the government - 2dly, What is the nature and ex- 
tent of the pfoctical evi] alleged : Whether it can be ſhewn to 
iſe ou of the-exiſting frame, of Government? And whether 

xe evil. is, at any rate, ſufficient to. warrant a change in that 
ame. of Government ?— And. 3dly, Whether, were a change 
10 be made in the Governipent, there is any probable chance, 
e e circumſtances, that our ſituation would be 
thereby bettcred? — Or what we could expect from ſuch 2 
change: Under the firſt of cheſe general heads, his Lordſhip 
proceeded to ſtate that liberty of perſon and ſecurity af property 
Enjoyed by every individual in this country, and that to an en- 
tent. ſo much greater than in any other country, as to markt and 
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diſtinguiſh; 8 all-othiets':- from! hence as derived the pf 
| Uo Bip nefs'of individuals, arid? is led to. the Tecurity of pub- 
geber. From theſe ſotirces alt the ſplegdbur and wealth c 
dhe ß were derived; In theſe a ular progreſhve 
vancement had'continued to be mat; ever fmce the n 
eieept in the two years which" followed ine termination of that 
ruins and geſtructive war-—the war with Aihbriea—a war 
ieh, from the commencettient of it, he had feprobated and 
e but even from this temporary deelſne he was 
ſteck vith an obſervition of great Importance, in evincing that 
innat®* vigour and energy in the conſtitution of this country, 
hs 'could' lead, with fuch a rapid progreſs, not only towards 
ry, but towards almoſt incredible improvement in the. ſhort - 
period of ten Jeärs, from the year 1784 to 1/92; in proof of 
which his Lordſhip gave a comparative ſtatement of the im 
| and exports of this country during that period. If it ſhould 
ked; whether theſe great and e advantages had ag 
nated in the preſent frame of the n His'Lordſhip 
aid; it maſt be at: leaſt admitted that they had fobliſted. 
with that government. Hete therefofe it would ſurely be ne- 
ofary to pavſe;//and ſome probable evidence at leaſt ſhould be 
equired, chat they: did nor originate in, or ariſe out of, that 50. 
e before preceding td a total change of it. His Lord- 
hip then progetded t# take 4 view, under the ſecond head; of the 
weral- complaints made i in tlie different petitions, with 
to wärt, taxation,” National debt; &&'-and-itifiſted that no jus 
cauſe : G bmplaint with reſpect to any of theſe ardieles, did either 
originate in the exiſting frame of the government, or did exiſt 
in fact to any extent ſufficient to warrant a change iti that frame 
of government, and a riſk of the practical benchts at preſent-en- 
joyed under ir. His Lordſhip nent proceeded to Conſider what 
ye e had to oxpect from a change ? And, after obſerving that the 
efits we at preſent poſſeſs are real, ànd that the 0 e ad ads 
v ny , from a change;-muſt be only e en ſaid that 
onoutable Gentleman who made the motion had not en- 
, holy exchided every iden of univerſal repreſentation; and, * 
over tight be his own ſentiments in this reſpct, he, mi 
inf Arwen to xls: — for, ' without throwing'any refle * on. 
He repoſt pectable names, which, he was ready to aUmit, were ſubs 
Iba ME- * now under eonſideration, he would beg 
leade-to aſk, why A petition, to Which, T the feweſt name 
hall been ſubſctibed, of any of the others preſentel to the Houſe, . 
ſhould betalone ſelected RA the ſubject ot diſcuſſion ?' It — . 
therefore heceſſary to attend to the terms of the prayers of war 
other [petitions ; all or moſt of Which pr *. for: e 
iq tion ;—he muſt therefore * is petition to a 


OL. WL. 
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Fe fame grounds with the others; and one of the ſubſcribers is 
Mr. Thomas Hardy, who was alfo one of thoſe who ſigned the 
addreſs to the eee of France, about which fo 
much noiſe had been made. When ſpeaking on this ſubject of 
neral -repreſentation, he :pged to ſtate to the Houfe that he 
Had found a letter from the Friends of the People to the Conſti- 
Futional Society of Sheffield (part of which his Lordſhip read), 
vecommending to the Sheffield Society warineſs and caution in 
Their language, and to preferve moderation in their views ; and 
dongratulating them on their intrepid moderation. — Though the 
adjective ſeemed here to be put in direct oppoſition to the ſub- 
ſtantive, his Lordſhip ſaid he had no doubt of the real intention 
of the 1 the People to recommend the ſub- 
Aantive modera | 
the rule of their conduct the adjective intrepid. — The Society of 
Friends of the People had entertained an evident apprehenſion, 
that others, under their name, might go further than they ap- 
Proved of; and had not this, in fact, been the caſe ? His Lend. 
ip then read part of a letter, in the month of May laſt, from 
mhe Society of the Friends of the People to the Sheffield Society, 
Mſelaiming all connection with them on account of the impro- 


per lengths they had gone ; but from another letter, in Decem- 


ber, it en that they had again coaleſced with them for the 
purpoſe of oppoſing thoſe affociations which had been formed 
with the view of counteracting thoſe very proceedings and prin- 


eiples of which the Society of the Friends of the People had diſ- 


approved; and ſince that time the Sheffield Society have ſtuck to 
them like a poifonous aſp.— Non miſſura culem niſi plena cruor:s 
PHirudo. f ery Poe g . 

*+ Rouſſeau, the great champion of liberty in France, main- 
tained that the national will could only be delegated to one pre- 
ciſe object: from which he drew this inference —that all govern- 
ment by repreſentation was, in truth, tyranny ; becauſe the 
eſſence of liberty conſiſted in the free exerciſe of the will of each 
particular individual; and he alluded to Athens, where each in- 


Ufrvidual attended to the affairs of government. By this means, 


wever, they had not the leiſure to attend to their domeſtic 
concerns; and by whom. were the trifling affairs of the family 
vonducted ?—By ſlaves; fo that in truth this perfection of civil 
Þberty was founded on the baſis of civil ſlavery.— His Lordſhip 
then obſerved, that when, upon the ſubject now under conſi- 
_  deration, he ſaw doctrines advanced and maintained by ſome of 
che petitions for reform fo nearly bordering upon the doctrines 

Pf the French, he was naturally called upon to look to the ex- 
ample of France; and he argued from thence, with reſpect to 
the magnitude of the evil to be dreaded, at the preſent * 


0 


jon, though the Sheffield fociety had adopted as | 


P 
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from any innovation or change in the frame of government in 

this country. — His Lordſhip concluded with a ſhort recapitula- 

tion of the ſubſtance of his ſpeech, and with exprefling his.moſk 
determined oppoſition to the motion. 3 . 


of this country, but he would give him leave to make a few ob- 


motion of his Honourable Friend who had introduced the ſub- 


ject which they were now debating. He muſt ſay, that many 
Honourable Gentlemen had been extremely unfair in the man- 
er in which they had treated the ſubject, and he ſhould be 


nder the neceſſity of differing from them. It had been argued 
s if his Honourable Friend had in view the changing the conſti- 
tion of this country; this was an unfair mode of treating the 
ubject, for all that his Hon. Friend propoſed, was a mere queſ- 
ion, Whether any particular change ſhould take place in any 
art of government, upon proof of any particular abuſe; but the 
oble Lord who ſpoke laſt treated the petition, the motion, and 
he ſpeech, as attempts to change the government and the con- 
titution of this country; yet nothing could appear more diſtind 
ind ſeparate, than theſe two points when fairly eonſidered; and 
hat his Honourable Friend in endeavouring to promote the one, 
could not be ſaid to he hoſtile ro the other; inde 
by the propoſed amendment in the removal of an abuſe in a par- 
ticular part of government, the conſtitution would be improved. 


deed, he would put it to the Noble Lord and others, who - 


oppoſed every thing in the colour or ſhape of reform, whether 
they ought not to enter into the inquiry propoſed by the motion 
) lis nourable Friend; for he wiſhed to know, by what 
other means was the diſcontent of which ſome perſons talked, 
$ exiſting againſt abuſes in government, to be removed. —He 
ſubmitted! to them, whether it would not be better to ſet the 
ſubject at reſt, than to ſuffer it to remain undetermined, —If, 
upon inquiry, it ſhould be found that there was not a real reaſon. 
for complaint, let the people be told fo, and their happineſs 
ould by ſuch a declaration be promated.—lf, on the contrary, 
jere ſhould be found any grievances, let the Houſe proceed to 
le beſt means they jobs to redreſs, them, and the people would 
decome contented ; in either way the queſtion. would be at reſt, 
1d the people had a right to expect it to be ſo, But he would 
put it to his 8 Friend (Mr. Windham), who had in 


the courſe of another debate on this ſubject conſidered his Hoe 


nourable Friend (Mr Grey) as only a ſpeck in the great multi- 
de of objects in this machine, and as ſupporting only a ſmall 
part of the principle which was maintained by others in this 
„„ ohngvs KA: country, 


Mr. WHITBREAD obſerved, that the Noble Lord wha 
had juſt ſat down, had uttered a panegyric upon the conſtitution 


ſervations upon what had been ſaid upon the ſpeech, and the 
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country, and of which parliamentary reform was the mere pre- 
text; but that the real object of theſe gentlemen was to over- 


_ «throw the conſtitution of this country, and eſtabliſh upon its 


tuins the moſt odious principles; and theſe points, that Right 
Honourable Gentleman ſaid, were ſuch that he ſhould be coq- 
tent to be called the baby of a girl if he could not refute them: 

| & ht Honourable Gentleman, as 
a queſtion, whether it would not have been better for this coun- 


try if he had thought it worth his while to refute” theſe points 


and the principles on which they were ſaid to be founded ſome 
time ago, aud which, in the debate of yeſterday, he had faid 
would, if ſuffered to grow in the world, overthrow all legitimate 
government ; however, he did not believe, that any man had the 
mo of accompliſhing what the Right Honourable Gentleman 


| ſeemed to think fo very eaſy ; but this was not the proper ſub- 


ject of the debate; the point which certain gentlemen had been 
pleaſed to bring forward had been the queſtion of danger to the 
conſtitution of this country, from agreeing to the motion now 
before the Houſe; upon this, r Whitbread ſaid, he 
muſt beg leave to differ from theſe Gentlemen, for he was ready 
fo maintain that neither he or his Honourable Friend went into 
any new ſubject upon the conſtitution of this country; every 
thing they had done upon this ſubject was perfectly fair and re- 
gular. There was a petition before the Houſe, and upon the 
table of it, ſtating the exiſtence of a grievance, of which they 


Judged for themſelves, and on which they were competent to 


judge. They came to that Houſe in a conſtitutional manner, 
and called upon it to conſider of that complaint. That petition 
ſtated many evils that called for remedies—a long detail of facts, 
that the reſolutions of that Houſe were moſt daringly violated in 
the return of its members, for it ſtated that ſeveral ,members of 
the other Houſe had the direct nomination of members of that 
Houſe. The reſolution he alluded to muſt be well known by 
every Member of that Houſe; and it ſtated that individuals, and 
' particularly Peers, ſhould not have any interference with the 
return of members to ſerve in that Houſe. What; then, was 


the Houſe to do with a petition containing ſuch allegations, and 
praying relief __ the effect of them? They muſt do one of 
it 


two things. Either to reſcind the reſolution which forbad an 

body to interſere in the election of the members of that Hou 

in this manner ſtared,” or expunge from their Journals the peti- 
tion, ſtating, that ſuch a reſolution had been infringed! upon, 
This the Heuſe could not avoid; unleſs they conſented to go 
into an inquiry on the allegations of the petition, If the allega- 
tions of the Hutton were true, a remedy ought to be applied: 
If falſe, thoſe who had preferteg the petition were guiliy 15 
3 5 — gies | : gro! 


followed his 


* * $ 


groſs libel upon the Houſe, and they ought to be puniſhed. As 
to what had been ſaid upon the wild and ſpeculative opinions of 
metaphyſical philoſophers, or any men of that deſcription, per- 
haps he might agree with the Right Honourable Gentleman to 
whoſe obſervations he had already alluded,” as to the impraftis 
cability of many of their theories, but he did not agree with him 
as to tlie danger attending the publication of them; on the con- 
trary, ſuch men ſeldom diſturbed the public affairs of life. Their 
labours did not cauſe revolutions, or diſaſters in a ſtate. All 
the revolutions we had ever known, or read of, were the work 
f Providence, and aroſe out of the natural gonſtruttion of the 
uman character. They were the reſult öf the feeling of a 
ple under the injuries they received. He would put this to 
ery man who heard him, and aſk whether they knew of one 
nſtance in which the ſpeculations of ny had 
rought about any revolution at any time. What produced it 
this country — the anſwer was clear. It came about from 
the grinding oppreſſion of the executive government. What 
ught about the late revolution in France ?—pretiſely the 
ſame cauſe.—What then was he led to think upon theſe ſub- 
jets ?—preciſely this—If the executive government acts with 
ſtice to a people, there need never be wy apprehenſion of 
nger from the ſpeculative opinion of a philoſopher. The peo- 
ple of every country were of a character for long ſerving ; and 
they never would riſe againſt the executive power, until they 
had the greateſt reaſon for ſo doing, and therefore nothing was 
to be feared from the people of this country in that reſpect.— 
t in ſpeaking of this ſubject, and the theory of his Honour- 
able Friend, gentlemen had loſt ſight of the practical abuſes of 
which he complained; and upon the point of theory, he could 
t help taking notice of the Honourable Gentleman Who had 
— Friend in the debate of the preceding 
night. - That Honourable Gentleman had maintained, that that 
which was called the rotten part of the conſtitution of Eng- 


land, was the only part which was open to the reception of the 


very beſt members of that Houſe. That Honourable Gentle- 
man, he had no doubt, felt what he was then ſaying, and no 


doubt was convinced of the propriety of the obſervation, as well 


as | the juſtice which gave it birth; but while the Houſe were 
to be ſo accuſed, he wiſhed to know where the excellence was of 
ſuch a conſtitution, No doubt the Honourable Gentleman, 
from whom the obſervation came was, in point of wealth and in 

nt of connection, able to become a member of a branch 
of this rotten, beſt part of our conſtitution ; but he wiſhed the 
Houſe to reflect, even if they went the length of admitting 
the prineiple, where the fortune was of the FOE dr 
E's | | family 
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| family to rchaſe his ſeat for one of theſe botoughs.— And yet 
theſe gentlemen might be candidates, as the Honourable Gen- 
tleman bad ſtated, for miniſterial offices. [Here Mr. Whit- 


+ bead made a quotation from the works of Dean Swift, pon. the 


abuſe of miniſterial influence in the Houſe of Commons.] 
Mr. Whithread then took notice of the obfervations made on 
the great proof which the American war gave of the finances of | 
this country: This, he faid, was the very thing which they 
complained. of, for it was the patronage which the collection of 
ſo many taxes, in one reſpect, gave to the executive power; but 
mow. whe that if, the object of the petition now before the 
louſe had been ohtained, the expence of that very war would 
never have been incurred. Much, he obferved, had been faid 
upon the ſubject of the late reformation of the boroughs by 
Ms. Grepville's act, but he confeſſed he did not ſee how the 
public had been much benefited by it ; for he believed, that in 
nine tenths of the deciſions. of the committees on the elections 
which they bad determined their labours had been uſelefs, as far 
28 the general rights of the people were concerned. They had 
e y theſe determinations whether Lord ſuch alone, 
or ſuch a one, had the whole borough for the future, or whether 
it was to be divided between them, each to return his nominee 
as a member of that Houſe, This was an evil of which the 
ition now before the Houſe complained; and which called 

ly for a remedy. The Noble Lord had taken notice of the 
name. of Mr. Hard, and of the conduct of that gentleman, and 
had endeavoured to maintain that, in conſequence. of ſome cir- 
cumſtances relative to that gentleman's. connęction with certain 
perſons. in France, his having ſigned the petition was evidence 
againſt its merits; he muſt only fay, that if Mr. Hardy had 
done any thing againſt the law of England, he was Hhable 
by the law of England, but that was no reaſon why that Houſe 
ſhould negleQ to attend to the preſent petition, far Mr. Hardy 
had as much right to prefer his complaint upon a grievance as 
any other perſon. Mr. Whitbread then proceeded to defend the 
words which had been cavilled at by the Noble Lord who ſpoke 
hft, in words. which he read from the letter of one of the friends 
of the people to one of the correſponding ſocieties, in which his 
Lordſhip had beſtowed ſome criticiſm, on the words, in- 
trepid moderation.“ It did not appear to him that intrepidity 
was repugnant to moderation. He did not know how any man 
of real courage aud honourable. principle could ſhew his intre- 
pidity in any way better than in moderation. He added, ſeveral 
obſervations, on this point, and drew 2 diſtinction between the 
raſhneſs of an inconſiderate man, and the moderate coolneſs of a 
mau of true valour; and alſo between the conduct which ought 
8 | TT 
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ſion of being ſooh ſahje@ to deſpotic ſtate. He then took no- 
| tice of the various obſervations made by Mr. Windham on the 
preceding evening, and tnade many comments upon them all. 
He took notice alſo of letters alluded to, as coming from the 
friends of the pedple to other focieties, arid defended the authors 
of them, as well as che principles conveyed in them, fror All un- 
conſtitutional attempts. He took a view of N 
ments which had been urged in fapport of the doctrine that th 

| Houſe of Commons ought to ſpeak” often à language different 
from, and independent of, the voice of the people c 
try. To this mode of. arguing he oppoſed the conduct of the 
Miniſter with regard to Oczakow, and maintamed that, on that 
occaſion, the voice of the people had been attended to, and the 
majority of the Houſe of Commons diſregarded by the Mitlifter, 
for had he availed himſelf of the majority, then we might have 
been at 'war with Ruffia at this hour. 
the people had been oftener attended to; but the misfortune was, 
that if by any artifice the people could be lulled into in- 


would again relapſe into their former error. Of the truth of 
this there were abundant proofs: the ſlave trade, for inſtance, 
— laſt year been made matter of great debate; and in purſu- 
nce of the withes of the people, the Houſe of Commons had 
come to a reſolution to aboliſh that trade. This yeat the 
houghts of the people had been taken off from that ſubject, 
d the Houſe of Commons divided, and a majority were for 
ing nothing further upon the ſubject: ſo it would be in 
. if the Houſe of Commons were not to be actuated 
y the public voice, and they would be nothing more than the 


onduct of the Chancellor of the Exchequer laſt year, hen tlie 
bject was mentioned by his Honootalle Friend, by way of 
otice of the motion which he had now brought before the 
Houſe,” and making ſeveral comments oh the various reaſotn 


rm, and taking notice of the contradiQory ſpirit they bore to 


late Earl of Chatham, which was, that a reformition' in Parlia- 


* and with aſſuring the Houſe, that neither he, nor thoſe 
ith whom he "acted, had the leaft hoſtility to any of the 
nches of the conſtitution: © For the prero Rr of th 

ey had the moſt complete veneration; for the privileges of the 
eers the higheſt reſpect; for the monarchy and for the ariſto- 


e 


| to be obſerved by 4 free man! and a perſon under the apprehen-⸗ 


this coun- _ 


e withed the voice of 


difference, the Commons, with the Miniſter at ' their head; 


ere tools of the executive power.” Aﬀter taking notice of the 


gned on the part of the Minifter 1 parliamentary re- 
ac 


h other, he concluded with ſumming up the ſubſtance of all 
arguments for the motion, and adding the prophecy of the 


ent muſt take place before the concluſion of the preſent cen 


e King 
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cracy they had always. contended—but they muſt maintain allo a 
right of the people to fee the democracy of this country what 
"the ſpirit of c e conſtitution intended it to be. . 
LORD MORNINGTON ſaid a few words in explanation, 
as did alſo Sir William Voung. 1 VF 
Mr. ANSTRUTHER oppoſed the whole of the preſent 
proceeding; he condemned it on all the ground on which it 
| Pad been attempted to. be ſupported; the mode and time in 
wlnich it was brought forward and the principles which the 
whole proceedings tended to ſupport ; principles which, he ſaid, 
would tend to diſſolve all the ties of government, and were 
utterly ſubverſive of the happineſs of the people of this country, 
He argued upon theſe points, and maintained that the eonſtitu- 
tion of this country, as it ſtood, was the beſt in the whole 
world. He contended that no modern deviation in its practice 
amounted to any thing like an infringement on its original 
principles. He then warned the Houſe of the dangers of inno- 
ation, which the preſent motion tended to introduce. 
' The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, that he 
offered himſelf to the Houſe at that hour, before they were ex- 
hauſted with the diſcuſſion, becauſe he felt more than common 
- anxiety to expreſs his opinion on the, queſtion. He would do it 
explicitly, becauſe he muſt oppoſe the motion; for, under the 
new and various circumſtances which preſſed on his conſideration, 
he muſt declare that all the arguments which had induced him 
to vote againſt agitating the ſubject of a reform laſt year applied 
with double force to the preſent day. Indeed, under the weight 
of thoſe new circumſtances, he thought the fate of e. 
motion not only involved the happineſs of millions by ſetting 
_ afloat the queſtion, but in the manner in which it was brought | 
| 2 ſtruck at the fundamental principles of the Britiſh con- 
itution. 5 | | 1 
lis grounds for deprecating the agitation of the ſubject laſt 
ſeſſion were enlarged and confirmed by all that had happened out 
of the kingdom ſince that period; by all that had happened 
within it, including the petitions that had been preſented, pray- 
ing the Houſe to take it up, and the motion on which they 
were that night to decide. He thought it improper laſt year, 
firſt, becauſe it was improbable that any good conſequence 
could ariſe from a motion made in terms ſo vague, and in 2 
moment of ſuch ſerious alarm, when the ſpecific limited mo- 
tion that he had made, in very different . circumſtances, and 
with great ſupport from the moſt conſiderable men, had failed, 
from the ſuſpicion that it could not be attempted without ha- 
zard to the conſtitution. He thought, that if ſuch ſuſpicion pre- 
vailed at a time of profound peace and tranquillity, - when the 
public mind was diſturbed by no chimeras, that they were aer 
N | likely 
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| likely to prevail laſt year, when the horrid examples of France, 


| flowing directly from the looſe that had been given to the imd- 


| ginations of the multitude, were before the eyes of men. And 


| believing that the motion, under ſuch circumſtances, was not 


| likely to ſueceed, he thought the agitation of it indiſcreet, un- 
| wiſe, and oven alarming; He thought this, not merely becauſe 
| the unſucceſsful agitation of any ſuch queſtion was dangerous, 
but he had ſtated, that though the gentlemen who brought for- 
ward the motion might have no other than their profeſſed ob- 
ject of a moderate, reform, yet there were men on the watch 
who had other than moderate views ho encouraged the pro- 
ſecution of a parliamentary reform, only becauſe they confiderall 
it as the beſt means of promoting their ſecret object, a complete 
pverthrow of all the ex:/ting' eſtabliſhments of the kingdom. 
On theſe grounds he had then oppoſed the motion, becauſe it 
led. under all the circumſtances: of the time, to overturn that 
conſtitution, which all the true friends of a moderate reform 
were only anxious to improve, becauſe they were deſirous to 


jorm, he conſidered it as his duty to oppoſe the motion, under 
ſuch circumſtances, becauſe having looked at the object in the 


meaſure of fuch;imj | 
tained by complete ſucceſs on the one fide; and the evil to be 
riſked. by failure on the other, he had reſolved to relinquiſh 
or the time at leaſt) the proſecution of à meaſure, where the 

d became, day by day, more problematical, and where the 
eyil had increaſed: to a very gigantic ſiae. The problematical 
had been leſſened by the ſanguine theories that had taken 
ſſeſſion of men's minds, which made them deſpiſe all thoſe 
ideas of moderation which alone had occupied his mind. He 
had fairly declared that, if he was compelled to make an option 
between the ſtate of our repreſentation as it is, and- that wild 
ſcheme of univerſal fuffrage which is the dangerous viſion of 
enthuſiaſts, i he could have no heſitation in his choice; he muſt 
rather fbrego reform altogether, than engage in an enterprize 
e ee remotely tend to change the frame of our 
conſtitution. He had alſo ſtated that a reform hath at that time 
become. leſs urgent, becauſe the people had for a long time en- 
joyed à condition of „ and that therefore it 


was un wiſe it was imprudent at leaſt to riſk the- loſs of their 
tranquillity by agitating doctrines that in a neighbouring king- 
dom had produced ſuch terrible diſorder. How was this argu- 
ment met by the gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide? The riſk of 
alteration was not denied; the example of the horrors and ca- 
lamities of France was not diſavowed; but it was ſtated to be the. 

e 8 e - preciſe 


. III. 


preſerve. He had ſaid then, that as a friend to a moderate re- 


only way in which a ſober and ferious man muſt contemplate 
y portance, having conſidered the good to be 
0 


— P —.— 


a Ro a — * Ky 
FER 


IVY 


"oo, LOSE T 


— 


* entre * 


> — — n 
UE 
n 1 1 2.13 
r — ” 
- =» 2 


£ 1 
- Ce CRT or a ro erg ene pgs 


guide, and to be guided 


, n a — N 
K « : & 3 fg —— 4 > + F 
* * * 4 
* e 9 r 2 * 2 ww 8 4 5 — 4 a 
3 —. ed——__ — — —— rt nk 2 
1 , a * 33 — 5 — —— — EE 


* 


49 PARLIAMENTARY Cone 


preciſe time to hold up the ſtandard of a moderate reform, and 
thereby to convert the people from the mad and dangerobs ex- 
treme of univerſal repreſentation. Theſe gentlemen had formed 
themſelves into a ſociety on this very ground; they were to 

| by th public mind: they were to point 
out to the public underſtanding a moderate and prudent plan 
of reform, to which they were to attract general concurrence, 
and they, in their turn, were to be governed by what they 
ſhould 5 to be the general ſentiment, which ſentiment 
being aſcertained; it was to be ſet up as a barrier againft all wild 
and extravagant projects, and to be our ſecurity againſt the con- 
fuſion which an oppoſite conduct had produced on the con- 


tinent. If upon preſenting this idea to the public the pet. 


tioners found the public averſe to the purſuit of a reform of 


any kind, they would acquieſce, they ſaid, in the ſentence of the 


nation, without further agitating the people or Parliament on 
the ſubject. In this way it was left at the end of the laſt ſeſ- 
non; and he expected, that on this public declaration, they 
would have conſidered it as their firſt duty to ſhew the con- 
currence of the public in the propoſition which they ſhould ſtate 


to the Houſe, He would by and bye ſhew what ſort of con- 
currence they had obtained. In the mean time, he muſt de- 


clare, that all the arguments he advanced againſt a reform laſt 
year were doubly ſtrong againſt. it at preſent. What had hap- 
pened out of the kingdom (for with all deference to the opinion 
of the Honourable a oppoſite to him, he mult not be 
conſidered as wandering from the queſtion, by glancing at what 
had happened in France) was a leffon of prudence, of admoni- 
tion, 'of alarm, which, he truſted, would never be abfent from 
the eyes of gentlemen, and would operate in their minds, . and 
on the minds of the people at large, to the moſt remote 
poſterity. What had happened in France! Another year of 
exceſſes, another year of maſſacres, depredation, and horror of 
every. kind! Another year of ſuch enormities as detnoliſhed all 
the traces of thoſe that preceded it! The image of all the crimes 
on which he had formerly animadverted, faded away when 
contrafted with the new monſters of cruelty and devaſtation 
which the preſent year exhibited. —Before this we had ſeen 
only the germ and bloſſom of the new tree of liberty; but now 
we have Pen the fruits, and theſe fruits were the regular pro- 


duce of the ſtock whence they ſprung. - Every thing came in 


its order; in perfect and regular gradation from the principles 
which they had ſown. They had endeayoured to ſo the ſame 
ſeeds here, and to tranſplant the ſame tree to England, and, 
under the ſhape of proſelytiſm, they had by emiſſaries encouraged 
their growth, and they had uſed the Gans means of 2 505 
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which had thriven in France, They had ſcattered the Rights 


of Man, and planted affiliated ſocieties. Thank God! the 


ſenſe of the people of this country had taken a ſeaſonable 
alarm, and had checked the growing evil. But, though the 
ſpirit was ſtifled, it was not 4 It dared no longer to 
ew itſelf in its proper aſpect, of inſurrection, but it took no- 
the more plauſible cover of parliamentary reform. A ſhallow 
and palpable diſguiſe. It was a curious fact, that every one of 


. [thoſe affiliated ſocieties, as ſoon as the aſſociations of loyalty 


and reaſon had manifeſted the genuine ſenſe of the country in 
oppoſition to French principles, inſtantly embraced the plan of a 
parliamentary reform. Let gentlemen look at the petitions upon 
the table. There were ſeveral of different kinds; but it was 
remarkable, that they had all been brought in by the gentlemen 


mprobable, there was a family likeneſs which -ran through the 
hole, by which they might eaſily be traced to 


Facies non omnibus una, 
Nec diverſa tamen: qualem- decet eſſe ſororum. 


Vith only one or two exceptions, and with a flight arithmetical 
difference of ſome millions, in eſtimating the national debt at 
280 millions inſtead of 240, and our annual taxes at 20 millions 
inſtead of 16, this ſimilitude run through the whole. They 
were the ſame too in the prayer, namely, deſiring an election by 
a majority 'of the people. hat weight was to be allowed to 
petitions of this ſort? They were evidently fabricated by a few. 
There was internal evidence that all the ſtreams flowed from 
one fountain. They ſhewed, if they ſhewed any thing, a 
n, carried on by a few perſons, to alter the frame of our 
Mendes. If theſe petitions did expreſs the opinion of the 
people, what was the opinion which they expreſſed? the de- 
mand of univerſal ſuffrage, The queſtion therefore on which 
the] Houſe would this night determine, was, whether they 


* 
* 


which the object was to overthrow the eonſtitution. 


the conduct they held laſt year, or whether the Society of the 
Friends of the People, after having for twelve months tried in 
rain to procure the concurrence of the people, ought to deſiſt, ac- 
cording to their engagement, from the further proſecution of 
wy object. This the Houſe had a _ to expect from them; 
(or, after all their induſtry, they have brought forward only one 
N | „ D-- : _ ſolitary 


— 


ppoſite. A few only came from England: the greater part 
om Scotland. Though they came from quarters molt diſtant 
rom each other, as remote in intereſt as local ſituation, and 
here communication was apparently impoſſible, or certainly 


the ſame origin. 


ſhould appoint a committee to deliberate on a ſet of petitions, of 


He deſired to know, whether the Houſe ought to recede from | 
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ſolitary petition, beſides thoſe which went, as he had already 
ſtated, to the complete deſtruction of our preſent ſyſtem. They 
ſhould have come forward and ſtated, what they have found to be 
the caſe, that the public was ſatisfied with their condition ; and 
that therefore they relinquiſhed the farther proſecution. He had 
entertained the hope that ſuch would be their conduct, but he 
was deceived, They had brought forward their petition; and 
he requeſted the attention of the Houſe to the reaſons alleged for 
ſuch a procedure. They did not deny the horrors of France; 
they did not deny the attempts that had been made to propagate 
ſimilar doctrines in England; but their e eee was that the 
burſts of loyalty in every part of the kingdom proved that the 
queſtion might be diſcuſſed in England, without fear of en- 
gendering the ſame exceſſes as in France. They ſaid that the 
very experiment that had been made on the temper of their 
countrymen was a ſecurity againſt any evil that might be 
dreaded. It was true that the loyalty and good ſenſe of the peo- 
ple had checked the attempt that was made to inculcate the fame 
doctrines that had ruined France; but was it not alſo true that 
ſocieties out of number had ſhewn a diſpoſition to act upon 
theſe doctrines, until their voice was drowned and ſtifled by the 
loud acclamations of the whole kingdom ? But would it be pru- 
dent, now that they were checked, again to revive and ſpirit 
them up, by ſetting afloat the queſtion again ? If the nation had 
expreſſed its loyalty, and not merely its ao but its ſatisfac- 
tion with the conſtitution as it was, would it be right for the 
Houſe to act upon this general expreſſion of loyalty and ſatiſ- 
faction, or on the demand of theſe petitioners who came for- 
ward to declare their wiſh of ſubverſion ?—for the prayer of their 
petitions, in deſiring election by the majority of the people, 
went directly to the ſubverſion of the original ln of our con- 

ſtitution. Which of the two parties ſhould the Houſe liſten.to! 
—to the whole nation, ſatisfied and determined to maintain the 
good they enjoy—or to the ſmall portion of the people who are 
diſſatisfied, hd who deſire to depart from fundamental prin- 
ciples. They were exactly at the ſame iſſue on this queſtion, 
as all the nations of Europe were on the queſtion of French 
principles. The queſtion on which the Houſe was to decide 
that night was preciſely the ſame on which all the nations were 
in arms, viz. Whether they ſhould maintain the principles of 
their government, or overthrow them. — They had in the trial 
the vantage ground undpubtedly, for more than ninety- nine out 
of the hundred had declared for ſatisfaction againſt diſſatisfaction. 
To enter into the views of this ſmall portion, would be again 
to divide the people, and that at a time when they were 
_ threatened with attacks from abroad, which made it of the ut- 
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moſt conſequence to.preſerve them from diſcord. It would be, 
as if in a do beſieged, the inhabitants ſhould be ſet to the dif- 


cuſſion of ſome internal diſpute, in which they ſhould be ranged 


againſt each other, inſtead” of uniting againft the common 


The next argument of the gentlemen who brought forward 
the meaſure was, that the preſent was a time of war, and, from 


various circumſtances in commercial credit, of tempo difh- 


culty and diſtreſs... That theſe ſhould be produced as reaſons for 


entering on a reform ſtruck him with aſtoniſhment. True, we 


were engaged in a war, rendered antenna to our well-being by 


the very doctrines to which this vague refor: naturally led, and 
exiſtence. Was this an argument for the agitation of this 
queſtion ? Still more curious was the reaſon of our preſent em- 


time of acknowledged peace and unexampled proſperity. The 
two new reaſons that made the preſent a proper time for re- 
form were, that it was a time of war, and a time of embarraſſ- 
ment. | ; | i 


ferred to a committee. But he ſuppoſed, that all the petitions 
were intended to be ſo referred. The direct object of all the 
petitions, except the ſingle petition that originated from the ſo- 
ciety, was univerſal ſuffrage; and the motion, as well as 
its honourable makers, were equally ſilent upon a ſpecific plan 
of refomation. This aggravated, in b 

fold magnitude. Though he had himſelf formerly made a 
ſimilar motion to the — to wit, for referring it to a com- 
mittee to deliberate on the beſt means of reforming the repreſen- 


tation, without preſenting to them any ſpecific plan ; yet he was 
ſoon taught, that it was a very dangerous ſtep to ſet the matter 


float looſely and vaguely, and he felt the neceſſity of preſenting 
o Parliament a definite object; which accordingly, in the year 


785, he had done. 


It was true, that in introducing the motion, the Honourable 
entleman had given a very fair and juſt explanation of the 


ot to be an abſtract right, but a right of expedience, as applied 
the condition of this country, to the manner, the cuſtoms, 
d the ideas of - the inhabitants. This too was exactly his own 
idea. To talk of abſtract right of repreſentation was to arro- 
ate to the repreſentative ſyſtem a ſuperiority over all others: 


whereas the only intelligible and legitimate doctrine concerning 


gover nme::ts 


coming from men in declared hoſtility to our conſtitutional 


barraſſments. What had they to do with a reform in parlia- 
ment? Laſt year was ſtated to be a proper time, becauſe it was a 


The next point for diſcuſſion was, the preciſe nature of the 


motion. The petition of the ſociety only was moved to be re- 


is idea, the danger in ten- 


ight m_ which repreſentation was founded. He had ſtated it 
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governments was, that what was good for one country, from its 
climate and other properties, might not be applicable to anather. 
The ideas of a Roman would differ from thoſe of an Athenian, 
1251 Roman, the Athenian, the Lacedæmonian, would each de- 

nd the merits of his particular conſtitution, and each might be 


| good, 2s applied to the country where it was eſtabliſhed, and the 


e it was deſigned. The Honourable 
clearly right in ſtating that the only 
„was the right of expediency ; but 
1d, as to open the door even to the advo- 
cate for abſtract right. He did not exclude even univerſal ſuf- 
frage; but on the contrary, avowed, that rather than maintain 
the preſent ſtate, he would, if forced to make an option, prefer 
Even univerſal ſuffrage. So much did he differ from the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman in this reſpect, that he knew of no plan 
which he would not prefer to univerſal repreſentation.— The 
plan which he had propoſed ſome years ago, and which he ſtill 
h 


citizens for whoſe advan 
Gentleman therefore 
right for which he ccnte 


thought the beſt that he had heard, the Honourable Gentleman 
liked the leaſt, while in his turn he had no ſpecific point to go 
to; but there was one ſpecific point he was determined to go 


from. namely, from the preſent frame of our conſtitution. 
Could he, Mr. Pitt ſaid, make himſelf an affociate in ſuch a 
journey? Could he ſet out in a courſe that had no aſcertained 


and definite end, but which certainly departed from a home in 


which they had lived fafely and profperouſly ? To ſhew-that the 


Friends of the People were not ſo moderate alſo as they affected 
to be, he read a paſſage from their letter to the · people of Shef- 


field, in which, in anſwer to their deſire of advice as to the pro- 
priety of a national convention, they ſaid, On the eee 


meaſure which you propoſe for collecting the opinion of the peo- 
ple, we do not think it a proper eourſe now ; the time may come 


when it might be ſo.“ — He was clearly of opinion therefore, 
from every view of the ſubject, that if the Houſe were to adopt 


the motion, inſtead of giving content to the peqple of this coun- 


try, they would give uneaſineſs and alarm. It had been faid, 


that in refuſing all reform we aGed on the principles which 
had guided the national councils in the American war that 
there we had refuſed all relief to repeated ee en that fol- 


lowing the ſame obſtinate cauſe, we might drive the people to 


deſpair. He did not wiſh to tread over the ground of the Ame- 
rican war; but in this eſſential particular the caſe differed from 
the preſent ; they aſked for ſpecitic relief. We are deſired here 
to give what nobody aſks, but to give, on the contrary, what 
the nation has declared to be -unneceſſary; This is not what 
oy recommend, gradual conceſſion: for the petitions on the 
table pray for individual ſuffrage, a thing utterly unknown as 
8 | | | | the | 
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ther the univerſal will ſhould be brought into action. He 
ould ſtate his reaſons for oppoſing the. monſtrous and incom - 


to invigorate the conſtitution, by diſtributing the elective 
ſtanchiſe in a more perfect way than, perhaps, it was at preſent; 

hut they had no idea of innovating the ſyſtem by extending it to 
the whole maſs of the people. I he elective franchiſe might be 

diſtributed with benefit to the community, provided that the 
great fundamental doctrine of keeping it ſtill in a ſelect body 
hould be preſerved. He averred, that this was the fundamental 
rinciple of our repreſentation, and that in every period of our 
epreſentation the electors had been few. It had never entered 


e whole maſs of the people. His plan went merely to regu- 
late the diſtribution of the franchiſe. It added ſomething, per- 
ps, to the numbers, but its principal view was to change the 


an indemnity, and to throw what would thereby be taken ſrom 
them, amo 
thought that the wiſdom of Parliament might have formed a 

n for ſuch a progreſſive change; but to ſubmit to a com- 


rture from the baſis of our ſyſtem ; it changed the very: 
ground-work of that glorious fabric which had given to this na- 
tion more durable happineſs than had ever fallen, to the ſhare of 
any other people. In adopting the n univerſal repre- 
tation, we muſt adopt the code fi 


m { look to thoſe men, who, acting upon this code, had over- 
thrown all the eſtabliſhments that exiſted in their native coun- 
It was a matter that muſt follow of courſe, that wherever 


demoliſh every eſtabliſhment. For let us apply it in practice to 
repreſentation and government. A man has a natural right to 


h 
power with this repreſentative body, choſen by the whole peo-. 


— 


te upon the great queſtion in the ſcience of government, whe- 


ible theory. The friends of a moderate reform were ſolicit- 


into tie imagination of our anceſtors to ſpread this right through. 


quality rather than augment the numbers. To take it from 
lach of the decayed boroughs as ſhould be inclined to yield it ſor 


the counties, cities, and larger towns. He. 


ttee petitions praying for univerſal | repreſentation, was a 
meaſure to which he could never agree. It was a complete de- 


om which it ſprang. The - 

abfurd code of the Rights of Man. The pernicious, doctrine of n. 

tural equality, A code and a doctrine which never exiſted here, 
for which he muſt look to another. quarter; for which he 


the doctrine of natural equality exiſts, and is acted upon, it muſt ' 


chooſe his repreſentative. An univerſal repreſentation takes place: 
in this country, But in this country there exiſts a body of two 
ndred and thirty, forming a diſtinct ſtate, who have equal 


ple. 


—_— 
a a Br Eo - 
9 N 


— 


n of SR — 5 — = 2 — TSS: 
T2 " : 
C po a cog to tap ra 9d His nb tt Gr i ng os ASI 
— <a ads a 
rer * n — 5 + r 


— 


q 
N 
oy 
171 
fk 

* 


2 4 . _ 4 
n r pd rarer ern — ore Me rok >> 
- _ — 2g 2 


Dr — 


: 3 
Ls OE ——— * 


* » —— N 1 nh 
12 ad =, Id vw => K — 


PARLIAMENTARY Cee. 
fle. The King forms, a. third ſtate in the legiſlation, and he has 
the e cutive power in his hands. Here then are two 


ſſates, original and;efſential branches of the Britiſh conſlitution, 


which, are utterly inconſiſtent with. uniyerfal repreſentation, 
By the dodtrine of natural «quality, every man has an equal 


right 10 a ſhare. in the government. But by ur conſtitution, 


men have not, an equal right to the office of King, or to the 


| focond- ſtats in the leg flatufe: and therefore this natural 


71 : 3-3 


couality is a- monſter, unknown to the conftitution of England. 
Wherever that monſter exiſts, it muſt confound all diſtinCtions, 
It muſt level all eſtabliſhments, and by its univerſal repreſenta- 
tion malt all orders of ſociety into one promiſcuous maſs, as it has 
been inculcated in the codes of the Rights of Man, and atteſted 
in the bloodſhed: and maſſacres of France. 


v4 
. 


we ſhould, retain the frame of our conſtitution, which confines 
the elective, franchiſe to a few,. or change the entire baſis, by 
ſpreading.it all over the community, he ſhould think it unne- 


ceſſary to ſay. a, word, hut that the new- fangled doctrines had 


In reaſoning with Engliſhmen, upon the queſtion, Whether 


by the deluſion. ... the 
aſſemblies; to introduce into government the 
dual will; was to make a goyernment weak only for goad pur- 
poſes, ſtrong only for evil; efficient only for tumult, inſurrec- 
tion, rapine, and maſſacre; inefficient for internal order, peace, 
and ſecurity, for external protection and defence. The idea of 
uniting individual will in a government, was to, bring together 


bring the people together in primary 
by | eb, of indivi- 


1 7 


panes a certain ue, and weak minds were liable to be miſ- 
40 


all the heterogeneous paſſions, whoſe contention was to fix upon 


a country the confuſion and diſorder which it was the purpoſe 
of legitimate government to prevent. It tended, by putting into 
commotion all the paſſions of the multitude, to l 
through the horror of anarchy to a practical tyranny. For 
under the miſerable pretext of individual will, the people were 
ſummoned to primary aſſemblies, and to national conventions, 
their paſſions inflamed, to the deſtruction of all ſober induſtry, 
of quiet neighbourhood, of obedience to the laws, of moderation, 
and of all virtues; and in this ferment of their minds they are 


made the dupes and tools of the . few, whoſe ambition 


and intrigue aſpired to the ſupreme rule. Such à government 
ceaſed to be a government. for good purpoſes; and became the 
impure ſource of devaſtation and maſſacre. It put men into a 
ſtate, not merely of perſonal | inſecurity, but even of mental de- 
rangement. Thus we had ſeen, in a neighbouring country, 
that. in every province, where theſe doctrines had ſpread, the lite 
of man was at the mercy of ruffians; the whole was a ſcene of 


rapine: and murder; while their inſanity. filled the tiftionary 
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all this he ſhould pot make an àpo not 25 
the Houſe ſo ill a compliment as 2 9 by any ſpecies ecics of 
hu ity, ! that the members of it were: not ready to do t | 
its branches in that Houſe; one of 2 was to hear 4 | 
ially-all;that could he ſaid on either ſide o 207 queſtion, that 
came before them. The Houſe had already heard with patience. | 
and with attention much obſervation on both ſides; it was to 
their honour: they had done ſo—he felt difficulties, often when 


could not help thinking that he ſtood upon ve ; advantageous, 
ground. He knew the advantage which the Rig Honourable. 
Gentleman had in that Houſe, and that for many „ he Was : 
more likely to be attended to than thoſe who were to oppo 
him; few; if any, were heard within! the walls of that Houie as © 
attetitively as that Right. Honourable Gentleman. But the Bus | 
which 3 upon the perſon Aba had now the honour. to: | 
ireſs the Houſe, was;great.in N knew that he and 0 
ſame ſentiments upon this ſobſeck had to * 
unwelcome truth, and ſueh a8 would not be h card, 10 
ſure ; yet ſo deeply was he imp: ;efled with a ſenſe of og 19 . 
that hotwihſtanding all theſe diſadvantages, be ſhould not ſhrj 

rom the taſk, but would do all in his power to perform it, . . 
preſent fituation of the Houle... * Ou not be di 


the petit . ey: prition tated further, 
Vo. Ul. Py | an 


da es. oe JOURNAL, 3 | ; * 


eee wy the py in a 5 a5 En 955 4 


give. 1 15 ion of e OP Altem. He 12 2 . ee = 


he had occaſion to trouble the Houſe, but upon this occaſion he. 5 


aged, .alhoughthe knew the eflect of tenures, , 
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ay would repeat to that Houſe, un eee 
| 1 9 8 . eee x particular 
3 rot * : 7 1 
ptople of "England WS, e 
ſuffer us, and not you; 50, gend repreſenturives eee 
f he diele with whom be nete, 3 
wt — oF wh Houſe: Naen/who 
10 tet the expreſs inferference'of che d], Gr by: indi- 
ui, wr the will: ot the'extcutive yoverninent. T boos 
WY in order tei b able t render an account 16 che pub 


_ 92 and ntorneys (they! wet, in order to ſatiaty that 
| 13 „ hy ee their duty. The dic 
the Wiykt-Honourable Gentleman was an extruordinaty effort 
Be Ge ſplendid ent, noble and vigorous mind; erde 
8 


* this ſabjs&—he./ /appealod vieh his aue Dil 


2 
: 


FFF 


prite and the pafnehs of the aflembly, - The Right Ho- 

una Benn „ amare that he way in audi 

pot . wired all his att, and therefewe-it Was, 

| — er of Was uſed. It was a topic very 
po vr ag the hig ee 6f convincing a great number of 

ndtict at this//moment W not 

y different from his former profeſſions.” 'He 
2 m that the Right Honourable Geiitleman wonld 
ned hinfelf à Irtle more to an explanditiom of. the ſub- 

ech on Mbich ſo uch tdjeRtion had been taken ab his conduct 
tt of this explanation, he he had found out great'number of 
uit ergſions. The: Right Honourable  Geiirlemari now 
<HjeEted to His Honoufable Friend's motion pon "this ſubject 
* ohe cted to it How, decauſe it was not ipecific, or becauſe it 
net eit ain a fpecifte plan; and et it was n ltle him ii! 
mt crit fort of objedtion Pipold ariſe fromm that Right Honour- 
ale Gehren, Vesnäſt he hinſelf had propefed yheciſchy the 
— bort of motion. "But "the — Honovrable ? Gentleman 


3 er be. — 9 eating 
tor o inquire" into che truth ef a egen of 
the corruption bf P; | 


ment might be attended withifucoels ? 
| was He fade Did he fear he ſhould be obliged to 
111 4 parkatnentary reform ?: He Roped the Right 
_ HI6honrabte my Had {ome Teaſons-for this /changg of bis 
"mild," "hich: wore honors to himſelf; although hie had not 
Nenn But 'theichr of the Right Honourable Gen- 
2 * * upon part of the ſuhject was Ini mere 5nap- 
Phendle, for he ſaid eren now, "that ho! had not totally aban- 
" : ling in 6 A parlia- 

LA mentary 


— 


Max Dhgg- · ouaN Al- NA 
wentat reform R gt he · le ops 


agrep to any: plat un, that fubj rom 

rmedy-to-a-ſiated grievance z;this was the.mara 10 be wand 

of; wham id was rerthembered, chat when that, Right Hoon 

e — a 0. REN foro a 9 
avith a remedy was negatiye Fr 85 [MAj9», 

ity. But hen he moved it merely & N plan: . 5 N 


of inquiry, -fuch!as; the; preſent. motion was, 
zmajority of twenty;; in a-fullthouſe, . Whatever ae, Rig. 
ſonourable C man mi ht think. on might 1 e 
daii.faigh, he, for his part, pad no dpubt but bk Acker 15 
ittes of inquiry; was the moſt; be 
pt 


obo e ject: Th Th he dak ua 

partienlarb he chuld not holy ating 

with which objeRtions could be ſtate W . ee 

in thaif hearts enemies to the whole. thought of nk oj ik 
Vim” 


was a proper Ohe, lt ſtatad certain grievances, w 
noners wete ; aady to reve at the har of, that H 


tem net upon: wha pringiple of juſtice; it was, hat the Houſe 
oo 8 entering into dips Boch But 8 e if. tq 
objection temaining to qs from the nature 


125 ron. as-Wel] as ref gp it, forthat it wen da 


e had hid great Hreſs npon what they. ſtat Lan tha 
; Which was, that thei principles ot ous, conſligng u. an 
th whole of ha ſyſtem een repreſentation, as ie 
that 4 — general repteſentation wonld,d: roy, 
af tn conſtitution. alogetber;, 1 
was not matter of rigbt. Gentlemen. . 
were confounding the, wenns wWieh the; nie 6 the pr 
of our conſtitution as repreſentation, i * 65 Har 
Jiſtribution. Te Airlie e 3 
preamble of an a; of par kamen. paſſe Gia the. Tens 
James the Firſis in whigh was late ther C 
wet preſent wm 025 yg eben 1 Houſe, } wy WAS: 5 
wa principle oon ſtit ion fi this, unt 
25 was Rated. as an-objetion to, the petition, Which, 


it went to the etztent of py — In Bniyerial., 
Nothing was. — wy 2 *. — vas not the fact; ibe 


gentiemen urged, as > er 2 to; wrt granting. of th 
4 1A N | 
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pe was rebfied.on 


eg 3 
e. 


ta ee yet, for the aka ac | 
brought ſonie ben, Plan f 92505 hayg gien 
wy fapports: bat I am cf ineed that renin ze e 
and, thereſbre there were ahrzys more enemigs to} a,jpeciig 


n/a; genera}! plant: -r This petition (therefore, in. is 1 
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tayer of this petition; mie dunge nde e 
went fo fat at to ſay; that if there were fol and 
reſctitation of the people in that Houſe, there would be wa 


e 4 bf the other two branches of the. legiſlature ; ſor chat the 
power df the Cotnrhons'would be ſo great, that Kingiand:Eor 
—— be' voted” ele. Such obſer ations be -thbught highly 


and He mu a Ae did net think that ſenti ment 
ever ere uttered withia the wall 


ple were complete to-morrow, the people. of e 


ie juſt pterogative of the King, or to dhmniſh dhe privileges 

the, nobility ; they would not ſuffer their agents to do a =o 
of that nature, becauſe they knew'that if =P did, their own 
power would be in danger. He would repeut it, that che good 
ſens of the people of this country would have their bn intereſt 


in view, and that if the repreſentation of the people in de Houſe 


ef Cominons was complete, the King would he firmer upon his 
chrone than he was even at this moment. Another che 


Freon the danger of tranlacting 'buſinefs in this caſt throngh'the 
medium! of delegates: How the Right Honourable Gentleman 
Had pn a ſudden; formed ſuch a diflike todelegates- ho did not 
know, but it reminded him of what: had happened on a former 
decaſion; When this ſubject was under thie direction of the Night 
Honourable Gentleman intel, they had then delegates;and he 
(Mr. Sheridan) happened - to know this becauſe he 'was one of 
the committee himſelf; ſo far was it from being thought at that 
ime an impropriety, | that” the Honoufablei Gentleman deter. 
nined on carrying on the buſineſs: in that very männer "and 
the Lord Mayor of Lbndon gave them the uſeiof Guitdhalþto 
tranſact iheir buſineſs; and gave chem and the delegates all the 
encouragetnent he could to proceed' upon the plan Which the 
Had co mmenced: but now the word deli — be di 
af gs to the Arat, Honourable Gentleman. Indeed, 'Mr. 
jeridan obſerved, that there ſeemed to hit c be a rent dea 
of infincerity 1 in” x ner of the Chancellor of the Exche⸗ 


quer upon this lübeck He ſhould have told thoſe WHO had 
now btou ht this thitter-(orivaird; that the were not to expect 
| wh, affiftance ; this yopld'hive' been inflnitoly-more man 


than 
Exche- 


'preſent hehaviowy:l He wifhed the Ghancelor of the 


: que F wobl tell. ede IRuhtfof* pirſiaracnury" rhforin : when he 


ovght he (ſhould lend them his" afſiſtimeep'1or- to Hay that he 


5 mer gil He had "proved he wW²as of opinion that permanent 


proſperity Was not the time? "He: Had proved tod that a time of 


. er was nbt the time. n they! have the affiſtande of the 


Right 


4-8 8 8 FTI 
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— 
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werſhould nor fulfert abby alteratioi in dt on 

He ſhould either ſay ut Han time he ſhauid lend that aſſiſtane 
or to ſaythat he was in LEG A 5 when che brought the ſſub⸗ 
ject of parli 

ſelden Kip error, and 1 Hal therefore ahandoned his principle. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid he- fd rather hear that the Right Hbnour- 


EI it only while he was Miniſter, tand that he nu, 
take git up again en he ſhall be out of power, becauſe that 
ir os 2 a hate whom the whole ſubje@t;-and; make whe people 
| of this country think there was like "on 
| thoſe who, love for the rights the people. ail 

people mi eee parties and come to a detenmi⸗ 


that:the people were mot deſirous for a parliamentacyy teſorm. 
and that ity u few individuals had eaproſſed that -withu: Wpon 
_ oceafion me referred io the ſpeechi of-an>HonouratlesGen- 

man (Mr. Buncoaibe) early in this dehnte ani there it 
— found! that that Honourable Gentleman had ſuiclitliat 


tham would prove true; that areforin in partiament wotthdbe 


bat the meaſure propoſeil would be dangerous Hat the" preſent 
moment on account of the connexion between France and/this 
ntry/{. There could mot be a more unfafr argument than 


liſpoſitioasiof the people of France, and the;people-of this oo 
r. The due knew, and had enjoyed, fre long time, wetr- 

ain portion of liberty; the other had e e _ 
| deſporiſen ; Hand therefore to refuſe! to enquii into thisifuby 


man hach aid much . Render 
on) attempt, he aid, to deng, but of ud 
amen produced wealthʒ ion the — 


vealth-aroſe out of the Conſſitutiom; but i de ene in hot 


wer, the wealth it Fans e means of its 
7 aims. win, — which * 2 had been the 
rows acquiring was the beſt reafon.wh v refoftn ſhould 
gh ror 


p en bn mer un e chat 18 TR 
INES abb 


— 


wenn ih9g: e | 1 | 


ov — we then be wa that the Fuad * 5 


atd, and fine tharitime he 


able Gentleman had abandoned it her, than to lu that hk 


 mtion-ofidoing ever tlüng for themſelves. MrenSheridantthen 
obſerved; that the .ight- Honourable: Gentlemah had [intimared 


hetbelieved»in:God:thav the prediction! of the:late Earl f. Cha- 
had before? the end uf the! prbſent emtury. zt had been ard 
1 his, beeadſer chat nothing could be more different thamttie 


account was ridiculoos. The RightQHonoutable! i 110 | 


the'alldwediMtar 
king care to pteferve that ur nmr means <Inour 


— tobk notite pes the obſervation 
ht Honourable Gentleman (Mitt Windham) who Had 
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able Gontlemim in the enurſe of his pech had fad, dvehe y 
thoſe who had a wiſh! fora revalution in this country, 
and mot a reform. Ie took almoſt half an haut to prove; that 
; :eduld not la any ſtreſs upon the repteſent aid of this 
cou try: as a eagles: He faw that one petition/:couitained 
more names than all the. electors of this country who returhed 
ale half of the members of - that {Houſe:; This wins certai 
very u 3 thoſe uo agreed vritii he gie of that! 
| — ere eee | | "that the more 


FT 


— — e nee then, 
— th b = 8 e 
k ererwere ut t 2 
the firſt was, by reuſon and Suche, d tlie if 5 * 
of the opinion of thoſe ho think on the ſubject — thi 

forts. lf the firſt were ſuſſicient, tht other; twb Would datum 
neceflary,” and there would be no dots ſium for goyernment, be- 
canſe if man whs to be governed hy renn and truth, he would 
be perfect. and being perfect, it. —— nat þe- neceſſary that he 
ſhould be governed; —but as man Was w frail r eee ne⸗ 
oeſſurp that he ſhould have ſome (government: over him; aud 
therefore there Femained but the other tn for his choict. 
Now of theſe two he believed there was uo | difficulty in 
e for as we all abhorred forceiwe'came tothe neceſfity 
the opiniori of the majority vf dur fellom-heings, 
acts ther dre the Right, Honourable an in declaring 
himſelf in a ſtate of ipermanent inſurrection againſt the majority 
of af eee was not perfectiy correct. Here he enteretl int 
humourous ebſcrvations on rhe metaphyſical diftihQions 
of Me. Windham, and the application'he- vale af them to po- 

litics. As to the general challenge of proving the abuſe Which 
oe in our government; Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had no de- 
ht in it; but as he mutt anſwer . ſome then of the abuſes of 
ich he complainsd, and: of which a reſqrm of Parliament 
was the only remedy, were, that peers: of the ather Houſe ſent 
in members to the Houſe of Commons by nomination - that 
the crown ſent in members into that Houſe by nomingtion tuo 

| 7 ſome members of eee by their 


ow 
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ony-nonigaion alla; a Seſathings made; a, farc of an ele- 
von ſor the places fot which theſe :gentlemen, were returneũ 
that; wen were cicated; Pears, e having been of the leaſt 
(vice, 0 . in any 3 efitheir 8 
account: ir ianhentary uence that t ent Mi- 0 
niſter had been the rocana ot creating 100 of, chem. He did ne 
blame him, hut the fault mas in the lyſtem of our,government— tf 
that Sotruption was the pivot on which the Whole of our pub+ 1 
lg; og affairsturned-that/ che collection of taxes was þ 
under the management of wealthy men in parliamentary in- i 
tereſt; may conſequence of which was, that the collection af iſt 
them w leQcd—that to male up the deficiency, exciſemen =. 
4 to the exciſt. This ſoured the temper of the [4 
le--ahat neither; in the. church, the army, the navy, or any I 
ED wa an wy cam OR to be giyen but in.confequence-— i 
of patliamentar inflycuce, Thar in conſequence corrupt ma- ii 
janities-were at the will of the Miniſter... He did not like to tell | 
ecrets;of the priſon - houſe of dhe treaſory, theſe things were too 
arſe.-but he. was called upon. Here Mr. Sheridan enu- 
eee many other things, and concluded with. ſome obſerva- 
on the Einprefs, of Ruſſia, and the King of Fruſſia, 
en e and. abend and gave. the maden eee 


a1 ent. 

Mr. ADA fed. be bit it ki duty to aſi che reaſons for 
W to give, and this he ſhouſd do in very few- 
e Much as he feſpected his Honourable Friend who pre- 
ente the petition, and thaſa who ſupported the motion fot re- 
ſerring it to 4 committoc, be, ſaw' no poſſible adtantage that 

ould ariſe from:-taking Jt:ints,confideration.... The Mie of it 
s hot now: all the "obieRtions which. it contained 1 the — 4 
t form af the repreſentation ay ſtated —_ 
rms 85 Dr. Paley, The RE an; inference ferent. 6: 
that af the petition... I He odpiiies, (ad | De. Nie, ware of a 
ture to ſtrike only at firtk: fight, and to diſappear on more de- 
curate. exarvination, it was therefore highly neceſſary to gon 1 
der when any. alteration was: propofed,, whether the benefit to # 
de gained was equal to the rifk;to-be. incurred. This docttine _ 
L his entire allane; and to befer the petition to 4 committee 
would dhew only witiat they knew before, that there. were. in- it 
qualities in. the repreſertation. The next point to be e — 
2 was, whether or not the ntation in its preſent form li; 
d oaks 35-20; ſecure to the people thoſe tights which were the Nt 
nd of all, goyerament. It Kal been. fad. that, the bell of all, f | 
pallible . governments, would be abſolute monatchy, under 3 ml 
viſe and virtnous prince this be denied, for altliough: 13 | if 
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could hot be ſecure without political righ 1 0 
now weis Had we ſuch political liberty as to ſecure the poſſeſ- 


tion of our civile rights!“ That we-one had-was adthittedd. A 
Learned Friend of Ws-{Mr.-Erikine);who- argued'iti fopport-of 
the motioh, admitted that the repreſentation Was ſufficient-for 
chis purpoſe before the revolution. See the revolution he af- 
firmed that the eonſtant operation ef all ichanges had been 0 
extend the perſoal and contract» the virtual repreſentation. 
The various a paſſed to ſecute the independence of elections, 
were proofs of this; and the incteaſe of wealth and population 
had added much to the number of ele Kors in the great towns. 
There was alſo another reaſon. The debates in that Houſe 
were more generally known and more particularly attended to. 
Every member knew when he was ſpeaking that his arguments 
and conduct would be diſcuſſed and — by the public at 
large. He therefore was ae, of opinion that the repreſenta- 
tion in its preſent ſorm was fully adequate to all the purpoſes 
which it was intended to anſwer. For theſe reaſons he ſhould 
vote againſt the motion. With reſpect to the time of making 
it:thers was no ſolid objection; for the alarm on which it was 
attempted to found an objection, he had always believed there 
was no ground; and conceiving the merits of the argument to 
be ab de Tad ſtated them, he conceived} thoſe who reſorted; to a 
variety of other topics to have rather weakened than ſtrengthened 
t.. 2. eee eee 8 T4 n 9k 
Mr. FOX ſaid, he was ſutry to treſpaſs on the patience of the 
Houſe at fo late an hour, when, after two days debate, he could 
have but little hope that he ſnould either entertain or inſtruct- 
It was new and extraordinary, that by the courſe and mode of 
argument purſued by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he tate 
ſhould feel himſelf abr to apologiſe for perſiſting in the of 
opinion which he Had always held upon parliamentary reform, 
or to aſſign his reaſons and juſtify himſelf for not altering} it as 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had thought fit 0 alter his. 
He had never before imagined: that the preſumption lay againſt 
cnſiſtency, and that whoever preſumed to think as he häd al- ſuff 
ways thought before, muſt immediately be put on his defence. | 
If the opinions winch the Right Honourable Gentleman for- 
merly poſſeſſed if «tlie ptopolitions which he had endeavoured. 
to pèriuade Parliament to adopt, were ſo very erroneous, and 
egnant with ſuch alarminmg bConſequences as he had nom de+ here 
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picted, it was but natural to ſuppoſe that he would havtz went bis: juve 
recantation with compunctiom, and expreſſed humiliation. inſtead. 
of triumph; in recapitulating the enormous miſchiaßs ta which 
his former errors might have expoſed: his country. n 
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that the Right [Honourable eee 
his ſentiments on parliamentary reform, for he had expreſsly ſaid 
ſo, with the poor reſerve that the time might yet come when he 
ſhould think it as expedient as he had done before. The argu- 
ments he had uſed would apply equally to all times, and it 
would have been more candid to have lad ſo explicitly, than to 
have held out a hope, whom to pleaſe he knew not, which, 
ithout a ſecond change of opinion as entire as the firſt; could 
ever be realized. In his arguments againſt the preſent motion, 

e had had recourſe to the miſtake that the object of the pre- 
ent motion was univerſal ſuffrage; againſt this, which made [i 
o part of the motion, more than half 2 ſpeech was employees. 
nd every idea of that part borrowed from what had been urged 1 
againſt himſelf ten years ago by thoſe who oppoſed his Fit „ 
otion of reform. — Here he was only a plagiary; not a com- 1 
aon plagiary, indeed, but ſuch a plagiary as Virgil, who im- 

raved and adorned what he borrowed. : | 
He was obliged to admit that his Honourable Friend who 
made the motion, diſclaimed univerſal ſuffrage for his object; 
but then he ſaid, look at the petitions, only one of which how- 
ver contained this doctrine. Was he ready to ſay that, when 
e brought forward his motion in 1782, none of the petitions 
then betore the Houſe-contained the very ſame? But in addition 
to the evidence of the petitions, his Honourable Friend had on 
ſome other occaſion met certain people at a tavern, known ad- 0 
ocates for univerſal ſuffrage, which was almoſt proof poſitive I's 
that his Honourable Friend was ſo too. How did this ſort of it 
influence operate againſt the Right Honourable Gentleman 115 
Himſelf? When he brought forward his plans of reform, he was 9 
acting at all points with the Duke of Richmond, the great apoſ- It 
tate of univerſal ſuffrage; and it was no very unreaſonable ſup- 
ofition that his very firſt motion on the ſwbjeCt of reform might 
have been concerted with his Grace at Richmond Houſe. If 
then men's intentions were to be canvaſled by ſuppoſed privity to 
the deſigns of others, the privity of the Right Honourable 
zentleman to the Duke of Richmond's ſyſtem of univerſal | 
ſuffrage could not be denied, and he muſt be pronounced guilty 
by his own rule. OPS! fe er Oy | | 
The Right Honourable Gentleman's next objeCtion was to 
the mode; the very ſame mode which he himſelf had adopted. 
On more mature. conſideration he had altered his mode; but 
here he muſt intercede for the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
Juvenile judgment, and in particular requeſt that he would not 
inſiſt on dragging through the dirt all thoſe who had ſupported 
him in his firſt motion. What reaſon he had for changing a 
motion, which he loſt only by twenty votes, was perhaps beiter 
Vor. III. e e known 
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known' to himſelf than to others; but he had no right to ſay that 
a motion of the ſame kind was more dangerous now than his 
own in 1782. He who had e all his motions for reform, 


thought the firſt the leaſt objectionable of them all. The mode 
' of proceeding lately inſiſted upon, that a member who propoſed 
the redreſs of any grievance muſt move a ſpecific remedy before 
the Houſe could take the grievance into conſideration, was di- 
rectly contrary to the — approved parliamentary practice. 
The member who moved for a committee might go into it with 
a ſpecific ſtatement, which he might ſee reaſon to alter, unleſs 
indeed the Right Honourable Gentleman had got an excluſive 
patent for altering opinions, or the committee, ſuppoſing the 
grievance to be proved, 3 ſuggeſt a plan of their own, ſub- 
ſect, like every other, to future modification or rejection by the 
Houſe, when it appeared in the form of a bill. Such was the 
moſt convenient and the moſt ordinary mode of proceeding in all 
matters of great importance. Now what was got by the Right. 
Honourable Gentleman's ſpecific plan ? He owed an apology to 
all thoſe who voted for it, and to him (Mr. Fox) among the 
' Teſt, and who, although they approved of a parliamentary re- 
form, did not approve of his particular plan, but truſted that, 
when the general queſtion was carried, they ſhould de able to 
frame the plan in a leſs exceptionable manner. | 
Theſe were the preciſe conditions on which he then called for 
the ſupport of all who wiſhed well to parliamentary reform, and 
now he pretended to ſay that, by ſupporting it, they pledged 
themſelves not to the general queſtion, but to the particular 
plan. The general-rule was, for all who agreed on the exiſtence 


pf a grievance, and the neceflity of a remedy, to concur as far 


as they could; and then to debate the particulars at a more ad- 
vanced ſtage. This was a ſufficient anſwer ad hominem to. the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, and to all the arguments againſt 
the mode. All thoſe who wiſhed well to the general ſubject 
og to concur in ſupport of the motion, and if that were car- 
ied, the ſpecific plan would come properly under diſcuſſion in a 
future ſtage. 5 „„ Hop 0H 
Another objection was to the time: When the Right Ho- 
e Gentleman made his motion, he alleged as the reaſon 
for it, that there was no adequate means of ſu ing a 
Miniſter, or of We to one, without 2 — ro 
repreſentation ; that to the inadequacy of the ſyſtem had the 
misfortune of the American war been owing, and that-it was ne- 
ceſſary to provide againſt the nation's falling into-a ſimilar cala-. 
mity, What had ſince why to make the calamity leſs to 
be dreaded, or the precaution leſs inexpedient ? Under the admi- 
| niſtrajon of the Marquis of Rockingham, an adminiſtration of 
„ ö 5 7 3 „ V 
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vhich he approved, the Right Honourable Gentleman firſt pro- 
zoſed reſorm, and that 2 a time of war. Under another 
uminiſtration, of which he did not approve, he again propoſed 
it, and in time of peace. On neither of theſe occaſions did he 
:onſider the character of the miniſtry as at all affecting the 
cpediency' of his motion, nor had he ever argued on it in that 
p third adminiſtration ſucceeded, of 'which he certainly did 
not entertain a bad opinion, for he was at the Head of it himſelf; 
till he maintained, or ſaid he maintained, all the doctrines he 
had held before on the neceſſity of reform. His reaſon could not 
he that he diſtruſted the virtue of the then Houſe of Commons, 
or it was a favourite Houſe of Commons, on all occaſions much 
xtolled by him. Such a favourite, indeed, that his plan of 
reform was not to commence till after the diſſolution of Parlia- 
nent. Thus, under all poſſible circumſtances of time, in time 
f war, in time of peace, under an adminiſtration which had his 
confidence, under an adminiſtration that had it not, and when 
de himſelf was Miniſter, had the Right Honourable Gentleman 
gitated the queſtion of reform. What was there now to make 
it improper for another to do that which it had been proper for 
him to do in every variety of time and circumſtances The 
roſperity of the country was no argument againſt reform, for 
it was not urged as a neceſſary meaſure to reſtore proſperity, but 
o give ſecurity to the proſperity which we enjoyed. That ſe- 
curity, by the Right Honourable Gentleman's own admiſſion, 
0 9 Miniſters, nothing elſe could give; for he had 
noved it when Miniſter himſelf, and he did not ſurely diſtruſt 
his own adminiſtration. When his Honourable Friend gave 
zotice of his motion laſt year—a part of his argument which 
ad been very unfairly treated—he ſaid, that a time of national 
yroſperity and peace, as the Miniſter had deſcribed that to be, 
| — be conſidered as favourable for reviving the queſtion of 
form. . N b i 3 
Since then this unfortunate and mad war had been entered 
into, and his Honourable Friend faid, © you who objeCted _— 
n 


my motion laſt year, as improper in the ſeaſon of- proſperi 

peace, cannot now make the ſame objection in the 0210 of 
ar, and much public diſtreſs.“— This, which he adduced 

merely as an argumentum ad homines, to prove the inconſiſtency 


iſtency — himſelf. - What objection could the Right Ho, 
ourat ntleman raiſe to reviving the queſtion of reform in 
2 Houſe of Commons which he had found fo favourable to him 
In every other ſubject? He :vould hardly venture: to ſay that 


2 he Th him, 


df his opponents, was attempted to be made a charge of incon- | 


he Houſe of Commons had been fo uniformly complaiſant to 
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him, that he was ſure they would never ſupport a bad Miniſter. 
Had they often joined him in oppoſing Miniſters whom he 
thought. bad, he might indeed fay that they would never ſuffer 
miſconduct in a Miniſter; but on nine years experience of ſup- 


port to his own adminiſtration it would be rather too much to 


make the ſame inference. There could be no objection to the 
motion being made now, except that it was made by his Ho- 
nourable Friend, inſtead of the Right Honourable Gentleman.— 
In the pride of his new wiſdom, his preſent ſelf felt ſuch con- 
tempt for his former ſelf, that he could: not look back on his 
former conduct and opinions without a ſort of inſulting de- 


* 


riſion. oe 3 | -F 3 e i 9 
As Lord Foppington in the play faid-—* I begin to think that 
when I was a commoner, I was a very nauſeous fellow” ſo the 
Right Honourable Gentleman began to think, that when he was 
a reformer, he muſt have been a very fooliſh fellow: he might 
nevertheleſs have retained ſome degree of candour for his Ho- 
nourable Friend, who had not yet received the new lights with 


which he was ſo marvellouſly illuminated. xr 


If the Right Honourable Gentleman had reſted his objections 
on the change of circumſtances produced by the events in France, 
his argument would have been rational, or at leaſt conſiſtent. 
But he appealed to the recollection of the Right Honourable 


| Gentleman, whether he had not in 1785 argued as earneſtly 
againſt perſonal repreſentation, and painted the dangers of it in 


colours as ſtrong as he had done now. e NG e 
He had always diſliked univerſal repreſentation as much as the 
Right Honourable Gentleman; but that diflike was no reaſon 


for charging it with more miſchief than was fairly imputable to 
it. It had not been the cauſe, as the Right Honourable Gen- 


tleman alleged, of all the evils in France. The firſt, or conſti- 


tuting aſſembly, was not elected on this plan, but on old uſages 


and old abuſes. Vet that aſſembly had done ſome of the moſt 
unjuſtifiable things done in France. It had deſpoiled the clergy 
without regard to ſituation or character, and had deſtroyed the 
nobility. The ſecond, or legiſlative aſſembly, was not choſen by 
individual ſuffrage, for when the conſtitution was framed, wild 
as the French were, they had laid many reſtrictions on indivi- 
dual ſuffrage, and made the diſtinction between active and in- 
active citizens. It was therefore unjuſt to charge on it what 
was done by aſſemblies elected before it was brought into uſe. 
France, after doing great honour to herſelf by ſhaking'off her 
old intolerable deſpotiſm, had ſince been governed by counſels 
generally unwiſe and often wicked. But what had this to do 
with our reform? It had been fair: that French principles, though 
not more deteſtable than the principles of Ruſſia, wero moro 
„ 3 dangerous, 
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Lngerous, and more to be guarded againſt, becauſe more faſei- 
ating. . Would any man now ſay, that French principles were 
aſcinating?. What then had we to fear from what no man in his 
nſes would wiſh to copy? | 
A Right Honourable Friend of his (Mr. Wyndham) had laſt 
icht, in a very eloquent, but very whimſical ſpeech, endeg- 
joured to prove chat the majority was generally wrong. But 
hen he came to anſwer ſome objections of his own ſuggeſting, 
e found himſelf reduced to ſay, that where he differed from the 
najority, he would conſider himſelf as independent as one inde- 
xendent country member of the deciſion of another —hich was 
iſt to ſay that he would put an end to 95755 for where every 
individual was independent of the will of the reſt, no ſociety 
could exiſt. It was ſingular for him to defend the deciſion of 
the majority, ' who had found it fo often RE ed and he 
as in hopes 'that his Right Honourable Friend would have 
dern him ſome eaſy way of ſolving the difficulty. His Ho- 
nourable Friend ſaid, a wiſe man would look firſt to the reafon 
of the thing to be decided, rather than to force, or his power of 
rrying that deciſion into effect, but never to the majority. He 
faid look firſt, and look laſt to the reaſon of the thing, without 
onſidering whether the majority is likely to be for or againſt 
70u, and leaſt of all force. He admitted that the majority might 
:metimes oppreſs the minority, and that the minority might be 
juſtified in reſiſting ſuch oppreſſion, even by force; but as a 
general rule, though not without exception, the majority in 
every community muſt decide for the whole, becauſe in human 
fairs there was no umpire but human reaſon. The preſump- 
hon was alſo that the majority would be right; for if five men 
ere to decide by a majority, it was probable that the three, 
ould be right and the two wrong, of which, if they were to 
decide by force, there would be no probability at all. | 
If, then, what all men agreed on was admitted to be true, there 
as a ſtrong preſumption that what many, or the majority, agreed 
In, was true likewiſe. Even reverence for antiquity reſolved 
itſelf into this; for what was it but conſulting the deciſion of 
the majority, not of one or two generations, but of many, by 
the concurrence of which we juſtly thought that we arrived at 
greater certainty. This 5 to univerſal ſuffiage was 
not diſtruſt of the deciſion of the majority, but becauſe there was 
o mode of collecting ſuch ſuffrages, and that, by attempting 
it, what from the operation of hope on ſome, fear on others, 
and all the ſiniſter means of influence that would fo certainly 
de exerted, fewer individual opinions would be collected than by 
an appeal to a limited number. Therefore holding faſt to the 
right of the majority to decide and to the natural rights of 
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man, as baght, by the French, but much abuſed by their prac. 
tice, he would reſiſt univerſal ſuffrage. Without attempting ta 
follow his Right Honourable Friend, when he propoſed to ſcar 
into the ſkies, or dive into the deep, to encounter his metaphyſi- 
cal adverſaries, becauſe in fuch heights' and depths the opera- 
tions of the actors were too remote from view to be obſerved with 
much benefit, he would reft on practice, to which he was more 
attached, as being better underſtood; And if he could collect 
all the wiſeſt men of every age and af every country unto our 
aſſembly, he did not believe that their united wiſdom would be 
capable of forming even a tolerable conſtitution. In this opi- 
nion he * was ſupported by the unvarying evidence 
of hiſtory and obſervation; another opinion he held, no matter 
whether erroneous or not, for he ſtated it only ag n illuſ- 
tration, viz. that the moſt {kilfu} architect could not build in 
the firſt inſtance ſo commodious a habitation. as one that had 
been originally intended for ſome other uſe, and had been gra- 
dually improved by ſucceſſive alterations ſuggeſted by various in- 
- habitants for its preſent purpoſe, If then ſo ſimple a ſtructure 
as a commodious habitation was fo difficult in theory, how 
mueh more difficult the ſtructure of a government? One 15 
parent exception might be mentioned, the e e 
United States of America, which he believed to be fo excellently 
conſtructed, and ſo admirably adapted to their. circumſtances and 
fituation, that it left us no room to boaſt that our own was the 
fole admiration of the world. VVV 
The objection, however, was only apparent. Th had not a 
conſtitution to build up from the 2 ; they had ours to 
work upon and adapt to their own.wants and purpoſes. This 
was what the motion now recommended to the Houſe, not to 
pull down, but to work upon our conſtitution, to examine it 
with care and reverence, to repair it where. decayed, to amend 
it where defective, to prop it where it wanted ſupport, to adapt 
it to the purpoſes of the preſent time, as our anceſtors had done 
from generation to generation, and always tranſmitted it not 
only unimpaired, but improved, to their poſterity. xy. 
His Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Wyndham) had ſaid on 
a former occaſion (Mr. Flood's motion), that if the conſtitution 
of the Houſe of Commons were that the county of Middleſex 


alone elected the repreſentatives for the whole kingdom, he 


would not conſent to alter that mode of repreſentation, while 
he knew from experience that it had prodaced ſuch. benefits as 
we had long enjoyed. Now, ſuppoſe, for the ſake of argument, 
that the county of Cornwall, ſomewhat lefs likely to be a vir- 
tual repreſentative of the whole kingdom than Middleſex, inſtead 
of ſending forty-four members to Parliament, to ſend the wha 

EET - e ve 


| 
| 
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| fre hundred and fifty eight, ſuch a Houſe of Commons might, 
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| for a time, by a proper check on the executive power, watch 


over the intereſts of the whole kingdom with as much care as 


thoſe of Cornwall; but with ſuch a Houſe of Commons no ar- 
ment would perſuade him to remain ſatisfied, becauſe there 


was no ſecurity that it would continue to do ſo. The queſtion 


now to be examined was, did the Houſe of Commons, as at 


preſent conſtituted, anſwer the purpoſes which it was intended to 


anſwer : and had the people any ſecurity that it would continue 
todo ſo? To both branches of the queſtion he anſwered decidedly 


in the negative. Before proceeding to the reaſons on which he 
| thus anſwered, it was neceſſary to fay a few words on the cir- 
cumſtances which, in his opinion, would juſtify a change. 
| Many things ſhort of actual ſuffering e e not 75 


a change, but even reſiſtance. When the diſpute began with, 
America, it was not becauſe it was held that the Britiſh Parlia- 


ment had no legal _ to tax America that the project of taxing 

; e Americans indeed did maintain that the 
| Britiſh Parliament had no ſuch right; but he and many others 
| who! oppofed the meaſure admitted the right, and he was till 


her was oppoſe 


of the ſame opinion. What then was the ground of the oppo- 


ſition? It was not any actual ſuffering on the part of the 
Americans: they themſelves allowed that the taxes attempted 
to be impoſed were of the moſt eaſy and unoppreſſive kind. 


| But although theſe taxes were ſo, they had no ſecurity that 
heavy and oppreſſive taxes _ not at ſome future period be 
| impoſed upon them by a legiſlative body, in which they had no 


repreſentation, with which they had no very cloſe connection of 
common intereſt, and over which they had no means of con- 
trol. He, therefore, and thoſe with whom he had the honour 
to act, thought this want of ſecurity, for what they were not 
then aſhamed to call the Rights of Man, a ſufficient cauſe of 


refiſtance, for which they were then called the advocates of 
American rebels, as ſome of them, though too familiar with ſuch 


and to that ſucceſs would yet be owing the liberties of mankind, 
if in this country they ſhould unhappily be ſuffered to periſh. 
Jealouſy too was a good cauſe of change, or even of refiſtance 


| —not jealoufy captious or malignant, but jealouſy founded on 


well examined and rational grounds of ſuſpicion, Men were 
not bound to wait till their liberties were actually invaded ; pru- 


juſtify theſe; it was ſufficient that they faw a clear poſſibility of 
nger 5 ib EET OED Pa. 1 9 
No 


reſiſtance. They juſtified the Americans, in that glorious 


a much to heed to them, were now called the advocates of 
the French. That glorious reſiſtance was ultimately ſucceſsful, 


dence called for means of prevention and defence; and to 
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Now to ſhew that the Houſe in its preſent, ſtate was unfit for 
the functions which it ought to diſcharge, he referred to the 
hiſtory of the American war. It was dangerous to make a con- 
ceſſion in argument, for on that conceſſion was generally built 
ſome aſſertion very different from what had been — He 


had once admitted that the American war was popular in the be- 


ginning: and on that had been built the aſſertion, that he had 
called it the war of the people. He never called, nor meant to 


call it ſo—for, in truth, it was nothing leſs than the war of the 
court. By the court the project of taming America was con- 


ceived, and the people were 9 to believe that their mo- 
ney would be ſaved, and their burdens eaſed, by a revenue 


drawn from another country. Thus were they firſt deluded, 
and then bribed, by an appeal to their pockets, into an approba- 


tion of the ſcheme of the court. This was no aſſumption of his, 
tor it was perfectly well known, that when a conſiderable addi- 


tion to the ſtanding army was propoſed, the country gentlemen 


were induced to agree to it, by hints that the expence would 
be defrayed from another quarter, inſtead of falling upon them, 
In compliance with the withes of the court, the. Houſe paſſed 
the memorable ſtamp act. The ſtamp. act was reliſted and 
repealed; and the repeal was as popular as the paſſing of it had 

een. Was this a preſumption that the war was the war of the 
people? Was it not, on the contrary, a clear proof that the 


people had no definite idea of the object of the war? When, by 


ſublequent acts of the ſame nature and ſimilar reſiſtance. on the 


part of America, the war was brought on, then indeed the in- 


dignation of the people was excited by the ſuppoſed -ingratitude 
of the colonies to the mother country; their paſſions inflamed; 
the love of military glory, natural to the minds of a great and 
brave nation, wa ; and the war became popular. But the 


war itſelf was the act of the court, deluding the people by the 


{ubſerviency of the Houſe of Commons. The Houſe paſſed: the 
ſtamp act; the Houſe took all the other meaſures that led to the 
war, and voted that it ſhould be ſupported, not as the organ of 
the people, but as the obedient ſervant of the court. What was 
a ſucceſsful war he was. ſomewhat at a loſs to know. The 
American war from the beginning he had always called unſuc- 
ceſsful : but he was year after year. told that he was quite miſ- 
taken, and that the ſucceſs was fully adequate to every reaſon- 
able expectation. At length came the Anal blow, the capture 
of Lord Cornwallis and his army the war was acknowledged 
to be unſucceſsful, and the Houſe put an end to it; but not till 
ſeyeral years after the people had begun to ſend up petitions and 
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In fome of the petitions the accumulation of the public debt 


| was imputed to the defect of the repreſentation, and he was forry 
| to ſee ſuch an abſurdity in them. The accumulation of the 


public debt was the neceſſary conſequences of the wars which 
ve had been obliged to maintain, in defence of our Fonſtirution 
and our national independence; and he for one had no ſcfuple in 
declaring, that every, war in which we had been engaged, from 
the revolution to the American war, was both juſt and neceſſary, 
He would therefore acquit the Houſe of all the debt contracted, 
except for the American war, and as much as might fairly be 
imputed to too remiſs a ſuperintendance of the expenditure of 
| public money: for all the debt contracted to ſupport the Ameri- 
can war, after that war became unpopular, the Houſe of Com- 
mons was undoubtedly anſwerable. It was not enough for pre- 
venting wars that we were diſpoſed to cultivate” peace, if our 
neighbours were not as peaceably diſpoſed as ourſelves. When 
therefore the petitioners talked of preventing wars by reforming 
the Houſe of Commons, they forgot that the work would be 
but half done, unleſs. they could give as good a conſtitution to 
France as England would then have poſſeſſed. But when he 
mentioned this, he raiſed no argument from it againſt the gene- 
ral prayer for a reform in the repreſentation. A Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke), on preſenting his plan of 
conciliation with America in 1775, made a ſpeech, in which the 
virtues and the efficacy of repreſentation were. diſplayed with a 
force and clearneſs unequalled. Were the people of Ireland 


oſtility to Engliſhmen, what was the remedy ?—Repreſentation. 
Were the counties of Cheſter and Durham full of diſcontent 
nd diſorder, what was the remedy ?—Repreſentation. Repre- 
entation was the univerſal panacea, the cure for every evil. 
hen the Engliſh conſtitution had once ariſen in their ſight, all 
vas harmony, within and without— Ya 


; — Simul | alba natitis 
| Sͤtella refulſit, 
Defluit ſaxis agilatus humor; 
Concidunt venti, fugiuntque nubes; 
Et minax (fic Di voluere) ponto 
Uuada recumbit. | | 55 
Let gentlemen read this ſpeech by day, and meditate on it hy 
ight ; let them peruſe it again and again, ſtudy it, imprint it 
their minds, impreſs it on their hearts they would there 


learn, that repreſentation was the ſovereign remedy for ev 
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evil, the infallible ſecurity againſt popular diſcontent ; let them 
learn this, and give to the people not the unreal mockery, but 
the efficient ſubſtance of repreſentation... e 

He came next to conſider the conduct of the Houſe ſince the 
American war. When the India bill, which he had the ho- 
'nour to propoſe, was loſt, was it becauſe the bill was unpopular? 
By no means. Whatever odium had been afterwards, excited 


"_ it, the people had then expreſſed no diſapprobation, 
h 


e Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) had no hand in 
its defeat; for ready and able as he was to ſpeak againſt it, it 
paſſed the Houſe of Commons by a great majority. By whom 
then was it thrown out? Let the merit be given to thoſe whom 
it belonged—it was thrown out by certain bed-chamber Lord; 
acting under the direction of thoſe who had acceſs to adviſe the 
King:—The. diſmiſſion of the miniſtry followed the rejection 
of the bill, and the Houſe of Commons adhered to the diſcarded 
Miniſters. The Right Honourable Gentleman would ſurely 
allow that the Houſe, in order to execute its functions, ought 
to command reſpe&t. Did it command reſpect on that occa- 
ſion? was it reſpected by the Crown, by the Peers, or by the 
People? The adviſers of the Crown diſregarded its remonſtrances; 


the Peers came to reſolutions cenſuring its proceedings; and the 


People treated it not as their organ in the conſtitution, and. the 
guardian of their rights, but as a faction leagued to oppreſs them, 
with whom they had no common intereſt or common cauſe. 
Since that period, the Houſe had not only commanded reſpect 
but praiſe from thoſe who were permitted to adviſe the Crown— 
not by oppoſition, but by prompt obedience; not by a watchful 
and jealous guardianſhip. of the intereſts of the people, but by 
1mplicit confidence in Miniſters, and pliant acquieſcence in the 
meaſures of the court—thrice had that Houle of Commons, 
which he ſhould never mention but with honour, reſiſted the 
influence of the Crown, and nothing then was talked of but a 
reform of parliament. The Houſe of Commons had been now 
for nine years a complaiſant and confiding body, and the cry 
of reform from thoſe who were formerly the loudeſt and molt 
active was heard no more. Reform was then the only thing 
that could fave the conſtitution ; the very ſound of reform was 
now pregnant with the moſt imminent and gigantic danger. 
When that Houſe of Commons reliſted the influence of the 


court, they were; told, that they were not the repreſentatives of 
the people; that they were not fo choſen as they ought to be; 
they felt that the charge was true in part, and were eafily in- 
duced to give credit to the whole. Had that Houſe of Commons 
been choſen in a leſs objectionable manner; had the people cor- 
ſidered them as their repreſentatives; could they have been ſo 
eh „„ contemptuoully 
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1 uouſly treated and fo ignominiouſly diſmiſſed as they 
re? Þ — people would bo ſeen rac the cauſe of their | 
repreſentatives was the ſame with their own ; they would have 
given them their confidence and their ſupport; But, it was ſaid, 
a Houſe of Commons ſo choſen as to be a complete repreſentative 
the people would be too powerful for the Houſe of Lords, 
and even for the King. They would aboliſh the one, and dif- 
miſs the other. If the King and the Houſe of Lords were un- 
eceſſary and uſeleſs branches of the conſtitution, let them be 
iſmifſed and aboliſhed; for the people were not made for them, 


ouſe of Lords were felt and believed by the people, as he was 
confident they were, to be not only uſeful but eſſential parts of 
the conſtitution, a Houſe of Commons freely choſen by, and 
ſpeaking the ſentiments of, the people, would cheriſh and protect 


em. 2 | | | 
| In the Ruſſian armament what had been the mode of pro- 
eeding? The Miniſter thought proper to arm againſt Ruſſia, 
ind the Houſe of Commons was called upon to vote the ſupplies. 


ent, or to judge of its propriety? No—they were told that to 


In the mean time the people ſhewed their diſapprobation of a 


on the Houſe of Commons to agree with him in this change of 
inion ; and the Houſe acquieſced. He would neither allow 
e Houſe of Commons to judge in the firſt inſtance, nor 
through them look for the opinion of the people in the ſecond. 
e was to collect the opinion of the people, and tell thoſe who 
ought to be their repreſentatives and the organ of their ſenti- 
nts what their opinion was. The leſſon thus held out to 


by a ready ſubſervieney to whatever they require. If you pre- 
ſume to counteract . you may enjoy the conſciouſneſs of 
ing the public without hope of reward ; but from power and 
ation, from all the fair objects of honourable ambition, you 
are for ever excluded.“ . EO] 
Having thus ſhewn, that the Houſe of Commons, as now con- 
ſtituted, was neither adequate to the due diſcharge of its duties at 


preſent, nor afforded any ſecurity that it would be fo in future, 


what remained for him to anſwer but general topics of decla- 
mation? He had'' ſufficient confidence in the maxims he had 
early learned, and ſufficient 1 22 for the authors from _ 
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ut they for the people. If, on the contrary, the King and the 


h within the bounds which the conſtitution had aſſigned 


ere they allowed to inquire into the neceſſity of that arma- 


iniſters it belonged to judge, and to them to confide, and on 
this implicit confidence they voted the ſums demanded of them. 


ar with Ruſſia; the Miniſter adopted their ſentiments; called 


every man in the Houſe was this“ If you look for honour or 
wer, you muſt take care to conciliate the adviſers of the crown 
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might have been aſked if they would alter 


gentlemen talked of the danger of raſh innovation, and the pr 
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he learned them, to brave the ridicule now attempted to be 


throivn upon all who avowed opinions that, till very lately, had 


been received as the fundamental principles of liberty. He was 


ready to ſay with Locke, that government originated not only 


yr but om the people, and that the people were the legitimate 
- ſovereign in every community. If ſuch writings as were now 


branded as ſubverſive of all government had not been read and 
ſtudied, would the Parliament of 1740 have done thoſe great 
and glorious things, but for which we might have been now 


receiving the mandates of a deſpot, like Germans or any other 


ſlaves. A Noble Lord (Mornington) had diſcovered, that 


_- Rouſſeau, in his Social Contract, had ſaid a very extravagant 


thing. He was not very well qualified to judge, for he had 
found the beginning of the Social Contract ſo extravagant that he 
could not read it through ; but he believed it was one of the 
moſt extravagant of that author's works. He did not mean to 


ſay that the Noble Lord had produced an extravagant fay- 


ing from Rouſſeau as a novelty ; but it was ſomewhat remark- 
able that an extravagant thing, from the moſt extravagant work 
of an extravagant foreign author, ſhould. be produced as an ar- 
gument againſt a reform in the repreſentation of the people of 
Great Britain. Reverence for antiquity was then appealed to, 


and gentlemen were aſked if they would conſent to alter that 


which in former times had been productive of ſuch important 
acquiſitions to liberty. With equal 1 our anceſtors 

that conſtitution 
under which ſo great an acquiſition to liberty as Magna Charta 
had been obtained; and yet after the acquiſition of Magna 
Charta, the condition of this country had been ſuch as was rather 
to be execrated and deteſted, than cheriſhed and admired. When 


advantages of temperate and ſlow reform, they might find all 
they had to fay anticipated in a much more dealer treatiſe than 
any of their ſpeeckes, viz.— The Tale of a Tub, where brother 
Jack's tearing off the Jace points and embroidery from his coat, at 
the hazard of reducing the coat itſelf to tatters, and brother 
Martin's cautiouſly picking it up ſtitch by ſtitch, exhibited an ab- 
ſtract of all their arguments on the ſubject. The ſeptennial act, 
jn the opinian of many, had been the means of preſerving the 
Houſe of Brunſwick on the throne. But had ſuch an Houſe of 
Commons as the preſent been then in being, what would have 
become of the Houſe of Brunſwick and the Proteſtant ſucceſſion ? 
% What,” they would have faid, ** adopt fo violent an innova- 
tion as feptennial, inſtead of triennial parliaments ; do you mean 
ti ſubvert the whole fabric of the conſtitution ?- Triennial parlia- 
ments were” ſanctioned at the glorious epoch of the revolution; 
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to triennial parliaments we owe all the proſperity, all the 
glory of the reigns of King William and Queen Anne; to 
triennial parliaments are we indebted for the victory of Blen- 
heim. As rationally might they have ſaid, that to triennial 
parliaments they were indebted for the 10 of Blenheim, 
as it. might be now ſaid, that to the right of Old Sarum to fend 
members to Parliament, we were inde for our annual ex- 
ports being increaſed ſeven millions. If to ſuch ſources as theſe 
national proſperity was to be traced; if for the eſſence of our 
conſtitution we were to repair to a cottage on Saliſbury plain 
or, for the ſake of antiquity more reverend, let us take Stone 
Henge for Old Sarum then might we undertake pilgrimages to 
the ſacred ſhrine, and tell each admiring ſtranger, ** not 
for the cauſes of our envied condition in the ſyſtem of our go- 
vernment and-laws ; here reſides the hallowed depoſit of all the 
happineſs we enjoy; but if you move one of thoſe rugged ſtones 
from another the Britiſh conſtitution is thrown from its baſis 
and levelled with the duſt.” | 5 

A Right Honourable Friend of his (Mr. Wyndham was 
chairman of the Downton committee) had been lately employed 
for many weary days in examining the diviſion of burgage te- 
nures to be found in a trench at Downton. Had it occurred to 
him, that in this trench he was ſearching for the moſt eſſen- 
tial principles of the conſtitution, the inveſtigation would have 
been ſome what leſs irkſome, the labours ſomewhat leſs faſtidi- 
The petition preſents facts into which the Houſe was bound 
to inquire, both in its legiſlative and its inquiſitorial capacity. 
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In the petition it was affirmed that Peers nominated members to 


ſeats in the Houſe; and they had a ſtanding order, that no Peer 
ſhould interfere in elections. — In the petition it was aſſerted 
that bribery and corruption were openly practiſed at elections; 
and they had a ſtanding order againſt bribery and corruption. 
Let thoſe facts be inquired into, or theſe idle denunciations be 
expunged from their journals. A ſelect committee had reported 
| bribery againſt certain electors of Stockbridge; and a bill of 
pains and penalties, which had been founded on that report, 
| had been rejected. He was not ſorry for it he wiſhed not to 
| ſee a poor man puniſhed for ſelling kia vote, while the fale of 
| ſeats was connived at, The corruption of an individual voter 
was undoubtedly an evil, but ſmall in compariſon of the miſ- 
chievous effects which the ſale of ſeats muſt produce on the 
minds of the ſellers and the buyers, while both of them knew 
| that # was againſt law. Let the Houſe enquire and put a ſtop 
to ſuch practices, or avow their expediency, and repeal the laws 


that made them criminal, | 
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The lateneſs of the hour, the clearneſs of the cauſe, -and the 
_ danger of rejecting the motion, rendered it unneceſſary for him 


to inſiſt farther upon it. One word only with reſpe& to the 


time. It was triumphantly ſaid, by gentlemen on the other 
| de, that, ninety-nine out of every hundred of the people of 
England were well affected to the conſtitution, and he believed 
that tliey were right. Where then was the danger of inquiring 


into the defects of the conſtitution with a view of corfecting 
| them? Could they hope for ſome golden period, in which the 
proſition of the il] affeQed would be lefs than as one to ninety- 


nine? The objection to the time was therefore a fallacy, a mere 
pretext for putting off what the ere could not velp 2 to 
be neceſſary, but felt unwilling to | 
Mr. WINDHAM faid a few wo! 20 e 705 
Several members roſe to ſpeak, but the Houſe calling loudly 
for the queſtion, it was put, and the Houfe divided, 
For referring the pefition to a _—_—— „ 


| Againſt i it - = 282 5 
Adjourned at a quarter paſt four, E 
The following is a lift of the minority © on the We bees 
R. H. Charles James Fox I James Martin 
Charles Grey IW. Smith „ 
M. A. Tayſor 45 | W. H. Lambtoß 
F. Franeis | 5 Joſeph ] Jari: 
Wharton ir W ve b Bart. 
J. Erſkine „8. N John: 7 
Lord R. Spencer W. Lee Antoine 
R. H. Colonel Fitzpatrick | Amliffe Shaw 
T. Thompſon Edward Bouverie 
W. Baker I George Byng 
Em Lord J. Ruſſell 
ee 5 | Clement Taylor 
E | Sir J. Jervis, K. B, 
Wycombe TJ Colonel Macleod 
f min Vaughan I Thomas Whitmore 
155 __ BH» IW. Plamer +. 
| bank John Harriſon . 
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F The following is a copy of the NoTTINGHAM PETITION. pre- 
T To:the” Honourable Housg of Commons." 
In an hour pregnant with alarm to ſome, with expectation to 
| others, and eventful to all, we approach your honourable Houſe, 
reſpectfully to petition for that right, on which the an of 
your body, the happineſs of our ee of and perhaps 
the very being and preſervation of our conſtitution depend.— 
From various cauſes the conſtitution of theſe kingdoms has paſſed 


4 into the groſſeſt abuſe, ſo as to inſult the common ſenſe of the 
: nation with a name, when the reality is gone. This conftitu- 
1 tion is boaſted to conſiſt of three ſeparate independent eſtates, 


united only by a co-operation for the common good: and the 
ſecurity for this union is ſuppoſed always to reſt on the pre- 
{ ſerving inviolate the diſtinguiſhing character of each of theſe 
three eſtates. Your honourable Houſe is one of them, and it is 
of its eſſence that it he the proper repreſentative of the people, 
that it be elected by them, and them alone, and that the fin 
| of monarchy, or of the nobles, ſhall not enter into the creation 
| of your honourable. body. But this important right of the peo- 
ple is fo far uſurped and paſſed from them, that the majority of 
| your Houſe is affirmed to be created by other will than that of 
| the people; and that thus created, it looks up to other favour 
| than that of the people, whereby the confidence of the people in 
| their ſuppoſed repreſentatives is leſſened if not deſtroyed. From | 
| this abuſe have been deemed to iſſue, and muſt continue to iſſue, 8 
evils of the higheſt magnitude to this nation. We receive the 
conſtitution of England, as theory preſents it to our view, and 
| our petition is that it be reſtored) to this perfect character. In 
| preſenting this petition with plainneſs and firmneſs, we act with 
equal wiſdom and patriotiſm, nor fear any calumny which a 
corrupt intereſt, acting upon ignorance, may propagate againſt 
us. Reſtoration and no revolution is our wiſh, and therefore 
we aſk in full confidence for thoſe rights of the people which the 
conſtitution contemplates. Our petition to your honourable 
Houſe is compriſed in theſe plain and intelligible objects; that 
no member of your Houſe be elected by a leſs number of the 
people of England than may be deemed to bear a true propor- 
tion to the whole number of adult males in the kingdom; that 
| the duration of Parliaments return to its ancient uſage, and the 
| preſent mode of election be aboliſhed, as diſgraceful to a civilized 
country; and we pray your honourable Houle, to adopt and pa- 
tronize ſo ſalutary and healing a reform, and ſave your country 
from the wreck of deſpotiſm, or the wreck of anarchy. The 
granting this petition can leſſen no power but that which ought 
e pe * 9 not 
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not to-exift, while it will aſſuredly bring back that temperament 
of power which will quiet wy! e appeaſe every diſcontent, 
and eflabliſh on firm ground, the character, the peace, and the 
_ of theſe kingdoms. 7 7 TF 
ith this petition, which we truſt will approve itſelf to your 
honourable Houſe, and to its concurrence and ſupport, by its 
plain wiſdom, juſtice, and utility, we think it to be a further 
duty which we owe ourſelves, to aſſert before your Houſe, and 
before all England, our claim to the character both of loyalty 
and of peace: that we are actuated by no ſecret, no ſeditious 
views; that by no other than peaceable and dignified means we 
will labour to the effecting our virtuous purpoſe ; in fine, we 
mean not to pull one ſtone out of the proper building of the 
Engliſh Conſtitution ; but that corner ſtone which has been dan- 
＋ N ſubtracted from it, it is our duty to reclaim, and it will 
the glory of your honourable Houſe to reſtore. þ 
following ſtatement of the proportions in which the elec- 
ow franchiſe is diſtributed among that of electors who 
return the majority of the 513 repreſentatives for England 
and Wales, may be conſidered a very proper illuftration of 
the preceding important debate. PE : 
Places where the right of voting is in burgage and other tenures of a 
: LY x ern e . 4 


Number of Voters. Members. Number of Voters. Members, 


Appleby 220 2 Malton 200 
Aſhburton 200 2 Midhurſt 100 
Great Bedwin 80 2 Northallerton 200 
Beeralſton 100 2 Petersfield 154 
Blechingly 90 2 Richmond 270 
Boroughbridge 7 2 Rippon 1286 
Bramber 3 2 Ryegate 200 - 
Clithero 102 2 Saltah 
Cockermouth 260 2 Old Sarum 7 
Downton 20 2 Thirſke 50 

| = er meg 36 2 . 7 1 45 

eyt 0 4 u 0 

ee 5 | 2 - * 
Knateſborough 110 2 Electors 2938 ret. 52 


Aldborough (Suf- 2 

folk) ) 35 2 Bewdley | 14 1 
Andover 1 2 Biſhop's Caſtle, go 2 
Banbury | VF 36 2 
Bath * * Dome 20 : 


VVT 


Places where the number of voters does not exceed 50. 73 


ww > = OoQ- 


Q Aa © == ka qnoc == 
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DD 00D HD 


Lymington 18 


Ius ans ss aas 


Lyme Regis 31 
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nen,, 5 Numer of Voters, Members 
Brackley eee, Malmeſbury 9 ; 
Buckingham e . Marlborough  , 7 2 
G "7 36 2 St. Mawes: 38 24 
Camelford I9 2 Of. MO, „ 5.1 A 
Caſtle Rifing 50 2 Newport (H ants) 24. 2 
Chrittcharch 40 2 Newton ( 5 
. oa; 0 Ohire) * 50 2 
Devizes 30 2 Newtown (Hants) 36 2 
Wi SEES RON T WE 
Dunwich ' 40 * Romney 5 
Eaſt Looe 20 2 Rye | 1 
Edmonſbury 8 Searboroagh 2 
G 7 > «0 2 Taviſtock 8 
dt. Germains 20 2 Thetford 77 ES 
Grampound 1 Fiverton : 26 * 
Harwich 31 2 Truro - 20" 2 
Helſton * 30 2 Wilton 30 2 
Haſtings 3 2 Winchelſea 2 
Launceſton 20 2 Wycombe wy e 
Liſceard 9 580 2 menen 11 1 
Leſtwithiel 24 * — — 

2 
Fg 


Places where the W of voters does not exceed 100. 5 


Agmondeſham o 2 Oakhampton 99 1 
Aldborough{ Lork- "Poole 100 2 
. thire) [7 2 Portſmouth 660 ö. 
Callington 62 2 Saliſburxß, 58 
Dartmouth 98 2 Seatord ** 2 
eſt Looe : 70 2 Steyning 100 2 
owey 63 2 Stockbridge 100 2 
reat S 75 2 Totneſs 8a 
Haſlemere 60 2 T regony 60 
Higham Ferrers 84 2 Wenlock 1 1 
Hythe „ gb 2 Whitchurch 2002778 
Montgomer: 90 „ — — 
Newport (Corn- Elector⸗ 80 ret. 1 475 
wall) . | | 
Phi * the number of voters does not exceed vs tres 
Arundel 190 2 Bridport 180 e 


Boſton | 200 2 Chippenham 140 


Ne 


Vor. UI. F Cambridge 


Electors Lage: ret. 100 
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Number oſ Voters, Members. Number of Voters. Members, 
Dorcheſter 200 2 Wincheſter ene 
id {95 105" —— — 
Guildford 120 2 ., _  EleQtors 4461 ret. 50 
Hindon 200 2 Places where the number of 
Huntingdon 200 2 woters does not exceed 300. 
„ 
Ludgerſhall 110 2 Sfidgewnter,. 230. hi 
Minehead 160 2 , et Bebo, 
age Port 114 2 4 wet. 4 
lorpeth _ 200 * TT ea 
Pi 140 2 ABSTRACT. 
Plymouth 100 T /- 1, left}: 
Plympton | 104 2 1,449 — 100 
Queenborough 131 2 I,781 — 45 
Retford 1134 2 4.44 — 50 
Wallingford 140 2 446 — 4 
Wareham 150 2 —  _—— 
Wendover 120 2 11,075. return 257 
_ Woodſtock 200 2 ole bigt oH ee 


Note. It will not be improper to aſſure the public, that the 
general accuracy of this ſtatement may be depended upon. It is 
not . pretended to give the preciſe number of voters in each par- 
ticular borough. But it can be vouched, that the claſſes into 
which the ſtatement is divided, is perfectly correct; that is, that 
' thoſe places ſet down in the ſecond claſs hs not more than 
voters; in the third claſs not more than 100; and fo. of the 
May 8. 

No debate. 


„ 
Yon 5 „ IMrRESSs EA Lion 
Mr. GREY (aid, he ſhould ſtate to gentlemen on the other 


ſide of the Houſe certain circumſtances which, in his opinion, 


deſerved their moſt ſerious attention; although at the preſent 


moment he had nothing to move upon them himſelf, The ſub- 
ject to which he alluded was the practice of impreſſing feamen 
into the ſervice of the navy of this country ; upon the legality 
or illegality of that practice he ſhould ſay nothing at preſent, 
| becauſe whatever opinion he might have upon that queſtion; 11 
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had no doubt of the neceſſity of the practice at this time ; he 


| muſt however fay, that he hoped ſome remedy would hereafter 
de found to the | gens evil that reſulted from that practice, for 
| to ſay the beſt © 


it, and after all the conſiderations that could be 
given to the neceſſity on which it was founded, it was a practice 


| utterly ys er ne to the general principles of a free conſtitution... 
| made 


Havin theſe * obſervations, he came now to ſpecify 
e 


ſolicited the attention of the Houſe. On 


Shields was ſurrounded by the military, and the inhabitants were 
overawed, and a preſs-gang appeared; they entered not only pub- 


| lic but alſo private houſes, and conducted themſelves with ſuch 


violence as to become the general terror of the whole town. In 
one houſe they entered the chamber of a perſon by force, and at 
another took ſeven women naked out of bed, thruſt their bayo- 


| nets into cloſets, under beds, and inany other places, under pre- 


tence of authority for ſearching for ſeamen for the ſervice of his 
Majeſty's navy. Of theſe things he had general information by 
letter; but not chooſing to ſay any thing upon vague authority, 
he wrote to a gentleman in 5 town, who was one of his con- 
ſtituents, and the anſwer he received confirmed the former in- 
formation. He faid, that he did not mention this with a view 
500 's Miniſters ever had, or ever 


trade and commerce of the town of Shields, and ſaid he had not 
heard of any of the diſturbances to which the Honourable Gen- 
tleman / alluded; he ſaid he was inclined to ſuſpect that theſe ac- 
counts had been a little exaggerated. Fe | 
Mr. SMITH ſtated that 0 had a letter from Shields, giying 
an account of many perſons being impreſſed, but, on their bein = 
taken before the regulating captain, they were diſcharged ; the 
letter ſtated nothing of the violent proceedings to which the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman alluded, But certainly, as the caſe had 
been ſtated, enquiry ſhould be made into the ſubject, and if it 
ſhould be found that any perſons had ſo miſconducted themſelyes, 
they ſhould be brought to puniſhment + 8 
Mr. LAMBT ON ſaid he had a letter from the town of 
Shields to the ſame effect as that mentioned by his Honoufable 
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The bufineſs then, ended with an underſtanding that an en- 


quiry ſhould take place from the proper officers, and means taken 

to diſcourage ſuch outrages in future. |, 
RAR IR . KING'S PROCLAMATION. (Pe pay © 5 N 

Mr. WHITBREAD moved, that the proclamation of the 


King, dated the 20th of February laſt, be read. It relates to the 
prohibiting certain perſons then on board his Majeſty's packet 
from Calais from landing at Dover until his Majeſty's further 
orders. The proclamation being rede. 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid he had the ſatisfaction of thinking it 
would not be neceſſary for him to detain the Houſe with obſer- 
vations of any conſiderable length upon this ſubject, but before 
he ſtated the facts upon which he ſhould ground the form of his 
proceeding, he begged leave to make a few obſervations upon 
the proclamation which the Houſe had juſt heard read. It was 
a meaſure in its nature fo unconſtitutional and tyrannical that it 
could be exceeded, in impropriety, only og the manner in which 
it had been carried into execution, ere was no perſon in 
that Houſe, or in this country, more unwilling to conſent to the 
abridgment of the juſt prerogatiyes of the Crown than himſelf, 
or more eager to preſerve them; but he thought there could be 
no prerogative that gave authority for the exerciſe of that pro- 
clamation, or if there was, fuch a power ſhould be conſidered, 
for he held jt to be an indiſputable point in the conſtitution of 
this country, that no prerogative. ſhould be held by the Crown, 
except ſuch as conduced to the happineſs of the people. Lately, 
however, in the- courſe of a debate. upon. one of the clauſes of 
the traiterous correſpondence. bill (a clauſe which Miniſters be- 
came fo aſhamed of, that they abandoned the diſcuſſion of it, 
and gave it up), one of the law officers of the crown (the Soli- 
citor General) thought fit to afſert, 4+ That his Majeſty had a 
Tight to regulate the paſſage into his kingdom. To which, 
Ate. Whitbread ſaid, he would anſwer, that his Majeſty never 
had, nor by the conſtitution of this country can have, any ſuch 
 right—a right to prevent an innocent ſubject from landing in 
any of the King's dominions.—But the order in council, or pro- 
_ clamation, aſſumed that right, and agreed with the opinion of 
the Learned Gentleman; and if that was the cafe, his Majeſty 
had power under certain circumſtances to condemn, without any 
' reaſon, any perſon he thought fit, to baniſhment from his native 
land for ever—A power which his Majeſty never had by law, 
or ever ought to have.— He admitted the prerogative of the 
Crown to lay an embargo upon ſhips in time of war, but ſuch 
a power 1 8852 exerciſed under this order his Majeſty —_— 
1 8 5 3 +. 1 „ oa, T's havg 
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j- have by the law of England, and therefore the act in queſtion: 
n was an act of tyranny. Beſides the conſtitutional objections he 
had ſtated to this order in- council, he had objections to it in 
point of policy and upon the principles of juſtice; it would be 
impolitic to prevent the landing of innocent individuals, becauſe 
ie that act would diſguſt all honeſt men who heard of it; it was 
ie inſt the principles of juſtice, becauſe the Miniſters of the 
et Lxecutive Power muſt always in ſuch caſes proceed, if they pro- 
er ceeded at all, upon the information of deſpicable informers, who 
had their avarice or pique to gratify. Such a power would be 


it as troubleſome to the Secretary of State as that which he derived 

T- from the alien bill, and more troubleſome in the exerciſe than 

re any other he had, either as Secretary of State, "Treaſurer of the _ 
lis Navy, Preſident of the Board of Controul, Deputy Keeper of the 

on dignet in Scotland, Joint Patentee of the Theatre Royal there, or 

as Printer of the Holy Bible. Pluralift as the Right Honourable 
it Gentleman was, he had nat one office, the exerciſe of which 
ch | would be more troubleſome, or leſs profitable to him, than that 

in which he might exerciſe under the above order of council. 


he The whole principle of the order Mr. Whitbread maintained to 
It, be againſt the very ſpirit of the law of England, which was, that 


be every man was preſumed to be innocent until he was proved to 
o- be guilty. It would be in vain that the conſtitution had de- 
d, clared that a man ſhould Rnow the nature of the charge to be 
of exhibited againſt him, when he was deprived of his freedom. It 
In, would be in vain that the conſtitution had declared, that no 
ly, man ſhould be puniſhed without trial, or without being heard 
of in his defence; all theſe points were violated by the execution 


be of the order of council, to whom he had already alluded. 
it, Having made theſe obſervations, Mr. Whitbread then came to a 


li- ſtatement of the facts on which they aroſe. It was well known, 
da that ſome time previous to the proclamation, the National Con- 
ch, vention of France paſſed a decree, enjoining all Engliſhmen in 
ver France to quit it within eight days; in conſequence of which 
ich ſeveral Engliſhmen came tq Calais, with a view of embarking 
in for Dover; and in a ſhort time they came to that port in the 
ro- Expreſs Packet, but there they were met by certain officers, who 
| of alkeq them whether they had paſſports from Mr. Dundas, with 
ſty leave to land in England ; they anſwered they had not ; they 
ny were then told, that as that was the cafe, they ſhould not land, 


ive and if they attempted: to do ſo, they would be reſiſted by force; 
vy, ſome of them however, by de a boat, contrived to land at 
the dome diſtance from the port; they were taken hy an officer frog 
ach W Bow, street, acting under the imperial mandate of Mr. Dundas. 
not carried on board the packet again, where they, together with: 
avs dhe other paſſengers, were detained for fve days, aud then diſ- 
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charged by the order of Mr. Dundas. This Mr. Whitbread 
maintained to be illegal, taken in any point of view. If there 
was no charge to be exhibited we# yy them, it was illegal of 
courſe. If there was a charge exhibited againſt them, they 


mould have been kept in cuſtody until trial, and therefore their 


diſcharge was 4 4 Theſe were the facts, Mr. Whitbread 
faid,, upon which he brought this fubject forward; and if there 
were not ſome fatality attendant on every thing propoſed from 
that ſide of the Houſe, he ſhould have had hopes the meaſure he 
intended to propoſe would-be adopted. He meant only to in- 
ſtitute an inquiry into the ſubject; in better times ſuch a mea- 
ſure would have been a matter of conrſe. However, be he vie- 
tor or vanquithed, he fought without fear, as he had an-excel- 
lent auxiliary, he had the conſtitution on his ſide. He did not 
know-whether there were any precedents for this- order of coun- 
cil, if there were, he did not care; for no precedents, however 
numerous, could ſanction a meaſure ſo repugnant to all the 
principles of juſtice, He could not help obſerving, however, 
that at the time our Miniſters declaimed ſo loudly againſt the 
unprincipled rapacity, and lawleſs confiſcations of the French 
convention, we ourſelves followed all the ſteps of that deſpotiſm, 


on the ruin of which aroſe the preſent anarchy, which now di- 


vided that mighty empire.— He wiſhed our councils to be better 
directed, in order to avoid ſimilar dangers. He then moved, 
That a committee be appointed to inquire into certain fats 
which took place at Dover the latter end of February laſt, 
e of council... dy hip 

Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS faid, that the facts alluded 
to by the Honourable Gentleman who made the motion now 
before the Houſe, did not warrant the concluſion which he 
drew from them. — If the affair alluded to was unjuſt, arbitrary, 
oppreflive, tyrannical, or illegal, all he could ſay was, that it 
was the reſult of the advice of the firſt law officers of the 
Crown; he did not mention this in order to implicate theſe 
gentlemen in the crime, if a crime it was, for he was perſuaded 
they gave the beſt advice they could upon the view they had 
af the ſubject; he only mentioned it to ſhew, that he had not 
proceeded haſtily upon the ſubjeft. He, however, had no 
doubt of the legality of the proceeding altogether. The 
queſtion was how far his Majeſty's power extended as to the 
hcenling his packet in going from his dominions to another 
country at war with us, and returning from thence. The 
principle of the law of nations, between two countries at war 
with each other was, that an entire end was put to all inter- 
courſe between them. He was perfectly prepared to defend 
the prerogative of the Crown, as in this reſpect. This principle, 
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in modern times, had been conſiderably modified for the con- 


venience of mankind in general, who in their advancement in 


civilization abated in their rancour and ferocity towards each 


other, even in time of hoſtility; and therefore in modern times 
degree of intereourſe had been kept up between nations at war 


with each other; this was for the mutual convenience of the 
contending powers, and might poflibly facilitate the eſtabliſn- 


ment of peace; this had been obſerved by the French and this 
country for ſome time after the commencement of hoſtilities: the 


| French however had thought fit to put an end to all communi- 


cation, for which he did. not blame them, becauſe- they were 
well juſtified and perfectly right in ſo doing, if they were con- 
vinced that putting an end to ſuch communication could be of 
the leaſt ſervice to them. Accordingly he maintained that the 
fame right exiſted in the executive government of this country, - 
and it was uſual to ay 6 paſſports to be applied for by the 
perſons paſſing under ſuch circumſtances from one country to 
the other. Theſe were his ideas of the law. of nations, as ap- 
plicable to this caſe. On the 2oth of February an end was 
put by the French to all communication between them and us, 
and therefore the whole matter would turn into a queſtion of 
expediency; and if there was any impropriety in the conduct of 
Miniſters upon this occaſion, they muſt fall under the cenfure 
of the Houſe. On the 22d of February he received a letter 
from Mr. Bell, the commander of the Expreſs Packet. This 
letter was dated Dover the 20th of February. It ſtated, that 
while he was. on ſhore at Calais, about 40 perſons came on 


board the packet by force, and when he came on board, they 


inſiſted on his ſetting fail for Dover; they hove the anchor, ſet 
the fail, and to Dover he was compelled to come. The perſons 
on board were Doctor Maxwell, ſeveral of the domeſtics of the 


Duke of Orleans, and others, ſome of whom were ſuſpected to 
come to this country with intentions much too horrid for him 


to mention; [Here he read ſeveral of the names of the perſons 
on board] obſerving alſo, that many of them were very ſuſpici- 
ous perſons, and therefore an order was fent by him, that they 
ſhould not be permitted to land until further information might 
be gained concerning them. The queſtion therefore was, ſup- 
poling the ſuſpicions to be natural, and the facts to be correctly 
ated, whether his conduct was right with regard to theſe per- 


ſons under all the circumſtances of this country at that time. 
He then gave an account of a paper, containing a ſtatement of 


the caſe, which he ſent to the King's Advocate, the Attorney 


my the Solicitor. General, the chief of which was to know: whe+ 


her the perſons who: had thus ſeized upon the King's packet at 
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Calais, and forced che captain of it to take them to Dover, 
csuld be profecuted for a miſdemèanor: the purport of the 


- 


\ . anſweriwas, that as the captain did not ſtate that he informed 
- © theſe'perfons of the order of council, it was not advifable to pro- 


ſeeute them in this caſe. Thoſe were the reaſons why they 


were diſcharged, and why they had been confined at all; their 


diſcharge took place from his having written a letter to the poſt 


maſter- general at Dover for that purpoſe ; with regard to himſelf 


he was feady to defend his conduct in a court of law, if Doctor 
Maxwell or any other perſon chooſed to commence his action; 


but as a court of law was fully competent to redreſs the griev- 


ance, if his conduct was ilegal, he ſubmitted to the candour and 
to the good ſenſe of the Houſe, whether it was prudent for 


them to (interfere in an extrajudicial inquiry. With regard to 


the obſervation of the Honourable Gentleman relative to the 


offices which he held, he could _— ſay he was much obliged to 


him for the information with reſpect to one of them, namely, 
that he was printer of the Holy Bible in Scotland; this was the 
firſt time he ever heard of his having that appointment. Hav- 
ing dwelt upon this point with much good humour, he con- 
cluded with declaring his oppoſition to the motion now before 
the Houſe. VV 
Mr. WHITBREAD in explanation obſerved, that he had 
always underſtood that the office of Printer of the Holy Bible 


in Scotland was an office of conſiderable emolument, and which 


the Right Honourable Gentleman poſſeſſed, as well as other 
offices of conſiderable emolument, but he was ſorry he did not 
poſſeſs it. There were, however, inſtances in which the 
name of one perſon appeared to an office which was in reality 
poſſeſſed by another; he hoped this was not one of them. 

Mr. FRANCIS ſaid, he would not trouble the Houſe with 


ſaying any thing upon the legality or illegality of the proelama- 


tion; but he muſt obſerve that the proceedings which took 


place at Dover did certainly appear to him extremely ſevere 


and tyrannical. It ſo happened that about forty Engliſhmen 
happened to be at Calais, and were placed in ſuch a ſituation, 
from the circumſtances exiſting in France at the time, that 


Fo they had no other ſecurity than getting on board the packet; 
they did ſo, —and when they came to England ſome of them 


were allowed to get aſhore, but others were kept rolling about 
on board the veſſel, in the moſt diſguſting ſituation and in the 
very worſt kind of impriſonment. It had been faid by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that this was a 
mere private injury that it ought to be left to the private indi- 


%%. 


* 
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in that 8 was his opinion. on ha 3 that it 


was a moſt. unjuſt, illegal, and oppreſſive exerciſe of power by 


the executive government, and that that Houſe might. and 


ought, to take: it up a8 a public meaſure, and to make it the 
ſubject of a parliamentary enquiry ; on which account the mo- 


tion of his. Honourabte Friend met with da mo 2 


hearty: concurrence. 
Mr. FOX faid, chat, as he differed in almoſt every 


from the Right, Honourable Secretary (Dundas), he thou ht m_ 
could not well. diſcharge his du — troubliag the 


with ſome few. obſervations.— The Right Honourable. Geatle- 
man had faid that the — 2 was only ſuch as had been 
uſual on ſimilar occaſions;— for his part, he neither knew nor 
had ever heard of any ſuch proclamation as the preſent on 

ſormer occaſion, but he wiſhed that thoſe over cps hich 


were alluded to as precedents had been ſpecified, ..He was 


dcidedly of opinion that the proclamation mp illegal, being 


com ſatisfied that the King has no rig t to ſay, that an 


Engliſh ſubject arriving here, either in a French ar Evgliſh 


E mall not be permitted to land in huis native ceunt 45 


It had been Gd that all intercourſe between the ſubjects of 
two countries muſt ceaſe in conſequence of the war; but, 


admitting this to be the caſe, and he did not diſpute it, what 
could be more unjuſt than this, that perſons ſhould be en- 
couraged to carry on trade with France under the commercial 
treaty, and that, happening to be in France, in the courſe f 


carrying on their buſineſs when the war commenced, they 
ſhould be prohibited to return — But, ſuppoſing the proclama- 
tion legal, it would ſtill remain to be conſidered, whether it 
as wiſe. It 9 to him that it would rather — 


of reaſoning, with 


this ſubject, ſor the Right 0 Gentleman had ſaid, 
that theſe —— were guilty of a crime in them- 
elves —.— of the King's packet; and that a caſe had — 


roſecution; but although it had been found inconvenient io 


proſecute them, it became neceſſary to detain them, for a time, 
by ſome foreible means; — it had a ſaid tog, that there were 


1. laſt deſcription, Mr. Fox ſaid, he was ready to admit that 
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$jo PARLIAMENTARY | | Commons, 
it might not de neceſſary for the executive power, on ſome oc- 


caſions of public danger and difficulty, to exceed the ſtrict limits 
| he hey nn ; truſting for the juſtification of the meaſure to 
| the nature of the exigency wbich called for it. But were 
thirty-ſix unſuſpected perſons to be puniſhed, becauſe there 
happened to be among them one or more other perſons againſt 
whom ſuch ſuſpicions lay, as might poſſibly ow e or 
unuſual proceedings on the part of government? The forcibly 
ſeizing upon 2 King's packet, or any other veſſel, was cer- 
"nay a erime puniſhable by law, totally independent of the 
proclamation ;. and if thoſe perſons who were ' otherwiſe un: 


ſufpeRted had been guilty of this crime, they were liable un- 


queſtionably to proſecution, and if proſecuted, and the crime 
proved, they ought to have been puniſhed ; but, if no proſecu- 
tion was brought againſt them, they muſt be conſidered to have 
been completely innocent. Mr. Fox then alluded to the 
notice which had been taken of the names of Dr. Maxwell 
and Mr. Stone, and reprobated, in ſtrong and pointed terms, 
the dreadful injuſtice and indecency of throwing out ſurmiſes 
againſt individuals, probably of good and irreproachable cha- 
racters, and who had done nothing illegal on account of their 
being members of, or connected with, certain aſſociations. The 
laſt argument of the Right Honourable Gentleman related to 
this being a private injury, and that it ſhould be left to the 
private individuals injured to apply for redreſs. He might poſ- 
ſibly have acquieſced in this opinion, had the pr 2 in 
queſtion been the act of inferior officers; but When done by 
uch · authority, under the direction of one of his Majeſty's Se- 
cretaries of State, and involving a matter of ſuch or im- 
portance, it ſeemed to him well worthy to be taken up, and 
inveſtigated by that Houſe. Mr. Fox urged ſeveral other argu- 
ments on the ſubject, and concluded with giving his Petey aflent 
to the motion of his Honourable Friend, ooo 
The ATTORNEY GENERAL faid, that the Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Whitbread) had moved for a committee to en- 
quire into the facts which had happened in confequence of the 
order of council; but that the facts which he had detailed, 
could not be connected with that order, was evident from at- 
tending to dates, It had been aſked; why thoſe perſons had not 
been proſecuted, if it was true that they had taken forcible poſ- 
ſeſſion of the packet; and alluſion had been made to an opinion 
given by the King's counſel. The queſtion put was, whether 
they could be puniſned under the proclamation? Which was 
ſurely impoſſible, as they could have no knowledge of it at the 
time; and, conſidering where the thing happened, it did not 
appear to him how they could have been puniſhed for the 155 
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bly ſeieing on the Packet, in any other manner, than one of 


—. * 


ſuch, ſeverity. as it would have been highly improper, in the 


circumſtances of the caſe, to have adviſed. It appeared to him 


a very ſtrong thing to deſire of that Houſe to take up the 


matter, when out of forty perſons, who have ſuppoſed to have 
ſuffered' indignity, and injury, there was not one who had 
thought of bringing a proſecution. He made ſeveral other ob- 
ſervations in reply to Mr. Fox and Mr. Whitbread, and 
againſt the motion; and concluded with ſaying, tliat a practice 


ſeemed to have prevailed of late among certain gentlemen in 
that Houſe, which appeared 

| proper, of ſtating facts, and moving for inquiry and inveſtiga - 
| tion, without proceeding any further. 


to him highly dangerous and im- 


Mr. EAST ſaid a few words againſt the motion. 
Mr. WHITBREAD explained. He ſaid that certain facts 


| had come to his knowledge which had been tranſacted under the 
proclamation; and he-thought it the beſt and moſt regular mode 


of proceeding to ſtate theſe facts, and to move for a committee 
to enquire into them. When the facts came to be properly be- 
fore the Houſe, it was certainly his intention to have founded 
upon them a motion with reſpect to the illegality of the pro- 
clamation, This led him to take notice of the obſervation made 


by the Honourable and Learned Gentleman (the Attorney | 


General), that it was miſchievous to ſtate facts without going 
any further. If facts had been ſtated; and committees of enquiry 
moved for, as had been done with reſpect to certain e 
which were ſaid to have taken place at the laſt election for 
Weſtminſter, in which an Honourable Member of that Houſe 
had been ſtated to be concerned; and alſo, on ſeveral other oc- 
caſions, by himſelf, and by ſome of his friends; to whom was 
it to be imputed, that, in theſe inſtances, the matter had gone no 
further? By whom had they been ſtopped ſhort, and prevented 
from proceeding? In the ſame way, in the preſent caſe, he had 
done his duty, and he waſhed his hands clean. He conceived 
the proclamation to be illegal; for it was unqueſtionably illegal 


and unconſtitutional to prevent an Engliſkman, who had been 


guilty of no crime, from landing in his native country; and this 
the proclamation ſeemed to him to do, in clear and preciſe 
erms. J. M6 LEB1 5k „„ 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid a few words on the 
lluſions to the proclamation, as having no reference to the 
otion. _ VVV Nd 8 | 


* 
4 


Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, he had alluded to it only in reply 


0 the Secretary of State, by whom it was introduced. 


Mr. ROSE complained of the alluſion to the motion of en- 
the 
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1771 PARLIAMENTARY | Common, 
the Welftminſter election. As a proof how ill-founded that mo- 
tion was, he had proſecuted a perſon for printing the very ſame 
charge contained in that motion, and in ſuch a way as to give 
the defendant am opportunity cf proving, if he could, that what 
he ſaid was true; but no attempt at proof was made, and a ver- 
dict was given againſt the defendant. * or En al 
Mx. (REV id, he recollected the proſecution to which the 
Honourable Gentleman alluded. The peragraph_on which it 
was founded purported, that the Honourable Gentleman had 
| Keen convicted in the Houſe of Commons of an improper inter- 
ference in the Weſtminſter election. The Honourable Gentle- 
man certainly was not convicted, becaufe he would not conſent 
that his conduct ſhould be inquired into, and the Houſe refuſed 
w inquire; and therefore the verdict of a court of juſtice againſt 
a perſon for printing that he was convicted, was no proof that 
the charge againſt him was not well foundet. | | 
Mr. ROSE ſaid, the paragraph referred to by the Honourable 
Gentleman was only one of two on which he had proſecuted, 
Mr. FOX ſpoke to order. It was a moſt extraordinary thing, 
chat when a member of the Houſe had made a charge, which he 
was ready. to ſubſtantiate by evidence, and which the Houſe re- 
fuſed to examine, it ould be faid that the charge was falſe, be- 
eauſe the printer of a newſpaper, who repeated the fame charge, 
or perhaps ſomething very different, was unable to ſupport it by 
evidence. On what principle was it to be 80 that 2 
member of that Houſe had no evidence, becauſe ſome other per- 
ſon, of whom he knew _— had none? Never. was an 
argument ſet up which tended ſo directly to fuppreſs all in- 
viry. He therefore called upon the Houſe, as they were gen- 
5 0 and men of honour, to difcountenance it. 


The queſtion on Mr. Whitbread's motion was put and ne- 
* The order of the day for going into a committee on the Hem- 
Hngton Hundred bill being feld. 
Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. 
M. A. Taylor, and Mr. Sheridan, oppoſed it on the ground, 


that any alteration of the law, in the caſe of riots and outrages. 


_ fo' atrocious, with reſpect to which there had been the appear- . 
ace of but too much indulgence already, would be of danger- 
ous example, and tend to induce the ignorant to believe has, 
on ſome occafions and ſome pretexts, they might violate the law, 

and deſtroy the property of their neighbours, with impunity. . 

Sir John Mordaunt, Mr. Buxton, Captain Berkeley, Sir H. 
Calrhorpe, the Attorney and Solicitor General, fupported it on 

the ground, that Birmingham, where the riots happened, was. 

| Liruated at the extremity of the Hundred, the greater part of the 
n F 5 . _-__ inhabitants 
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nhabitants of which were too diftant. even to laber of it tins 
enough to aid in ſuppreſſing it; and that the bill only tended to 
ſe 92 Hundred in the mode of Paying: the: e without 
njury to the ſufferers. | ” a 
1. Houſe reſolved i into the enn, and the vil was gone 
Ro a TY 
WT BTL OT Mar 10. 50 
| A few words, paſſed between Mr. Wii 1 Me. Naben 
ainſt, and Mr. Eliot, Mr, Wilberforce: &c. for the commit - 
ent of the Stockbridge election bill; after which the Houſe 
vided, | 75 | 
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For the commitment - 43 
Againſt T ei 29 
Adjourned to the 1 WF. | 
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On the Tf ep tar the report of the committee on 
— ANG: I charity bill, a ſhort e aroſe.— The Houſe di- 


For receiving the report | 1 
el, Againſt it — > 
The refatutions were then read and PTS: 8 
The report of the bill ſor authorizing magiſtrates to fine con- 
ables, overſeers of the poor, and other officers, for neglecting 
their duty, and to puniſh maſters for miſconduct towards appren- 
tices, was received, read, w__ to, and the bill was ordered to 
engrofled.  - 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, for the purpoſe b | 
ing into conſideration certain reſolutions reſpeCting the pro- 
gation of religion and morality in our ſettlements in dis 
r. WILBERFORCE moved two reſolutions ; the ſubſtance - 
which was, that it was the duty of Parliament to promote 
the cauſe of religion and morality in the Britiſh ſettlements in 
India; and that to this end the Eaſt India Company ſhould 
obliged to take chaplains to be approved by the Archbiſhop / 
Canterbury, or Biſhop. of London for the time being, on © 
ard of 'every ſhip employed in their ſervice, of a rate to be 
cified, and to ſtation oli in proper ſituations at the dif- 3 
_ faQories in ao. R | 5 1 3 0 
r. FRANCIS ſaid. t at no one could wit propriety oppoſe - 
eſolutions which had for their object the cauſe of morality and 
eligion; but ſtill he muſt obſerve, that from his own. ex- 
rience on board the Company's ſhips and ſhips of war, x4 
ains would be found to he of very little uſe, — the little diſ- 
Which dhe * felt en to them. The appoint- 
| 18888 


a? 


& 


; og therefore would have, in his opinion, no other effect, than 


| that of creating patronage, and bringing upon the company a 


| certain, expenee, for a very precarious pro 15 
Mr. S. THORNTON ſupported the reſolutions, becauſe 
they were, in his opinion, likely to be productive of great good. 
Mr. FRANCIS ſaid, he was ſure that the object was good, 
but that it would be evaded. By the charter the company was 


already bound to take a chaplain on board of every ſhip of 600 


tons burden, and carrying 100 men; but to evade this it was 
known. that the ſhips were always rated at 599 tons, and carried 
anly.g99 men; ſo that not one of them had a akin, e 
CAPTAIN BERKELY inſiſted that chaplains were of very 
great uſe on board of his Majeſty's ſhips, and he preſumed that 
on board other ſhips they would be equally beneficial. The 
queſtion was at laſt put on each of the tworefolutions ſeverally, 
and carried without a divifion. 7 rg png e 
The Houle then reſolved itſelf into a committee on the 


EY INDIA ANNUITY BILL, „ 
Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that the proprietors of the annuities 
paid by the India Company might conſider themſelves as entitled 
to be paid off at par at the end of three years, in conſequence of 
the notice given to the Company by the Speaker of the Houſe 


ef Commons in 1791, that the debt due by the public to the 


Company ſhould be paid off in four years from the date of that 
notice. To be paid off at par would be to them a great advan- 
tage; but the preſent bill contained words which would pre- 
judge the queſtion of right, and deprive them of that 5 88 
bis, he ſaid, was not a time to decide upon the right, or to de- 
determine whether by the Speaker's notice the public was, or 
was not, bound to pay the debt at the period ſpecified; it would 


not leave the queſtion perfectly open till that period ſhould ar- 
rwe; and for this purpoſe he read a claufe to that effect, which 


be ſaid he intended to propoſe. 5 
Mr. SECRETARY. DUNDAS ſaid, the annuitants were 
likely to derive a very confiderable advantage from the bill even 
in its then form; for it was conſidered abroad that the Com- 
| pany only, and not the public, was ſecurity for the payment of 
the annuities and the repayment of the principal for which they. 
were granted. On this account theſe annuities did not bear as 

ood a price in the market as thoſe which were paid by the pub- 

ie; the difference of price between them was not much ſhort of 
6 per cent. the preſent bill would transfer the payment of the 
annuities in queſtion from the India Houſe to the Bank ; and 
by + declaring that the payment of intereſt and principal was 
a debt upon the public as well as upon the Company, it would 
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to à certainty raiſe ht price of annuities: it was not his with 
he ſaid, to prejudge the queſtion, whether in conſequence of t 


Speaker's notice, the annuitants had acquired a right to be paid of 


at the period ſpecified in the notice: but he knew that, when 
a ſimilar notice was given in 1780, the amuſtants, did not then 
claim any ſuch right. - 

Mr. SHERIDAN replied, that their lend at chat per 


could not bar their right at this period, if the right really exiſted 

in law. After ſome further converſation, Mr. Sheridan faid 

he would not preſs his motion, Mr. Dundas havin "g 3g agreed to 
a 


the omiſſion of ſome words in the bill, which, he 


id, wou 
anſwer the fame purpoſe. The committee then LO h 


the bill, os. the Houſe was reſumed. 


TRADE AND GOVERNMENT 0 INDIA. 


The oy of the day was read for the Houſe to reſolve uſb | 


into a committee on the bill for regulating the trade and govern- 
ment of India; when the queſtion was put that the Speaker 
ſhould then leave the chair, 

Mr. S. SMITH roſe, and having beſtowed many compli- 


ments upon Mr. Dundas, for the very candid and fair manner in 


tors, obje&ted to the principle, becauſe he conſidered it, in one 
important point at leaſt, as a departure from that plan. "This 
was the point re ſpecting the 500,000]. a year to be paid by the 
Company, to the public To ſhew that poſſibly no ſuch ſurplus 
might exiſt, and conſequently could not be paid into the Ex- 
chequer, he went into a long account of the revenue and ex- 
pences of the Company, of the bills drawn from China, &. 


ſurplus inight very poſſibly be defeated. 

Mr. D 5.800 

very good ground to hope, that not only there would be a ſur- 
lus of Joel to be paid into the public Exchequer, but alſo 


d of all other charges and demands whatever upon the Com- 
any. The ground of his hope was, that the eſtimate of the 
-ompany's' profits, drawn up by the Court of Directors, was 


the capital of the "inveſtments would not exceed 1 Layne 


| The queſtion for the Speaker's leaving the chair was at 0 
ut and carried without further oppoſition, and Mr. Reauft 
took the chair of the committee. e est ds 
The e 2 oy through. you: or thee 
dauſeg:; :: ED n Lak 
; | . V Mr. 


which he had ſtated the whole of his plan to the Court of Direc- 


from er he ſaid it would appear that the hope of e * | 


contended on the contrary, that there was | 


conſiderable” balance in hand after the payment of that ſum, 


* 
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greatly undei- rated; for it was formed upon a ſuppoſition, that 


hen in reality it would amount to nearly 2,000, 00. 5 
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- Mr FOX ſai A e unde that thi day was to have been 
g gen 'excluſiv y to th re ho meant AY 15 pag prin- 
. e the lz DN! that the 1 the chav ales. was 
to Rae been reſerved f anoth her da When they mig! t be 
Mrs matter of ſeparate cofifideration. | 65 ſo very thin a pale 
he faid, it was not His intention to go into à debate upon either 
"the principle « or clauſes; but he coul not- omit that opportunit 
of entering his earlieſt proteſt againſt the two laſt clauſes whi 
De had heard read, and which he pronounced to be the moſt bare- 
| Faced attempt to extend the influence. of the Crown that ever 
be had witneſſed. When the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
bin (Mr. Pitt's) for the government of India, was before. that 
Houſe, it was ſaid in favour. of it. that the influence of the 
'Crown could not be increaſed by it, becauſe the perſons who 
ere to form the board of controul were to ſerve without fa- 
KR: but by the preſent bill three places were 2 be created 
with conſiderable laries, to be filled by the Cro it was 
true, indeed, that they were to be aid by "the Eaſt Ind Com- 
pany, but this Was, wh him, an additional o jection; for i it was 
bo. 5 "ag all officers acting for the POE, ſhould be paid 
the public; for in that caſe the m mV, 0 the 
Ge 1 mmons would be the more cautious. 
Gated to the creation of new places, when they * bed 
tended with direct burdens upon their conſtituents. 78 x 
more indifferent about ſuch matters when the payment 4 it 
_ Kilaries annexed to new offices did not come directly out of 
che pockets of the the public; and thus influence e xtended 1tſel un- 
noticed and unobſerved; for though it Was Up hat wy e that 
was to pay in this inſtance, | it was the Crown t 
rhe plac ces, He called updn thoſe, who in 1781 CY Jo 
voting “ that the influence of the Crown had increaſed, was 
increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed ;” to compare the. ſtate 
of the influence at that period, with the influence of 1793 a 
then he 1 he gil ut it to their honour, whether 
could vote for dhe Roc: Au which het now ropoſed. It 10 
been urged on a former occaſion, by the Right. Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that moſt, of thoſe who had hitherto 
iven'their attendance at the board of controul, were to be, con- 
HIidered as birds of, paſſage, that were on the wing to higher ſitua- 
tions, Could gentlemen tell. whether the rſons whom the 
Drown would nominate to eats at that boa Ek, 9 5 would 
not be of the ſame deſcription? He was aware that fe ome pete 
ple might obſerve that the maſs of influence was N 
great, that the creation of three more places could add but 125 
bos But his concluſion was of a very different kind, for 


ad that the inner of the al way e ſo b 


„ ²˙ 8 1 


e 


im. He faid again, he was ſorry the Houſe was fo thir 
e took that opportunity to expreſs his hope that the members 


the Crown, when it was much leſs than at preſent, was 

0 great that it ought to be diminiſhed, would attend in their 

places, and either recant that opinion, - or confirm it at a period 

rags eee wat de- e- He called upon them as 
. „as men who loved 


in the Houſe in ſome of the 
far bil and ill and record by 3 vote, either — © the 


former principle, or 


he arrangement in queſtion was connected with a circumſtance 
rhich would prevent any increaſe of influence to the crown: 
he Right Honourable Gentleman, he faid, took it for granted 
| r new places with ſalaries were to be created; but this 
not preciſely the caſe. || By the former bill, his majeſty was 
from calling any perſon to the board of controul 
[bo was not a ptivy „ and thoſe who. attended it 


equine muck attendance. What the preſent bill propoſed was, 
| orle of the deſcription ſhould be made preſident of the 


bree Br not privy counſellors, or 
> Told bv a at if oleh Blas that 


| I. OR be given to the pref; 
Kees i ot os tho. Gley. of tw ochs ins el | he 
night hold, and the remainder to be equally divided between 
us two aſſociates. Thus it would appear that in reality only 
„L. be created, which could be ſaid to add 
to the influence of the crown. Now to counter- 
—.— increaſe of influence, it was in contemplation to 


— arrangement, by which the crown would loſe in pre- 


Gay the ſame proportion; the arrangement to which he al- 
lus was, that in future_the government of Ireland, ſhould 


ave the nomination of the two vice-treafurers, paid by that 


ki ingdom, but who uſually reſided in this, and \whoſe. 

e mere ſinecures. Thus if two places were to be gained on 
ohe hand, as many would be loſt. on the other; and thus the 
increaſe of influence ori one ſide would be wer ging ug la 
creaſe on the other; and therefore he could not. ſee: mu Gi 

cc ty for the Right Honourable Gentleman's ſolemn appeal 

wels who had . for the diminution of the e of 4 


Vol. III. 
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& idea even of te ſinalleſt addition to it could not but ings » | 
n 


Lhd: had — | him in the vote that the influence 


The CHANCELLOR uf the EXCHEQUER gd, that | 


ere chiefly ſuch as held lucrative offices in the State that did not 


ſhould be paid by 


Crown in 81. Tn R „ x, 
wn in 1981 e Righ _ iſhed 
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of the vice- treaſurers of Ireland (two of whom had —— 


| would ſeem, that all falaries to;public ſeruants ſhould: 
the public. The principle on which. his with-was 


a very good one; and happily was to be found in rhe preſent 
controul were to be paid, was one in which the public had a 
direct intereſt, inaſmuch as they were to receive an ànnual par- 
ticipation.. of the ſurplus of the Company's profits, over and 


above all charges and expences, whatever. 


Mr. FOX faid, his objections were far from being removed 
the Right Honourable: Gentleman's explanation ; ſor though 
nomination of two vice-treaſurers of Ireland was to be tranſ- 
ferred to the government of that kingdom, the influence of 
thoſe two offices would ſtill continue; it would change fitua- 
tions, but not be extinguiſhed. So little ſatisfied was he witli 
tho explanation, that when he ſpoke of an increaſe of influence, 
he intended to elucidate it by ſhewing how many unneceſſary 
places had been. created: in Ireland, a — he purpoſe of 
influence. When the majority of the Houſe voted that tlie in- 
fluence of the Crown had: increaſed and ought to be diminiſhed; 
it ſurely could not be ſuppoſed to be meant that it was in Great 
Britain only that it ought to be diminiſhed, but in every art 


of the empire : if this was not the caſe,” the Miniſter might at 


any time fhift the weight of influence from England to Ireland, 
and from Ireland to England, as the caſe might require, at one 
time throwing a little more into the ſcale of one oοοννʒry, at an- 
other throwing ĩt into the ſcale of the other, and thus _ 
the expectations of the people, evading the effect of the'reſoki 
tions of Parliament, and ſtill maintaining entire and undiml- 
niſhed the influence of the Crown in both kingdoms, to the im- 
minent danger of the liberties of bon. 
' Mr. SHERIDAN expreſſed a hope, that when —— 
reſidents in England, and ſometimes all three, enjoying ſinecure 
places with = falaries paid by Tn) n eee 


from England, it ſhould fink entirely, and that Ireland ſhould 


he relieved for ever from the expence attending thoſe moſtiuſe- 
leſs and unneceſſary places. But on this hea the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had ſaid nothing; he had not ſaid that the 
places ſhould be aboliſhed, which circumſtance would ſo far di- 
miniſh the influence of the Crown; but e the govern- 
ment of Ireland ſhould have the patronage of them in future, by 


5 209% fen influence of the Crown in general would ſtill be pre- 
ſerve 9 


nay increaſed; for the Crown would have the old patro- 


7 nage of the vice- treaſurerſſups in Ireland, and the new patron 
al the two ne members of the board of comroul in * q 


he 


— 
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The committee being left in the dark with reſpect to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman's intention on this head, ought at leaſt 
to take care that the-new members of the board ſhould not be 
entitled to their ſalaries until the patronage of the vice - trea- 
ſurerſhips. ſhould be either aboliſhed or transferred to Ireland. 
Tbe CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſaid, that 
the Honourable Member ought to wait till the arrangement re- 
ſpecting the vice - treaſurers of Ireland had actually taken place 
defore he threw out any cenſure upon the meaſure; for poſſibly 
t might be ſuch as might appear to him unobjectionable. As 
o the laſt idea the Honourable Gentleman had thrown out 
eſpecting the time when the ſalaries ſhould commence, he cer- 
ainly would png concur in any. clauſe to that eifect 
in the bill; but, at the * time, he believed that a clauſe 
7as not neceſſary, as the purpoſe would be as effectually an- 
rered without it. : 3 > 
| Mr. SHERIDAN replied; that if the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman ſhould aboliſh the vice-treaſurerſhip entirely, or > 
the matter ſo as not to increaſe the influence of the crown, 1 
ould be very ready to ſay he had been premature in his obſer- 
ations on der heal. . 3 00 * 5 
The clauſes which gave riſe to this converſation were at laſt 
adopted by the committee. | 1 
Mr, FOX, after this, roſe to aſł for ſome information upon 
a point, which on a former occaſion had, for political purpoſes, 
deen held forth as of very great importance; what he meant was 
the right of trading to Nootka Sound, &cc. and this right, he 
obſerved, would be a barren one indeed, if the Eaſt India Com- 
pany was to have it in its power to bar it, by refuſing to grant a 
licence to ſhips to fail and trade in that quarter of the world. 
A Member upon this read a clauſe in the bill which gives a 
right to every ſhip employed in the whale fiſhery to navigate the 
tas on the north-weſt coaſts of America, without any licence 
Py the Laſt iis Company: „ | 
| Mr: FOX ſaid this was ſatisfactory as far as it went; but he 
had heard thoſe who defended the convention with Spain aſſert, 
lat the trade to the countries near Nootka Sound would he ex- 
tremely valuable, not only in whalebone and ſpermaceti, but "mo 
ſo in furs ; now. under the clauſe which he had juſt heard read, 0 
none but 2whate ſhips could trade to Nootkka a. 
Mr. SECRETARY DUN DAS ſaid, in a low voice acroſs 
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—— * 
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i 
the table, that a clauſe was to be added to the bill, which would f 
extend to other ſhips, and give the Right Honourable Gentle- i 
man complete ſatisfaction. Under this aſſurance Mr. Fox ac- 1 
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motion. 


without a diviſion. 
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Upon the clauſe being read, which reſtricted the exportation 
of copper to the Eaſt Indies to the company, Sir W. Lemon, 
Mr. D. Scott, Mr, Thornton, and Mr. Pulteney; objected to it 
as injurious: to trade, and Mr. Pulteney promiſed to take the 


ſenſe. of the Houſe thereon in a future ſtage of the bill. 


Mr. SERJEANT' WATSON. and 'Mr.'RYDER' were in 
Iuppord of the-reftriQtion.. © + (hole ns Freon {1 
„The committee having paſſed the clauſes, went through the 
remainder of the bill, and received ſeveral additional clauſes from 
„ foo he di on onthe ors 
min A t 

A petition from ſeveral perſons intereſted in the exportation of 


tin and copper was preſented by Mr. WILBERFORCE. The 


prayer of it was, that regulations might be introduced into the 
bill for ſettling the trade to India, for empowering the dealers in 
tin and copper to export thoſe articles in veſſels of their own, 
and not through the medium of the company. It was moved, 
_ 5 petition ſhould be referred to a committee of the whole 
Ouſe. | 5 | 3 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS oppoſed the motion. He 
ſaid he was convinced, by experience, that it would be for the ad- 
vantage of the dealers in the articles in queſtion, that they ſhould 
be exported through the medium of the r only, whoſe 
reputation was ſo well eſtabliſhed in China, and whoſe charac- 


ter for fair dealing ſtood ſo high in that country, that all the 
packages or caſes containing tin and copper from Great Britain 


were purchaſed unopened ; whilſt thoſe of all other parts of Eu- 


rope were always carefully inſpected, and the contents well 


examined, before the Chineſe would agree to prone them. 
Any alteration, therefore, in the preſent ſyſtem of exportation on 
that head, could not, in his opinion, but be prejudicial to that 
branch of our trade; and on this ground he muſt oppoſe the 


[ 


The queſtion was now put, and the motion was negatived 
FI Adee eee ee e 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that it was not his intention to 
trouble the Houſe with any arguments to induce it to agree to 


the motion which he was going to make, becauſe he did not 
conceive that any oppoſition to it could with any propriety be 

made from 3 During the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament 
it appeared to be 


e the general opinion of the Houſe, in which 
thoſe who were for the gradual abolition of the ſlave trade con- 


curred with thoſe who were for its immediate abolition, that the 


i; ſlave 
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1 lave trade was in- itſelf an evil, which ought if poſſible to be 1 
„ zoved ;'/and no one ventured to urge any other ground for its 1 
t ontinviance, than the ruin which the abolition of it might bring Tk 
: pon our poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies. The plea of neceſſity 14 
| Dught not to be carried farther, than neceſſity required; and 1 "I 
n therefore thoſe who contended that the ſlave trade, though an 1 
5 vil, was neceſſary to the exiſtence of our own iſlands, ought not, FIN: 
e n point of — 2 to argue that it onght to be carried on by 40 
n dur merchants, for the purpoſe of ſupp! ing alſo the poſſeſſions F; 
| of other nations with African ſlaves. 1 our own iflands could 9 
not do without foreign negroes, they muſt have them; but iP. 
f ſurely Great Britain would not countenance a cruel traffic, ſolely if 
on account of the lucre ariſing from ſupplying. iſlands not our f 
0 Own ; a traffic which could not be defended on the ground of LR 
al neceſſity. It was againſt this branch only of the trade that his 15 
7 preſent propoſition was directed, and as he preſumed it would 15 
$ not meet with an — he begged leave to move, without {4 
urther preface, for leave to bring in a bill for preventing Bri- 1 
ig tiſh merchants or ſhips from ſupplying any foreign iſland in the 15 
Weſt Indies with ſlaves. As this motion involved a queſtion of 1 
1 fade, and as all ſuch queſtions muſt, in conſequence of a ſtand- 1 
10 ing order, paſs through a previous committee before the Houſe 17 
0 an decide upon them, Mr. Wilberforce further moved, that his 1 
j motion ſhould be referred to a committee of the whole Houſe. FW 
1 Sir W. YOUNG ſeconded the motion; and his reaſon for 6 
0 o doing was, that it did not in any degree interfere with or at- 1 
1 empt to aboliſh the flave trade, as far as ref] Cted a ſup - oo Tk 
n aves for any of the Britiſh iſlands in the Weſt Indies. What- 1 
ver was neceſſary for the exiſtence of our own poſſeſſions, he 1 
1 aid, we had a right to do; but we had no right to carry on a Tit 
[. ade, which in itſelf could be defended ſolely on the ground of 45 
0 eceſſity, when it was not for ſupplying our own immediate N 
. vants, but thoſe of foreign nations. 5 All; 
4 LORD CARHAMPTON ſaid, he could ſcarcely believe ws 
his eyes, when they told him it was the Honourable Baronet 14 
ho had ſeconded the motion, a perſon who had hitherto fo ably 10 
£ and fo ſucceſsfully defended the ſlave trade, and oppoſed all the 10 
to attempts made for procuring its abolition. Adverting then to 144 
to Mr. Wilberforce, he ſaid that, after the broad hint which the 1 
ot Houſe had given him on this head ſome months ago, it was Wl 
be carcely decent in him to agitate this queſtion any more: to = 4 
nt agitate it at this moment could not poſſibly anſwer any good end; 0%, 
h dut it might do a great deal of miſchief. He aſked whether the . 
n- onourable Member wiſhed to ſhake the loyalty and affection SH 
he df our Weſt India iſlands, or confound the operations of the 
ve war: he believed he had no ſuch wiſh, and that his only object 14 
25 | | | | Was 16 
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was to prop up his falling agpubrity, for it was, not poſſible that 
He could think of being able to carry a bill of ſuch magnitude 
through both houſes before the concluſion. of the ſeſſion. If 


— 


fity was his object, he might effect his purpoſe juſt as 
y inſerting in the newſpapers a ſpecch intended to have 
1 en: this might. be followed by ſtrings of paragraphs 

and ſupported by exhibitions in the print-ſhops of Weſt 


pop 
we 


-Indian 


ogy nigga by the benevolence and piety of the Honour- 


) ntleman and his friends. The Honourable Gentleman 
had, on a former occaſion, told the Houſe that the abolition of 


the {lave tradc was a queſtion that had occupied his thoughts 


both by night and by day, both ſleeping and waking, for theſe 
five years paſt; he believed the aſſertion, and could therefore 
eaſily account for his conduct; and he would venture to ſay 
that, if the caſe were laid before an able phyſician, he could ſay, 
without heſitation, that ſo intenſs an application for ſuch a 


| Kath of time muſt neceſſarily turn the brain of any man upon 
earth. 


This was preciſely the caſe of the Honourable Gentle- 


man; hiv brain was certainly turned, or he could not expect 


that the Houſe of Commons ſhauld, merely at his deſire, 
reverſe a reſolution which it had made this ſeſſion on mature 
deliberation. If the Houſe could go that length, it would leave 
the world in doubt which” was moſt mad, the Houſe. or the 
Honourable Gentleman. He did not preſume that any advice 
which he could give would be followed by the Honourable 
Member; but if he would deign to accept it, he aſſured him it 
was at his ſervice. His advice was this—let the Honourable 
Member loſe fight, during the whole ſummer, of the flaye 
trade; let him not be a friend to the liberty of a /tra:zght head of 


Barr, the emblem of /anflity and of the elecl; let him bruſh him- 
ſelf up, and appear ſmart in the world; let him partake of the 


pleaſures of the day; let him be ſeen at the play-houſes, or, after 
they are ſhut, at Sadler's Wells; let him be ſeen with a, friend 


hanging on' his arm-in Covent-Garden, like other men ; let him 
do all this, faid his Lordſhip, and I will venture to pronounce - 


that before the next meeting of Parliament he will have re- 
covered his loſt underſtanding, and completely loſt ſight of the 
Z u wen 
A deſultory converſation followed, with references to former 
reſolutions of the Houſe, and to arguments frequently uſed and 
anſwered. Some members ſaid, that the aholition of the ſlave 


trade was no longer popular. Upon this. 

Mr. FOX obſerved, that if the people had not this year, as 
"well as the laſt, ſent petitions from every quarter praying for 
the abolition, it was becauſe they fepoſed full confidence in 
the fincerity and conſiſtency of the Houſe, Lait year, He 
ES” Rt: | ms 
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| it ſhould be immediate or - gradual ; but all parties ag | 
| however neceſſary it might be to ſuffer the trade to continue for 
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difference of opinion reſpecting he abolitior) was, whether 
agreed, that, 


ſome time, for the ſupply of our own iflands in the Weſt 


| Indies, it ought not to be allowed to be carried on a ſingle day = 
| for the purpoſe of | ſupplying the iſlands of other. E mpran 


it appeared to be the ananimom opinion 


Houſe to aboliſh immediately this latter branch of the trade (and 
\the Honourable Gentleman's motion did not 2 beyond that) it 
not CY 


was by no means ſurpriſing that petitions this 


warm in the cauſe of juftice and humanity, when the people 
appeared to be ſo, no doubt petitions might be expected from 
every quarter to animate the lukewarm of their 1 | 


ves, by ſhewing that their conſtituents ſtill continued to view 


the flave-trade with unabated horror. He ſaid he could account 


or the oppoſition this day to the Honourable Gentleman's 
motion no ether way than b ſuppoſing that tlie 
honght it went to general abolition. In point of 


went no ſuch length; it leſt the merchants at Oy to ſupply 5 
| fouls 


Dur own iſlands with ſlaves; and only provided that they | 
ot carry on this abominable traffic for the purpoſe. of ſup- 


ring. e iflands of foreign powers; and he conceived that 
had this 


| propoſition been made laſt year it would have met the 
1animons ſupport of the Houſe; for till this day not a man 


d ventured to maintain, that, becauſe ſupplies of negroes 
ere neceſſary to our iſlands, our merchants ought to be al- 
owed. to ſupplies of them alſo to iſlands not our on 

therefore Sk conſidered the Honourable Baronet who fe- 
donded the motion to have acted with perfect conſiſtency in 
> doing, becauſe his oppoſition to abolition had never gone 


arther than this, that, as the Britiſb iſlands could not be of 


ny value without negroes, fo the planters of the Britz/þ iſlands 


hould not be deprived of the means of cultivating their eflates, 

rhich could be done m_ by means of an annyal importation. of 
he Honourable Baronet had never gone 

the length of maintaining that we ought to be very earneſt about 


legroes from Africa. 


rniſhing the planters of any other iſlands with the means of 
alling our own. | | | 915 7 


Other members, ſuck as Mr. CAWTHORNE, were. of 
opinion that no propoſition relative to the ſlave trade ought to 
de enteftained by the Houſe of Commons whilſt the Houſe of 


ords was occupied in examining, evidence reſpecting thoſe propo- 
tions, which were laſt year ſent up from the Lower Houſe to 


been laid upon the table. But if the Houſe was to be "ta 
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The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQU ER ſhewed that 
this: argument had 3 weight, becauſe laſt year the Houſe paſſed 
a bill for regulating ve trade in hs middle paſſage, and 


the Lords — band paſſe it alfo, though it was ſent up 
to them after the propoſitions * the gradual abolition. | 


Mr. LAMBTON- faid, that if he could judge from the many qu 
letters which he had received from the part of the country which 
he repreſented, and which preſſed ſtrongly for the abolition of the TE 
MNlave wade, he believed he might venture to ſay, that the trad: | for 
was to the full as unpopular, and the idea of abolition as popula WI 
as "x re | 

WILBERFORCE, alluding to Lord Carhampton's me 

* — that his brain was turned, ſaid, the Noble Lord had 111 
brought to his recollection an anecdote of a lunatic who wa the 
confined in a madhouſe, and who, ſpeaking to a WS 
whom humanity or curioſity had led to vilit it, to 
tleman, that all the poor people whom he ſaw walking 


were out of their ſenſes; expreſſing, at the ſame time by a — 
cious look and a wink, that he himſelf was not in the ſmal lt 
degree deranged in his underſtanding, though in point of fact he 
was completely crack - brained at the time, but without being 
conſcious of it. 

Sir W. DOLBEN perry Mr. BURDON ſpoke i in favour.of 
the motion ; whilſt Mr. Dent, Mr. Cawthorne, and others, op- 

ſed it. This laſt gentleman carried his oppoltion ſo far, tha 

e declared he would divide. tke Houſe. _ -:.. 

And accordingly, when the queſtion was put, a divifion 1 was 
called for, which, — terminated in favour of the motion ; ; 

for the numbers were, - 


Ayes | 0 
3 


for the motion . 

. e E moved, that leave be given to 
« bring in a bill for limiting and regulating the importation of 
* ſlaves into the Weſt India iſlands belonging to Great Britain, 
« for a time to be therein ſpecified.” 

Mr. CAWTHORNE ſaid, he conſidered it as extremely 
unfair in the Honourable Gentleman to make the preſent 
_ ſubſequent to the former, and not to unite one with the In 


de 

The SPEAKER expreſſed his opiniori as to a point of order * a 
the motion in queſtion, and that which — it. 3; 

he CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER defended [v7 

the — of his Honourable Friend, and — that on Mr 


every ground, and under every conſideration, it was fair and given: 
| proper , Vo 
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in repate/46: the Honourable Gentleman's (Mr. Caw- 

(N ne's) idea, that they could not go into a diſeuſſion of the 
(mqtion, without the production of freih evidence, all the evi- 
| derice, Mr. Pitt obſerved, had been ced on the whole queſ- 

tion; to limit and regulate the t therefore, could not re- 
quire new evidence. For the — tat he ag! ted, 
Mr. Pitt ſaid, he ſhould give his vote for the motion. bo 
The MASTER of ths: ROLLS allowed the motion be- 
fore the Houſe to be a diſtinCt and ſeparate en from that 
| which had been agitated laſt ſeſſion. 

Mr. DENT was againſt the motion. Three ade of — 
ment, he obſerved, namely, one of the loth and another of the 
11th-of William III. and one of — II. had been paſſed for 
the purpoſe of protecting the African flave trade; what circum- 
ſtances then, he aſked, had occurred ſince thoſe periods to render 
the continuance and ane of thoſe bo e ich unne- 

eſſary ß 

"Mr. ESTE alſo was againſt the motion. | 

After a? few words from the SPEAKER as py a point. of 
rder, 

Mr. WILBERFORCE obſetvail that the queſtion then 
under the conſideration of the Houſe, was completely diſtinct 
from the one that had juſt been decided. Ihe former motion 
had no relation to the Weſt-Indlia lands, whereas this did im- 
ecliately relate to tlioſe iſlands. Another, obſervation Mr. 

ilberforce ſaid he thought necellary to make; the large im- 
rtation of dlaves: that had lately been made into the iſlands, 

had been made not from actual want of them, or from the idea 
of an abolition of the trade, but for the purpoſe of commencing 
new plantations, as if no diſcuſſion on the «ſubject of the trade 
had taken place in that Houſe. He aſked them, therefore, | 

whether they would encourage freſh plantations to be begun = 


. 


— . 


hich they might hereafter not ſuffer to be finiſhed? | 


v» The queſtion being put, the Houſs diele. 
of For the motion 25 + 

n, i e it i en 35 

ly 3 May. TH 8 bh Bo 

nt ....- CORN. go 77 

he To's A committde * the whole Houſe, on the! rid of Mr. 
yder, a reſolution was paſſed to reſtrain the exportation of corn, 
er 'or a * dann and under certain regulatio us. 
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ed JF Wy by in co AND SPIRITS IN, SCOTLAND. ,. ; 
on Vir. SECRETARY DUNDAS ſaid, that 3 15 bad | 
nd ven notice, on à former occaſion, of his 1 intention to move for 
I, wah. Uh. - Bb a repeal 


T2, 
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a repeal of the duties on coal carried coaſtwife in Scotland, he 
had ſtated that the groſs annual produce of theſe duties did not 
amount to more than 10 of 
amounted to a prohibition; and, in the north of Scotland, the 
truſted; almoſt entirely to the peat moſſes for a ſupply of fuel, 
in preparing which, a greater part of the labour — 

the country was loſt, which might be beneficially employed in 
fiſheries and manufactures; by which means a great part of that 
reſource was loſt to the revenue, which muſt ariſe from the in- 
duſtry of the inhabitants: —he had formerly ſtated, that theſe 
conſiderations would have led him to propoſe the repeal of theſe 


duties on coals, as an adviſable meaſure, bad he even been unable 
to ſubſtitute any compenſation in lieu of them; but, being 


ſenſible, that the inconvenience was not confined to Scotland 
alone, but that it was felt by other parts of the country, he 
wiſhed to take ſome time to inquire and conſider, whether he 
could not think of ſome proper means of ſupplying from Scot- 


land the deficiency which the repeal of theſe. duties would oc- 


caſion. In the Highlands of Scotland he believed that a certain 
quantity of ſpirits was really, in ſome ſhape, a neceſſary. of life, 


and that it was not there indulged into exceſs; but, from every 


inſormation he had been able. to procure, it was his opinion, 
that ſtills of a certain ſize, now allowed to be uſed there on pay- 
ment of a licence duty of twenty ſhillings per gallon, might 
well bare to- be charged with a licence duty of forty ſhillings per 


gallon. He would alſo propoſe. the taking. off an exception, 


which the retailers of what is called aqua vitæ in that part 
of the country have been in uſe to enjoy, and to impoſe a cer- 
tain licence duty upon them; and heſ, together, he had no 
doubt, would produce a revenue of more than 20, oool. ſterling. 
What he had already ſpoken of applied only to the Highlands; 
but in the Lowlands of Scotland, where the buſineſs of diſtilla- 
tion was chiefly carried on, it had been the wiſdom of the le- 
giſlature to impoſe a higher duty; — that duty, in his opinion, 
was ſtill much too low; which had led, from the ps i 
lowneſs of the price of ſpirits, to a moſt alarming excels in the 
uſe of ſpirituous liquors, highly prejudicial both to the . moral: 
and health of the lower cla 
indeed, to be univerfally admitted, that nothing was ſo. fair an 
object of taxation and of revenue as ſpirits; and that the duties 
on. ſpirits could not be too high, unleſs they ſhould go the length 
of giving encouragement to ſmugglin Wks + preſent, he ſaid, the 
licence duty on each gallon of the Alk nenen, or low waſh-ſtill, 
was 1. which he propoſed ſhould be raiſed to ql. which he com- 
puted would produce an additional revenue of 38, 400l. on the 
ſuppoſition that, by the increaſe of duty, the number 5 
15 | ef ag tho 


12,9001. ſterling. In fact the duty 


that, part of 


of people.. He underſtood. it, | 


h 
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ſhould be reduced from 11, 200, their preſent number, to only _— 


8000.” On reQtifying ſtills, no more was charged at preſent, vu 
than the mere trifle of a halſpenny per gallon, which had been 1 
found to oceaſion the practice of a great fraud on the revenue, 

by uſing rectifying ſills for the purpoſes of diſtillation ;<this _ 
was perfectly evident from the number of rectifying ſtills, which 


% I 

a q g 5 # 418 | 

were no fewer than 25, 00; whereas no more than 5000' or ; | 
1 


rectifying ſtills might probably be reduced to about 6000. — But, 
upon the whole 2 he propoſed with reſpect to the duties 
on ſpirits, he was very much convinced, that (beſides providing 


iy „% That it is the opinion of this committee, that the duties 

ht ow payable on coals, culm, and cinders, brought coaſtwiſe into 

er ny port or ports in that part of Great Britain called Scotland, 

n, o ceaſe, determine, and become no longer paid. 

rt Sir JOHN SINCLAIR ſaid a few words, ſignifying his ap- 

1 robation of the reſolution; which was put and carried. After 

10 hich the other reſolutions were alſo put and carried. rr 

f e £4 2114095, BOARD, or AGRICULTURE... : 7... ..; 7; | 
* Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe to ſubmit to the conſideration . 


e- of the Houſe the motion, of which he had given notice, with 


reſpe& to the ſtate of the agriculture of e ary. He re- 
Nt etted that there was not a fuller attendance in the Houſe, but 
We e had communicated, on the ſubject, with many members of 
ls e Houſe, whoſe knowledge of it was extenſive, and who had 
It, concurred with him in opinion; and it was alſo to be conſidered, 
an that the meaſure propoſed was to be only an experimental one 
es five years. He then proceeded to ſtate, at conſiderable 
th length, and with much preciſion, how much room there was in 
Ne this country for improvement in agriculture, and the great ad- 
l, ntages to be derived from it. Nothing, in his opinion, ſeemed 
3 ſo likely to effectuate this deſirable purpoſe, as the appointment | 1 
a a board of 3 compoſed of reſpectable gentlemen, = 
N | 100 


perfectly converſant in and E 2 * with the ſubject, as well 
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as conſiderably intereſted in the ſucceſs of the ſcheme, and who, 
he would propoſe, ſhould act without any reward or emolument, 
Various advantages would, as he conceived, be derived from ſuch 


a2 plan, and the expence would not exceed 3000l. in ſalaries to 


clerks, &c. This being a public board, would no doubt have 
the privilege of franking; and one very material benefit of it 
would be, the eſtabliſhing a free communication of the different 
improvements in agriculture, from one part of the country to 
another. He concluded with moving an addreſs to his Majeſty ; 
—Humbly to entreat, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to take into his conſideration the advantages. to be de- 
rived to this country from eſtabliſhing a board of agriculture ; 
humbly repreſenting to his Majeſty, that, in the greateſt part of 
this country, agriculture is neither well underſtood, nor are the 
implements of huſbandry, &c. brought to perfection ;' and that 
the appointment of ſuch a board, in all likelihood, would tend 
to excite a judicious ſyſtem of huſbandry : and aſſuring his Ma- 
jeſty that, in caſe his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to appoint a board 
of agriculture, for a limited time, his faithful Commons will 
make proviſion to enable his Majeſty to defray the expence there- 
of to the extent of a ſum not exceeding 3oool. a year. 

_ LORD SHEFFIELD ſeconded the motion. | 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, that no one member of the Houſe eould 
be more anxious than himſelf, with reſpect to the objects which 
were propoſed to be attained by the motion of the Honourable 
Baronet ; but he wiſhed for more time to inveſtigate the means 
propoſed for that purpoſe, and the probability of their ſucceſs ; 
and to conſider better, whether, by agreeing to the motion, they 
might not be holding out falſe hopes to the country, It was 
— a ſubject which ought ſurely to be diſcuſſed in a much 
fuller Houſe, and he would therefore propoſe to adjourn the 
debate. c . „ IRS 2975 dag | 

Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN was in favour of- the motion, 
but thought it did not go far enough, and that premiums ought 
—A ðò v“ 7;·³·¹᷑o t ein 
Mr. WILBERFORCE, Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS, 
the CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER, &e, ſpoke in 
' favour of the motion; which, as a matter of experiment, pro- 
miſed as well as any that had ever been propoſed, at a ſmall ex- 
pence, in compariſon with the benefits likely to ariſe from it: 
but, 1 conceiving himſelf bound, in duty, to oppoſe 
the diſeuſhon of fo important a, matter in ſo thin a Houſe, to take 


the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it, it was agreed that the debate 
an be-adjourncd to the 1% h.. i ht ᷣ gt is 
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ple of his motion, moved, in a committee of the whole Houſe, 
That the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, that leave 


* a <o oy 


- K 
5 — 


the growth an 


under certain regulations, into Great Britain.“ 4 8 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, he could not poſſibly oppoſe this re- 
olution ; he ſuppoſed it had, by the words legally imported. 
a reference to the hill now before that Houſe, and alſo to a ſimi- 
ar meaſure likely to be brought forward in Ireland; with that 
underſtanding he could have no objestion to the relolution. 


LOTTERY. _ he £5 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER. informed 
the Houſe, that he ſhould to-morrow bring forward the ſubject 
of the lotter | | ; 


might ſtate ſome regulations to-morrow upon this ſubject, but he 


| ſubmitted to him the propriety of deferring the diſcuſſion on it 


to the ſecond reading of the bill. | | = 
Mr. FOX ſaid, that as there was no queſtion before the Houſe, 
he could not deliver his ſentiments upon this ſubject at preſent; 
it might not be amiſs, however, for him to remind the Houſe of 
the nature of the buſineſs they would have to diſcuſs, and to 
warn them to take care they did not get into a difficulty which, 
curred to them laſt year—that of agreeing to certain regula- 
tions in the firſt inſtance, as opened by the Miniſter; by ſo doin 

they were not able afterwards to make any alteration in the bil 


might affect the ſale of tickets. 
is readineſs to enter into this buſineſs to-morrow, and diſcus the 


hole of it, or open the regulations he had to propoſe to-morrow, 
d defer the diſcuſſion. 


Laylor. bY SD | 
On bringing up the report of the Eaſt India annuity bill, a. 


cpnverſation took place between Mr. Sheridan and the Chancel-. 


lor of the Exchequer. + 

Mr. SHERIDAN contended: that the holders of Eaſt India 
ck were by equity, and by the ſpirit of former acts of parlia- 
ent, to be paid off in 1794, at the expiration of the preſent. 


e wiſhed that, as this might be a queſtion of law 10 be decided 


39 


MAJOR HOBART, after a ſpeech in ſupport of the prin- - 


be given to * in a bill to permit goods and commodities of 
manufacture of Aſia, Africa, or America} 
legally imported into Ireland, to be imported from thence, 


Mr. TAYLOR faid, that the Right Honourable Gentleman 


hich was brought in, becauſe, if they did, that circumltance- 
Ihe CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER profeſled 


The latter mode was adopted, after a few words from Mr. 


charter, at par, for that the public ſtood pl-dzed to that effect. 
hereafter, © 


a 
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> hereafter, there ſhould not, at leaſt, any thing appear in this bill 


that tended to decide that queſtion, or ſeem to determine aur 


thing upon it. With a view of keeping the queſtion open at 

leaſt, Mr. Sheridan produced a clauſe for that gor ſe. 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER difter:1 

from the Honourable Gentleman in this reſpect; he was deci- 

dedly of opinion that the public were not indebted in „ 76A 
to theſe annuitants, but to the Company, and to whom the pub- 


lie were only collateral ſecurity. - 

5 "The clauſe was negatived, and the report was read, the reſolu- 
tions agreed to,, and the bill was ordered to be read a third time 
to-morrow, if then ingroſſde. oe | 
Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the committee on 
the duties on coal, culm, and cinders, in Scotland, reſolving 
do aboliſh ſuch duties, as alſo to impoſe additional duties on 
—_— F 
Theſe reſolutions were read and agreed to, and a bill was or- 
dered to be brought in, in purſuance of ſuch reſolutions. 

The report of the committee on the laws for empowering his 
Majeſty by proclamation, order in council, &c. to prohibit the 
exportation of corn, under certain regulations, &c. being brought 


up, | | 
LORD SHEFFIELD expreſſed ſome doubts upon this ſub- 
jet. The reſolutions were read however at the ſuggeſtion of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, under an underſtanding that 
the bill ſhould be printed, and the whole buſineſs thoroughly 
diſcuſſed, after the enſuing receſs for the holidays. A bill was 
__ ordered to be brought in, in purſuance of theſe reſo- 
utions. | robes e Ln end 
Mr. SALUSBURY.. aſter a ſhort ſpeech, in which he took 
notice of the evil effects of brivery at elections for members to 
ſerve in Parliament, and of the neceſſity of checking it, tated, 
that the outline of what he ſhould propoſe by the meaſure he 
fhould offer to the conſideration of the Houſe was, that where a 
committee of that Houſe, on trying the merits of any conteſted 
election, ſhould report that bribery had been practiſed by any 
perſon at that election, the Attorney General ſhould, as of courſe, 
proceed by way of information againſt ſuch perſons; and that 
each member ſhould take an oath in the bill to be deſcribed 
relative to bribery, He then moved . for leave to bring in a 
bill for the better prevention of bribery and corruption at the 
election of members to ſerve in Parliament. 
This produced a converſation, which was ſupported by the At- 
torney and Solicitor General, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Secretary 
Dundas—it ended in Mr. Saluſbury's withdrawing: bis rn 
| * | 3333001 i 
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r the preſent ſeſſion, underſtatiding that it ſhall be brought fors 
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The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER faid, it was 
nis intention to move a reſolution for raiſing the ſum o 
7 56,0001. by way of lottery. He conceived it would be un- 
neceſſary for him to enter further upon the ſubject then, as he 
underſtood that gentlemen were inclined to defer the diſcuſ- 
ſibn of it till the report, which might either be made on Wed- 
neſday or on Thurſday; but that was the laſt day to which the 
por could be deferred, as the day of the firſt depoſite was on 
Iiday. FCC N kgs „ BEM 44 2701 þ gn 
Mr. TAYLOR thought it might be as well to take. the re- 
port on Thurſday, as Wedneſday was generally underſtood to be 
dr , p oo ĩͤ ß TIE $0 
Mr. SHERIDAN wiſhed to know whether the bargain. as 
b the lottery had been already concluded, ee xi 
The CHAN CELLOR of the EXCHEQUER anſwered, 

hat it was abſolutely neceſſary that a bargain ſhould have been 
greed upon conditionally, ___ + e 
Mr. TAY LOR ſaid, that although he had himſelf formed a 


et as there might perhaps be ſome gentlemen, who, though no 
riends to them, might nevertheleſs think it poſſible, by certain 
egulations, to obviate in a great degree the evils , ariſing from 
hem, he would wiſh, if the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
o objection, that he would now ſtate ſhortly the outline of the 
regulations which he meant to propoſe. ep 


The CHANCELLOR of the, EXCHEQUER dated his 


principal object to be, to prevent a moſt miſchievous ſpecies of 
inſurance; 2 meant the mode of inſurance from day to da- : 
bether the ticket inſured ſhall be drawn on that ue: 10 
remedy this, he propoſed to give a power to the commiſſioners to 
vary the number of tickets to be drawn in each day, at their 


diſcretion :—but, as this a 5 not prevent gambling ſpecula- 


tions on the drawing of the firſt 2000 tickets, for inſtance, or of 
the firſt 1500 tickets—he would next propoſe that the numbers 
lawn ſhould only be taken down and printed under the au- 


thority of the commiſſioners, and that they ſhould be publiſhed - 


in a numerical arrangement, fo as to render it impoſſible to af- 
certain the order in which they were drawn.—Another regula- 
tion he 1 * to propoſe was, to prevent inſurances at licenſed 
T Ln. To OR CO IRay er ENS 
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oſhees, cunteſs where the tickets inſured were actually produced, 
and more effectually to ſuppreſs all-unlicenſed-offiees; |. 
Mr. TAYLOR did not think the regulations would anſwer 
the purpoſe; if he ſaw any regulations which he thought 
5 likely to remedy the evils, it was very much his — rac at 
the preſent moment, to give every aſſiſtance to thę executive go- 
_vernmeyt with reſpect to money, inſtead of ving any im- 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, it was abſolutely n to have a 
radical remedy, and that no palliation would d6:—as to the re- 
gulations propoſed by the Right Honourable Gentleman, it ap- 
peared to him, that the only effect of the firſt regulation would 
be to make gambling deeper; that, with reſpect to the ſecond, 
it was impoſiible to ſhut vp Guildhall, fo as to have nobody 
there but the commiſſioners; for the buſineſs muſt be carried 
on publicly, and the regulation was, of courſe, impracticable. 
As to the Jaſt regulation with regard to lottery offices, it was 
evident, from paſt experience, that it muſt be totally, nugatory. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER replied to 
the obſervations made by Mr. Sheridan, and ſaid, that the pub- 
lic benefit was too great to be hazarded on ſuch . an occaſion as. 
the prefent:—but he had no objection to delay the report till 
 Thurftay, when there would be an opportunity for a full and 
fair diſcuſſion. PP Res Hs ork Hoes 0) 
After which, the reſolution moved by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, that the ſum of 675,000l. be raiſed by way of 
lottery for the ſervice of the year 1793, was put and carried. 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER then moved, 
that there be iſſued to his Majeſty,. for the ſervice of the year 
1793 the ſum of 255,000l. out of the ſurplus arifing/from the 
conſolidated fund, from the 5th of January 1793, to the 5th of 
E 1794.— This reſolution was alſo agreed to; and the 
Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be received on 
_ the 23d. = | | e, aft ov; 


5 BOARD OF AcRICUL Tubus. 
The - adjourned debate on Sir John Sinclair's motion for 
an addreſs to his Majeſty to appoint a board of agriculture, &c. 
was reſumed. lt HOY 24 cls e 
A tedious and unintereſting converſation took place; in 
which Mr. Huſſey, Mr. Duncombe, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Pulte- 
ney, Mr. Sheridan, the Chancellor of the Exchequer,, Mr. Fox, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Martin, Sir John Sinclair, and Sir M. Dolben, 
bore a part. bog ' x $a . 


. 


o 
* jy * * « 


The chier objection urged by - thoſe who wetw-apainſ>-.the 
addreſs was, that they feared the eſtabliſhment W 
4 a F 1 ; Culture 
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ulture would turn out to be a ſource of influence and patro- 
age, and a heavy expence to the public; without the certainty 
ff any one advantage to the nation. Rd 


| Sir W. DOLBEN faid, that the ſociety for the encourage- 


ent of arts and coinmerce, eſtabliſhed in the Adelphi, anfwered 
I! the purpoſes of the propoſed inſtitution ; it held a correſpon- 
lence with every part not only of theſe kingdoms, but of Eu- 
pe; and communicated to the publie every improvement 
made in agricultüre. It was not, he faid, from philofophical 
bite flocking farmers that improvenients were to be expected; 
hut from the practical huſbandman. The Society to which he 
llided, would ſoon be degraded indeed, if it was in future to 
we only the trouble of paying away its money in premiums, 
n the ad udication of a new board of agriculture. . 
Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that to have the trouble of pay- 
ing was not a degradation, if he might truſt to a diſtich in a 
ballad made upon the preſent Miniſter, which fad  _ 
& HW hatever men think, or whatever men ſay, 
& I: always looks great to have ſomething to pay.” 

o guard againſt the poſlibility of the new inſtitution be- 
coming a fource of patronage or influence; he moved, by way 
of amendment, that the aſſurance given in the motion, that the 
Houſe would defray all expence attending the new board ſhould 
be omitted, and the following words inſerted in their room: 
« provided that no experice whatever ſhall be ificurred by the 
public in conſequence thereof.” Df Os e 
. FOX objected to the original motion, becaufe the mea- 
ſure was in itfelf objectionable, it being in his opinion a mere 
job, and likely to be converted into an mſtrument of influence; 
and becauſe, if the meaſure was a good one, the mode propoſed 
for carrying it into execution was à bad one. It was to be done 
by addreſs, and conſequently the Miniſters of the Crown would 
have the nomination: of the members of the board, and the 
means of extending patronage. The Crown alſo might annex 
chat condition it pleaſed to the qualifications of members, and 
exclude many able men, by requiring that they ſhould fubſcribe 
religious teſts. If fuch a board ought to be inſtituted at all, it 
ught to be done by act of Parliament, and not by an addreſs; 
for if done by arr act, both Houſes would have an opportunity 
of examining the regulations of the board, and every thing be- 


longing to it. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER-faid, it was 
impoſlible that the board ſhould be fairly ſtyled an Warden df 
inftuence, of the means of extending patronage. The expence 
nus to de 3005 l. a year; but this money was not to be for 

Vot. III. ; 5 Ce | ſalaries 
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| falaries to the members, but ly for defraying, in pe e firſt in- 
ſtance, 0 expence of clerks 7 ding the ordinary buſinefs of 
a Le ; and the reſt of the ſum. was to be laid out in pro- 
uſeful information reſpecting agriculture, and diſſemi- 


= nating it 562 h che kingdom, by means of publications. 


LBEN d, che amendment placed him in an 

1 Gtu tion; he Lend have voted inſt the original 

1 becauſe he thought the expence of ſu ch a board unne- 
ceſſary; but be could not vote for 15 amendment, becauſe he 
0 it as diſreſpectful to the Crown; for ſurely it would 
be a N deſire the e eſtabliſh a board, and then 


oard, at 


W him be Ruft e r ue that ke ſhould not incur any 
ENCE O it. 8 
he Heel 2 at Jaft divided, and Mr. Sheridan's amenden 
Mo noe cap = ig Wo Ya 


des „ 
The et c was next pat on Sir John Sinclair s 'motion in 
its beg, ſhape, and carried without further oppoſition 


INDIA NIL I. 

Tha les of the day bein moved, for. the Houſe v to TONE into 
its conſideration the report of the India „the r Was read, 
and the queſtion put upon the clauſe to enable his Majeſty to 
. T two additional members to the board of eontroul, not of 

88 and with falaries,”” _ 


e cor to the meaſure, and dat on the 
preſent, 28 . rmer. occaſion, the abſence of thoſe who, in 
the year 1780, had voted with him for the reduction of the in- 
fluence of the Crown. He ſaid that 2 >bblic had a right to 
ow their opinions on the ſubject, and ſbould think it bis 
to aſcertain them. If they had altered their opinions, let them 
| fi ſay ſo; and if they choſe not to make ſuch a declaration 
5 peech, jet them — ſo by their vote. The meaſure that 
was now. propoſed. app to him to be a ſhameful increaſe of 
the influence of the Crown, and a violation of thoſe principles 
of ceconomy ** wa 1. called for by the diſtreſſed ſtate 
of the nation. as the ueſtion in that light, he ſhould 
Rake the enſe of the Houſe on the t uſe; as 
vol. as bn every furore, of the. buſineſs. Ms. Fox; was 
aware, he faid, that the o „ 
ſinecure, but when he uw the Right Honourable Secretary 
ble r= ng ging three ſeveral of Seorenary of Lt 
Teer Nary, and en of this Board Con 
he roles of that the * of the board were not ſo very 94 


Wr to Fra it a, e unſellor 
s 


age for the purpoſe of 
he profeſſe 


ſurer of the I 
felt it neceſſary to explain, that the firſt of theſe had not been 


8 opinions other gentlemen might form, he aſſured the Houſe 
| that, every night when he went to bed, and every morning 
he | 
in the | 
in- 
to a jc * 
bis 4 lady about half his qwn age, ] Mr. Dundas continued, 
m id, that he thought the different offices would be much 
In tter executed, if placed in different hands; and that he found 
Nat ficient employment for his capacity in the duties of the home 
7 lepartment. ¶ Another laugh.] Gentlemen, he faid, would 
les ugh at a little thing, and he was happy to find that they did ſo; 
ate but no whimſical conſtruction whit k they might think prope 
ald o place. upon his words, could at all alter the juſtice of his 
28 apument. , He concluded with ſome obſervations on the | 4 
vas priety of encouraging the ſtudy of Indian politics, by hol 
50 out ſome offices in that line to the views of young men, e L 
ay declared his oppoſition to the amendment. CEN 
te, Mr. FOX-ſaid, that he bad never before heard his bill ob- 
al, 85 


jedted.;to a8 giving too much patronage. On that ſubje 
ſhould. freely, Rats is opinion in the poſterior ages of the bill, 
he had already ded: (rmer Parliaments, | He had likewiſe 
Xen ignorant that the Right onourable Secretary had declined 


C „„ receiving 
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receiving the emoluments of his office, though he confeſſed that 
he did not conceive how the public could be benefited by his not 
receiving them. e ener 
The CHANCELLOR ef the EXCHEOQUER faid, that 
the public had been benefited by the conduct of the Right Ho- 
nourable Secretary, as the ſaving had gone to the account of the 
civil liſt. EE: | Be ro as NILS 6 OT 
. 5 
Mr. SHERIDAN obſerved, that the ground of debate on the 
India bill of his Right Honourable Friend had been, that it took 
away all power from the Crown; and now it was condemned 
upon a principle directly the reverſe. He ridiculed the creation of 
ſetaries for new places and the idea of bringing up a certain 
number of young gentlemen for Indian . and recom- 
mended it to. the Right Honourable the Secretary of State to 
erect a managerie for the education of young ſtateſmen. He 
could not ſee why ſuch eſtabliſhment might not be created, 
while the ſeniors ſagaciouſly took all the principal offices. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, he ſaid, had been premier at the 
age of five and twenty, and his firſt, couſin privy counſellor at 
that of three and twenty; and now they turned round with 
the gravity of Neſtors, and exclaimed, ** Let us have no young 
gentlemen about us. Such conduct was prepoſterous —With 
regard to the offices held by the Secretary of State, he was very 
ready to anſwer for the tenderneſs of himſelf and his friends, that 
if thoſe offices were felt to be too burthenſome, they would 
moſt cheerfully oblige him by taking the weight of them on 
their own ſhoulders, and leave to that Right ee 
tleman the pleaſure of fultilling the duties only of the home de- 
partment, 5 e | "> Sto, 
+ The amendment was then put and negatiyed. The original 


- queſtion was next put, upon which the Houſe divided, 


* 


e 5 113 

„ 0 n B 3 n 

Adjourned to the 22d on account of the Whitſun holidays. 
: 5 May 22. Py 


Right Honourable R. HOBART ons: that an act of the 
- eleventh of William paſſed, directing that certain forfeited eſtates 
ip Ireland ſhould be veſted in truſtees towards paying the ex- 
pences of the war. Several of theſe eſtates were {old in conſe- 
- quence thereof, except a few, the leaſes. of which, had about 


ninety- nine years to run. In 1505 another act paſſed, by which 
the few remaining eſtates were veſted in truſtees. by the 
// Britiſh Parliament, and diſpoſable of courſe by the ſame powers. 


- In ſuch an awkward ſituation the bulineſs remained at preſent 
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and he therefore thought it unrieceſſary to preſs on the conſi- 


deration of the Houſe the neceſſity there was to have the pro- 
perty veſted in truſtees appointed by the Iriſh Parliament. He 
concluded by moving, that leave be given to bring in a bill, veſt- 
ing certain forfeited eſtates in Ireland in Iriſh truſtees, and ſub- 
5 to ſuch orders as may be iſſued hereafter by the Iriſh Parlia- 


j 
ment. Agreed to. 
SLAVE TRADE. 8 


Mr. WILBERFORCE remarked, that, after the ample dif- 


cuſſion which this ſubject had undergone, it was not his inten- 


tion to occupy the time of the Houſe, but would content him- 
ſelf merely with moving the order of the day—* That the 
Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a committee, to conſider of a motion 
to prevent the ſubjects of this kingdom from ſupplying foreign 
countries with ſlaves.“ | 3 | 4 
Mr. CAWTHORNE ſaid, that the motion was unneceſ- 


fary, as the Houſe of Lords was at preſent employed in examin- 


ing witneſſes on the flave trade. At all events he could not con- 
cur in the preſent motion, as the ſupplying of foreign countries 


was a point on which evidence had not iven in either 


Houſe. It was with reſpect to the Upper Houſe indecorous to 
proceed. The queſtion of the abolition of the African ſlave 
trade originated without doors, with men who were enemies to 
the conſlitution, the church, and fate. This he inſiſted was an 


| indiſputable fact, as it actually originated with the Diſſenters. 


He thought the motion nugatory, as at preſent no trade could be 
carried on with the French, whoſe ports were ſhut againſt us 


ſince the commencement of the war. He was ſurpriſed that the 
Houſe could hearken to the motion. The Honourable Gentle- 


man's fellow-citizens in France did, indeed, once propoſe the 
abolition of the {lave trade, but the preſent —_— Convention 
did not think fit to aboliſh it, and therefore 


cauſe it was brought forward at a period fo late in the ſeflion. 
Mr. BUXTON profeſſed that he did not conceive that the 


motion had any Fang whatever to do with the Convention ; . 


neither has the queſtion before the Houſe any relation to the 


; proceedings before the Lords, He had heard many irreſiſtible 


arguments for a total abolition, and ſeveral in favour of a gra- 
dual abolition ; but he never heard it diſputed, that the abomi- 
nable traffic of ſupplying foreign powers with ſlaves was not un- 
juſtifiable and improper. If the queſtion originated with the 
Diſſenters, it was an honour to their feelings — humanity; but 


there were others who claimed an equal ſhare of praiſe, whoſe 


attachment to the conſtitution, the church, and the ſtate, was 


e wondered that 
| e ſhould do ſo. He objected alſo to the motion, be- 


too well known to ſuffer/by any reflections eaſt on f 
Honourable Gentleman who oppoſed the motten. 
Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN obſerved, that after, what had 
been ſaid in reply to Mr. Wilberforce, he ſhould content him- 
ſelf with: merely ſtating, that he had, in the courſe of the day, 
ſome converſation on the ſubject with a confiderable Jamaica 
anter, who faid, that it was a queſtion with which the Weſt 
dia planters conceived they had nothing to do. For the ho- 

' Nour of the country he t . 8 that it was a moſt diſgraceful 
trafic, and ought to be aboliſhed, —— 
Mr. FRANCIS faid, that the arguments uſed by Mr. Caw- 
thorne were rather ſingular ; he had afferted, that the National 
Convention were a parcel of raſcals, who purſued a certain con- 
duct with reſpect to the flave trade, and then gravely called on 
the Houſe to follow their example. e 
Mr. COURTENAY remarked, that the Honourable Mem- 
ber who oppoſed the motion laid down two politions—Z7rf, that 
the National Convention of France were a parcel of raſcals, who 


bau left every thing that was bad to be done here.—Secondh, 


that the queſtion of the abolition of the ſlave trade originated 
with the Diſſenters, and implicated every perſon who ſupported 
the abolition in a charge that they were enemies to the conſti- 
tution, the church, — the ſtate. This was certainly the fact, 
| he ſaid, if he underitood the Iriſh Engliſb ſpeech juſt delivered 
by the Honourablè Gentleman, who had the happy art of giving 
the idiom of one country in the language of another. 5 

In one Houſe Mr. Pitt, and in the other a few. Biſhops, 
were friendly to the meafure of the abolition. He wiſhed to 
know from the Honourable Member, if he meant to inſinuate 


that they were enemies to the church and ftate ? In his indiſcrt- 


minate harangue he certainly infinuated, that every perſon that 
ſet his face againſt this abominable traffic was an enemy to the 
conſtitution, the church, and the ſtate. The Honourable Mem- 


ber, while abuſing the raſcally Convention, called upon the 


Houle to follow their example. He was actually arguing in 


their favour, without knowing what he meant, and I think, 


continued Mr. Courtenay, that the gentleman muſt expreſs his 


obligation to me for explaining to him what he was about. 


He had uſed the Diſſenters, he obſerved, rather roughly, and was 
of opinion, probably with the O Woman in Bath (Chaucer's 
Wife of Bath), e 1 
Dat the nation never weld tbhrie | N 
„all all the rogues were burnt alive. 


Speaking of the Diſſenters, he muſt remind the Hotioyrable 


Member, that the table had been covered with petitions * 


n 
n by the 
n * [7 N 


| 7 dehey 
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by Proteins bao Qua ters, Anabaptiſts, Jeuus, Gentiles, 


Nr he wiſhed to know if he conceived that | 


A ek W enemies to the conſtitution, the church, aud 


the ſtate—No--th 7h proceeded, on the common. principles of 


humanity THORN ity, and their petitions did honour to cheic 
feelings and generoſity as Engliſhmen, The Honourable Gen- 
tleman had not produced one argument, but that every man was 
an enemy to his country who voted for the motion. His ſpeech, 
1 fact, us 2 mg 1 the National Convention of France; 


wg. to relinquiſh the motion becauſe 
| ray, a 57 — oliſh the trade, he actually called 
upon a Brit 

N | Convention: For ſuch. meaſure he defiedthe 
| Fonourable Member, with all his wonderful information, ta pro- 


ouſe of Commons to act 28-8 /uh-commitier to. 


duce a precedent in either modern or. ancient hiſtory, and he 
conceived, that the Houſe muſt conſider itſelf much edified and 
amuſed by the exertion of his pre-eminent talents, and great 
abilities, in ſuppart of the National Convention of France. Mr. 


Courtenay concluded by complimenting Mr. Wilberforce on his 


perſeverance,. and had no. doubt but that his name, for having 

embarked. 1 in, ſo good a cauſe, would be handed down to the: 

lateſt poſteri ie 4 — the ſpeeches of Mr. Cawthorne, he fine. 
WI 


would be forgotten. | 
ERFORCE ſaid, that he had bandit 


| 4 Mr. awthorne, that deſerved an anſwer. The H 
divided, 887 2 I 
IR 6b} _ Ayes = e = 61 

Noes - - 18 


2 Majori ty 43 
The Houſe then bel ved itſelf into a 3 mw Mr. 


| Wilberforce: moved for Leave to bring in a bill to prevent the | 
| © ſubjefts of, this country from ſupplying with e mags; 


ve countries.” 


Mr. CAWTHORNE, oppoſed the motion. 2d. 


Mr. EAST was of opinion, that the motion ſhould * more 
explicit. He moved that the words ** and make indemnification: 
* to thoſe carrying on. the. trade” ſhould be added. He thought 
it extremely. ſevere. that no indemnity ſhould be given to thoſe* 
concerned. i in the trade, and who. had. acted — * the ſanction 


of repeated acts of parliament. - He conceived that gentlemen 


mould extend their humanity to their fellouv-ſubjects at home, 

and not by one ſtroke ruin them for ever. He preſſed Mr. Wil- 
berforce to know if he intended in au bill to e bse me _ 
ons to bam he had alluded. 6 Ea 


206 | PARLIAMENTARY Y Cotti, 


Mr. DENT was convinced that the preſent mieaſure was 
adopted at this late period of the ſeſſion, merely to keep the fer- 
ment alive, and to procure petitions next ſeſſion for à total 


| abolition. This was the trick of the buſineſs, and he therefore 


cautioned gentlemen to be watchful, and on their guard. Why, 
he aſked, did not Mr. Wilberforce and his friends look at home 
for objects deſerving of relief, and not take a fix months voyage 
where «heir interference was not required? He requeſted the 
Houſe to contemplate the miſchiefs that had ariſen in St. 
Domingo, in conſequence of this miſchievous zeal for reform, 
and to recolle& the riots in Jamaica. He aſked Mr, Pitt if the 
revenue was in that ſtate, that it was prepared to loſe the iſlands, 
the taxes ariſing from which formed ſo conſiderable a part of the 
revenue. With reſpect to the cruelties ſaid to be practiſed on 
the negroes, we may look at home, and ſee worſe in the 
army, for it was uſual to ſee drummers flogging, to qualify 
them for doing their duty, with a cat-o- nine tails. He cau- 
tioned gentlemen how they encouraged the preſent rage for re- 
form. He next proceeded to exculpate Captain 
actions, he ſaid, were groſsly mifi een in that Houſe, and 
recommended to Mr. Wilberforce to recolle& the command- 
ment, And do unto all men as he wiſhed to be done by.” 
Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that he was ſtrack with the 
force of the quotation, and would conſider it accordingly ; and 
thought that if it had made the ſame impreſſion on tn Ho- 
nourable Member, that he would not negative the motion. He 
expected that the leſs that could be ſaid on the ſubject, the 
more would be ſaid againſt the perſons with whom it originated. 
He was prepared to encounter every ſuch perſonality, and would 
feel himſelf neither irritated nor hurt at the wit of Mr. Caw- 
thorne, who he was happy to ſee ſo well pleaſed as to laugh 
at his own jokes. He had early in the ſeſſion ſaid, that if there 
was a probability that the queſtion: ſhould be decided in the 
Houſe of Lords, that it was not his intention to bring forward 
thoſe motions which he had offered to the ' Houſe. As there 
was no probability that the buſineſs would be fintſhed there this 
' ſeflion, he thought it a duty incumbent on him to move for 
leave to bring in the bill. The preſent queſtion had not, he 
faid, the leaſt reference to a general abolition of the trade, and 
it went merely to prevent the raiſing of competitors, which 
would be extremely detrimental: to the Weſt India planters. 
He thought it would be premature in the preſent ſtage of the 
buſineſs to enter into a detail of the bill. 5 
Mr. CAWTHORNE defended his friend Mr. Dent; for 
his own part he would act agreeably to what had been _—_ 
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mended to ee and he would a: tonande"the 


negroes- as he would wiſh to fee them act towards him. He 


would take them from a land of flavery, and bring them to a 
land of libe _ A loud laugh.) He ai that Mr. Wilberforce 


ſhould con the fate of his project at Sierra Leone. The 


mortality there was ſhocking; there were but two people Alive 
in the ſettlement, which was over-run with ' republitan' beetles, 


and which the curioſity of the Honourable Gentleman, he 
hoped, would prevail on him to go and ſee. This intelligence, | 
he aſſerted, he had from a perſon juſt returned, "us: who hows 
been ſent thither by Mr. Wilberforce, © | 


Mr. WILBERFORCE declared, beugte fuch werten 
was foreign to the ſubject, yet leſt the relatives of thoſe who had 


gone out to Sierra Leone ſhould be alarmed, he thought it his 
duty to ſtate, there was no ſoundation for the report. The 
ſettlers, as was expected, had ſome difficulties to eneounter, it was 


nn e Theo. eee en 


true; but at preſent the ſettlement was in a flouriſhing ſituation. 


After a few words from Mr. Smith, in corroboration of what 
| had been faid by Mr. Wilberforce, and a ſhort obſeryation from 
Lord 3 the Houle divided, | ; : 


„ yes, „ 51 


,,, et” ö apts 
Not members faſficient to CIA a Hou.” ct, Aug 
May 24. ore, 


Mrs HOBART- baht up the report tu / elbliviend 
agreed to by the committee of ways and means, for raifing 


money by lottery, which were read a firſt time on the Wel 
tion, that they be read a ſecond time, 

Mr. V. A. TAYLOR faid, that he conceived it would only 
be trifling with the time of the Houſe, were he to enter into the 
general objeQions to the ſyſtem of rr money by public lof- 
teries. He would therefore be ve to call back o the recol- 
lection of the Honourable hn. Tem 
been fo ably urged on the ſubject upon former occaſions; when 


the great 'va wy of evils, and the ruin and diſtreſs to numberleſs 


8 which had arifen from, and ſeemed the almoſt una- 
ces of lotteries, were ſtated in ſo ſtrong and 
4 v 


e a point iew SY many Honourable Gentlemen by whom 


he was then ſupported; on both ſides of the Houſe, and ſeemed 


lo generally admitted, that, if he had begun his oppoſition to the 
bulineſs at the proper time, he would — have ſucceeded in 
putting an end to he nuiſance of lotteries. It had been ſaid in 
defence of them, that * were a voluntary tax, and # clear 

Vol. III. D d = gain 


n the arguments which had 
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gain to the public, to the extent of the revenue raiſed by them; 
but he conceived that the ſums raiſed by lotteries. were not 
clear gain to the public; both | becauſe thoſe. who adventure in 
lotteries render themſelves leſs able to,contribute otherwiſe to the 
public revenue, and becauſe, whenever 109,000. is raiſed by way 
of lottery, another 100, oœol. is put into the pockets; of others, 
| by whoſe miſchievous practices incredible numbers are brought 
to ruin. He knew there were ſome perſons who ſay, that at 
preſent no way of railing money ought to be oppoſed : but to 
this he could not accede, though he was ſurely. very deſirous to 
give no oppoſition, at the preſent moment, to raiſing any ne- 
ceflary ſupply, how much ſoever he might diſapprove of the 
meaſures of Miniſtry, becauſe there was, in his mind, hardly any 
other way of ene ſo objectionable as the doing of it by 
lottery :—he confeſſed he would be deſirous of making ſome fort 
of compremiſe with the Houſe, which: Ft lead to getting rid 
ol the nuiſance of lotteries, when an end ſhould. be put to the 
preſent war, which he could call by no other name than that of 
an accurſed war. With reſpect to the regulations now: propoſed 
to be introduced by the Right Honourable Gentleman, this was 
not the proper time for laying any thing upon them, as they 
| would come properly to be diſcuſſed when the bill ſhould be 
brought in, though he certainly doubted their anſwering the 
- purpoſes propoſed. Mr. Taylor mentioned the receipt tax as 
one which he thought perhaps the beſt of any, though it was at 
preſent much evaded, and this he thought might be properly 
remedied by refuſing to admit any thing as legal evidence of a 
payment exceeding 10l. unleſs either a ſtamped receipt ſhall be 
produced, or that the perſon proving the e Hall alſo 
Fear that he ſaw a ſtamped receipt given for it: he did not 
know what addition might, by this regulation, be derived to the 
revenue, but onl ſuggeſted it as a matter that had occurred to 
him. On the ſubject before the Houſe, he wbuld ſay nothir 
more at preſent ; becauſe, if the recolleCtion of the 1 
had formerly taken place had no weight with the Houſe, he had 
not the vanity to think that any thing which he could ſay would 
make any impreſſion. C ĩ RET n nth — 18 
II be reſolutions were agreed to, and a bill ordered to be 
z 17h l und ono ih outer ACE SR ah 
"The ATTORNEY GENERAL brought in. a bill fo 
eſtabliſhing courts of judicature in the Iſland, of Newfoundland 
and, places adjacent ; which was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
Ihe Attorney General alſo, brought in a bill for veſting, cer- 
tain forfeited eſtates in Ireland in his Majeſty, ſubjeck to ſuch 
orders as ſhall be given by the Parliament of freland | ng 


„ 


| 
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the fame; which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 
„ RRT  9 3 4 6413 LENS 
Mtr. WILBERFORCE/ brought in a bill for aboliſhing the 
trade for ſupplying foreign territories with flaves from the coaſt 
of Africa in Britiſh ſhips, or by Britiſh ſubjects; which was read 
a firſt time, and ordered to be'printed, e 
„ e INDIA BIT L. IN f 
I The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
bill for regulating the government and trade of India; and, on 
the queſtion that the bill be read a third time, | 5 
Mr. FOX ſaid, as he underſtood there were a number of | 
elauſes to be brought up, fo that the queſtion could not imme- 1 
diately he put for paſſing the bill, he would not oppoſe its being 5 
„ lt 01 noeh yore Meeks ee 0 
Mr. SECRETARY DUN DAs then brought up a number = 
of clauſes, which were- agreed to, and ordered to be added to the — | 
bill by way of riders. On reading one of theſe clauſes, with re- 
ſpect to ſome reſtrictions or regulations of the trade to Nootka 


Sound, 1 f | 
Mr. FRANCIS roſe, and aſked whether it was the intention 
of the Right'Honourable pry to preſs the paſſing of the 
bill that night. It appeared to him highly improper, that fo 
many material additions ſhould be paſſed in an hour, without al» | 
lowing time for their being even underſtood, and much leſs for | lr 
their being at all conſidered. 8 | 5 
| Mr, SECRETARY DUNDAS faid, the fame reaſoning i 
would apply to all riders, which were uniformly allowed by the =. 
practice of the Houſe. — — 1 N 
Mr. FOX ſaid, that it certainly would not apply to all riders: 
but he believed it was without example, that an attempt ſhould 
de made to paſs ſo many clauſes, and thoſe of ſueh magnitude, 
introduced by way of riders, without allowing gentlemen any 
time to eiter them ;—in this way all the moſt falutary and 
eſſential forms of the Houſe might be avoide. 
Mr. DUNDAS ſaid, that the clauſes were really of no mag- 
nitude, and were only ſettling and adjuſting certain proviſions 11 
which were in the expectation of every box. = 
Mr. SHERIDAN complained of being obliged to take it on 1 
the Right Honourable Gentleman's word, without the poſſibi- Wo 
liy of inveſtigation, that ſuch a varigty of clauſes, and of ſuch | _— 
length, were really of no magnitude. Some of them, from what  ' 
he had heard, he thought extremely material, particularly what 
related to Nootka Sound. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
ſeemed to with to overlay the bill, and to fend it up to the Lords, 
| liz a modern ſtage coach, with 5 outſide than inſide paſſengers, 
| 6 5 * 2 . 


4 
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On a clauſe relative: to the Nootka Sound trades. bes which | 


certain pecuniary penalties were impoſed, 

+ The SPEAKER obſerved, that in point of um air muſt go 
through a committee of the whole Houfe;' ang the Houſe hav- 
ing gone into a committee, Mr. Beaufoy in the chair, the clauſe 


was read a firſt time. On the queſtion that it his weed a ſecond | 


time, EY 
EG ck OX ſaid, that af all theſe reſtrictions were made, the 
trade to Nootka Sound muſt be very imperfectly enjoyed; and, 
after all, the great ſacrifices which we had made to Spain on that 
ſcore, the ſubjects of Britain would have it wich moch greater 
diſadvantages than the ſubjects of any other European ſtate, par- 
ticularly thoſe of Spain. It was ſaid that the perſons concerned 
in the trade have conſented, and if theſe conſiſted of any conſi- 
derable number at preſent, that might be ſome argument; — but 
he' would be glad to hear how many there were of theſe Perus, 
as he ſuſpected they were, at preſent, very few indeed. 
The clauſe was then agreed to, reported to the Houſe, read 
a third time, and ordered 0 be added to the bill hn way of 
rider. | 
Mr. PU LTENEY: moved for leave to bring up a clauſe for 
taking off certain reſtrictions from the exportation by private in. 
dividuals, of military ſtores, nenen maſts, ſpars, eint 
| anchors, pitch, and tar. 8 | ; 
Mr. DEVAYNES objefted to the allowing private ind 
| duals to export military ſtores. 
Mr. FRANCIS was of the ſame opinion, and thought it 
would be dangerous to allow any more military ſtores, or ammu- 
nition; fo be exported to India, than were wanted ſor the Britiſh 
overnment, as they mult get among the natives: and might 
Prodabl be turned againſt ourſelves. | 
Mr. PULTENEY ſaid, they would be ſent there by oth 
: powers, over whom we had no controul. 
Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS thought there was a very 
material diſtinction betwixt military ſtores and ammunition, of 
which'it would be unwiſe to allow an indiſcriminate exportation, 


and the other articles. ſpecified in the clauſe. If therefore his 


Honourable Friend would agree to omit thoſe words which were 
moſt objectionable, it mit, probably, tend to make leſs differ- 
ence of opinion. 

The clauſe was then brought up, and cond: a firſt and FART 
time; and the words military ſtores and ammunition“ bein 
omitted. it was es to, and ordered 0 be. aaled to! the þill by 
1 way of rider. 

Mr. ALDERMAN CURTIS end tor Nas to win up 
. 9 5 for giving aifcrorionary:” power. to the Court of Direc- 
Ys tors 
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tors to remit the penalties impoſed upon brokers purchaſing teas 
at the India Houſe,” whereby. if they ſhould, by any accident, 
fil in-qaying the price within the time limited {three days), 
they not only forfeit fix times the depoſite made by them, but 
are diſabled ſor ever after from acting as brokers at any ſuch 

This produced a debate, in which Mr. Alderman Curtis, Sir 
Watkin Lewes, Mr. Alderman Anderſon, the Lord Mayor, Mr. 
William Smith, and Mr. Sheridan, ſpoke in favour of the mo- 
tion; and Mr. Devayes, Mr. David Scott, Mr. Setjeant Wat- 
fon, Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier againſt it. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas alſo oppoſed it, on the ground it re- 
quired deliberation, and that the queſtion might afterwards be 
brought forward ſor the conſideration of the Houſe whenever 
Gentlemen ſhould think proper. e OP? 

Ayes e *: 5115+ 0" 

On the third reading of the bill 8 

Mr. FOX ſaid, that having before delivered his opinion upon 
the ſubject of the amendment, which he meant to propoſe, he 
| would not trouble the Houſe with a repetition of the arguments 
on which he founded that opinion. But as he had given notice 
that he ſhould again object to that part of the bill which went 
| to the creation of new offices in the gift of the Crown; in ordet 
that thoſe with whom he had formerly concurred in a vote for 
reducing the influence of the Crown, might have an "oppor- 
tunity of delivering their ſentiments on the propoſed inereaſe 
of that influence, he certainly ſhould take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe upon it. ¶ Mr. Fox was underſtood to allude more par- 
ticularly to Mr. Burke and Mr. Windham, neither of whom 
were in the Houſe.] If they ſtill concurred with: him in the 
opinions they had formerly profeſſed, it became them, like men 
| who acted from a ſenſe of duty unbiaſſed by any temporary mo- 
tives, to maintain thoſe opinions by their votes. If on the 
contrary their opinions had changed, if they had abandoned the 

principles upon which he and hy had formerly combated the 
increaſing influence of the Crown, it became them, in that caſe 
alſo, as men who acted from conviction, to avow. that change, to 
explain the reaſons of it, and to confirm it by their votes. In 
no' caſe could he conceive it to be proper or conſiſtent with 
their duty and their character to abſent themſelves, and leavt 
perſons who were leſs inclined to put a candid conſtruction on 
their motives than he was at liberty to ſuppoſe that they were 
either afraid to 2vow the change that had taken place in their 
opinions, or that, if they ſtill adhered: to . 
| | X WUUng, 
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willing, on account of ſome. peculiar circumſtances at the'preſent 


moment, to take that part which their duty required. At al} 


events he had done his duty, by L gere this opportunity of 
delivering their ſentiments, and ſhould content himſelf, without 
further treſpaſſing, on the time of the Houſe, with moving to 
leave out the words which gave ſalaries to two of the by 
fioners for the affairs of India. 128 


IORD INCHIQUIN, (by way of anfwer to the complaint 


of Mr, Fox of the abſence of fo many gentlemen on the dif 
cuſſion of this ſubject, who, had agreed with him in a vote in 


me year 1780, upon the influence of the Crown, obſerved, that 


with regard to one Right: Honourable Gentleman, he had no 
doubt but that there was ſome very good reaſon for his abſence 
on this occaſion, for there could be no doubt of the ardour of his 
mind, nor of his attachment to the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man who made this complaint. His Lordſhip ſaid he recol- 
lected ſome years ago that Right Honourable Gentleman ſup- 
porting not only his friend's principles, but venturing his life in 
2 mob in defence of his perſon,” © rl het e 


"i This alluded © d conduct af 5dr. Burke, in Weſtminier 


Hall, when Mr. Fox met a prodigious number of the electors 
of Weſtminſter, to collect their ſentiments on the :ſhop tax, 
where Mr. Fox was inſulted. by fome- obſcure perſon from the 
cow, and Mr, Burke threatened with vengeance any perſon 
who ſhould avow the inſu lt?“ nent 
Mr. FOR, in anſwer to Lord Inchiquin, obſerved, that he 
_ complained not only of the Right. Honourable Gentleman to 
whom the Noble Lord had alluded, but alſo to other gentlemen 
who bad joined him in the vote upon the influence of the 
Crown, in the year 1780. He muſt conſeſs that it appeared 'n 
him to be their duty to attend the diſcuſſion of this bill, and 
their reaſons, if they had any, for thinking that the in- 
fluence of the Crown ought to be now increaſed in the manner 
which it would he if this bill ſhould paſs into a law, 
LORD INCHIQUIN ſaid a few words in explanation. 


- Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that with regard to the Honourable 


Gentlemen, to whom his Right Honourable Friend alluded, he 


muſt take it for granted, that they were all abſent for very 
good reaſons, elſe they certainly would be in the Houſe to do 
their duty. With re 4 the Right Honourable Gentleman 

For alluded, the Houſe no doubt would 
be fatished to hear that his abſence was not occaſioned by il 


to whom the Noble 


health ; of this he could aſſure the Houſe, for that Right 


nourable Gentleman attended his public duty this day at another 
place, and that 100 on the affairs of India. ¶ In Weſtminſter 
Hall, on the trial of Mr. Haſtings,) But the complaint of His 


Honourable 
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Honourable Friend did not apply ſolely to that Right Honour- 
able Gentleman, as he had himſelf already ſaid, there were. 
others. whom he had a right to expect to attend upon the diſ- 


_ cuffion of this buſineſs. They had good reaſons, no doubt, but 
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until they were pleaſed to aſſign them, he muſt ſay that they 
bad e ee kept 1 from the Houſe 45 all 15 

cations, when it was probable his Right Honourable Friend 
ſhould appeal to them on the vote they gave with him upon the 
influence of the Crown. That they ſtill maintained the opinion 
they gave upon that ſubject, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had na 
to the affairs of India, and that theſe very gentlemen had the 
ſame ſentiments upon that ſubject, as they had expreſſed upon 
the declaratory bill of the Right Honourable Gentleman (the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer). He had no doubt either, they 


doubt; that the influence of the Crown applied particularly ' 


| then. conſidered that bill as part of a ſyſtem of fraud, tyranny, 


and oppreſſion. He had no doubt that if theſe gentlemen were 
preſent on this evening, they would have the fame feelings as 
they had then, and that they would repeat their expreſhons, 
But however, although the majority of that Houſe might have 
confidence in the integrity of thoſe Honourable abſent Gentle- 
men, yet the public bad yet to learn the cauſe of their abſence, 
and perhaps until they were ſatisfied of the cauſe of that abſence, 
they might not be quite ready to take it for gage that theſe. 
entlemen did their duty by abſenting themſelves upon the pre- 
nt occaſion. However, when the apology came, there was no 


doubt it would be deemed ſufficient by the public. . 
Upon the putting of the queſtion, e 


The Houſe divided, 2 | 
The other clauſes being paſſed, and on the queſtion that the 


dill do paſs, Lip: 


Mr. FOX roſe, to ſtate his general obje&tions to -this bill: 


he (aid, at the firſt contemplation of the ſubject now before the 
| Houſe, he had entertained no idea but that there ſhould have 
| been appointed a committee of enquiry, to examine into the na- 


ture of the whole ſubject, and to report their opinion at large 

upon it to the Houſe, and that then a plan ſhould be pre P 
for the arrangement of the affairs of 1 ia, to be from time 
to time Alcufled deliberately, and then finally that the whole 
ſubject ſnould be ſolemnly Ane by the Houſe; was this 


the caſe?—Nothing like it.— Some time ago a capital ſpeech 
was delivered by a Right | Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Se- 


cretary Dundas) concerning the trade and government of India, 
and the neceſſity of renewing the charter, and ſo forth, but not 
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ſuhject he would not. now diſcuſs at length, becauſe it was 

ned; - before the ouſe; but he f . bjec- 

the diſcuſſion of i it, for he was: convinced at the” more 

+ ins mote it would meet the apptobatian bf ihe 
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eame to complain that the meaſure was improperly carried on, 
he cert inly complained without foundation, for how ſtood the” 
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All, for che particular queſtion which the Houſe had at this hour 
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much mote, conſonant to the general pri 

uit 75 

1 of the people in Parliament, than to attempt to at- 

| 5 \by; means N to the Jaws.of England; and to 
of ſound juriſ 


rudence. | 
ARDING Tad he hag ee to \ the bill; becanſe i in 


tha 2 HARY ibery ought. to be ſuppreſſed, and in the next be- 
cauſe bills. of this nature 


ſalutary conſequences that had been expected from them. The 


objeCtion that the bill would leſſen the valve of property in 


Srockbridgs, ” he would not allow to have any weight, becauſe 


was a truſt o be exerciſed, not for 


the dale 
the benefit of the ee who poſſeſſed, but for the general 


E they che whole community ; ; and when it appeared that this truſt 
it was the duty of parliament to guard againſt a 
future abuſe _ 's, by paſſing ſych a bill as that which, was then 
har 264 =o 8 jon. 
Mr. POW VS ſaid a, few works, and then the Hou 9 5 
when there ap ap | 
JO „ the ret 33 5 5 1 
| At it cn „ 8 


5 90 N Majority | r 8 8. OT by 3 1 10 7 is 


775 77 Wehn 


"As it was thus decided od that the ren ould, not tbe nerd, 
the ul of courſe was loſt. 


« FN 6s Ker 1 
ATI 22 . 


92 * 441 31 30 


Ar 28. „ 
Several bills for making certain alterations 1 in che FIR enue 
Laws were brought in by by Mr; Role, and read a ſirſt tim. 
Mx, Mot LAYLOR « expreſſed in very ſtrong terms his diſ- 
| on 1 A practice. lat cly . introduced | by ( entlemen 1 in of. 
de, 9 if bringing bills of. . at a period of. the Sel- 
lion, * 5 Dun. of t Members, thinking. the public buſi- 
neſs. at an end, ere returuing to their eſtates in the country, and 
when of te af in, rather than ; A full, Houfe might by ex- 
E Such A; f he Raid. ought. 8 be 9 3 A 
ngerous to the liberties and in Fel of the people. 
id, „that the hills which 
of ar nature 10 Freie the. ſmalleſt alarm for the liberties 
or intereſts bf. the p © The lighteſt peruſal would convince 
ngen d. t they had no other- object than' to make certain 
in the u extremel R to the ublic, 
Aa, gree d with: Mr. Tay 15 in conc mning 
ice to Which on had alluded. "Bills thus intr duced at 
di very Hoſe of the Scion often contained clauſcs wh Ne, 


2 5 


inciples of juſtice and. 
them to move at once for a bill for: reforming the 1 fe- 


had in two inſtances produced all the 


e had this day 5 ene. | 


& of 


mot 
they 


| fitior 


A 
reſto 
the $ 
day; 
to E 


STA 
2 
Lord 
to re: 
impe: 
citing 
to be 
they 
viding 
out fi 


ſelf £ 
| The 


meſſa 


in th 


(Jun 


M | 


—_— Mm, 


- one 


in the trial tk Vatren Haſtings,” 200 „on. 


& ofthe W * raiſe A lang, the 


_— 8 Jeu A ar EN 


pled through a chin Houſe, but which never cou paß 
if 10 ue Was full, and getitlemien v were allowed attentively' bed 
peraſe andconfi Aer theinz a 

Mr. ROSE declared that! he had peer in os Iife bub a 

bill late in the Seſſion for tlie purpoſe of having an oþportu ul 
of ſnuggling a clauſe Which way not likely 185 2 . 
Houſe. With reſpect to What gentlemen | Ny ot 
dellon being juſt at the cloſe; the ſpoke ſurely from gene | 
only; neither he nor any one in is Majeſty" $ government had 


| yet ſaid: any thing on that ſabj 


Mr.-SHERIDAN obfery elende b remarls might not 
apply to the particular bills 5 this day, they certajnly 
were very applicable to bills in t Seftions juſt at 
the cloſe,” when there was not time for — them atten- 
tively ;"and in 7 of fact many bills brought in at the cloſe of 

Leiden, had for object to repeal — for bills haſtily broug ht 
in and paſſod at the ſame period of a precedi 75 He ta 
ſaid he Would move that all the bills introdu this day by the 
Hon. Member ſhould be printed. 3 

Mr. ROSE faid, he would not mike the leid | objeftion to 


ene, for that purpoſe. Mr. Sheridan accordingly moved that 
they ſhould de Printed, and the motion pale, without a> 


| fition, 


As the next day (the 29th). would be the anniy of the 
reſtoration of Monarchy in this country in the perſon of Charles 
the Second, it was refolved that the Houſe ſhould not fit on that 
day; it was therefore ordered that at its —_— it ſhould adjourn 
to Thurklay next (the, ach.) e a bt 


STATE or THE IMPEACHMENT or w Annu. users, 2205 


Two Maſters in Chancery brought down a meſſage from che 
Lords, and then withdrew. "When the e was proceeding 
to read the meſſage, Mr. Burke, thinking that it related to the 
impeachment, cried out, ** hear, hear,” for the pu of ex- 
citing the attention of the members: "toy ce | pores 
to be very attentive ; but the Speaker, inſtead of reading , wh 
they expected, read that the Lords had agreed to à bill 1 Ss 


vidin and eneloſ certain waſte . 
out 7 un every, | quarter, of the wits Ls, A Fir kee wün- 0 5 — | 


ſelf joined ver heartily, x notwithſtandin the {ifappbititment. 
The Speaker, Ae Ne e nd | at 1 wy 


d of the 
Aber 


8 


neflage a notice, that their "Lorditi intended fb WA 


(June 8 When this notificatian was 1 e L5 
Mr. BURKE faid, that, thongh the di ther at the ol 
ect of the notifica- 


Yay, {© mulght : 
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tion was by no means fach ab/ called for, of would warrant, 4 
joke; for at referred to a matter of great gravity; and was con- 
nected with the moſt ſolemn adminiſtration of juſtice. Mr. 
Huaſtings. he ſaid. had this day corel uded his defence; and the 
Lords had given the managers till Wedneſday /ſe'nnight' to reply 
and remark on the evidence on both ſides. Their Cont(hipe in 
allowing ſo ſhort a ſpace ſor preparation for fo - arduous. a taſk 
might perhaps have intended it as a compliment to the abilities of 

managers; or perhaps they conſulted their own: dignity- and 
extent of talents, rather than th convenience of the Commons. 
Certain it was, that an immenſe maſs of evidence had been ex- 
hibited by the priſoner within the laſt ſew days of the trial, great 
part of which had not been ſo much as read; and therefore until 


: 


it ſhould be printed, it was impoſſible for the managers to ;deter- 


mine on what day they ſhould be able to reply to it. The Lords, 
in fixing ſo early a day as Wedneſday ſe'nnight, muſt certain] 
have deen taken by ſurpriſe; but however that might be, he felt 
It his duty to inform the Houſe that ſomething had this day hap- 
pened, which rendered it abſolutely nece that the manager 
Mould apply to their conſtituents (the Houſe) before they pro- 
eeeded one ſtep farther in the buſineſs of the Impeachment. The 
Priſoner; he faid,- had this day addreſſed his Judges, and thrown 


Df the Houſe, an the Commons of Great Britain, whom 
hey repreſented: he had inſinuated that the trial had been de- 
fgnedly protracted by the managers, and that their object in ſo 
ing was the gratification of private malice againſt him. Mr. 
Burke declared he could not conceive any man could be ſo corrupt 
as to act to believe (he was aſſured that no one believed it in 
reality) that the Commons of Great Britain could have counte- 
Hanecd: at the outſet, and reſolved to continue year after year, a 
proſecution ſounded ſolely in malice. Ho could the Houſe of 
Commons be ſuppoſed to be actuated by malice againſt an indi- 
vidual; or how could it be ſuppoſed that parties the moſt oppo- 
Kite and adverſe in that Houſe- ſhould have-congurred in voting 
the continuation of the impeachment,” if they had not been in- 
fluenced ſolely by principle and a love of juſtice? However, 
that was not the point to be determined at preſent: the priſoner 
had dared to bring a charge againſt the managers of the moſt foul 
nature; and it was therefore neceſſary to the characters of theſe 
gentlemen, and what was of much greater moment, it was ne- 
ny to the ends of juſtice, that an inquiry ſhould be made whe- 
ther that charge was well founded or not? e truſted the reſult 
of it would be that it would appear clear to the world that the 
managers had not occaſioned any unneceſſary delay; and that the 
delay of which the priſoner now ſo Joudly complained * 
4 - ; 2 ; E rne 


2 


out inſinuations highly injurious to the honour of the —_— | 


It was read aecordingly, and 
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firneſs/be aſcribed to himſelf. Nr. Burke ſuid, it was his wiſh: 


that the buſineſs; ſhould be referred to a committee; ſome might 


think. a ſelect committee the beſt for the purpoſe; but he con- 
feſſed; a committee of thie whole Houſe would pleaſe him moſt, 


becauſe he wanted to give the greateſt poſſible publicity to the 
proceeding; that as the charge had been made by the priſoner in 
the ſace of the world. ſo the confirmation or refutation of it 


ſhould be equally public, to the end that the managers * | 


either ſtand acquitted in the eyes of the Commons of Great 
tain, or meet that contempt and puniſhment which ought ever 
to follow thoſe who. are capable of making publie juſtice. a veil 
for covering a malicious intent. Having ſaid this, he moved that 
the entry in the Journal of the 27th of May, 1717, reſpecting 
the impeachment of Robert, Earl o Oxford, might be read. 
Lords having fixed a day for trying him, it was reſolved by the 
Commons, that as the impeachment having been interrupted or 
ſuſpended for ſeveral months, a ſelect committee ſhould be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the ſtate: of it, and make their report to 
the Houſe; and that this reſolution ſhould be communicated to 
their Lordſhips. The * 11 of which was, that the 
Lords appointed a day more diſtar 
firſt fixed for reſuming the trial. | 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ſuggeſted to 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, that it would be more convenient, 
if he was to adhere ſtrictly to the-precedent in the journals, and 


| move for a ſele& committee rather than a committee of the whole 


Houſe; for the other public buſineſs muſt 8 if the 
inquiry was to be carried on in the Houſe. The publicity which 
the Right Hon. Manager wiſhed for, would attend the proceed- 
ing 2 a ſelect committee; for the repo! 

and afterwards taken into conſideration by the Houſe e A 


Mr. FOX recommended it to Mr. Burke to adopt the ſag» 


re, the Right Hon. Gentleman, as a proceeding before a 
elet committee would be much more convenient than before 
the Houſe in the firſt inſtance. There was one point, however, 
in which the preſent caſe differed from that which aroſe out of 
the impeachment of Lord: Oxford; in the latter, no charge was 
brought againſt the managers; in the former, the defendant, Mr. 


Mr. 
| Haſtings, had ventured: to charge the managers with having in- 
| tentionally and maliciouſſy occaſioned unneceſſary delay. It this 


charge was true, thoſe 5 inſt whom it was brought were no 
longer worthy of the 2 ee. that Houſe; if 
it was falſe, reparation was due to their characters; and as the 
Houſe: was the only body who could try its managers, or from 


whom they could receive inſtructions how to proceed in carrying 


t than that which-they had at 
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oft the inipeathiment, fo it was the duty of the Houſe to try the 


maliigets, and tell the world Whether they Had Ahüfed their truſt. 
Without ſome declaration oti that Head, it Was impoſſible” that 
they could proceed one ſtep farther. As for His own part, he 
aid, he had not a goubt but it would be found tat the managers 
were not the authors of the delay of Which Mr. Haſtings com- 
plained; for it had ſo happened, that zt the very ourſet of the 
tial, they propoſed à mode of proceeding” which would have 
prodiitel a ſpeedy decifion or julginent Upon each charge ſepa 
rately. To this mode Mr. Hahn s had been ad iſed to 
and by that objection, which the Lords admitted, the defendant 
was himſelf the ſole author of the delay, which he now wanted 
to charge upon the 2 Within che laſt twobor three 
days of the trial, Mr. Haftitigs had acted in a way calculated to 
make the public wink that defah was the vhje&' of the managers; 
for he had exhibited an immenſe maſs” of evidence, which had 
not been ſo much as read, which was not yet, and could not be 
ſpeedily printed; and then he preſſed for a ſpeedy concluſion of 
the trial. Mr. Fox faid, he would not venture to ſay that Mr. 
Faſtings had acted in this manner for the exprefs on! we of 
making the managers paſs for perſons intentionally devifing 


means of delay, under the, pretence that they wanted time to 


conſider the 'evidence; but if ſuch was the real object of Mr. 
"Haſtings, he faid no man could have hit upon a more plauſible 


method for attaining it. He concluded by ſaging, that he withed 


the report of the committee might be made as ſpeedily aspoſſible, 
that the Houſe might be able, without Toſs of time, to come to 
ſome vote on the conduct of the managers. | W 
Mr. BURKE ſaid, he would not object 
by the Chancellor ef the Exchequer; and therefore he moved 
that a ſelect committee ſhould be appointed to inquire into the 


ſtate of the impeachment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. and report ; 


their opinion thereon! to the Houle. 


 *Mr. GREY obſerved; that as in this caſe the managers might 


de faid to be upon their trial, it ſtruck him as improper that an 
of them ſhould be members of the committee. This he, as one o 
the managers, conſidered as a matter of delicacy, to ſhew the im- 


partiality of the Houſe, aud would ultimately redound more to the 


- honour of the manager s. e e . 
Mr. BURKE upon this remarked, that the committee would 
find it feareely poilible to proceed, unleſs ſome of the managers 


were to be members bf it. Beſides, their report would be of no 


ect unleſs confirmed after wards by the Houſe. He then moved 


the names of twenty-one members to compoſe the committee. 
very impartially ſelected from both ſides of the Houſe, ſome half 


a dozen of whom were managers. Some members, 1 
e cal 


'obje&; 


to the mode ſugge bod | 
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beard thelr Names called, N ag 8 9 
to be gf, this e e 12 
egen ff he. e of, the 9 — 8 Mr, Burke; 


T px com-. | 


repli 11s yas, of no con! ſequence ;.the Naples: Was not 


to. W thether; the impeachment ſhould be continued or 1 


abandoned; Gi 9 25 mere 1 0 ph act, in what , 5 15 


then was, W nlp 2 7. * Fg 
The names —— Bu * oy ed by the 
Houſe; it was reſolved hy. the hg ſhould meet t0-mor-, 

_ 0 ithſtanding the adjournment, and that fr v6 lt uld form, 


The e SOLICITOR GENERAL, ſpeaking 1 upon the i fe 
of this Comms expreſſed himſelf thus—*+ Thin king, 
do, the continuance of the impeachment after a "rag 
Py 9p * Arik is a moſt unconſtitutional proceedin 111 
SPEAKER immediately interrupted him, and to m 
that arcs could be more diſorderly than for a member to call, 
that e e which was carried on in conſequence of A, 
reſolution of the Houſe ſtanding upon its journals. If he diſap-.. 
proved of the reſolution, he ought to move that it be reſcinded. z 
but r not ſpeak irreverently o of it, whilſt, it remainel un. 
repeale 


The SOLICITOR GENERAL ter we rebuke, and Hd nat, 


ſay a word more. 

The, follow! ing gentlemen: were appointed the committee, wy 
Mr. Burke Mr. Dudley North: -/- --- Th 1 
The Chancellorof the Exche- The Secretary at Wr on 70 00 

quer Mi. F:: bl gh arr! 
Mr. Wilberſoree Mr. Sheridan 2 1 114 
Lord Morningwn Mr. Windham „isn Þ 163: yo 
Mr. enkinſon „ 175 Mr. Grey inen Ou: ol C 
Mr. - yder "+5 | ee Mr. Dent ö -Þ TEL 
Mr. Baker Wl RIDES 2 M. W.,Ridley, Ban. 2 
Mr. Powis Mr.; Lamb ton 
Mr. Huſſey Mr. Whitbread, j jun. hn 
Mr. Clare Homtend Mr. Carew. -- 15 ee 
Lord Carysfort 159 „Nu, Wisler . ebe 
Mei W. mith:. ab 7˙ i 21299; uk tee (0% . TH tf 


I PRIVILEGE OF THE HOUSE oF. COMMONS. .; LE 5 
Mr. BAKER ſaid, he had to addreſs the Houſe upon A ſubject 5 
intimately connected with that which had juſt been under diſcuſ- 
tion, On his return to town this day, he found in a paper called 
the Wor Lp, a moſt ſcandalous and indecent libel upon the ma- 
ugets af the nene e * the * ö 
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nation of the Houſe ; he believed he ſhould on this occaſion on 
=> * notice of a motion which he would make on the firſt open 


| tion, it would be abſolutely impoſſible for the Houſe not to ground 


flecting in a groſs manner upon the managers; and Mr. Burke 


| 2 afflicting at the preſent moment. 
he al 


II PARLIAMENTARY Common, 
of Commons, and through that Houſe upon the whole people 
of Great Britain whom it repreſented. It was an account of 
words faid to have been uttered in another place, ſhamefully re- 
flecting upon the managers; he ſaid he was as yet at a Toſs in what 
manner to proceed in this buſineſs,” or how to expreſs the indi. 

J 
He faid that when he ſhould have read the libel in queſ- 


upon it ſome proceeding. He was proceeding to read, when he 
r en Ar evo 4, 

Mr. BURKE, who ſaid that in this caſe 3 the perſon 
who was moſt to blame was the printer; and therefore he wiſhed 
his Honourable Friend would not read the paſſage in queſtion. It 
ſeemed that it contained ſome expreffions of a very ſtrange na- 
tore, faid to have been uſed by a /piritual Lord of Parliament, re- 


was good naturedly diſpoſed to ſcreen the Reverend Prelate from 
the indignation of the Houſe. ] At the ſame time, he obſerved, 
that when the liberty of the preſs was uſed for the purpoſe of de- 10 
feating the ends of public juſtice, by ridiculing thoſe who were ry K 
employed in carrying on a proſecution ; when it was known that th I 
z mercenary faction was employed for the expreſs purpoſe of FT 
counteracting the agents of the public, in a great national pro- 1 
ceeding againſt a accuſed of high crimes, he confeſſed that Wl * 
an example ought to be made of thoſe who baſely devoted the | 
preſs to ſuch criminal purpoſes. | V 
Mr. SHERIDAN. faid, the queſtion was not, whether a 08 
printer ought or ought not to be puniſhed, but whether the TI 
words which the Honourable Member wanted to read had been 5 
ſpoken, and whether they were ſuch as it was fit for any one to 1 
have ſpoken. If they were, then he would not heſitate to ſay bad b 
that the fituation of the managers was degraded, and that no one } 1 
could continue to be a manager without Taming to the moſt AR 
ſhameful degradation. 1 5 . & th 
Mr. CHARLES TOWNSEND obſerved, that the Rev. derk h 
Prelate, whoſe name Was uſed in the paper which the Honour- 
able Gentleman wanted to read, had that morning ſuffered a do- e, 
meſtic calamity, which would make any proceeding againſt him EA 
| "The calamity to which OE 


neceſ 


ſuded, was the death of a moſt amiable daughter. 


Mr. BAKER faid, he felt for the domeſtic affliction of the Thel 


Rev. Prelate, and was far from wiſhing te add to the grief of 2 be him 
father under fuch a lok; be had not himfelf. been in town til fl (on 
within two or three hours; on his arrival he found the paper in kderatic 
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deen old oe pro it was of ſuch a nature that it qught 
O 


not, 11281 er. ae 


1 5 called out to him to read the libelous 
1 0 But he erke it; . the buſineſs at laſt paſſed off 


2 50 0 a A eee i 5 1 it into e 
ae FN nh rr 51 1 K. 
20 „ SEAYE TRADE. wy. 

The” mY of the day. for the ſecond readin ; of the Yi for 


preventing Britiſh ſhips from, ſupplying the iſlands of foreign. : 


powers with negroes, was moved by Mr. Wilberforce. - 

The SPEAKER informed the Houle, that counſel attended 
n bop of the merchants of Liverpool, &c. who oppoſed the 
l 

It Wer then moved by Mr. WIGLEY, that the counſel ſhould 
be called in, 

Mr, 'WILBERFORCE oppoſed the motion on this ground, 
that the queſtion was already fo well underſtood, that it was un- 
neceſſary to hear counſel upon it; that counſel had already been 
heard flag. on the ſubject of the ſlaye trade; and that the Houſe” 
could not, without diſgracing itſelf, liſten to any oppoſition to' 
the principle of a bill which was to prevent Engliſh merchants 


from ſupplying foreign powers with ſlaves. 


ſhort converſation took place on this ſubject, which termi- 
vated 1 in A Wilder, when the numbers appeared to be, 
For calling in the conan 25 
inſt it [.% 
The bill was then trad a fecond time without further oppo 


lion. 5 : 
| 14 | | SALFORD. ROAD BILL. 


It having been moved, that the amendments to the Salford 
ar bill be now read a ſecond time; which was done We 


ng 

e SPEAKER begged leave to call the moſt Gets attention 
of the members to the ſubject, as thoſe who had heard what the 
derk had read, muſt know that the amendments made by the 
Lords to the Salford road bill, as they affected a money clauſe, 
cre a material encroachment on the privileges of that Houſe. 
he object of that Houſe, therefore, was to determine in what 
mode they ought to refuſe their aſſent to the amendments, or to 
expreſs their een at ſo unconſtitutional an interference 
0 their Lordilups. An interferenee, indeed, ſo ſtrongly marked 
de himſelf f never remembered ' On occaſions of this nature, the 
tultom of the Houſe had uſually been either to poſtpone the c 
ſderation of the bill to a futurè day, or to lend a _— to the 
Vor. UL n G g Lords, | 
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Lords, ſtating the WP. of their a green ent and defirin a 
conference, And if their” I. ips pet Wered in their conduct, 
the bill was löſt; a circumſtanct of ro ſalt iticonvenience i in 
beint of enpencè and time h Iftothe"patfies'and t& the public. 
t was not for him to expreſs His Individual opinion on the ſub- 
Jed, und the Houle Sold! vo doubt adopt that mode of Proceed. 
ing which was moſt conſiſtent” with” "ty own Ugnity, and the 
eſtabliſhed rules of Parliament. 

A converſation then took hes enen Mt. Groſvenor, the 
Maſter of the Rolls, Mr. Sher dan; and the Secretary at War, 
which was concluded by a reſolution” propoſed by the Maſter of 
the Rolls, that theſe amendments be taken into furthet conſi 
deration on this day ſix months.“. 

The reſolution was agreed to nemine cuntradirente, and the 
Speaker hoped, that the conduct of the Houſe would ſerve for 
the future to produce more caution elſewhere. 

The Houſe then ONS of the other _—_ of the a, and 
adjourned to the Jon: 385 , 


"Mar 30. 
Right Hon. CHARLES TOWN SEND low fs hoe. 
pars of the committee appointed to inquire into the wn? of the 
achment againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
he report 3 that the committee had dit an quiry into 
ie ſtate'of the impeachment, and found that, in conſideration of 
[defendant's caſe havin 3 cloſed, -and much evidence not 
yet printed, as well as the ſpeeches of counſel, the managen 
could not be prepared to proceed to their reply at the fime ap- 
— by the Lords for that purpoſe. That — regard to the 


chatge on the head of Benares, they would be ready to proceed | 


on the lath of June, but could not be ready in the other 
charges: for A conſiderable time, probably: act leſs han four or 
tive weeks. bc! . 
Mr. TOWNSEND then moved; that a meſſage vs ſent t to 
the Lords, to acquaint them with the reaſons why this Houle 
cannot proceed to the trial of Warren. Haſtings, 'Eſq. at the 


time appointed, and to defire that the ſame nay be! bot! off tos 


future da 
Mew IGLEY bad. that the Houſe ſhould not Mak te ny 
propoſition which tended to protract this trial, already protrafted 
much too long. He had the honour to be one of the ealtimittee 
who prepared the report now before them: that committee were 
ſatisfied of the propriety of it; he was not; and, upon a view of 
the whole caſe, he was ſatisfied" that the melſage now; propoſed 
ought not to be ſent to the Houſe of Lords, confiſtentlywith 
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ready, to proceed, a A . of their been. on the 
of the managers to haye been, in his opinion, the chief cauſe. of 
che great length of the preſent trial; that they put queſtions to 


„ 


| witneſſes which were ixregular, and had offered evidence for the 


proſecution that was inadmiſſible, Pa Sha the judges had often 
been of that opinion when the L rds took their advice upon 
theſe . points. With reſpect to the report now upon the table, 


he conſidered it to have been framed chiefly. by the advice and 
| opinion of a Right Honourable Manager who. was one of , the 


members of that committee (Mr. Burke). He had aſked that 
Right Honourable Manager, in the committee, ſomEqueſtions 
relative,to ſome of the charges of the impeachment, to which he 


+ * 


* 


had not received ſatisfactory anſwers. 


The SPEAKER called the Learned Gentleman to order, and 


informed him that he could not regularly ſtate to the Houſe any 


. thing upon the ſubje& of the report, any thing that was not in 


the report itſelf, unleſs he intended to move for its recommit - 


| ment, a 5 


Mr. WIGLEY then' proceeded to ſtate, that as the Richt 


Honourable Manager had for ſo many years attended to the af- 
fairs of India, and for that purpoſe had read books at the India - 
houſe, he could not be unprepared to proceed upon this buſineſs 
zt this time. He hinted that Mr. Haſtings was unfairly treated 
on the part of this proſecution, and that to his knowledge, had 
not Mr, Haſtings applied to his own friends, members of that 
Houſe, to attend early, a Houſe would frequently not have been 
formed ' to proceed to the trial in time ſufficient for buſineſs in 
Weſtminſter- hall. He maintained that no delay came from Mr. 
Haſtings on the part of the defence —he was clearly convinced, 
on a view of the whole ſubject, that further time ought not to 


* " 


de allowed to the managers to proceed upon this trial. 


Mr. FOX ſaid, that the Learned Gentleman had oppoſed the ; 


motion now before the Houſe upon unfair grounds namely, upon 
the ground of delay, that delay lie had prettyplainly imputed tothe 
managers the queſtion therefore muſt be with regard to that 
Learned Gentleman's objections, whether the managers had been 
guilty of auy unneceſſary delay, on their part, in the courſe of 
this trial? Firſt of all, he begged leave to proteſt againſt the truth 
of the allegation, and to declare, that to his knowledge there had 
not been, on the part of the managers, any delay whatever. He 


did not ſay that there had not been delay ſome where, nor that 
ſuch dela might not have been nece up 


was, and/he;pledged himſelf to prove it be 
Y 


re he fat:down, that 


whatever delay there had been, or whether it was neceſſary or 
unnegeſſary, it did not proceed in any one inſtance from the 


G 8 2 managers. 


then ſtated the conduct 
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managers. Suppoſing therefore for a moment, that what he 
| promiſed he ſhould be able to perform, he would then aſk, whe. 
ther there was a man in that Houſe, in this country, or in this 
world, who knew any thing, of the nature of this proceeding, 
who did not know that that which had taken up fo much time 
_ already for evidence, did not require great time for deliberation? 
Was it not poſſible that there ſhould-be more evidence to be of. 
fred on the part of the proſecution, when that on the part of 
the defence came to be deliberately examined, in order to rebut 
the evidence on the part of the defendant? Did not this rule ap- 
ply to the other fide, when the proſecution was cloſed? Did it 
not apply to all judicial proceedings, and more particularly to 
ttzhoſe of a criminal nature?—Let the Houſe look at the courſe 
| of the trial from its commencement.—On the part of the ma- 
nagers, much of the time had been taken up in reading: the arti- 
| cles of charge, and the evidence to ſupport them and' the dif. | 
| Ferent mode adopted for the other ſide. On the part of the pro- 
| 
| 
| 


ſecution the whole of the evidence, at the requeſt of the defen- 

* dant's counſel, was read at length.—On the part of the defence 
| various parts of the evidence were entered, as read, for the pur- 
-poſe of ſaving time, referring to volumes of books to be printed 

by the managers, before oo ſhould proceed to reply.—The 
managers might have inſiſted on the evidence for the defence 
being read at large, like that on the part of the proſecution, but 
for ib purpoſe of avoiding delay as much as poſfible they had 
-conſented to this expeditious mode. He was not blaming the 
.counſel for the defendant for inſiſting on all the evidence from 
books on the part of the proſecution being read at full, perhaps 
they were very right, but then he expected that there ſhould 
come from that quarter no complaint of delay afterwards, eſpe- 

: erally when out of favour to them the managers had conſented 
to ſhorten the evidence on the part of the defence, and giving it 
=all the effect which it could have from being read, by conſenting 
to enter it as having been read at the trial, and conſequently 
printed with the other evidence. This the counſel. on the part 

- of the defendant could not have done without the conſent of the 
managers, and yet thoſe very managers who had been compelled 

- to go through their own evidence at full length, becauſe the 

- counſel for the defendant inſiſted, upon their doing ſo, and who 
had conſented to accommodate the defendant with the beſt mode 

- of managing his defence, becauſe his counſel deſired it for the 

_ fake of expedition, were now to be charged by theſe, very coun- 
ſel with having wilfully cauſed delay on the preſent trial. But 

it had been faid, that the managers had occaſioned delay, by pro- 
poſing queſtions which could not regularly be. aſked, and that 
che opinion of the judges had been given againſt them upon 5 
a eee 


| evidence appeared to 
| prepoſterous, fox it was ſaid, that although the evidence in itſelf 
| might amount to ſomething, yet it would not raiſe a degree ot 
| preſumption in its favour to entitle it to admiſſion, thus taking 
the weight of evidence as an argument againſt its com 


many days had been employed in that period Only 1 22 
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occaſion! often, and that they had offered evidence which w 
inadmiſſible. Upon this he muſt! confels, that if there was to be 
any reproach to attach to the managers for ſuch conduct, he was 
ambitious of having his ſhare of it, aud he claimed a great one. 
He ſhould not now ſav any thing upon the opinions of thoſe 
who thought the proceedings of the managers vexatious in that 
reſpect, he would be contented with obſerving, that hate ver 
their Lordſhips might think upon the propriety ot their refuſing 


| evidence offered by the managers, he thought that the managers 
would have been highly reprehenſible if they had neglected to 


tender it, and that the general ground for reſuſing to receive that - 


ridiculous, and the argument upon it 


| 7 
and with reſpect to the opinions of the judges, he could only ſay, 


| that the managers never knew the principle on which they pro- 


their chamber of Parliament, ſhut up to the abſolute excluſion 
of ſtrangers ; and therefore ſuch opinions given in the dark, and 
to the managers totally behind the curtain, they had no rule for 
their guidance and improvement; and therefore they were ob- 


ceeded, as they always gave thoſe opinions before the Lords, in 


| liged to perſiſt in every queſtion they put that might have been 


odjected to by the. defendant's. counſel, not knowing what the 
judges would approve or what they would diſapprove. The 
next conſideration was, upon the matter of fact, with reſpect to 


1 the time which the diſcuſſion of this impeachment had already 


taken up. It was ſaid, it had laſted fax years. It had ſo - hom 


ane year, only 20 days had been allowed.—If the Lords 1 
y extraordi dihgence from the managers, their Lordiſhips 
m the example they gave, did not require that diligence: with 


very extraordinary grace.— The managers, however, did not wiſh, 
ta be extravagant in their requiſitions to their Lordſhips; for 
| they aſked only for a week upon important ground for proceeding 


upon this trial, although the Lords had taken months for them 
ſelves; without, condeſcending to aſſign any ground whatever. 
How ſtood the caſe with reſpect to ſpeeches before the, Londa 
upon this trial Upon the Benares charge, which he had 

the honour of opening, he ſpoke only one day, and an Ho—-— 
nourable Friend of his another day. Two days in ſpeeches from 
the managers upon this point, eight were taken up; by the 


| counſel for the defendant in anſwering this he did not ſay that 


the. counſel took up too much time, he dared ſay it was ORs 
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little-for the” buſineſs they undertook, but he mentiontd this t, 
egard to the queſtion of d. lay. 


Another thing was to be noticed upon this trial, arid it Arche 
out of the firſt part of the trial. When the Lords ſaid to the 


managers that they ſhould not aſk for judgment charge after 


churge ſeparately, but that Mr. Haſtings Thould hear the whole 
of ite charzes to be enhibited againſt him before he ſhould be 


called upon to make à defence to any, why was this rufe 
not to be followed with reſpect to the managers making their 


reply to the defence of Mr. Haſtings? Why was one rule to be 
followed by the defendant, and another to be marked out 
for the proſecutors? For according to the mode allowed Mr, 
Haſtings for his defence, the managers ought to have time to 
peruſe the whole of the defence before they proceeded to reply to 
uu. And if che counſel! for the defendant required time to 
anſwer the ſpeeches of the managers, and to rebut the evidence 
they called for the proſecution, why was there not to be time 


for the reply in the fame manner? He would go further, ane 


ſay that, even if he had known a good while ago that the defence 
would have been cloſed at the time it was —he was then entitled 


to think and expect, from the conduct of the Lords upon former 
ages of chis trial, that they would not have called upon the 


for their reply till the next ſeſſion of parliament. 
How ſtood facts upon this point? On the 14th of February, 


1701, the Houſe of Commons ſent a meſſage to the Lords, im- 
porting that _ were ready to proceed upon this trial What 
— Lordih 


ips pleaſed to do? Not a word was heard from 


them until the 17th of — and then they made up by their 


aQtivity for their paſſed neglect, for only a ſhort time however. 
How: many days did their Lordſhips allow to the managers to 
waceed upon this trial in the whole of that year? — Only 
„and on the zoth of May their Lordſhips' diligence cloſed 
for the ſeaſon. Did they then tell Mr. Haſtings that 

make up his defence to what had been exhibited againſt him 


1 


in à week; as they called upon the * to reply? No- 


thing like it, for they allowed him time to the next year. Was 
there one law for Mr. Haſtings, and another for the managers? 


le confeſſed that, upon every view he had of the ſubject and 


the conduct of the Lords, he expected that they would not have 
called upon the managers for their K the next ſeſſion. 
Another part of the | buſineſs was alluded to by the Learned 


Hy Gentleman, which. was, that Mr. Haſtings had been opliged » 


requeſt his friends to come down to the Houſe on the day 
trial in time / to form a Houſe, to prevent delay that muſt otfrer- 


wiſe haye happened. Upon this he mull ſay; that de mien 
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out of the 319 dyn which had been taken. up in this tial he 
three or four on which: perhaps the 2 waited for 
the Commons, for perhaps the, ſpace. of half an hour; chiasy n 
preſumed, was not very: diſgraceful to the managers, nor ve 
extraordinary, for on ſome days the Chancellor did not come 
beſore three o'clock in the aſternoon, frequently at one, und ir 
he ſhould by Sens ANON any intimation to ine managers, 
de in the Hall at, twelve, it as not very ſurpriſimg that the 


managers were nat in court much before one o I chi 


— — —— — 
— —— — 


was laid to them as matter of blame upon the managers, he et 


7 


well bear, without thinking themſelves likely to be weighed 
down by it. It ſeemed, howeyer, that nom Mr. Haſtings called 
for expedition in the courſe of this trial, in hopes of having final 


judgment this ſeſſion. Was there any body, poſſeſſed of the leaſt 


knowledge of this ſubject, who bad the leaſt idea that final 
judgment could be obtained in this mighty buſmeſs this fef-' 
hon? If there was, he confeſſed himſelf bound to adinite* 
his candour, and his confidence in the diligence of the Lords 
The moſt remarkable part of the objections nom ſtarted 
zgainſt the delay of the managers was yet remaining. It Was 
pretended that the managers muſt know, or might have know, 
the whole of the evidence long ago, for that the whole of it 
might have been printed. To which he anſwered, that wis: 
impoſſible, for that a great part of the evidence, on the part bf 
the defence, had, by the expreſs deſire of the defendant's counſel 


not been heard as 2 by any body in that court, having been 
entered from page | 
as. read to be printed hereafter; and even theſe could not be 


is to page that; been entered upon the trial 


ready. even for their Lordſhips before the very day on Whictr 
they had called upon the managers to appear in Weſtminſter 
Hall to, rebut. it; aud how could the managers do juſtiee t 
that Houſe, to themſelves, and to the public, in ſupport of this 
proſecution under ſuch ſingular circumſtances: if they were te 
comment upon evidence which they never heard, they miſt ber 
men of extraordinary genius; indeed if they could, they would 
do juſtice to their cauſe. With regard to the ſpeeches of fhE 
learned counſel for the defendant, he confeſſed himſelf unable t 
reply. to them alſo, without time to read them from tlie tan: 


| ſcript of the ſhort-hand notes takem at the trial; for under the 


| idea of being allowed to have tliat advantage, he had waved 
| the thought of taking full notes himſelf, and he muſt ſay, k. 


however great and ſplendid m 
Gentleman who | ſpoke laſt, 


| qr the talents of the Learned 


| would be weil pleaſed if he wat called-ypon te repiy wiftbut” 
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the afifiance to which he had- alluded. Wis it therefore now 


Ait thatithe/managers ſhould: be called upon to reply in this 


tuation? Were they to comment upon 206 pages of evidence 
wich they had not, and which they could not have read? 


Were they to reply to ſpeeches which took up all together near 
24 hour to deliver without reading thema and thinking on the 
arguments contained in them? He confeſſed himſelf unable to 
do ſo in leſs than a ſortnight, more he did not require: There 


ns another point whieh he had hinted at before, which was, 


that it was poſſible that evidence might be produced in reply; 


and yet gentlemen perſiſted in faying, that the managers ought 


to go on: Without further time, before they had ſeen all the 
— on the part of the defence. How was it poſfible to 
know what the evidence, which had been entered as read, might 
turn our to be? When gentlemen came to conſider theſe points 
properly, he hoped the time the managers aſked would not 
appear too much ; and that they were not guilty of delay 


on their part in taking it, if allowed. He was ready, after 
the time propoſed, to proceed upon the ſubject of the Benarcs 


charge, at the ſame time he doubted the expediency of it. But 


| with tegard to the other charges, he muſt fay, it appeared to him 


to be neither conſiſtent with the character of that Houſe; nor 
with juſtice, to proceed upon the others, until much more time 
was taken to conſider of che whole of the defence which had 
been made to them; rather than to attempt to anſwer the de- 


| fence, it would be better not to anſwer at all, but to leave the 


caſe as it ſtood, and call for judgment on it; he was, how- 
ever, far from being ſure that even that would be any avail to 
the defendant, for the purpoſe of having judgment in the preſent 


ſeſſion. Having made theſe obſervations, he muſt ſay, he was 


glad that this debate had taken place, and he was under ſome 


obligation to the Learned Gentleman whofe oppoſition had pro- 


duced it, becauſe it had afforded him an opportunity of proving, 
what he truſted he now had proved, and what often he had faid, 
that the more this ſubject was inveſtigated, the clearer it would 


appear, that if there be any delay any where, none of it was im- 


putable to the managers. On their part there had not been any 
attempt at any dilatory proceeding. He defied any man in any 
ſituation, however great his talents or abilities, to prove that the 
managers had neglected any part of their duty in the courſe of 
this arduqus proceeding, or to impute to them any corrupt 
motive; or to ſhew what advantage men, ſituated as they were, 


bad to expect from delay or corruption upon this ſubject. 


be SOLICITOR GENERAL, after ſome explanation 
aof what he truſted would reſult from the preſent motion being 


cagjed, gave it his aſſent. 


— 


* 1 . an » —_ 


by the 


SV - ws WW. _T WO, Wo FX WW. 0. v5 _. 5 _ Rn VT. C2. a 7 oY oy <0 -AS- a0 


ahh 


Mer 30, %. JOURNAL? | ** 


Mr. VANSITT ARF agreed to it alſo, under a hepe 
the whole buſineſs would terminate in the preſent ſeſſion, 
that ſome regulation ſhould take place by which impeachments 
in future ſhall be prevented from extending to the grievbus 
F 4 lr rr a 40S 512 „ 
Mr. -BURKE defended the conduct of the managers, and 
ſupported the motion with great fore. arge. 
Mr. BURTON expreſſed ſome concern at hearing that that 
part only of the reply thould be made this ſeſſion. He obſerved, 
there were / wo things to be conſidered on ſuch an occaſion as 
this; the firſt was, that juſtice ſhould be done, the ſecond that 
the public ſhould: feel it. He thought the trial had already 
laſted ſo long that it was doubtful whether it could be ſaid that 
juſtice in mercy had been adminiſtered to the defendant; and if 
it went over to another ſeſſion, he was doubtful whether the 
Fee ne? ied pt 2 pt Gin 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER- ſupported 
the motion; and bore honourable teſtimony of the conduct of 
the managers, and maintained that they ought ta be ſupported 
Helo: A Learned Gentleman had expreſſed ſome 
anxiety on account of the reply on the part of the proſecutſon 
not being likely to be conoluded in the preſent ſeſſion. He 
begged leave to obſerve, that that did not belong to the preſent 
queſtion before the Houſe; if the managers were compelled to 
proceed upon the charge of Benares before the time they 
thought they. ſhould be ready, he did not ſee how thut eireum- 
ſtance winds better enable them to proceed upon others. He 
thought the time propoſed beyond the day appointed by the 
Lordg by no means too much. The character of the Houſe, 
and the honour of the nation, were involved in this proceeding, 
and he was clearly of opinion that they ſhoyld avaid'precipita- 
tion as much as they ſhould fear the imputation of delay; and if 
the managers were called upon to make their reply before they 
were prepared, the conſequences muſt be obvious to”every gen- 
tleman in that Houſe. He was perſuaded that to prepare for the 
reply altogether, fix or ſeven weeks would be only moderate 


time. Whether the whole could he concluded within the pre- 
ent ſeſſion, -was not a queſtian to be debated no; he _ faid 


. 


by the way, that that appeared to him to be abſolutely im 


lt deferred to another ſeſſion, that might certainly- be called 
ſome pn ; it appeared to him to be unavoidable, but he did 


not think that final judgment would thereby be retarded.” 
There could not be a ſhadow of excuſe on the part of the 
managers for not being ready next ſeſſion to go on from day to 
day, until the whole was concluded; and then tirtie might be 


Vor. III. 


allowed for their Lordſhips to receive the evidence, ani to ο m- 
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A action was 425 made, „ that ths Gels as acquaint able 
their Lordſhips, that from the conſideration of the caſe of of | 
Warten Haſtings, Efq. having been cloſed ſooner chan there Sher 


was reaſon to expect, and chat as time will be requiſite for they 
printing the eviderice, and the ſpeeches of the counſel for the de- com 
fendant, the managers can in no cafe be ſufficiently prepared thin 
to proceed at the time appointed, and therefore 212 r Wai it and 
may be ut off to a futureday.,” | | I 
r. IGLEY oppoſed the motion | tion 
Mr. RYDER moved an m 0 to it, which was, to Hon 
| bene out that part which related to the ſpeeches of counſel. imp! 
This produced à ſhort converſation, which ended in th the 
amendment being withdrawn, and the original motion offer 
Mr. BURKE took notice of the impropriety of ſuffering fl mad 
impreſſions to be made upon the public mind upon this trial, with 


*throup | the medium of certain proſtituted channels, and in- the r 
ſinuatlons in that Houſe, and at another place, that delay hal the 
been che object of the managers; and reminded the Houſe of tract 
What was due to their own dignity, to the character of the to tl 


managers, to the honour of the Britiſh nation, and the x cond 
Bi ought to have for the opinion of poſterity. He urged't came 
points with g eat . _ concluded with moving. befor 
Fete That the Inted to conduct the ee fairly 


inſt Warren \ H: ings, ſq. do prepare and - lay before this him, 

* uſe à ſtatement” of e proceedings on the trial of the 'faid WW | not { 

. impeach? ent, together with an account of the eircumſtances their 

- *which have occurred in the courſe of the ſaid trial; together-allo that 

we ee as. may have occurred to —_—_ an chall 

& Ee... | 

U. Mr. LONG ſaid a few wort againſt raking up the' time of dhe r 

[the mana ets in this way. 7 F 
Mr. WII. LEY Wadde pelvicks queſtion” bY 

Mr. SHERIDAN defended the motion with great ability; 

ße riches the” idea of there not being time for the puff 1 

and obſerved, that the managers had ſeyeral hands wnemp 
at this time; and, indeed, that he was un loyed ieſelf, 0 


** 


porte 

their 

M 

15 

- ſhould be ſo with regard to this impeathithen ankle ſpeeche \ Me 
7 


" and the evidence Alluded to in the coutſe-of this /day-ſhould be 
Tinted; for he would not begin to think what he ſhould ſay 
1 70. beſcre be kriew what he was to reply t to; the argu- a 
WWW ment, many 
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'4 


Max ge. 1793· lob Aan 08. 
eee and figures of the learned copnſel 
for the defendant, . might, perhaps, not require any eee 
ordinary efforts; but he muſt be acquainted with facts, and the 
application which they made to them. He could wiſh, for in- 
ſtance, to know what Gert of a'reply either of the two a tac | 
able Gentlemen would make, — reading it, to the { 
of Mr. Plomer, which laſted four days; if they, printed it, 
Sheridan ſaid he certainly would read 1 4 mo becauſe he 
they had overturned, hs arguments of the N coun 14 5 or 
commented: ably on three folio. volumes, although Peg might 
think fo, but that ſuch a reply muſt | in its nature be a curious 
and entertaining performance. 

Mr. FRANCIS faid, he ſhould offer but o one Hat obſerva- 
tion on the violent oppoſition made to the motion by his Right 


impreſſion on the Houſe, and on the public. In the courſe of 

| the preſent debate, as well as on every other occaſion that had 

offered, both within doors and abroad, a certain ſet of men had 

made it their conſtant buſineſs and. ſtudy to load the managers 
al, with the baſeſt accuſations, by — by inſinuation, ar 
n- the moſt falſe: and infamous ſlander, with a 8 of perſuad 

ad the public that the managers had purpoſely delayed. and 15 

of tracted the trial, to the vexation wh preſſion of 1 2 5 — 
ut now, what was 


he to the di of public juſtice. 
ud conduct the ſame perſons, when his Ri Right Honourable Friend 
eſe came voluntarily forward, and offered to lay a ſlate of the facts 


| before the Houle, and before the nation? inſtead of meeting him 
nt fairly on the truth of their own charges, they turned ſhort upon 
him, and ſaid, they would hear nothing, of facts, they would 
not ſuffer. him to clear himſelf and bis” fellow managers. from 
| their; malicious calumnies. They could abuſe and calumniate, 
that they were equal to; but, when they were dared and 
dullenged to a fair trial, ed ſhrunk like cowards, and fled 

from the proof. What further evidence. could the Houſe, or 

the nation defire, than that every word theſe perſons had uttered 
on the ſubject was utterly falſe and incapable of being ſup- 
ported. Let this fact go forth to the world, with all the reſt of 


their proceedin | 
Mr. MORRIS ROBINSON: and Mr, VANSITTART ſaid 
ach a few words., e 
The. SOLICITOR GENERAL was againſ the motac | "I 
* TAYLOR fa e . 
The; CHANCELLOR. of. the, 'EXCHEQUER th 
* — — . oni fl 
W: ulg mould gal 
panogers to wee 0 W formal account of thei 


Honourable; Friend. The fact, he truſted, would make a proper 


ei L IAMENTAR Costxroxs. 
duct, and therefore the motion appearrd to bim to bemcedleſs, 
If any complaint bad been made agairiſt them, the Houſe ſfouli 
vindieate their character, but that not being the caſe, he owned 
he wWäiſhed the Houſe not to proteed to a ſtep ſo unuſual a; 


that involved in the preſent motion; he therefore wiſhed he 


could prevail on the Right Honourable Gentleman to withdraw 
Ab 1475 orb rt TER ont net eget 8150 act}, Hat Ind 
Mr. BURKE -anſwered- the arguments | urged againſt the 
motion, and appealed to the juſtice of the Bang 2s — his 
character againſt the groſs calumnjes with which it. was loaded, 
and . great indignation at the manner theſe calummics 
had been ſuffered to paſs without proper notice. He con- 
cluded wich leaving the caſe entirely to the ſenſe and pleaſure 
Mr. RYDER was againſt the motion upon the grounds 
. by the Chancellor of the Exche quer. en 

Mr. SHER HAN ſupported: the motion with great force; he 
obſerved, that if the Houſe had any delicac re appointing 
the managers to make a report upon a ſubje&. hich concerned 
themſelves perſonally,' that would be eaſily removed. by appoint- 
ing the ſame committee as that whoſe: report the Houſe had this 
day received. He maintained, that when the conduct of the 
managers was arraigned, the public ought to have a fair ſtate- 
ment of that conduct; there was nothing ſo neceſſary as a rea! 
ſtatement of facts upon this ſubject. If, for inſtance, it was 
known by the public that had the Lords met de die in diem, the 
managers would have been ready to do ſo, and then the whole 
of the trial would have been over in one ſeſſion of Parliament, 
inſtead of laſting as it had for fix years. If theſe things were 
publicly known they would have a good effect upon the public. 
If it was known, that in the year 1791 the Lords allowed only 


Four days ſor this trial—that in the preceding year only fourteen | 


days—only eighteen days for tio years, the public would form a 
Tight opinion whence the delay came; and that if the counſel 
Jor the defendant had taken twenty-two days for the defence, 
theſe things would have the weight they ought to have upon the 
public mind. Theſe matters of fact would tend highly to make 
people aſbamed of accuſing the managers of any improper con 


duct- upon this trial; he- withed indeed thoſe gentlemen who | 


affected to. blame the managers, would ſtate charges againſt them 
becauſe then they could be met, and regularly refuted; but 
inſinuations were vile, where their authors would not come to 
2 teſt of truth. Mr. Sheridan then alladed to certain: words 


ſpoken by a high character in Weltminſter Hall, upon chi 
Trial, that no- man, except ſuch perſons. as Marat and Rober- 


pierre, could have conducted themſelves as ſome of Mr. e 
| ; 1 5 ers 


1 is af accu 


ds | 


| 
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accuſem had done If any man e brenn upon this earthy 
was ſuffered to do this without being rly refuted; there was 
an end of the: dignity of the Commons of Great Britain. He 
was not to be anſyered that theſe were the words of a privileged : 
perſon; no — 2 ought to have fuch a privilege, and the 
dach er the authority the more intolerable the inſults: The 
— of ſuch aſſertions ought to be manifeſted to the public, 
that hn public might- continue to eſteem the character of the 
managers of this important nn r . a _ 2 _—_— 
reverence: ſor public juſtice. $1544 

Mr. DUNDAS recommended: ing che: motion for 
the preſent as matter of prudence, becauſe in its conſequences it 
might lead to a Hfouts w with the Lords, a -circumſtance/-mott 
carefully to be guarded againſt by all who wiſhed to ſee the im- 
peachment brought to a juſt and honourable” concluſion. At 
the ſame time he felt that the managers were entitled to the 
protection of the Houſe, and if they ſhould think it expedient to 
preſs the motion, he ſhould think it his duty to vote for it. 

Mr. FOX admitted that there might be grounds of 
for withdrawing the motion, which the Night Honourable 
Gentleman who made it would conſider; hut t on that 
there was nothing in a parliamentary form before the Houle; to 
induce them to call for ſuch an account from the managers, was 
not well founded, for whatever was ſaid in court * mw | 
Haſtings or his counſel, was regularly before the Houſe. 

Mr. BURKE ſaid, he would do much from motives ofivire- 
d&nce, but prudence and policy called upon him to perſiſt in his 
motion. Whoever in truſt for public buſineſs, facrificed his 
reputation, ſacrificed the bülineh with which he was entruſted, 

managers had borne with many things to avoid a diſpute 
with the Lords, which, under different circumſtances, they would 
not have borne; but they could do fo no longer, without bes 
traying their duty, and the honour of the Houſe, whoſe delo- 
gates they were. Could the Lords imagine, thut the Houſe of 
Commons, juſtifying themſelves, was an . unleß 
they had ſet up an 3 of their own, in oppofition to that f 
the Houſe of Commons?—+ If they have done ſo, ſaicd he, 
there is an end of us both, to any uſeful 22 
amur frangimur,—If the Lords decide this cauſe on feeling; not 


on juſtice, * upon it we are gone. It is the laſt of the 


kind that will ever come before that tribunal, on whicfireſti the 
main ſecurity of our conſtitution. I call upon you, as you-prize 
Your honour, as yew value that couſtitution, to vinticata your 
character, by affording the managers an opportunity of refuting 
the re _ __ ws if they "on; or r by N 


— — mom — — — ——— — — — —— 
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May 
them if eatiot, or, ſo help me God, L believe this will be 1 
the laſt i wy ment you will ever prefer... est $105 to +: vote 
Mr. W NDH HAM fa ſaid, there was neither prudence, nor po- queſ 
ä licy i in ſubmitting to ill ufage beyond a certain point - that point 1 
was already naſſed.—leaſt of al of all to . their character to the {1 
moſt i "ar an —— when to vindicate it required 
only a plain ſtatement of facts. | 
Mr. JENKIN SON- objected. to: the form of the motion, as 4 
be thought it would be better, and would tend to bring the mat- * 
ter within a narrow compaſs, at the ſame time that it would | he at 
full anſwer: the end propoſed, if the managers were i ſimply to and 
2 re the Houſe a ſtatement of cheir ere Mithout a fit 
obſervations. K ( lng: futu1 
| r. BURKE ſaid, it nad impoffble for. him to ee to the T 
ee propoſed by the Honourable Gentleman. If it were alk - 
to he agreed to, the managers could not poſſibly make 'their de- ton) 
ſenee ; and rather than they ſhould be ſo limited, he would with nigh! 
the motion to be negatved- altogether: one charge or inſinua- mul 
tion againſt them was, that they had introduced a great deal of that 
bad matter in evidence; and how could they juſtify themſelve: he f 
in this reſpect, without ſtating the and reaſons upon conv 
which the evidence was — uid Haring ſtated what oc · lead 
curred to him as proper to be in the view of the Houſe, Mr. late: 
durke- faid, he would humbly retire, and leave _ motion to 1 M 
as the Houſe ſhould think right. h i from 
Mr. JENK KINSON explained. the 1 
The AR obſerved, that the ie ee 891 mids unde 
moved till the motion for the previous queſtion ſhould de dif- it on 
poſed of. next 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER Gil, hat | 
he had already ſuggeſted a doubt with reſpect to the propriety of | 3 
the preſent motion, as it did not appear to him that the Houſe T 
was called upon to on ſuch a meaſure. But, as he found that leave 
| ep pred the «++ Greg i Managers who had ſpoken ſeemed to act 
de of opinion, that if the motion were rejected it would have direc 
appearance of diſcouraging them; although he was. ſtill in- and t 
Clined to retain his former opinion, yet in ſuch an embarraſſing the 
ſituation, he would certainly yield that opinion to their better print 
formation on the ſub Is — would therefore give his yote | 20M 
inſt the previous queſtion, 1 fl on tt 
| „Mr. STANLEY. ſpoke n the previous queſtion acl is in | 4: © 
Vi of the motion. 10. 10 fr 555 Inne 96 bate 
2771 he Houſe. Aue on the previous en, e baxedrnos coml 
ge” Stk # nie Ayes wy Art not for! 69 Din Vo WAH Atto 
29 bug af : es | 46 1 it; me 1 e rtl bs Sis q reſi 
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on the Farnham hop bi 
bats enſoed. in which the principle of the bil us ſtron 
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The queſtion came therefore to be decided — on 
thep ? 


vote of the Speaker, which he e e an 
queſyon,” 415 5 G0] 137 {13494 x: £6 6 87 : 1 Hi, : 
' The Houſe e Burke's mation. reddit pot! 
15 % hoes ©! 050 we . 5 = 91 TE 20015 144 11 He 1 
24 ha 4 "3 155 a. ; St a * 
hach ee ainſt the . e 
Mr. BURKE, the fate of the motion, but ki Ant 


he and the managers had done their duty in apa. nary >, 


and that though Houſe: had now though arr webs 


a ſimilar 3 might perhaps de n more. 
future occaſion under better auſpices. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER e W to 
ak the Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Lamb- 
_ whether he meant to preſs his motion on the Houſe that 

The en buſineſs and diſcuffion- had gone into 
— | greater le chan was expected, and he was anxious 
3 Honour . & Ta 4 defer his motion, a8 
he felt it wou attended wi ſome degree of perſonal in- 
convenience to himſelf, that a motion, which might probabl 
lead to ſuch important diſcuthon, ſhould be brought on at” 
late an hour, 

| Mr/ LAMBTON felt himſelf — peculiarly Gruited, 
from three delays having already taken place in bringing forward 
the motion of which he had 22 notice; at the 2 time, 
under the circumſtances ſtated, ſaid he would not then prefs 
it on the Houſe; and it was agreed to de in 29 bk. 
next June 3). 


28 q 
COMMERCIAL CREDIT BILL... eee e 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER ved; pl | 


leave bo given to bring in a bill for rendering more effectual an 


act paſſed in the preſent ſeſſion, for enabling his majeſty to 
direct the iſſue of Exchequer bills, &c. to be applied in manner, 
and to the purpoſes therein mentioned. — Leave was given; and | 


the bill was brought in, read a firſt time, and ordered to be | 
printed, and to be read a ſecond time to- moro ß. 
I The order of the — read, for going into a comfiitte 

E 


', Et 17 1 


On the'queſtion, for the Speaker's leaving” Ui bär 4 


combated by Mr. Serjeant Watſon, Sir William Dolben, the 


Attorn and Solicitor Generals, and M. Burdon, who ex- 
be cir diſapprobation of the bill chiefly on the ground of 


wa a reſtriction againſt a particular individual, conſined 


ve a particular pariſn, inſtead of being a matter of general regu- 
„nne e cher handy de dill ens Taps eel e jute 


as a neceſſary regulation, by Lord William Ruſſel, the:Chancel. 


Fox. ; l 


lor of the xchequer, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Stanley, jun. and Mr. 


The Houſe divided, W 
Ayes, for the Speaker's leaving the chair 48 
Naes' & > Hat 7 2 ts 16. 


The Houſe having then gone into à committee, ſome conver- 
fatiow enſued as to calling in counſel ; after which the Hout: 
was reſumed, the chairman reported progreſs, and leave was 
given, that the committee ſhould ſit again to-mrrowWWw. 
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_,CONVICTS. 


Sir C. BUNBURY faid, that in prefacing the motions which 
he ſhould have the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe, it was 
his wiſh to imitate what. was deemed the art of pratory amongſt 
the ancients, viz. the ſaying much in a few wards, rather tha: 
the modern practice of ſaying little in a great many. But exclu- 
ſive of ſuch claim on the attention of the Houſe, he believed it 
would be a ſufficient apology if he aſſured it, that his object was 
to leſſen the ſum of human miſery, and to prevent an unneceſ- 


ſary expenditure of the public treaſure. He conceived that not 


only humanity, but policy, ought to induce his Majeſty's Miniſ- 
ters to turn their thoughts towards the unhappy convicts deſtined 
= — — He called the attention of the Houſe to their 


praved, were rendered completely ſo oy this miſchievous and im- 
ted, that of the ſeven years 


_ year conſumed in gaol and on board the hulks, and the 74 
or 


er- 
ule 


deemell eo 
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the patrtor ! This maxim, Str” Charles ſaid; might be juſt re- 
ſeating honeſt men, from whoſe aſſdoiations much good migin 
zriſe; But it ſhould be reverſed when applied to the diſhone 

The aMciation of the bad muſt produtè evil. Sepatate and re- 
ſorm is the maxim to be attended to in the management of thieves. 
But th gh a friend to proper ſeparation, and ſecluſion; he diſap- 
proved f lo confinement in ſolitary cells, which; he feared, 
had too often been —— _ = flight — ſimee the At 
of the z iſt of George III. for the better regulating of priſons⸗ 
which * the power of . —— 
uſe, and gave to all magiſtratey the power — all of» 
fences' within their cognizance by ſolitary impriſonment; a-pus 
niſhment which, by the former Act of the th of George III. 
was reſtricted to the Judges of 'Aﬀizes, and to offenders guilty of 
crimes of ſuch magnitude as were uſually doomed to tranſp5rtas 
tion. This Act of the 1ſt, therefore, _— have been ac 
companied by a reviſal of our code of penal lau; for ſince the 
penalty of imprifonment was greatly increaſed by ſolitode, the 
duration of the term ought to be proportiofiably diminiſhed, and 
for trivial faults ſfiould be very ſhort. It was a ſtrong and p62 
tent remedy; and, like all ſtrong remedies, ſnould be adtminiſd 
tered with à cautious and difcreet hand: what was good fo 
phyſie, ws not good for food. On the whole, Sir Charles req 
probatecd the practice of ſending felons, ſentenced to tranſpurta- 
tion for ſeven years, to a barren ſpot in one of the remoteſt core 
ners of the globe, at which, ' when they arrived, ufter much 
trouble and expence, they were to be preſerved from periſhing by 
famine, by corn and meat ſent from England; the precarious ar 
rival of which had ſubjected them to frequent alarms and diſtteſw 
The colony, ſince its eſtabliſhment in January 1788, had almoſt 
aways been on a reduced ration. As Governor Philip, though he 
thought the ſettlement, from the preſent ſtate of its oultivationy 
would ſbon be able to ſupply itſelf with grain, recommended that 
a ſufflcient quantity ſnould bo ſent thither to ſerve till the end of 
the year 1794; and as ſupplies of beef and pork would be 
wanting for four or five years more, Sir Charles adviſed the ſend- 
ing ſhips for thoſe articles to the fruitful Iſland of Madagaſear; 
from whence they might be procured at a much cheaper rate 
than from Great Britain. Perhaps, indeed, it would be wiſer 
father than to ſend proviſions from hence to the hungry inhabi- 
tants of Sydney Cove, to ſend them to the proviſions, ag Mada- 
gaſcar was a place infinitely more eligible for . ſettlement; 
abounding not in eorn and eattle, but in various natumi 


productiom moſt ſerviceable in trade and manufnqtures. Sir 


Charles thought of the inferior delinquents, whom the- laws 
reigible, and dere forthe del ars of fred 


years, 


* . 


Vo. III. 
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ſtited to their capacities in a well? regulated penitentiary houſe, 


and by! proper care and diſoipline their morals might be amended, 
andtheir bad habits reformed. pr 304 S LO 128 COT 74 L101 = 1. 2 1 
The propriety of this mode of treatment he thought himſelf 
_ Jaſtified in recommending, as it had not only received the re- 
pcated ſandtion of both Houſes of Parliament, but in thoſe 
counties; where, by the liberality of the inhabitants; and the lau- 


Aaple zeal and attention of the magiſtrates, the priſons had been ſo 


conſtructed and regulated as to try its operation, the moſt bene. 
ficial effects had reſulted from it, and the great object of all pu- 
niſhments in ſome degree attained, many having been reformed, 
and many deterred from the commiſſion of crimes. The remain- 
der of theſe criminals, if the American States refuſed to receive 
them, he adviſed, ſhould be ſent to Hudſon's Bay. When 
America refuſed to receive our convicts, penitentiary Houſes were 
propoſed;- but in oonſequence of the great expence, this ſcheme 
Was an cattied into execution. The next plan adopted, was 
that of ſending them to Botany Bay. After recounting the mi- 
ſeries theſe unſortunate people underwent in priſon, on board the 
hulks, and in their paſſage, owing colours, - Sir Charles next 
| proceeded to ſtate the eſtimate of the expence incurred by govern- 
ment by their tranſportation. - The public, fince the eftabliſh- 
ment of the ſettlement, had paid 600,000l. - There was a plan 
propoſed, he faid, by the ingenious Mr. Jeremy Bentham, to 
- build penitentiary houſes in a circular form, which would facili- 
tate the inſpection, and thereby rendering the ſtrength of the 
walls leſs heceſſary, would take away the only objection to them, 
Via ht expence, by reducing it to 25]. per cent. leſs than that of 
the Hulks. Thus, well regulated priſons, calculated to reform 
offenders, and to convert the diſſolute and idle into good and in- 
duſtrious ſubjects, would be provided at a cheaper rate than veſſels 
id the Thames, in which, from the free and contagious inter- 
tourſe of the convicts, the moſt dangerous chmbinations were 
formed]; and inſtead of being, as they ought to be, Schools for 
Reformation,” they might, with more propriety, be fermed, 
% i Schools for inſtruciing youth in the arts & robbery;”” This ob- 
{rvation applied ſtill more forcibly to their treatment in the un- 
improved gaols, in-whieh they were never allowed to work, arid 
on board the ſhips during their paſſage to South Wales, Mr. 
Bentham propoſed alſo a ſubfuliary eſtablſhinent, in which he 
would receive aud employ ſuch as could not find emplbyme 
elſewhere; all thoſe perſons of blaſted character, who,” though 
acquitted" for want of legal proof, were thought tobe guſtty, and 
thoſe! the terms of Whole ſentences were expired. This was an 
„5 | 'S eſtabliſhment, 
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eſtabliſhment,- Which, to the diſgrace of the country, had 
been wanted, and which merited the warmeſt encourag 3 | 
yernment, as it tended to prevent crimes, to Se feared; 
many who now ſought employment in vain; were driven by ne- 
ceſſity. Sir Charles next proceeded to ſtate the mortality among 
the convicts during the voyage, and the expence. He ſaid, the 
maintenance of each convict, during the two firſt years, coſt th 
country: 60l. a year, which was the ſalary of an exciſemari. In 
r the mortality, he ſtated, that out of 500 paſſengers on 
board the Neptune, but forty- two were able to crawl over the 
ſhip's ſide; the reſt were carried, and * out of every ten died 
at Srdney Cove. The detail of the ſufferings. of theſe, wretched 
conviQs; would be tedious and painful: ſuffice-it to ſay, that by 


the depoſitions taken by the Solicitor of the I „they 
equal to any endured in the ſlave ſhips. That in another in- 
ſtance, out of 1863 on board the Queen and other tranſports, it: 
autumn 1791, 5) on landing were ſent to the hoſpital. Go» 
vernor Philip wi to puniſh the authors of theſe calamities, 
but doubted 5 power oyer offences committed on the high ſeas, 
It was neceſſary, therefore, that an Admiralty Court ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed at Sydney Cove. Sir Charles concluded by moving 
the following reſolutions, on which be deſired not an immediate 
deciſion, , but left them for the conſideration of gentlemen, and 
aticylarly of his Majeſty's Miniſters, to whom the care of fe+ 
— after conviction, devolved. off, ano il 10 ian 
1 , ̃˙ ¹wm!ÄÄ 
1. That, by the general improvement which has taken place 
in the gaols and bridewells throughout the kingdom, the puniſh» 
ment of convicts by impriſonment and hard labour on board of 
veſſels in the River Thames, and elſewhere, is rendered unneceſ· 
fary, and ought to be diſcontinude. RF. art 
2. That the promiſcuous confinement of felons under ſentence 
in Newgate, and other gaols, deſtined for aecuſed perſons only, 
and likewiſe on board of hulks for ſeveral months untib ſhips are 
ready for their tranſportation, is impolitie, and productive of mas» 
ny evil conſequences. | „ rH F ff 
3: That a proper priſon ſhould be provided for the reception 
of ſuch felons immediately after their conviction, with working 


rooms for ſele& companies, and ſeparate. apa tments during the 


4 1 


2 2 E 5 | 2 f , ++ » 1434 013 [372 dt AV Rs i. 
4. That the diſtance of the ſettlements at Sydney Cove and 


IC 
* 


| Norfolk. Iſland, the length and peril of the voyage, the expenes 


of conveying and maintaining the convigts. when, there, 0 
breat as dd wake it adviſable, to ſend thither only ſuch as ſhall be 
a: te e 1 253-315 a M8151 0-08 10 tegel 
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ſentenced to trabſportation duribg + their lies, or at Jeaſt for the 
| term of fourteen years. 

. That it is expedient that endun mould be ak Uhle 
che North American States would be inclined to receive and em. 

as heretofore, an any, and w hat number of convicted felons, 
nl a alſo, whether a ſettlement en t not be allotted to thoſe un- 
ſentence of tranſportation for ſeven years in any other part of 
the North American Ovntinehd, or the 7 ace iſlands,” or elſe- 
where; to which they might be ſent at a moderate expence, where 
he ſoil is fertile, and'where they might be uſefully employed in 


fiſheries and commerce, and thereby contribute to their own 
rt, and the advantage of this country. 

e That to preſerve thoſe criminals who may hereafter be 
we whe Goth” a calamity ſimilar to that which deſtroyed the 
ter part of the unfortun ate crew of the Neptune, and to 
eue them from the n of foul air and famine, it ſeems ex- 
nt to allow 2 fl at leaſt two tons for each perſon; and 
that in addition to the ſalutary regulations propoſed by Mr. Secre- 
tary Dundas, in his letter of June 23, 1791, to the Commiſſion- 
ers of the Treaſury, a premium ſhould be given to the Contrac- 
tors on the arrival of every felon in good health at the place of 
their deftination, and likewiſe that all the proviſions on board of 
the ſhips hired to carry convifts ſhould be purchaſed for the ſer- 
vice of government, and the ſurplus at the end of the voyage be 

depoſited in their ſtorehouſes. | 


: Mar] MARTIN approved highly of the reſolutions, which he 
d to ſee carried into effect. 
"Mr. DUN DAs coinplimented the Honourable W for 


his intentions, He declared that he would gi = 1 0 to en 


of the reſolutions. into effect as met his apptoba 
faid, from the lateſt accounts from Norfolk Hland, he bal every 
x6afon to believe that it would ſoon-grow ſufficient: corn for the 
Sonvicts and their families. He would therefore move, not for 
the purpoſe of getting rid of the queſtion, but to conſider the re- 
ſolutions more maturely, that their further conſideration ſhould 
be deferred to that day three mogths, which was agreed to by the 


Houſe 

” Si C. BUNBURY .allawed Norfolk. Ind produdad: good 
erops of corn; it alſo produced abundance of rats and inſpcts, to 
iſliſt in the conſumption of it. But the objection ti this ſettle· 
nent was not its joe! + but its; dangerous and rocky ſhoxes, 
which prevented auy veſſel from attempting to anchor, even in 


the fineſt weather. The fate of the Sirius proved the niſque of 


approaching it. Mon. Clonard, the F reneh circummavigator, 
wo failed in his endeavours to E . it was only fit il the 
| __ Tehidence 


all the blood that was'fh 
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reſilleties of angels and birds, When he alluded to birds, they 


were not however the birds of Newgate ; and he probably did not 
advert to them when he talked of angels. 90 77 Fo. 
I MOTION, ON THE CONSTITUTION, 
Mr. WHARTON roſe to make his promiſed motion. We 
heard, he faid, on every ſide, of the glorious Revolution in 1688, 
and of the conſtitution, as ſettled at the glorious Revolution. 
It was a note which he had always liſtened to with pleaſure, 
and he repeated it himſelf with rapture.  _ | | 
But what was the rational foundation of our ſatisfaction at the 
tecollection of the glorious Revolution? | * 
It ny s was not that the poſſeſſion of the throne, and the 
regular hereditary fueceſſion to it, were at that time diſturbed 
and interrupted.— It was not that we expelled one king and one fa- 


mily, and appointed another king and another family in their 


om. — The neceſſity of ſuch changes was at all times to be 
deplored; and the events themſelves could only be juſtified by the 
neceſſity. _ | ; | . 

4s only rational foundation of our approbation of that Re- 


volution 'mn/? be, that at that time ſuch principles were con- 


firmed,. and fuch wiſe and wholeſome proviſions made for our 
conſtitutional ſecurity and happineſs, as might prevent all future 
neceſſity for a _/imilar Revolution. | ; 

| Whoeyer approved of that Revolution, declared at the fame 


* 


time, that the conſtitutional proviſions then obtained were wiſe 


and wholeſome proviſions ; that they were worthy objects of a na- 


tional ſtruggle; that they not only Jufliſied reſiſtance, but made 
it meritoribus; and that they were cheaply purchaſed at the price of 
| A upon the occaſion, as well as the de- 
thronement of a guilty king, and the extirpation of his gilt,. 
family. But an a probation of that Revolution went {till far- 
ther. It declared that, if, by any means,—by force or by fraud, 
by violence or by corruption—if theſe wholeſome and neceſſary 
conſtitutional proviſions ſhould by any means be taken away or 
fruſtrated, the ſame objects would again juſtify the fame national 
ſtruggle, and the fame extremities, unleſs they could be reco- 
vered and re-obtained by more gentle, more peaceful, and there« 


fore ee Eh means. F 
| He affertec Find faid he riſqued nothing by the aſſertion, fot 


no man would be hardy enough to deny it, and he pledged him- 
ſelf to prove it in a committee of the Houſe) that all that was 
valuable to the people of this country, all the proviſions which 
were ſtipulated to ſecure the peace and proſperity, the individual 
liberty, and the general property of the people of this land, had 
| the Revokition, taken away All. * 

| e 


* 
* 


A 
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Ike oniſt.entreat. the attention of the; Houſe for a very few 
moments, whilſt he very bojely brought, back to their, recollec. 
tion what this country eſtabliſhed by the revolution. Firſt, To | 
avoid all future miſtake, and that the contract between prince 
and people might be clearly underſtood, the revolutioniſts be- 
gan by akering the oaths of the contracting parties. They 
Wd the coronation oath for all future ſovereigns in this 
realm, and they altered the oath of allegiance for themſelves and 
for all future ſubjects. They cut up by the roots the damnable 
doctrine of paſſive obedience and non-re/iflance, by. emphatically 
ſpecifying and ordaining the following words, of their former 
Cath, iſt William and Mary, chap. 8. I declare that it is 
% not lawful upon any pretence whateyer to take up arms 
« againſt the King,” &c. &c. ſhould not from thenceforth be 
wired gr enjoined... | eee 
It was ſo much to relieve the conſcience of the ſubjects that 
- theſe words of their former oath were ſelected, recited, and 
aboliſhed, for no oath of ſlavery ever did, or ever will, or 
ever ought to bind a nation or an individual. It was ſome- 
thing worſe than perjury or facrilege to keep an oath of ſlavery. 
This alteration was made to prevent the future ſovereigns of this 
country from being miſled, as the four preceding fovereigns had 
deen, to truſt to a ſenſeleſs ſuperſtition about royalty, which 
though many perſons for their intereſts have. e no man 
of common ſenſe ever entertained. ey a rs e 
* +, Their next care was to provide for the due adminiſtration of 
the executive power, and the reſponſibility of its confidential ad- 
viſers. They therefore enacted that, 12th William III. chap, 
2, All matters and things relating to the well governing of 
this kingdom, which are cognizaþle in the priyy council by 
te the laws and cuſtoms of this realm, Hall be trauſacted there; 
« and all reſolutions taken thereupon Hall he ſigned by ſuch 
< of the privy council as ſhall adviſe and conſent to the ſame,” 
Thereby goarding, as far as laws could guard, againſt that ac - 
curſed engine of deſpotiſm, g cabinet council, or that more ac- 
curſed inſtrument, an interior cabinet. n 
Their attention was next directed ta the double repreſentation 
of the people; the only poſſible ſecurity for all their other pro- 
viſions - their repreſentatives in Parliament, and their repreſen - 
tatives in courts of juſtice the Houſe of Commons and juries. 
They paſſed over untouched, and left as they found them, the 
nobility and the church; they were conſidering the ſolid and 
ſubſtantial parts of the conſtitutional edifice, and did not much 
concern themſelves about the gilding and the varm/h, They 
therefore proceeded to eſtabliſh the principle of 9 55 and free, 


and frequent election of the repreſentatives of the 1 55 
th; TS. re ns | arliament, 


* 
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Parliament, as might be ſeen by a reference to the acts paſſed 

in the firſt'and ſecond; and third years of Willliatn'and Mary. 
And having 


© + 


che independence and integrity of that body after its election, by 


enacting, that No perfon who has an office, or place of 
« profit under the King, or receives a penſion from the Crown, 
« ſhall be capable of ſerving as a member of the Houſe of Com- 
« mons.” 12 William III. chap. 2. n | 


Having thus ſecured the purity and independence of the 


people's repreſentatives in Parliament, they proceeded to the 


other important branch of their repreſentation by jury; and 
they decreed, that juries ſhould. be fairly taken,. without par- 


| cal and ſhould act freely, without influence. 1ſt William 

| and” „ chap. 2d. They alſo decreed, _ that exceſive baif 

| ſhould not be required; that exceſſive fines ih | 

| poſed; and that illegal and cruel puniſhments ſhould not be in- 
flicted; and to ſecure theſe objects they ordained, that thence- 


ould not be im- 


forward the judges* commiſhon ſhould be made, . quam diu je 
« bene geſſerint ; and that their ſalaries ſhould be aſcertained and 
2 eſtabl ed;“ in order to make the judges independent of the 
Crown. 12th William III. chap. 2. „„ 
Now, all theſe proviſions (the objects and conſequences of 


| the glotious' revolution) would have no value; they would be 


nugatory and worthleſs; they would be a mockery ; unleſs they 
went effectually to obtain and ſecure to the people of this land 
theſe three important points: Firſt, An honeſt and reſpon/ible 
exerciſe of the executive authority, Secondly, Real, independ- 
ent, and faithful repreſentatives of the Commons in Parliament, 


| —Thirdly, A fair and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the 
| courts of law. We who had no predilection of ary family 
in the Ids 


whatever (except as connected with theſe objects 
of our anceſtors at the time of the revolution, did now again 


_ » 


claim, demand, and inſiſt upon all thoſe as our undoubted 
* r:ghts : the true, ancient, and indubitable rights and liberties of 


« this kingdom.” iſt William and Mary; chap. 2. * 


If then, by various means it had happened, (as he aſſerted and 


| undertook to prove in a committee of this Houſe) that this pro- 
| viſional reſponſibility of the privy council no longer remains: 
| that the election of the Houſe of Commons is neither fair, nor 


| free, nor frequent; that this provifional independence of its 


members 1s gone, and that the Houſe at 8 ſwarms with 
e perſons having offices and places of profit under the King. 
and receiving penſions from the Crown ;” that juries are riot 


firly- and impartially taken; that they do not act freely and 
| without influence; th 2 0 


t exceſſive bail may be and has been re- 


7 


2 thus, as they itnagined, provided for the a 
election of the repreſentative body in Parliament; they ſecured 


quired; 
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ired; that exceſſive fines may be and have been impoſed ; that 
Mega and cruel puniſhments may be and have been inflicted; 
that the judges are not independent of the Crown ; that penſions 
may and have been granted to ſome of them; and that lucrative 
offices may be and have been conferred upon others: by which 
means it cannot be ſaid that their ſalaries are aſcertained and 
eſtabliſhed. „ VVA 
If theſe facts were fo, he held it to be the duty of all thoſe 
who, without hypocriſy, - praiſed the revolution, to endeavbur to 
return us again to our conſtitutional ſituation at that period, 
and to recover thoſe loſt or neglected proviſions, that ſo we 
might effectually ſecure to ourſelves and to our poſterity, what 
our anceſtors endeavoured at the revolution to ſecure to them- 
felves and to us. e ts DEG tf 
He concluded with moving, That a committee of this 
Houſe be appointed to inquire, whether any, and which of the 
proviſions, made in Parliament in the . of William and 
ary, and in that of William, for ſecuring the reſponſible exer- 
ciſe of the executive authority, for ſecuring a fair, free, and fre- 
quent repreſentation of the Commons in Parliament, and for 
a a fair and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the 
courts of law ;. whether any, and which of theſe proviſions have, 
— 0 means, been invalidated or taken away; and to conſider 
rhether any, and which of theſe loſt or invalidated proviſions 
may be fit to be re-enaQted in order to reſtore the people of this 


country to the ſituation in which they were placed by the glon- 


ous revolution of 1688.“ ON” 
The queſtion was immediately put, and the Houſe divided, 
when there appeared, e 
| For the motion - + 1 
| Againſtit — „ TG 
Not one of the Miniſters ſaid a word. The Houſe ſeemed to 
be-unanimons in calling for the queſtion.” 1 
The following is a liſt of the minority upon this queſtion. 


Mr. Fox Mr. Lambton 
Mr. Sheridan | Sir M. W. Ridley 
Mr. Francis Mr. Burke 0 
- Nr, Fayior + © © My; Grey 
Mr. Whitbread | 4 Mr. W. Smith. 
98 Tellers. N | 
Colonel Macleod | Mr. Wharton, 


| : 10D RODNEY. 1 
© The Houſe in a committee, after a few words from the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in honour of the character of np 

EP | | | = | f ey 


—— 
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George Lord Rodney, and the two next perſons on whom the 
of Lord Rodney,” ro whom the barony of Rodney {hall hereafter 
deſcend bt a . 


On reading the order of the day for going into a committee of 
the whole Houſe, on the bill to prevent the importation of flaves 
| into foreign iſlands, C 


Mr. EAST propoſed, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee, that we do make compenſation to perſons who may ſuſ- 
tairi loſſes, in conſequence of this bill paſſing Wo law, &. 

This was oppoſed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, &c. a 
ſhort debate aroſe. —The Houſe divide. 

| For the motion 100 
A A N | "9 0G 

Adjourned to June 3. A Op ALL Of, , 
Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the committee on 
the annuity of 2000l. a year to attach to the barony of Rodney; 
the reſolution was agreed tio. 

| © CRIMINAL LAW. OF $COTLAND., | 

Mr. ADAM faid; that the notice he was about-to give, re- 
ated to a ſubject of great importance with reſpect to a diſtant 
part of the kingdom, and he withed it to be as public as poſſible. 
It had happened lately to him to have his attention a good deal 
called to the criminal law of Scotland, and ſome regulation 


9 


* 


ſeemed to him to be neceſſary, and which would require conſi- 


derable attention; In no caſe, whether a capital offence or a mi/- 
demeanor, did an appeal lie to the Houſe of ford from the court 
of juſticiary in Scotland. This appeared to him to be an imper- 


fection, and it was his object to remove it. The allowing a 


writ of error to ground an appeal to the Houſe of Lords, under 
certain limitations and reſtrictions, was regarded as an improve- 
ment in the criminal law of England; he was clearly convinced 
of the propriety of allowing the ſame ſort of appeal to that tri- 
bunal from the courts of Scotland, and therefore, when he 
brought the ſubject forward, he ſhould move for a regulation to 
the effect, of an appeal from the court of juſticiary to the Houſe 
of Lords. Another point to be noticed was that of à grand jury 
before trial. By the law of Scotland there was no grand jury in 
any caſe whatever except that of treaſon, and in all caſes of 
crimes it was left to his en Advocate to bring forward 
Vo. III. | e BP GT ob, 
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Rodney, to whom his country owed ſo much gratitude, paſſed | 
a *oſaanived, that the annuity of 20001. per annum, ſecured on 
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What proſecution he thought proper; this was a matter which 
required to be noticed alſo; he did not mean to inſinuate that 
| fuch power had been improperly uſed, but from the nature of 
the thing it was ſuch as required regulation. He ſhould there. 
fore direct his attention in ſome meaſure to this, as well as to 
the ſubje& of appeal. The next object was that in mi/ze- 
meanours that are tried in courts of inferior juriſdiction, it ſome. 
- times happened that the party was tried even without a petty jury 
—it was one of his objects to provide a petty jury in all caſe 
- whatever for the trial of offences. There was ſtill another 
point remaining, which would require regulation ; he meant 
that of puniſhing contempt of court as a crime. Two things 
; efſentially different were confounded with each other in this 
reſpe&, and therefore a regulation was neceſſary with reſpect 
to them. Theſe were the points to which he ſhould have the 
| honour of ſoliciting. the attention of the Houſe, but as they 
were of ſo much importance, he was defirous that they ſhould 
not be brought forward haſtily and without full notice; he 
therefore now begged it to be underſtood, that early in the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament he ſhould have the honour of propoſing, 
firſt a committee to enquire into the points he had already 
ſtated, and, if ſucceſsful upon that, then a bill for the improve- 
ment of the ſyſtem of criminal law in Scotland, a ſyſtem which, 
be was ſorry to ſay, was at preſent very imperfe&t. 8 
Mr. LAMB TON obſerved, that he had come down to the 
Houſe fully determined to bring forward the motion of which 
he had given notice; but underſtanding that the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was prevented from attending 
by indiſpoſition (the gout), he felt himſelf once more under the 
neceſſity of poſtponing the agitation of it, conceiving the pre- 
ſence of the Right Honourable Gentleman, though not perhaps 
abſolutely neceſſary, yet of ſo much importance, as to induce 
him to riſk even the miſrepreſentations to which theſe re- 
peated delays might give riſe—he knew he. might be 2ccuſed of 
inſincerity, and of a wiſh to get rid of the queſtion. This he 
ſolemnly pledged himſelf to the Houſe and to the country was 
not the caſe, as having brought it forward upon due deliberation, 
he believed it to be a queſtion of ſerious importance, well 
worthy their ſerious conſideration, and certainly of weight 
enough to render the opinion of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man, as much from his talents, as from the character which he 
held in that Houſe, a moſt deſirable object of attainment. He 
wiſhed gentlemen to recollect, that it was no queſtion of inno- 
vation, no child of ſpeculation, to-which he meant to call their 
attention ; that it related to a reſolution, which that Houſe pad . 
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annually adopted for near a century, which if it meant any thing 


ſhould be upheld and ſupported, or if nugatory, uſeleſs and with- 


out meaning, ſhould be deliberately declared fo for the fake of 
the character and:confiſtency of their proceedings. For his own 
part, he believed it to be founded in ſound conſtitutional wiſdom ; 
that the more it was inveſtigated, the more its value would ap- 
pear, and the importance be eſtimated. —He ſhould therefore 
conclude by deferring the conſideration of it till Monday next 
(June 10), in the hope, that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
would be no longer prevented from attending by his preſent 
illneſs. | 8 

Mr. DUNDAS ſaid, he regretted as much as the Honourable 
Gentleman could do the illneſs which was the cauſe of his 
Right Honourable Friend's abſence; but he begged the Honour- 
able Gentleman, in conſulting his own convenience (for he did 
not ſee the abſolute neceſſity of his Right Honourable Friend's 
preſence), would recollect, that it was extremely late in the ſeſ- 
tion, that he might have brought forward his motion earlier, 
and that, as he (Mr. Lambton) believed it to be of importance, 
he could hardly expect a very full attendance, ſhould he perſiſt 
in bringing it 1 on Monday next. | Nd 

Mr. LAMBTON begged the Right Honourable Gentleman 
to recollect for a moment the particular circumſtances under 
which he brought forward this buſineſs, and he thought he 


| would eaſily perceive, that he could not have given an earlier 
notice than he had done, That in fact it aroſe from the nega- 
tive put upon the motion made by his Honourable, Friend (Mr. 


Grey), for referring the petition which he had preſented to a 


committee, one of the allegations of which petition bore imme- 


date relation to this reſolution of the Houſe—now had his Ho- 
nourable Friend's motion been acceded to, his own would haye 
been unneceſſary, inaſmuch as the inquiry which he meant to 
ſolicit, would by that meaſure have been adopted—that on 
Monday next, ſhould the Right Honourable Gentleman's in- 
diſpoſition continue, it would be for him (Mr. Lambton) to 


conſider whether he felt the diſcuſſion of this queſtion of ſuch. - 


importance as to induce him to prels it even during his abſence, 
or to poſtpone it till next ſeffion—he confeſſed he very much 
withed to hear the opinion of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
upon it, and therefore ſhould continue his notice for Monday 
next, = | 20 
[ lhe ſubject is the interference of Peers at elections for 
members of the Houſe of Commons, It was put off until next 
ſeflion ], 5 4 OWN 89 | M 
' Adjourned to June © 4 Were e e EDD 
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Mr. EECHMERE poſtponed. to the next ſeſſion the motidn 
of which he. had given notice, relative to the. regulations and 
reſtriction of the flave trade, in preference to the abolition of it; 
he ſaid, he retained all the ſentiments he had formerly ex- 
preſſed upon chat ſubſect, and ſhould certainly bring it forward 
pain. | | Sos . i : 
The bill for allowing the annuity of 20001. per annum, to 
attend the barony of Rodney, was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time to-morrow. t. . 0 

„ = reading of the order of the Gy upan the Farnham 
J | | 
Mr. ROSE moved, that the Speaker do now leave the chair, 
This produced a debate, in the courſe of which the Attorney 
- General ſaid, that this bill was the moſt monſtrous piece of op- 
prefſion, tyranny, illegality, and injuſtice, he ever heard of; its 
equal he was ſure was not to be found in the annals of Parlia- 


— 


ment, and he ſhould have been aſhamed of himſelf if he dd 


not enter his moſt ſolemn proteſt againſt its principle, as tending 
to ſhake all the protection which an individual could have to his 
property in a free ſtate againſt the moſt odious and deteſtable acts 
of tyrariny, The Solicitor General expreſſed the ſame ſenti- 
ments, and in the courſe of his ſpeech ' obſeryed, that he was 
anxious his name ſhould not appear as a party to this robbery. 
Sir William Sgott conveyed his ſenſe alſo againſt the bill in 
terms of equal warmth and reprehenſion; as did alſo Mr. 
Burton, who obſerved, that there were no epithets of reproach 
in the Engliſh langoago that were not directly applicable to the 
l!!! é 

'- Mr. ROSE, and many other gentlemen, defended the bill, on 
the grounds of neceſſity and expedien etw. 


„Sir BENJAMIN HAMMETT: moved, that the Houſe | 


" 


© 2 62 8 1 * * 


now adjourn. _ 3 5 . 
This produced another debate, after which the Houſe divided 
f » tony to | 


1 * 
2 ® 1 *> 
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The Houſe then rv gs a committee on the bill, and pro- 
tee en e 8 ON 
. „ IMPEACHMENT. /. „ 15 
Mr. GREY called the attention of the Houſe to this ſubjeR. 
He obſerved, that if there was any gentleman in that Houſe 
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pnder any thing like an agreement with Mr. Haſtings—if there 


were any gentlemen in that Houſe who were leagued with him 
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;f there were any members in that Houſe, who eould be fo fur 
forgetful of the duty they owed to the public, and the regard 
they ought to have ſor the dignity of the Houſe, as well as the. 
| ſenſe they ought to have of their own character, as to neglect 
the duty they ought to perform to the public, for the purpoſe 
of ſcreening an individual from public juſtice, and were, in 
dchance of their duty, leagued with him for that purpoſe, -in 
defiance of honour and juſtice, in a cauſe in which the Com- 
mons of England were the proſecutors; to ſuch perſons he could 
h-ve nothing to ſay. If they had loſt all ſenſe of their duty, 
he could not help it. He was ſorry to ſay that he believed 
there were ſome in that ſituation, but that there were many 
ſuch he did not believe, and therefore the motion which he 
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f ſhould have the honour to make, would, he truſted, meet with 
J the general concurrence of the Houſe. He muſt obſerve that, 
: in his opinion, the managers of the Commons upon this im- 
2 peachment ought not to be placed in the fituation in which 
1 they ſtood at preſent, and he thought alſo that it was a duty they 

owed to themſelves, to do every thing in their power to do 
: away the odium which had been induſtriouſly caſt upon them 
k | for the delay of the preſent trial, and yet they muſt not, under 
i the fear of the imputation of delay, proceed haſtily, and ſacrifice 
. | the great duty of their ſtation. If the Houſe did not give them 


credit to believe, from general principle, that they were not 
deſuous of any e delay, he muſt then be allowed to 
ak, what poſſible intereſt there could be to them ariſing out 
of ſuch delay? Did gentlemen think the managers could derive 
much amuſement from ſuch delay ?—He wiſhed ſuch gentle- 
men, if any ſuch there were, would take e themſelves the 
| taſk of reading ſome of the papers which belonged to this trial, 
and which he had been compelled to- attend to for fix hours a 
day, and then he believed they would not conſider the buſineſs 
a matter of amuſement. He then- majntained that no advantage 
whatever could be derived to the managers, to the proſecutors, 
or even ta Mr, Haſtings, from proceeding at the time required 
upon one part of this great trial, unleſs Mr. Haſtings wiſhed 
that the cauſe ſhould be puzzled and perplexed; and the evi- 
dence and arguments obſcured—from' the length of time between 
the reply upon one charge and the final judgment upon the 
whole together. But upon the queſtion: of delay, he ſhould 
diſtinctly ſtate the reaſons why it took place, by which it would 
appear org. © doubt that the managers had nq ſhare in 
creating it. Here Mr. Grey entered into the hiſtory of che 
trial, ag that the managers had done every thing in their 
power to accelerate the progreſs of it, and that Key were 
brought into this dilemma by the ſadden cloſe of the evidence 
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on the part of the defence and the ſhort notice which the Lord 


were pleaſed to give for the managers to prepare a reply on the 


charge of Benares, and upon this he muſt ſubmit to the Houſe 
two conſiderations—Firſt, That by being thus ſuddenly called 
upon to make a reply before it was poſſible for them to be pre- 


poared for it, the cauſe on the part of the proſecution muſt bo 
materially injured—Secondly, That on the part of Mr. Haſtings | 

no honourable advantage could be gained, becauſe final judg- 

ment could not be thereby accelerated. Theſe points he 


illuſtrated by ſhewing the connexion the charge of Benares, 
on which the managers were now called to reply, had with 
the other charges, and by ſhewing the impoſtbility that the 
Lords themſelves could be able to underſtand the caſe, even 
if the managers were able to reply in the preſent ſeffion, be- 


cauſe much of | the evidence was yet unprinted. It would 
_ therefore be injurious to the honour of Mr. Haſtings, as well 


as prejudicial to the proſecution, that this buſineſs ſhould be 
hurried on, as propoſed by their Lordſhips; beſides, by this 
mode of proceeding, they would deprive the managers of the 


privilege of a general reply upon the whole caſe, to Which he 


were certainly entitled. It was remakable that the Lords 
allowed Mr. Haſtings to hear all the charges before he began 


his deſence, under the general principle that every party ſhould | 


manage the mode of conducting his caſe according to his own 


judgment. What was the caſe with reſpect to the proſecution? 
The Lords ſaid that the managers ſhould reply as they ſhould 
direct, and reply alſo to evidence that they could not have 
read or ſeen; and their Lordſhips were to decide upon evidence | 


which they had not read, and thus to determine upon what the 

muſt be unable to underſtand; for this muſt be the caſe with 
reſpect to all the papers and writings which had been entered 
as read, and which was not yet printed. If it was neceſſary for 
Mr. Haſtings to be in poſſeſſion of all the evidence on the part 


of the proſecution, before he began his defence, was it not 


qually neceſſary that the managers ſhould be in poſſeſſion of 
N on the part of the defence before they began to 
reply? He thereſore ſubmitted to the Houſe, whether the 55 


_ could in juſtice expect the managers to proceed upon their 


reply at the time appointed. But the diſadvantages did not ſtop 
here; for he readily confeſſed that he was not, nor could he be 
able tq proceed to the reply at the time appointed by the Lords, 


by any diligence which could be uſed; and therefore that part 


of-the caſe muſt be defective until the next ſeſſion, - and then 
the defect muſt be ſupplied by thoſe who ſhould follow him 


in the reply upon the other charges: ſo that the final judgment 
| would not be accelerated a ſingle day from this haſte, but, on.the 
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| contrary, Was likely to be retarded. So that Mr. Haſtings, if it 
was his deſire to come to an honourable inveſtigation. of the caſe, 
inſtead of throwing it into confuſion, ought to wiſh: that the 


reply upon the Benares charge ſhould not be made until the 
next ſeſſion. He wiſhed gentlemen to reflect on the lateneſs of 
the ſeſſion, and then ſee what good could be produced by pro- 
ceeding now upon any part of” this trial, He concluded with 
moving to the following effect : e 

That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint them that the 


Houſe of Commons, having taken into conſideration the ſtate of 


the impeachment now depending againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
together with the advanced period of the ſeſſion, are convinced 
that it will not only be impoſſible to obtain judgment on the 
ſeveral charges exhibited againſt the defendant, but that they 
cannot, without inconvenience, complete the reply under one of 


the ſeparate heads thereof in the preſent ſeſſion; and that by a a 
reply the charges d not be broken, the whole of which the 
Lords have conſidered as one cauſe, and that therefore the Com- 


mons deſired the Lords to poſtpone the proceeding, to the next 
ſeſſion of Parliament, when the Commons will be ready and 


deſirous to attend from day to day, if they think fit, to make 
good their, charges. „ 1 ot 
Mr. WIGLEY oppoſed the motion, as tending to create 


delay. 


| Mr. LA W oppoſed it alſo, and obſerved, that the delay of chis 


rial was a great vexation to the defendant. The cauſe had laſted 

Ix years; 

allowed. He did not fay that any ray T6 to be accuſed parti- 
larly of delay, each ſhould take his ſhare, but he thought that 

no more ſhould take place if the Houſe had the power to pre- 


vent it; he ſaw a good reaſon for proceeding this ſeſſion as far 


the managers could; perhaps it would accelerate the decifion 
quarter of a year, and that was a great conſideration to Mr, 
laſtings in his preſent ſituation, He faid he had been in India 


19 upon this ſubject, as well as thoſe who affected to re-. 
pard 
ce upon the trial of an India governor. He ſaid he had no 


great acquaintance with Mr. Haſtings, nor any extraordinary 


triendſhip for him; that he had blamed ſome parts of his con- 


duct, but, generally ſpeaking, he believed Mr. Haſtings to be of 
an honeſt and honourable diſpoſition. The delay of his trial he 


was ſure was ſuch as the people of this country were generally 
Uipleaſed with, and it was againſt the principles of our conſtitu- 
Lon ; he ſhould not ſay where all the blame was, it appeared to 


e knew that in theſe years only 120 days had been 


or a conſiderable time, but he claimed the right of judging im- 


perſons in his ſituation in ſome degree tainted by pre- 


him 
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the charges too long, and paſſing ſome without reading them. 

Mx FRANCIS anſwered the laſt Honourable Gentleman. 
he obſerved that he had in computing time, upon a comparative 
vie of facts upon this trial, not done his own argument juſtice; 
for if it was probable that the reply of the managers ſhould take 
up only four or five days in this ſeſſion, that would be equal to 
a whole year of the impeachment, inſtead of a quarter. With 
* to the opinion the Honourable Gentleman had expreſſed 
of Mr. Haſtings, Mr. Francis ſaid, the converſation he had had 
with that Honourable Gentleman (the day and hour he could 


relate if neceſſary) made a different impreſſion upon him. A 


to the charges being paſſed without being read, he ſhould only 
- obſerve, that the Honourable Gentleman could not be a very 
high authority upon that ſubject, becauſe at the time they were 
paſſed he was not a member of that Houſe. | 
Mr. CAW THORNE oppoſed the motion, as a meaſure for 
unneceſſary delay; he thought that the Honourable Gentleman 
who made it would be well prepared at the day appointed for the 
reply; and he was happy to ſee that Honourable Gentleman 
abilities improving every if RS 5 
Mr. SHERIDAN ſaid, "a thought that the Houfe had heard 
from the Honourable Gentleman who had juſt ſat down the beſt 
reaſon they could have for poſtponing the time for his. Honour- 
able Friend's reply that his abilities were in a ſtate of improve- 
ment from day to day; this was an admirable reaſon for a little 
delay upon this buſineſs, becauſe if that was true, he-would be 
able to proceed with immenſe advantages to the cauſe at the be- 
ginning of the next ſeſſion. But if the trial went on at all in 
che preſent ſeſſion, the managers would be compelled to proceed 
without means for argument, and the Lords inuſt determine 
without knowledge ; the one party proceeding without knowing 
any thing of the evidence _ the charge which they were to 


| ſupport, and the other deciding upon the evidence they had not 
heard, and arguments they could not in that caſe underſtand. 


Here Mr. Sheridan took up the queſtion ſeriouſly, and argued 
with great force in favour of the motion, and maintained it to 
be impoſſible to do juſtice to the cauſe by coming to a reply in 
the preſent ſeſſion. He maintained alſo, that there was not the 
ſmalleſt colour for charging the managers with delay, and con- 
cluded with obſerving, that he verily believed, that . proceeding 
to a reply as the Lords propoſed upon che preſent occaſion, would 
not be the cauſe of haſtening the conclu of the trial a ſin- 
e hour. | _ DN 
| 2 Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS ſupported the motion more 
N and maintained the neceſſity of that Houſe giving 


PARLIAMENTARY. | Connor, 
him however that ſome of it attached to the Houſe for making 
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all the affiſtance in its power ye managers. - He ſaw not the 
eaſt injuſtice or hardſhip which the defendant would ſuſtain by 
the carrying of this motion ; if he did, he would be one of the 
laſt to aſſent to it. Was it ſuppoſed by any body that final 
judgment would de delayed by it. On the contrary, he was 
ſatisfied that this motion would be ſo far from protraQting the 
trial, that in the end it would ſhorten it. If the managers pro- 
ceeded to reply in the preſent ſeffion, as Tuer by the Lords, 
he was clearly of opinion it would be neither more nor leſs than 
waſting ſo many days of the preſent ſeſſion. He maintained, 
that as to delay, the managers were not — 8 8 with it, nor 
was that Houſe chargeable ; he had no difficulty in ſaying where 
the delay came from; he cared not who heard it; he ſtated. the 
delay diſtinctly to have been with the Lords; they had met at 
too late an hour in the day, adjourned for too long a period, had 
been. too ſcrupulous about the attendance of the judges from 

| time to time, when in point of fact they had no occaſion for the 
aſſiſtanee of the judges; thus they loſt every year all the time of 
the afſizes. What reaſon could there be for this? Had their 
Lordſhips not legal ability enough within the walls of their own 
chambers; had they not Lord Thurlow, Lord Loughborough, 
Lord Bathurſt,” and a Noble Earl (Stanhope), who had 12 5 
taken to teach the law Lords law in the Houſe of Peers. To 
be ſerious, he thought their Lordſhips might have decided many 
queſtions upon evidence and other points, without the aſſiſtance 
of the judges; and by adjourning to their own chamber upon 
all theſe points, the parade of the thing waſted the time that 
ought to have been employed in tranſacting the real buſineſs of 

the trial. He was convinced, that had they attended in the 

| morning, and taken fix hours each day of fitting, the trial would 
have been over in the firſt ſeſſion, or early in the beginning of 

| the ſecond ; for ſix hours in one day was La than three ſit- 

| tings of three hours each; on account of the buſtle and parade of 

| the proceſſion : he thought it his duty to fay this, in order that 
there ſhould not be a falſe impreſſion made upon the public; let 
the imputation of delay reſt where it ought to be, with the 

Lords, and no where elſe that he knew; for he had no idea; as 
one of the members of that Houſe, to take blame when he did 
not deſerve it; in all views he found himſelf bound to ſupport 
this motion. 188 | T7 


Mr. RYDER faid, that if a delay till Wedneſday next (June 


' 12) had only been aſked, he might poſſibly have acquieſced in 
t, though he was much againft any delay; but. he found it 


mpoſſible for him to accede to the prelent motion for a delay till 
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ore next ſeſſion, particularly as he could not agree in one of the 
11 reaſons, given in the motion, for that delay. He agreed in opi- 
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nion with the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Dundas); that 
| {9cb of the delay was imputable to the Houſe, of Lords; —but 
this made him the more averſe tothe leaſt appearance of delay on 
the part of that Houſe. 5 75 „ 
Six IOHNTREVELVAN ſaid he had never ſpoke to Mr, 
Haſtings in his life; but he would not allow himſelf to be pre- 
vented by the general threat which had been thrown by the Ho- 


nourable Gentleman, who made the motion, from doing what 


.ciple of duty he had voted againſt the ae by wes | 
Mr. GREY explained; after which the Houſe divided, 
©, Ayes for the motion + 5h 5 


Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN brought up the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the ſtate of the building conti- 
guous to the Houſe of Commons. 
„ f 
Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN then moved, that leave be given 
to bring in a bill for appointing commiſſioners for taking down 
certain buildings near the Court of Exchequer, or ſuch part or 
parts thereof as ſhall be neceſſary for the public convenience, 


3401; 


and of removing the records therein to ſome other place, —Or- 


Mr. GREY roſe to call the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject 
which he owned appeared to him of conſiderable importance, and 
with regard to which he thought it would be impoſſible for him 
to act without the advice and direction of that Houſe. The very 
great and important duty which fell upon the managers of thc 
impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings had become infinitely more 
difficult than ever it had been, by the vote of that Houſe laſt 
night. If he had acted according to his own feelings upon that 
occaſion, he ſhould have ſolicited the Houſe to withdraw his 
name from the liſt of the managers. The Houſe had certainly a 
right to impoſe upon them what taſk they pleaſed; but in the vote 
he had alluded to, he was placed in a ſituation in which he could 
not perform what might be ſaid to be his duty. If the Houſe 

thought that, from the conduct of the managers, they had been 
brought into ſuch a ſituation that the trial could be no longer 
carried on with honour to the Houſe, it would become the Houſe 

at once to ſay fo, and to put an end to it by an immediate vote, 

and then proceed to cenſure the managers for their conduct. II 
circumſtances had ariſen that ſhould have induced the Houſe to 
be of opinion that the conduct of the managers had been in an) 
degree improper, he ſhould in a manly manner declare that 5 


he thought right, and giving it his negative; from the ſame pri n- 
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| the caſe;" that at any rate it could not be proper for the Houſe to 
| ſend their managers to the bar of the Lords to conduct a difficutr 


| rid of, not by a vote, but by an indirect mode of thwarting them 
| in ſome points, and abandoning them in others. This was what 
| he wiſhed not to be the caſe, and felt it heavy upon him from the 


have felt himſelf warranted to ſay, that the duty. as it now ſtood, 
was ſuch as he was not able to perform ; and therefore he ſhould 
pray of the Houſe, to diſmiſs him from a ſituation in which he 
could not act with propriety. At the ſame time it would be with 
regret, that he ſhould leave thoſe with whom he had engaged in 
this great and important trial; he muſt confeſs it would be a fub- 
ject of deep regret to leave them at all, but much more at the 
preſent moment, and in the preſent ſituation. However he could 
not help it, and he muſt conſider what was neceffary for himſelf, 
and feeling himſelf unable to appear at the bar of the Lords to 
proceed upon the trial on the day appointed, as a manager of the 
Commons of Great Britain, to reply upon the charge now be- 
fore their Lordſhips for determination, he muſt defire the Houſe 
to diſmiſs him, or to give him ſuch directions for his conduct, by 
| which he might be enabled to proceed in the diſcharge of a ta{k 
| to which he was not at preſent competent. A 5 
Mr. BURKE ſaid, he wiſhed ſome gentlemen to expreſs their 
ſentiments upon this ſubject, by which the managers might be 
uided, and to give them ſome time for taking the ſenſe of the 
Flouſe upon it. He obſerved in the ſtile of this proceeding on 
the part of the defendant, a great deal was ſaid of compaſſion to 
the accuſed. That was an unuſual mode of conducting a crimi- 
nal charge, and on the part of thoſe who gave way to it, and yet 
pretended to favour the proſecution, a very prevaricating ſtile for 
the Houſe of Commons to adopt; it aroſe from a flimſy, preva- 
ricating, 'petty, peeviſh morality, that was incompatible with the 
dignity of public juſtice. - It was a baſe and ſcandalous language, 
that ſhould be diſdained by that Houſe when in the exerciſe of 
its accuſatorial function. The ſubject of this trial had been 
turned into mirth, as well as made the theme of compaſhon for 
| the accuſed: Theſe things were improper and inconſiſtent. 
There never was any thing fo dull as infipid mirth, nor any enn. 
| immoral as perverted morality. We heard the complaint an 
appeals to the compaſſion of a man who ſaid he dreaded he ſhould 
be a beggar, and who had been in India fourteen years, enjoying 
in ſalaries and emoluments the ſum of forty thouſand pounds a 
vear. We heard thele: things without horror and aſtoniſhment. 
We heard a man appeal to compaſſion for fear of his being re- 
EC L13 lia Toca 
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| andimportant buſineſs, which the Houſe, in fact, wiſhed to get 


| recent proceedings of the Houſe. ' Upon thele grounds he ſhould 
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Was the pleaſure of the 


 telivered to them then, and the meſſage might be 
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ducedto-beggaty, When he binfolf had counſel two gnfartunat 


women to be robbed of-one- million of money. 


Mr. ROLEE called to order; be ſaid he had taken a. par 
againſt this proſecution upon a former occaſion, and he would do 


ſo now; he did not ſee that the Honourable Gentleman was in 


order, there r en before the Houſmq. 

The SPEAKER. ſaid, that the ſubject now: before the Houſs 
was ſuch as would not in his opinion admit of any loſs of time. 
The Honourable Manager, in his application to the Houſe, en- 
treated their directions as to the ſtep he was to take upon the ſub- 
ject of the. impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings. The Houſe had 


already adjourned till. to-morrow, and therefore could have no 


power to proceed upon any thing on that day. What proceeding 
they could inſtitute, the Houſe wauld be under the neceſſity of 
inſtituting, in order to direct the Honourable Manager. A meſ- 
ſage might be ſent to the Lords, perhaps to defer the further pro- 
ceeding on the trial for a day or two, as the caſe was urgent. It 


was poſſible that the Lords might then be fitting. A motion 


might be made immediately in that Houſe, and a meſſage might 
be ſent to the Lords, while they were ſitting, to deſire they | 
would continue to fit for a ſhort time, in order to receive a jar 


ſage from that Houſe. It was not an unuſual thing in the caſe 


of an impeachment, to require the Lords to fit for ſome time 


longer. Under theſe circumſtances, he begged the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) to abſtain from any obſerva- 
tions upon the general queſtion at the-preſent moment. If it 

Houſe to ſend the meſſage he ſuggeſted to 
the Lords, the Houſe might then have time'to determine upon 
another meſſage to the Lords, and it would then be to be deter- 
mined yhether they ſhould require that the trial ſhould be put 
off to a future day. If the Lords ſhould be adjourned, it would 


then be for the Houſe to conſider whether they could direct their 
managers to proceed on the day appointed, and then entreat the 


Lords at the bar to put off the trial to a future day; and after- 
wards to fend a meſſage to the Lords, to induce them to put off 


the trial ſtill, further. This appeared to him to be the regular 
mode of r in that Houſe; but he muſt obſerve, that 


the ſubject was ſuch as to require our immediate determination. 
Mr. BUR KE, after a few words, acquieſced in the recom- 

mendation from the chair. B 

It was then whiſpered that the Lords were adjourned. 
The SPEAKER ſaid, that although the Lords had adjourned 


| $0-day; they would be jn their own chamber in the morning, 


before they came to Weſtminſter Hall, and a meſſage might be 
45 
of» [1113 
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te this evening, and that might be carried to the Lords, although tho 
| Commons ſhould not be ſitting at that time. | Fes 
rt Mr. SECRETARY DUNDAS faid, that he ſhould not feel 
do himſelf encouraged- to expect that any ſuggeſtion from him 
in would change the mind of the Houſe to differ from the. opinion 
they had expreſſed yeſterday, as to the poſtponing of this trial, if 

iſe there were not ſtrong grounds indeed for that change. It was 
e. not competent for him now to make preciſely the 2 motion 
as the Houſe had yeſterday negatived; perhaps on a ſuture day he 
{\ould move ſomething to the ſame effect, when he had made 
himſelf maſter of the points of form to be obſerved in ſuch a 
caſe. But he ſhould now make another experiment, and move 
that a meſſage be ſent to the Lords to requeſt further time. He 
then entreated the Houle to reflect on all the obſervations which 
had been made, and ſo forcibly urged by the Honourable Mana- 
ger who firſt called the attention of the Houſe to the ſubject of 
this evening's debate. He concurred with that Honourable Gen- 
tleman in every ſentence he had uttered upon that ſubject, and 
having urged the neceflity of the delay with great force, he 
moved. RIP 7 = 2 

That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint their Lord - 
ſhips, that the managers appointed by that Houſe to conduct the 
| impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. will not be able to 
proceed on Monday next upon that trial; and therefore that the 
Commons defire, that their Lordſhips will appoint another day - 
| for that purpoſe.” Bo 7.21 . | 

The- SPEAK ER obſerved, that if this meſſage was agreed to, 
and carried up to the Lords on Monday morning ¶ June 10) be- 
fore their Lordſhips proceeded to Weſtminſter Hall, that Houſe 
ſhould be in a ſtate to receive the anſwer ; it would therefore be 
neceſſary, that forty members ſhould be in the Houſe early for 
that purpoſe. * OE 0908 bo SH rok 

Sir JOHN INGILBY moved the ſtanding. order of the 
Houſe that ſtrangers ſhould withdraw—Strangers withdrew ac- 
cordingly, © ECT 5 

. debate, the Houſe divided on Mr. Dundas's motion, 

| 2 0 Ayes ” - --- / - | 
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akku HOP BILL. 5 

Strangers being again admitted into the N after being ex- 
cluded fome time, we found the Attorney General oppoſing, 
with great force and warmth, the going into the adjourned com- 
mittee on this bill, which, he-faid, appeared to him to be the 
| moſt violent meaſure that had ever been, attempted to be carried 


| through Parliament, 
| hers 0 


þ 
„ 


e PARLIAMENT ARX Cox; , - 
2 The-SOLICITOR”GENER AL corſeeived himſelf calle; Wil cou 
upon in the ſtrongeſt manner, by a regard to public duty, to giv 5 
his moſt decided oppoſition to a bill which militated againſt - 3 
principle, on which was reſted the ſacred and :nviokble ſecurity ( 
Perf $07 0 97 par kk eames 4 wh 
Mr. BEARCROFT reprobated the principle of the bill in the 
/ 


terms no leſs ſtrong.— He coult conſider it, he ſaid, in no other 
view, than as a moſt unjuſt and unconſtitutional attempt to 79) ; 
private individual, by a# of Parliament, to commit a robbery by 


8 7 authn it. e . = 
* ord GEORGE CAVENDISH was of a different opinion: Maj 
In the preſent inſtance, it appeared to him, that a groſs act ot tion 

oppreſſion had been attempted by an individual, and he thought ſeril 

, it extremely proper that Parliament ſhould interfere to prevent in C 

FB Rey | | E | 3 

Sir WILLIAM SCOTT begged leave to aſk the Noble Lord, cam 
whether he meant to ſtate that an individual was guilty of op- 1 

pPieſſion in uſing his property in the manner in which the laws of * 

his country authoriſed him to uſe it, and in deriving from it ſuch to h 
emolument as he was legally entitled to. He argued ably againſt dired 

the bill, and faid he felt himſelf called: upon to give it his moſt bou! 

| decided oppoſition in every ſtage of its progreſs.  _ buile 
| Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN confeſied himſelf perfectly aſto- 1 
nifſhed, that, after the opinions which had been delivered; with | TA 
| reſpect to the principle of the preſent bill, by all the law autho- ther. 
| rity in that Houſe, that the Honourable Gentleman below him | a ſu 
(Mr. Roſe) ſhould pertinaciouſiy perſiſt in carrying it through the 3 

Houſe. A e | | by a 

Mr. ROSE roſe, and with much warmth, expreſſed his ſur- | trade 

priſe that the Honourable Baronet, or any other gentleman, | paire 

ſhould dare to impute pertinacity to him, while he was only fol- defer 

Jowing out a meaſure which a majority of the Houſe had repeat- |. 30 

edly ſanctioned by their approbation. He declared himſelf as in- | M 
dependent as any man in that Houſe, and ſaid he could not feel | ſome 

very comfortable under ſuch an imputation. The bill appeared | were 

10 eo both juſt and neceſſary, unqueſtionably, therefore, he | hope 

would perſevere to the end in giving it every ſupport in his | there 

| power. p os oo cls - . Bs Tow 

Sir WILLIAM DOLBEN, in explanation, faid, that his M 

_ admiration of a man propaſiti tenacem, could only extend to that derſk 

man whoſe propo/itum was fuſfu m. e | hund 

a Mr. Cawthorn, Mr. Stanley, Mr. Gilbert, and Lord Wil- order 

liam Ruſſtell, ſpoke in favour of the bill; and Mr. Burton, Mr. Fe 

EEE a oe ann $1 


= aſt, and Mr. Wigle , againſt it, 
Erbe Houſe Aividea,” 2 | | 1 1 
Ayes, for going into the committes 38 
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vas moved, that the members be counte 
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'The. Houſe Ward into a committee, and on a We 


| cou al be called in, the committee divided, | 7 


I hues 3 A 2 
Nee | 


eee called © bee belore the wt their mk ir 
2 and 41 being preſent, 

the counſel proceeded. Pied aa 
. to the 10th. 


Joxe 10. 


Mr. ROSE moved, that an humble addreſs be preſent to his 
Majeſty, praying that he will be gfacioully pleaſed to give direc- 
tions for inquiring into the loſſes of ſundry perſons who have ſub- 
ſcribed for annuities upon lives, and who have omitted to deliver 


th 


in certificates of their names, by which omiſſion the ſums of 
money to which they would otherwiſe have been entitled to be- 


came forfeited to the other ſubſcribers, dc. 

This motion was put and carried. 

Mr. ROSE then moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, praying that he may be graciouſly pleaſed to give 
directions that there be iſſued to the Commiſſioners for the 
bour of the Iſle of Man ſuch orders as uy: be neceſſary to re- 
build the pier of Douglas. 

This produced a ſhort converſation, Mr. FRANCIS and Mr. 
TAYLOR obſerving, that this was an unuſual mode, and that 
there ought to be more information before the Houſe before ſuch 


= ſum was voted for ſuch a purpoſe. 


Mr. - ROSE obſerved, that the pier of Douglas was ; deſtroyed 


| by a gale of wind, and that if it was not rebuilt ſpeedily, the 
trade of Ireland and the weſt of Scotland would be much im- 
| paired. But as objections had been made to the motion, he ſhould 
| defer it. 


| 


The motion was then withdrawn. 
Mr. BIRCH obſerved, that there had been a rumour, that 


| ſome. companies of militia had been embodied, but that there 


| were no arms for them; he wiſhed to know the reaſon for it; he 


hoped there were arms enough for them in the Tower. 'He 
therefore moved, that a liſt of the neceſſary arms now in the 
Tower be laid upon the table of this Houſe. _ 

Mr. COURTENAY obſerved, that it had always been un- 
derſtood, that there was a ſtand of arms to the amount of one 
hundred thouſand kept in the Tower, ſubje& to the immediate 
order of his Majeſty, when neceſſity called for them. | 

Mr. ROSE hopedthe Honourable e would not preſs 
this motion at thus time. "OY 
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© "The mbtion was then withdrawn, und -rftar 


Mr. COURTENAY then took notice of the ſubject which 


s 
an 
3 ; 


| was to be renewed. | 


had juſt been opened. He faid, that if there was a ſcarcity of 
arms, it was neceffary it ſhould be known how that afcarcity 


arofe. He wiſhed it to be publicly known what was the ſtate of 


arms in the Tower when a noble Marquis (Townfhend) left it; 
he felt a great deſire to do juſtice to the character of that Noble 


Marquis. Here Mr. Courtenay fpoke in the moſt handſome 
terms of this nobleman, and concluded with moving, 
„That there be laid before this Houſe the return of the num- 
ber of fmall.arms and army ftores that were at the Tower on the 
rft of January, 1981.” 1 h 


Mr. ROSE wifhed this motion alſo to be poſtponed, and that 


if the ſubject muſt be diſcuſſed, that the two motions ſhould be 
made on the ſame day. „ 

Mr. COURTENAY faid, he ſaw no reaſon for any delay 
upon this occaſion. Whether miniſters were willing or not to 
Tet the public know the arms now in the Tower, there was no 
reaſon why the account ſhould not be laid before the public of 
the ſtate of them at the time the Noble Marquis was at the head 
of the Ordnance. 0 „ | 

Mr. TAYLOR ſupported the motion. 
. The SOLICITOR GENERAL oppoſed it, on the ground 


tdhat no reaſon had been 2 for its being agreed to. 


Mr. FRANCIS ſaid, he had nothing in view, but one, which 
was to aſcertain the truth upon this ſubje&; and the ground he 
went upon was, that there had been a rumour that militia had 
been called out, and that they were without arms. The motion 
now before the Houſe, he underſtood, to be only a prelude to 
another inquiry, which he underſtood to be'commenced. _ 


Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he thought there were ſtrong grounds 


for inquiry. It had been ſtated by an Honourable Member, that 
ſeveral parties of militia had applied for arms, and that there were 
not ſufficient arms to be had for them at the Tower. He did not 


think that this motion was of any great importance, unleſs the | 
_ other was revived. He had heard there was only a ſtand for be- 
tween two and three thouſand men; if fo (but he did not pre- 

tend to know) there had been great negligence ſomewhere, par- 


ticularly at a time when there had been created ſo ſerious an alarm 
about an internal inſurrection in this country; but that there 
had been no real occaſion for more arms, was a proof of what he 


always thought, and often ſaid, wanted no proof, that the whole 
of the cry of alarm was without foundation. He had no objec- 
tion to this motion being put off to a future day, but he thought 


the other motion ought to be made allo. 3 


alluded 
{whor 
faxes) 

Vol 
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Sir WATKIN LEWES oppoſed the motion. 

Mr. ROSE faid he really had no knowledge whatever op 
the ſubject, this was the firſt he heard of it, but be could not 
conceive that any advantage could be derived from it at the pre- 
ſent moment. 

Mr. BIRCH ſaid a few words, and ſeemed to think his mo- 
tion 8 not to be perſiſted i in after what he heard upon the 
ſubje 8 

Mr COURTENAY replied. an . 

The Houſe divided, | e oO A a CO 

For the motion ; „„ - 
Againſt it | 30 

Mr. TAY LOR gave notice, that early in the next ſeſſion 
of Parliament it was his intention to move for leave to bring in 
a bill to enable magiſtrates of local juriſdiction, if they ſee occa- 
ſon, to ſend priſoners to be tried in the adjacent county. He 
then opened the nature of the bill for which he intended to 
move, which was for the purpoſe of ſaving the great expence of 
a commiſſion at Poole, and at Hull, and not to deſtroy any pri- 
2 whatever, but to give magiſtrates an option in certain 
caſes. 

The order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve it - 
{lf into a committee ay the whole Houſe on the Farnham hop 
bill, a debate took place on the queſtion that the I bas 
now leave the chair. The Houſe divided, 


. SM 
Noes | - Fo 13 


1 5 Majority THT 4 | | 

The Houſe then went into a committee, Mr. Cawthorne in 
the chair, and proceeded to hear evidence againſt the bill: —but, * 
a motion being made by Mr. Serjeant Watſon, that the Houſe 
ſhould — _ only 31 being preſent, an enn 
took un ha wn 
. - Joxs I I. Ee ; : 

On motion that the report of the Scotch coal bill be now res 
ceired, counſel was called in and heard for the petitioner, Sir 
Jobn Henderſon, a ainſt the bill. —Counſel having withdrawn, 

Mr, SECRETARY DUNDAS ſaid a few words. in anſwer 
i the objections of the Learned Gentleman, and in ſupport of 
the principle and proviſions of the bill. 

Mr, ALDERMAN ANDERSON ſaid a few: words, and 
aluded to the hardſhips under which the citizens of London 
{whom he praiſed for the cheerfulneſs with which they paid 
faxes) laboured on W of the heavy * they paid for coals, 

Vol .,. M m being 


"866 | PARLIAMENTARY Centos, 
being 88. 4d. per chaldron more than any other perſons; h fo: 
Hoped that when theſe citizens came to apply for relief in tha g 
feſpect the proceedings of this day would be remembered, = ql 


The report was then received, and agreed to. bbje 
Mr. WII BERT ORGE. moved that the Houſe do now re. C 


 folye itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider Wii e 
further of the bill to preyent the ſupply of foreign iſlands with WW *** 
Paves.—This he ſaid was merely to ſtrike out pa. Clauſes of | took 
the bill which were unneceſſary, and not to add any thing, ot 
to change the principle of the bill in the leaſt reſpet. 

This motion was oppoſed by LORD SHEFFIELD and M. ,, © 
EAST, upon a point of order; they maintained that notice the 

EE gught to have heen given ormmoton, | 

- -Mr.. WILBERFORCE obſerving that there were not forty S 
members in the Houſe, and therefore if a diviſion was called for, M 
the Houſe muſt adjourn by being counted, gave' notice, that he Hou 
ſhould move to-morrow at twelve o'clock for the Houſe to e- ont 
ſolve itſelf into this committee—this he did, not with a view that 

that the Houſe ſhould fit at twelve O clock, but merely to give lt w: 
his motion precedence to the other orders of the day,—the biſho 

motion ſhould be made at four o'clock, He then withdrew the Wi dent 
preſent noti 3 5 5 e e — 
- Mr. ROSE informed the Houſe, that on account of the late &c. - 

riod of the preſent ſeſſion, he ſhoutd defef to the next, the WW n it 

_ further proceeding on the Farnham hop bill: he juſtified the of Ci 
ſteps he had taken in this buſineſs as being founded on the ne- think 
ceſſity of the caſe, aud obferved, that as to the remedy to be dignit 
applied to the grievance complained of, he did not know pre- tors « 
ciſely what the Houſe would think 2 to do; perhaps 2 have « 
neral regulation might take place, for it was a- clear caſe, WW but he 
that taking the tythe of hops in kind, would occaſion the total iſ the pi 
deſtruction of the article; ſomething muſt therefore be done in report 
the next ſeſſion of Parliament upon that ſubject,  ' ments 
Mr. WILBERFORCE moved the order of the day for the to juſ 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, on ments 
the bill to prevent the ſupply of foreigners with flaves, which WI /<riou! 

r 3 Prelate 

M. CAWTHORNE oppoſed it, as dd alſo Mr, EAST, be » 

A ſhort debate took place. The Houſe divided, ſcanda 
CN 220 Mmmm - - > 26-- pains « 
5 Ain k 85 | notes t 
The bill was therefore loſt. FFV by Mr 
Mr. FOX gave notice, that on Monday (June 17) he ſhould Ay 
e ge 


Ell the attention of the Houſe to the preſent war, and for an 
39 * c : ts 2 9% 4 OE 98 3-5 * l 


”" * * 3nqui Marat 
5 ang 1 themſe 


1d 


dn 4 4 nr at; is of v2 I 
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inquiry into the reaſon for its continuance on dur part after the 
dbject for which we entered into it was obtaitied,” 

On reading the order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf 
into a committee of the whole Houſe on tlie bill for regulating 
the laws in being relative to rogues and vagabotids, a ſhort debate 
took place, arid the Houſe dividedj © BE De 

. mono © 2 76 
ED r r 
The Houſe then went into a committee; and paſſed through 
the clauſes of the bill. ee e 
18 _ = LPBEL; EE e 
Mr. WHITBREAD, junior, called the attention of the 
Houſe to a paper, called the World, dated the 27th of May, 
containing a ſcandalous reflection on the managers appointed by 
that Houſe to conduct the impeachment againſt Mr. — / 
It was there ſtated that a Right Reverend. Prelate (the Arch- 
biſhop of York) did ſay, that it was impoſſible for him to fit 
flent, to liſten to the illiberal conduct of the managers; that 
they examined a witneſs as if he was not a witneſs, but a pick- 
pocket, and that if Marat ot Roberſpierre were there they could 
not conduct the impeachment in a more ſcandalous manner, 
&c. This, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, was highly indecorous, and 
an inſult not only bn the managers, but alſo on the Houſe 
of Commons itfelt; and they could not expect the Houſe to 
think highly of them if they did not vindicate their own 
dignity, and take ſuch ſteps as might lead to puniſh the propaga- 
tors of ſuch ſcandalous calumny. He could have wiſhed to 
have confined his motion to the perſon who uttered the words, 
but he found that to be impoſſible, and that he muſt move for 
the proſecution*of the printer of the paper in which they were 
reported. Indeed the printer had thought fit to make com- 
ments on theſe words, and theſe comments were ſuch as tended 
to juſtify the language: Here Mr. Whitbread .read the com- 
ments, and obſerved that that Houſe ought to take the matter up 
leriouſly both with regard to the printer and the Right Reverend. 
Prelate ; the one for the comments; and the other for uttering 
the words. That the Archbiſhop had made uſe of very 
ſcandalous expreſſions he could prove, for he had been at the 
pains of procuring a tranſcript from the ſhort-hand writer's 
notes taken at the trial. They ſtated that, after the examination 
by Mr. Burke of a witneſs on the 25th of May, the Archbiſhop 
fad, - upon my, word, my Lords, this proceeding is intolerable; 
the gentleman at your bar is treated like a pickpocket, and if 
Marat or Roberſpierre were in the box, they could not conduct 


themſelves in a more improper manner than 1 have often 


Mm 2 witneſſed 


as. PAR LIAME NT AR Xx . Commons, 


- witneſſed in the courſe of this trial—this was the ſubſtance of 
what the Right Reverend Prelate ſaid. Mr, Whitbread then 
expatiated on the e and indecency of theſe expref. 
ions, and called upon the Houſe to ſupport the managers and 
their own dignity. The mode which he ſhould propoſe ap- 
peared to him to be the only one the Houſe ought to adopt 
upon this occaſion. It was to addreſs his Majeity, Praying, 
that he might direct the Attorney General to proſecute the 
printer- of this paper, and then to inſtitute an inquiry in form, 
whether the words alluded to had been uttered, when, where, 
and by whom. ET 5 ND 

The SPEAKER ſuggeſted to the Houſe the propriety of | 
Following precedent upon this occaſion, -and referred to the 
Journals of the date of the 16th of June 1789, where a proſe- 
cution had been inſtituted againſt the printer of the World 
for ſcandalous reflections upon the Houſe of Commons. - Theſe 
Journals being read,' and the paper now in queſtion delivered in 


and read, : . 
Mr. WHITBREAD moved, that the paragraph now read 
contains reflections of a very groſs and ſcandalous nature, and is 
- a libel on the managers appointed by this Houſe to conduct the 
_ impeachment now depending againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
„ Mr. F AN * 0, he roſe to ons Be motion, 60 ſup- 
port-it by a ervation, ſuggeſted perhaps by reſentment 
; 61 the —— ed honour of he” ook, and of of particular | 
friend, but leading, as he thought, to reflections materially con- 
_ nected with the preſent ſubject. Ever ſince I have been con- 
cerned in the tranſaction of public affairs, or indeed of another, 
it has been my endeavour and practice, taught me perhaps by 
inſtruction, and certainly confirmed by habit, to turn every 
thing I read, or hear, or ſee, or obſerve, in the tranſactions of 
life, whether it paſſes before me, or whether I find it recorded 
in hiſtory, ſome way or other to my own account, that is, to the 
improvement of my judgment, or to the direction of my con- 
duct. But I do moſt ſolemnly declare that, fince I have any 


© knowledge of hiſtory or any acquaintance with human affairs, 


never yet received ſuch a prudential leſſon as that which is 
_ conveyed. to 255 and to all men, through the medium of my 
Right Hon. Friend, by the fact which is now brought before 
you. It is not my intention to enter into the praiſe or blame of 
any thing that has been ſaid or done by my Right Honourable 
Friend, much leſs to inſiſt upon the eminence of his abilities, 
the extent of his knowledge, or the perſevering application of 
his faculties, to every ſubject that engages his attention. The 
extraordinary endowments of his mind are too well known to 


require or admit of illuſtration, by any thing I could by ft 
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him: But there is one part of his perſonal character which'T 
muſt take notice of, becauſe it immediately concerns my preſent 
purpoſe. It is the well known charaQter of my Right Honour 
able Friend, that in whatever he undertakes or does, he does 
nothing by halves, but every thing with force and vehemence, 
and even in common caſes, as the Italians call it, con amore. 
He may be right, or he may be wrong; but he is always in 
earneſt. There is nothing like double dealing, or hypocriſy, or 
prevarication in his character. Whenever he takes a part, be 
goes the full length of his opinion. Vou know the worſt or 
the beſt of him. On one particular ſubject, we all remember 
with what zeal and ardour he declared himſelf. Never, never, 
ſince ranks and gradations have exiſted in ſociety, has there ap- 
peared in the world an advocate ſo able, a champion ſo deter- 
mined, in the cauſe of the upper orders in our conſtitution as 
my Right Honourable Friend. If ever there was a uſeful and 
ardent defender of nobility, of prelacy, of hierarchy, it is he, 
Now mark the return he receives. I am not alluding to a 
mere inſtance of c&nmon vulgar ingratitude, but to the par- 
ticular ſpecies and character of the ingratitude he has met with, 
and from what quarter it comes. A Right Reverend Prelate, 
a pious Archbiſhop, a judge in the ſeat of judgment, a Spiritual 
Lord in Parliament, in the ſeat of judgment, in the face of the 
world, compares my Right Honourable Friend to two. of the 
moſt abandoned, and, in his Grace's eſtimation at leaft, the moſt 
deſperate rufhans that ever diſgraced the cauſe of democracy—to 
Marat and Roberfpierre; and declaring that my Right Honour- 
able Friend is not a bit better than either of them.—Sir, he was 
a wiſe-man who ſaid, put not your truft in princes. But, after 
this aſtoniſhing example, I think that man muſt be infatuated, 
muſt be a. fool indeed, who ſhall hereafter put his truſt 'in 
biſhops. | <6 
Mc. SECRETARY DUNDAS faid, that when men, ſup- 
poſed to be under the 3 of reaſon and judgment, in an 
eminent degree yielded to the heat of their paſſions, and ſaid 
improper things, it only proved that they had the frailties of 
other men, and ought to acknowledge it: having ſaid this, he 
confeſſed that when he came to the circumſtances of the preſent 
caſe, dificulties occurred to him as to the manner in which the 
Houſe ſhould or could proceed. He had no heſitation in ſay- 
| ing, that the managers of the impeachment ought to have the 
3 of the Houſe; and he was glad to learn that the 
| Right Honourable Manager (Mr. Burke), who was in the box 
when theſe unhandſome expreſſions were uttered, had behaved 
with ſuch moderation as he did; his conduCt was very noble; 
he had put on it as it were a deafneſs upon the occaſion, 2 
| | | . ormed 


m_ 


_ 
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formed an honourable- contraſt with the intemperance of the 
other party.— But although this was his opinion, yet he did not 
know how the Houſe could, conſiſtently with its dignity, pro- 
ceed; they had no authentic mode by which they could make 
it appear upon their records that the words were uttered; This 
complaint ſhould have been made inſtantly, if at all. —Suppoſing 
that Houſe ſhould complain to the other of theſe words being 
ſpoken by the Right Reverend Prelate upon the. trial, the court 
before which the trial was depending had adjourned for ſeveral 
months; and therefore no proceeding of any kind at this time 
could be had from that court. With regard to the paper upon 
the table, the Houſe might direct a proſecution againſt the 
printer: and then were they ſure the jury would convict? If 
they ſhould acquit the priſoner, the dignity of the Houſe was ſo 
far leſſened, becauſe it would appear that they were more jealous 
of their honour than a jury of the country thought they ought 
to be. This had happened before, and no friend to that Houſe 
would wiſh to ſee it re However, he went no further than 
to doubt upon the ſubject, and if any Honourable Member 
ſhould point out how the Houſe could regularly proceed to a 
ſafe point in vindication of its honour and 5 8 of its 
managers, he ſhould be ready to withdraw all his objections. 
But he confeſſed, as the whole caſe appeared to him, the beſt 
thing the Houſe could do at preſent was to take no further 
notice, and therefore he ſhould move that the Houſe ſhould 
adjourn.— Perhaps the preſent diſcuſhon might have a good 

effect; he dared ſay the Right Reverend Prelate now heartily 

wiſhed he had never uttered the words in queſtion, and the 
Right Honourable Manager gained ſatisfaction for the inſult by 
contemplating on the advantage he. had over his adverſary in the 
great contraſt of their behaviour. He then moved, that this 

ouſe do now adjourn, _' __ 8, EY 
Mr. WINDHAM faid, he felt as ſtrongly as any man the 
extreme outrage that was committed by ſpeaking the words 
alluded to; but he felt a doubt in his own mind whether the 
- purpoſe to be wiſhed would be gained by the preſent meafure. 

He concurred in truſting that the offenſive words uttered had 
been followed up by a proper reflection in the mind of the 
ſpeaker. He agreed alſo that the contraſt between the inter- 
ference of the Archbiſhop, and the calm, manly dignity of the 
Right Honourable Manager, was highly to the advantage of the 
latter, particularly when it was. conſidered by whom the words 
were uttered, to whom they were addreſſed, and the Gps 

mode in which they were received, Taken altogether the 
matter muſt be a ſource of ſatisfaction to the feelings of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman; and upon that view of the — 


* 


1 
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ject he felt no difficulty in acquieſcing in the motion for ad- 


journment. With reſpect to the printer, he was of opinion 


at the comments contained in the paper alluded to were as 
candalous as need be; but then the printer ſtood in a ſituation 
which although it did not leſſen his criminality, yet made it per- 
haps unadviſable to purſue him, for he was much leſs criminal 
than the perſon who uttered the expreſſions; and it would ap- 
pear awkward before the public, that the Houſe of Commons 
ſhould proſecute the leſſer offender, at a time when they were 
G to ſuffer the greater to remain unmoleſted: it would 
look like puniſhing an acceſſary, and forgiving the principal. 
Theſe appeared to him to be difficulties, but they were not 
points upon which he had entirely made up his mind; they 
a d to him to furniſh an apology for an adjournment. 
Howeyer, he felt ſo ſtrongly the moaning. of ſupporting. the 
managers upon this occaſion, that if the Honourable Gentle- 
man who. made the firſt motion ſhould think fit to perſiſt in 
it, he ſhould vote with him—he could wiſh, for an adjourn 
ment. a SMT 
Mr. BURKE affured the Houſe, that the motion of the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman who brought this buſineſs forward was 
concerted without the ſmalleſt application to him. He then ad- 
verted to the miſchief of the words in queſtion, and of the miſ- 
chievous tendency of paragraphs which had appeared from time 
to time upon the proceedings of the impeachment, ever ſince it 


was commenced, He was ſure the Houſe would at laſt be com- 


pelied to deal with a heavy hand upon the authors, printers, and 
publiſhers of theſe ſcandalous libels upon the managers, and all 


' who were concerned. Some time or other he was ſure it muſt 


be ſo. With regard to the original motion, he could not agree 
to it; far he ſhould never agree to ſending into the Court of 
King's Bench the trial of the privileges of that Houſe, becauſe 
that han was able, and ought always to be ready, to yindicate 
its own privileges; and the mode was the iſſuing their attach» 
ment. He ſaid he ſhould not vote at all upon the ſubject, and 


he came to the Houſe chiefly for the purpoſe of repeating what 
he had often ſaid, that he proteſted againſt committing the privi- 


leges of that Houſe to any tribunal under Heaven, except its 
own, which was always to be inforced by attachment. After 
ſome general obſervations upon what had been expreſſed by Mr. 
Francis, he concluded with leaving the matter entirely to.the 
pleaſure of the Houſe, — F 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL, in a ſpeech of ſome length, 
entreated the Houſe to be cautious in ordering proſecutions ta 
be carried on by the Attorney General, and aſſured wn. it. =y 
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inconwenience which attended ſuch proſecutions. 
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ſrcely poſſible for them to be aware of all the difficulty and 


* £ 


Mr. FOX ;faid; he felt hiniſeif in an unpleaſant ſituation with 


reſpect to the ſubject nom before the Houſe, not agreeing ex- 


aQly,with any gentleman cho had yet ſpoken upon it. If the 
doubt — by the; Right Honourable could be 
proved. to be well ſounded; he ſhould feel no difficulty in aſſent- 


ing to the motion for adjournment; hut he thought theſe doubt 
ought to be conſidered a 


| deal before the Houſe determined 
that they were well founded. With reſpect to the ſhort-hand 
writer's notes which had been alluded to, he confeſſed he 


_ doubted whether they could fairly be deemed evidence upon 
which any perſon ſhould be convicted; and upon a former oc- 


caſion he had urged a variety of objections to that proceeding, 
but he was over- ruled by the Houſe upon that ſubject. But let 
the Houſe: conſider how that matter ftood, When a queſtion 


came before that: Houſe for the cenſure of an Honourable Mana- 


r (Mr. Burke for what he ſaid againit Mr. Haſtings; and Sir 
Elijah Impey upon the trial and execution of Nunducomar), the 
ſhort-hand writer was called to the bar of the Houſe, and aſked 
queſtions upon his notes of the ſpeech of the Right Honourable 
Manager in Weſtminſter Hall, in the proſecution againſt Mr. 
Haſtings ; upon the evidence of theſe notes that Right Honour- 
able Gentleman was cenſured by that Houſe, Now a queſtion 
aroſe upon this. Were the notes of a ſhort-hand writer good 
for the purpoſe of proceeding to cenſure a manager of the 1m- 
peachment of Mr. Haſtings, and not for the purpoſe of 
protecling him from a groſs inſult?— This was not all; there were 
other views in which this ſubje& appeared to him, and they 
were more general than any he had yet heard upon it; and upon 
which he ſhould be forry the Houſe would not take this buſi- 
neſs up in a ſerious manner. With reſpect to the conduct of 
the Right Honourable Manager, it was what he highly ap- 
— : whether he ſhould have had temper enough to conduct 
Pimſelf in the ſame way was what he exceedingly doubted; but 
he commended that Honourable Gentleman for his conduct 
upon that occaſion. Having ſaid this, he muſt now obſerve, 
that he looked farther than this impeachment, and felt ſome ap- 


prehenſion, not only for the character of that Houſe, but alſo for 


the opinion the world * be led to entertain of the conſtitu- 


tion itſelf, if ſomething like. juſtice did not appear to be impar- 


» 


| tially adminiſtered in this country upon the URS of libels. 
ome upon the 


This was an eventful year; a great many libels, 
conſtitution, ſome on y ſuppoſed to be fo, and ſome upon other 


Points, had been brought forward; and their authors, pron 
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and publiſhers, had been ſentenced with a ſeverity, with a de, 
of {0 „of inhumanity, that no danger that had 

ould juſtify; no bad or falſe 1 * | deſerved, calas 
mity to be averted even called for; now if it ſhould. go abroad 


that there was in fact a principle which;guided that Houſe, ſuch 


as had in his hearing often been to his mind ſooliſhly and uncon- 
ſiitutionally aſſerted, that the Houſe of Commons were ready 
to reſent an inſult from below, as they improperly termed it, bx 
which they meant the peop/r,; and that they were ready to over- 
book an inſult from aboue, by which was meant the other 
branches of the legiſlature ij, he ſaid; ſuch an impreſſion was 
once felt, the reſult would be a conyictĩon, that the Houſe of 
Commons, in all its attachment to its privileges, /procecided-to* 
exerciſe] them only againſt the people ; and that with regard to 
the other branches of the legiſlature, the Houſe of Commons 
obſerved a ſervile complaiſance · He had oſten had on to 
make theſe obſervations upon ſeveral conteſts with the crown; 


and he could not help thinking, that they ought now to be rer 


newed; and that the people ſhould have as little reaſon a poi · 
ble to feel the truth and force of them. Should the eaſe be 
otherwiſe, he ſhould tremble for the fate of the conſtitution it · 
ell. He left the Houſe to judge, whether theſe obſervations - 
applied at all at this time, when there was ſuch a cry ſor ſup- 
porting the conſtitution. The Houſe would remember With 
what readineſs ſome of the people were proſecuted for libels; and 
ak themſelves whether the words here ſpoken were not af that 
nature; and that the only difference was, that in this caſe the 


inſult came from a member of the Houſe of Peers. With reſpect 


to the ſilence with which this matter had been treated by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, he muſt ſay he approved of it, 
but then that ſilence was of no avail, for who could diſſemble 

from himſelf, that by the medium of newſpapers it was become a 


public thing, that the managers had been groſsly inſulted on the 


tial of Mr. Haſtings by the archbiſiop Vork; not the ma- 


nagers I the Houſe of Commons, but alſo the people 


of England had been inſulted. If the Houſe were defirous to 
laye it underſtood. that the managers were not to ſpeak on the 


tial of Mr. Haſtings, but in ſuch and ſuch terms, and that if 


they ſpoke freely, the Houſe would not ſupport them when 


they were thus treated, he owned he thought they were hardly | 


treated, - When the Houſe choſe him as one of the managers, 


le was no ſtranger to them; they knew his way of thinking, 
icy knew his manner of ſpeaking ; if they expected him not to | 


peak with warmth. and as much energy as he was able, and that 
he was not to deſcribe vice in the moſt odious colours he was 
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S mankand * the guilty, they. would 
awhile! he;;cofitinu to be a gilt, hy there. 


ne Idea of lied ta conform: with the faſti. 
Peer, might ink cius or that expreſſion 
he ait judge for himſelf, and employ the 
its Him to ſuit the ſubject. om which he 
— — and if the Houſe diſapproved. of him, they could 
| $ino10/o7\enfine” hjm. ITbe queſtion: nom remaining wa, 
Whether ide Houſe ſhould, under all the circumſtances now be- 
fore them, proceed to doing theinfelves juſtice ?i. IF it could be 
provetithar;that was at'this:time impracticable, he” ſhould con- 
Jort! te let the buſinaſt end here; and upon that ſubject he 
"owned; he did net feel himſelf entirely 'gonviriced-by-any thing 
that had Ro pln — of 4 6a that they 
might-vory w printer, againſt the 
Wg Rovoverid: 'Pvelate; and as to the mode of proceeding in 
he! odiifeſſed, * when the prog neges of Fw — 
Wore irvaded; he thought e we 
— on; — they would ar aq 6-9 
of exiſtence, if any other mode of procedure "a 
2 Wu deſpeck to the printer of the paper in 
the — of Him was not his object in this büſmieſs, nor 
ether chat ef the Right Reverend Prelate, whoſe character in 
many reſpects was _ 'honourable, and whoſe venerable 
' aide im v 7 and.whoſe late domeſtic aide 
inade him ar ubfect of condolenoe. It was not either the feel- 
ing of a perſonal reſtntment againſt him that brought up theſe 
: '6bſarvations; it-was a conſideration; paramount to All others for 
amber of that Houſc—a regard for the honour of that Houſe, 
i audi for the weilebeing and continuance of the beſt principles of 
| the: conftitution of this country, produced theſe obſervations. 
ö Woere theſe 9 to him perſonally, be thould have 
| _ . known ho to for give them long ago, 'ifaſked to do ſo. But he 
- muſt have it unde „that fr it any perſon ſpoke difreſpeRtully 
of che managers upon ſuch a trial, iſs ſpoke diſreſpectfully of the 
| people of England, ard the Houſe of Commons were obliged 
| | to ſtop ſuch language, and, if they think fit, to cenſure the 
| author of it. He believed chat no judge in any of the inferior 
po - courts of this kingdom would have ſallered ſuch words from ons 
party to another, and the Lords ought to have cenſured the 
| Nene Prelate after he uttered the expreſſion. If the Houſe 
 faw any difficulty in proceeding they might ſuffer the matter to 
veſt 2 it ſtood; he had given his opinion; he had done his 
- Buty;-the ſubject he now left for the jodgment of the Houle. 
1 5 MASTER of the ROLLS was of opinion that it was 
Nr 828 e as to this matter, . 
FEAE gar 


0 JOURNAL.: 


ee FEI: could now 3 any in 22 | 
r or: parliamentary form. e as: he unde 
that it was not e au mation, | | 
printer, he: would. u png 1 


have given. it 3 1. .the'!: bee wol plac 


matter would be forgotten 
Mr. . FRANCIS. obſerved, that, ® 411 che r in 

the trial were taken down in ſhort- hand, the pagers 

Reverend Prelate would, as well as other paceeedings, be | 


down to poſte 

be MASTER of che ROLLS: e this lpoech. 19 
form no part of the proceedings, and did not therefore fee E 
— go dawn-.t0 poſterity: 25 iorwing SHER e e 


Mr. r. SERJEANT WATSON thought. that the Houſe 
would act with little regard to its own... dignity. in taking any 
ltep, in à matter of this kind, where there was any degree, 
o doubt an do the ſuceck be as therelors for the det 


ment. K 
Mr.. BARTON. fad, that the words ſpaken. by the Reve el 
Prelate were properly no part af the proceedings in the tis, 
and of courſe, when it came to be printed under the authority 
of that Hauſe, it would not contain theſe words. He faid, that 
if the printer were to be proſecuted, it Was at bas difficult. te, 
ay, whether it might be poſſible 16; prevent him, in his . 
bringing forward evidence as to the conduct of the 
5 whole 23 2 ſo to ſabmit ix, 0 jet jud N . 
by twelve jurymen, pe e impeach e N ; 
— ye negyric of the bY ma ye get 
—— — to the he Howe, with reſpect to ha pan 4 
tion and the diſtreſs of his family at the time. 
LORD FIELDING faid a tew: words) 
Mr. DRAKE, jun. faid, that when an rk to teling an | 
an addreſs to reaſon, were at the ſame tips to the a 
they ought ſurely to prevail, and he e &y would, 40 * 
he was therefore: fox the adjournment. 
Mr. SHERIDAN Lid he bad A. oh = 8 urged, 
which, if they had been Rated. to his le Friend in 1 
Lobby, before he game into the "ok ge ght perhaps hayes 
gone to > have induced him to delay making * motion, but Which 
could afford no argument Whatever for ſlipping it PE now 
that it had been brought forward. I 1 —— ment ſeemed 
to be, that the matter would be forgatten,., [wont vox go. 


down to 3 but the contrary o this was well known, 
ain the e court was 
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276 PARLLAMENTARY- Commons. 
ſtated. That the words had come. from ſuch authority, 
as was, of all others, the ſtrongeſt reaſon why vigh ſhould 0 
- ſubmitted to. Mr. 2 _ 8 could > wy him 
td agree to a e ubſect, except the argu- 
ment of freling hut he truſted os 5 Honourable 1 
| wah oppolird' to him (Mr. Dundas) would agree to withdraw 
his motion of adjournment ; for otherwiſe; how would the 
matter appear upon the Journals of the Houſe . His Honour. 
able Friend had made à motibn, that the paſſages alluded to 
were a fcandalous libel upon this "Houſe ;*and- if this motion 
Wan r rid of by an adjournment, they would in fact ſtand 
their wn Journals: — the firſt motion of his Ho- 
l nend ſhould be agreed to, it might be underſtood 


Ke farder prog wr tb ound D865 
Mr. WHITBREAD ſaid, he conſidered the matter, i 8. 
as an inſult offered by the Houſe of Lords to that Houſe. 10 
he had had the * of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
oppoſite to him, he would certainly have followed out the 
matter to the full extent: he had no doubt he would have been 
able to prove that the wordꝭ were ſpoken, and by whom they 
were ſpoken; and he ſaw no difficulty in the way of adoptin 
ſuch meaſures as - might vindicats' the honour and 5 
that Houſe. He could: nat, however, agree to withdraw his 
preſent motion,” and he hoped' the Right Honourable Gentle- 

an would withdraw his motion for the adjournment,” © © + 

Mr. SECRETARY -DUNDAS (aid, that every thing he 
had heard had confirmed bim the mere in his opinion, a to the 
impropriety of proceeding further in the buſineſs; but, if the 
Honourable Gentleman thought it looked better, he would have 
| no ohjection to withdraw his motion, . that the Houſe do now 

adjcurn, in order to move, that the debate be adjourned for a 
fortnight. 

"M: SHERIDAN (a ſaid; that he would certalaly prefer a etickion 
for adjourning the debate, but wiſhed the Right Honourable 
Gentleman to make his motion for adjourning the debate only 
till Monday next. H betwixt that time any proper mode of 
proceeding ſhould occur to him, he would then bring forward 
another motion on the upject. 

The SPEAKER: faid, that no ninndenre could be made. 
to the 85. of adjournment, which muſt therefore be. fiſt 
; di 1152.9 * 

Fr Ba BAKER lad a few words, book which hs Seller put 
the queſtion, that the motion that the Houſe do ow a ad- 
br, of . on which 4 divißon 11 te Ro 1 


Nodes: jar wes 6 145 2 "OF YAH 1 Di 10 10 
"Adjourned to LO 17. 8 1 7 Jos 


. By OY hl: 55 wo er. . Wor 
con bt" Jon: WP" att tf bo el 
| „ 8cors, MILITIA. M 
| "hr. ' SECRETARY DUNDAS fd, that cart i n we 
ſeſſion of Parliament he ſhould bring (forward a propoſition for: 
the eſtabliſhment. of a militia in. Scotland. The Houſe would 
recolle&t, that he had given notice of this meaſure ſote time 
and he now poſtponed it to the next ſeſſion ſor the pore 
ng full notice of it. Ie ſhould nom move for 
ing in a bill for the purpo {6:4 _ bad e RO 
Houſe granted, he ſhou my with the bill tine, merely 
hn next with a Rn by je eel oy merely: 
2 8 7 Se e vary * 
= It ave an opportuni con t during the rec 
Ps then moved for Ts to bring in the bill—Granted, 
Then that the bill be brought in Granted. Again, that the 
e ApD- hints wie" was ones and the | All ordered ta 
be print 
Mr. EEK VI. called the. attention of the Houſe to 3 report 
on the table, upon the ſubject of fees, perquiſites, and emolu- 
ments of certain public offices. This report, he ſaid, contained,” | 
amongſt, many other things, the amount of ſees which the com- 
mittee thought too large, and gave account of offices and ſala- 
ries, &e. He then moved that this report be printed. Alt 
This motion, after a few obſervations from Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, . recommending the appendix, on account of the enor- 
mous length of it, to be omitted, and Mr. Jekyl alſenting. 


paſſed. | 
Sir WATKIN LEWES moved, that an humble addreſs de 
preſented to his Majeſty, humbly praying that he will be * 
cioully pleaſed to give directions that a monument be erect 

t. Paul's Cathedral, in the ay of London, to the memory of 
eorge late Lord Rodney, with an inſcription expreſſive of his 
minent ſervices, 8c. and to aſſure his Majeſty that the Houſe 
ould make good the ſame, &c. Carried nemine contradicente. 
He then made a ſimilar motion to the Ow} of the late 
Lord Heathfield, La nemine contradicente. 
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hat his Ae d be pleaſed to give directions, yh there be given 
o Mr. Mudge the ſum of 2,500l. upon condition af his 1155 


the properties his time-picee, 170 be WR Re to 
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make, &c. 
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the time-piece ſhall have been made, may think adviſable to 
The motion was agreed to. 


-* MOTION AGAINST THE WAR. 


Ty OS 


o "i 


"ty FOR vd to call the arrendon' of the Kue 60 the ſub. 


ject of which he had given notice; he faid he ſhould'not have 
troubled the Houſe, nor preſumed to have offered his ſentiments 
the ſubject he was about to introduce, which related to the 

neral ſituation of this country, if circumſtances had not clearly 


required he ſhould do ſo. He roſe, therefore, to ſtate to the 


Houſe the reaſons which induced him to think it was the duty 


of that Houſe to take ſuch. ſteps as might teſtify a change of 


opinion with regard to the continuation of the war, as applied to 
their former votes upon that ſubject. He hoped no perſon 
would be fo uncandid as to fuppoſe, that if upon that day he waved 


the conſideration of thoſe points which he had urged upon for- 


mer occaſions, as to the juſtice and policy of the war, that there- 
fore it was to be taken for a proof that he had changed his opi- 
nion, and that therefore he remained ſilent in his own defence, 
or that he had changed his opinion upon the meaſures which 
brought about this unhappy war. Such a concluſion would be 
uitjuſt and from that idea he truſted no gentleman in that 


7 


Houſe would draw it. He truſted the Houſe would feel that if 


he waved all. theſe topics, it was becauſe he did not conſider 
them as neceſſary for the illuſtration of the arguments he had 
to ſubmit on the preſent occafion. He ſhould, therefore, for the 
fake of argument, grant (always begging it to be underſtood by 
the way, and for the ſake of argument alone he did fo,) that the 
preſent war was a juſt, prudent, and neceſſary war, that its origin 
was juſt and wiſe, called for and entered into for the general 
ſafety of Europe, and for the intereſt of this country. is was 
the broadeſt way in which he could lay foundation for argu- 
ment; and upon principles ſo laid down, he ſhould tate why he 
thought it was neceſſary at the preſent time, under the. preſent 


- circumſtances, for that Houſe to interfere, and to give its opinion 


in an addreſs to the throne, as he ſhould have the. honour of 


moving. If there were any who thought that this might have 


a bad effect upon the public mind, all he could fay, he did not 
think fo, and that on his part that would not he intentional. _ 

He had always underſtood that the grounds of the preſent 
war on our part were principally theſe, Firſt, the particular 
alliance we had with the Dutch, attacked as they-were by the 
French.—Secondly, not only this alliance, ne point of 
good faith called upon us to act for the ſafety of our alliance, 


and of our own honour, but alſo on account of the intereſt we 
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ourſelves had in the iſſue, independent of good faith and of 
bondur. There was another ground ſtated, and that might be 
divided into parts, as indeed on former occaſions it had been; 
he maant that which-was ſtated upon the general footing of tho 
aggrandizement of France, and the effect and operation of the 
ſpirit of their couneils. Theſe were the grounds upori which 
we undertook the preſent war. His object was now to ſhew- 
that upon neither of theſe grounds could the preſent war be con- 
tinued. He knew he might, and perhaps he ſhould be told, that 
we had been at conſiderable expence in this war already, aud 
that we had met with conſiderable ſucceſs; in the proſecution uf 
it hitherto; therefore gentlemen inclined to inſiſt upon theſe 
points, would ſay, that under ſuch circumſtances it was fair-for 
us to ſay, that we were entitled to indemnity for the expen 

we had ſuſtained, and ſecurity againſt future danger, — | 
we: had not, the: war ſhould be followed up with: vigour. That 
principle, as far as it regarded the fituation of our allies, hie did 
by no means deny: but the continuatlon of the preſent war far 
indemnity. to ourſelves and indemnity only, after the real object 
of the war vras gained, could be maintained only upon pruden- 
tial confiderations :' now taking it as a mattor of prudenee, he 
ſhould wiſh to aſk” what could we promiſe to ourſelves upon the 
continuation of the preſent war? What was it that we; propoſed 
to gain? Theſe were all the grounds he ſhould have to ſubmit ta 
. . Dar yod ode 
In the firſt place, therefore, he ſhould, apprehend: from theſe 
premiſes, that whatever ſentiments of indignation: the people of 
this country might feel with regard to ſome of the proceedings 
on the part of France, yet he believed it was not in the con- 


mplation of the people of this country, at the commencement 
f the war, to inſiſt on giving France its old abſolute monarchy, 
r indeed to inſiſt on giving it any form of government hat- 
ver, or to interſere with any form of 8 that might 
y moment, by any confuſion, be found in that country. 
Tſe thought he was ſtating nothing more than the general 
iſh ofthe people of this country, and what they felt at the 
commencement. of the war, that the object of it was not that 
f giving to, or inſiſting on, any form of government to France. 
e ſtated this point negatively, becauſe it would hereafter make 


the poſitive part which he ſhould afterwards ſubmit; the more 
intelligible. - We were not to revenge the death of the King- 


of France, at leaſt we were not to go to war for that purpoſe, 
although he felt as much as any n in this country upon 
that melancholy occaſion, and he believed that, in this coun- 


try at leaſt, it was an event unanimouſly lamented ; yet it wa 
N e ED. : a , f 5 | | not Sh 
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— — — —.— the it 
>Oplc raiſed upon = it was unneceſſary 
= im to lay; Aon — 8 ſent inſtance for 
his purpoſe to ſay, it was not the grou our going to war 
either inſiſted — the moſt advocates 3 mea 
ſure or by the ſtill authority of the communication from 
the: throne:-&The object of the war avowed was, as he 
in the-commencement- . — 
ſerve Holland as out ally, and to prevent the aggrandiſement of | 
France, CO id to was thr coun Ther wa 
timents w appeared to actuate councils. There was 
2 another ground, which was, that the French had decla 
3 being admitted to its full 8 3 
—. to the (eſtabliſhment _ one principle=that of making 
— war. By a defenſive war he did not mean 
to deſeribe the mode of carrying it on, for it muſt be carried on, 
2 all mankind knew, by force of arms; but it was on that ac- 
count merely a defenſive war in principle, which ceaſed with 
the ocaſion that gave it birth. And if: he were aſked, when 
Was the time he would put an end to ſuch a war? he would 
anſwer, when we could make onr enemies deſiſt from carrying 
on their operations againſt us; ſubject to the conſideration of an 
indemnity, if indemnity could be obtained by prudential means, 
always keeping im view this point that indemnity was alſo 2 
: _ to be governed by conſiderations of prudence and diſcre- 
If. therefore, we had no ground for ſuſpecting that 
over had any further means of acting b ae againſt us, 
or any of our allies, ve could not juſtify to ourſelves the con- 
tinuante of the war 1 ground: that France had de- 
elared wur againſt us. hen we hall put an end ue the age. 
on then was the time to put an end tothe war Wu 
NT reſpect to Holland, _ * muſt chierve, Aut 


— whether — By Bb fast from any attack 
rance? was eaſil . e ee 
n of intelligence. in this coun- 


— in that Houſe, 
try, knew the anſwer to . in ho affirmative—but whether in 
the [preſent ſtate of affairs the ture ſafety of our allies, the 
Dutch, was to be ſecured by our purſuing the war in conjunc- 
tion with the other combined powers? was a queſtion not caſily | 
anſwered in the fame way—how far, if this war Mas co 
by us, the general ſafety of Europe would be preſerved, was 2 
he did not wiſh to decide upon, becauſe it afforded, in his 
le to any man/who - 


had the leaſt regard for the principles ofs1 2 he mo 
ves; were at 


in ths place of that Holland, as well as ork 
| Moment 


1 
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Frande was there à man this WHIT this country Who ſerio 
hought that, with regard td Holland and to us, peace could n- 
made with France with perfect ſafet77/ꝛ 

No he came to the conſideratiom of the. general ſtate of 

Europe at this moment. We attacked France, becauſe dur 

allies were attacked by her and becauſe we ſa inthe charac- 

ter and ſpirit of her councils* view of her own iggrandizement,, 

— Was 4 irit, and were theſe views peculiar to France? 

Had we not felt the ſame ſpirit in other powers of Nee 

Had not all parties in that Houſe, all the people of this coùn- 


1 
2 
3 


try, concurred in deteſting the conduct of the preſent combined 
powers with, regard to Poland? Was not that ſcene ſufficiently 
infamous? Did it not exhibit ſufficient tyranny, oppreſſion, and 
breach of faith? Could we conceal from ' ourſelves the con 
uct of Ruſſia and of Pruſſia upon that ſubje&? Were we 
o partake. of the infamy of that tranſaction God forbid we 
ould. —Let us aſk ourſelves, with all the indignation we nas, 
urally had againſt the conduct of France on many points, 
rhether the court of Berlin and the court 'of Peterſburgh, i 
heir invaſion of Poland, and afterwards the partition of it, were 
ot equal in infamy to any os that France was ever guilty, 
pon this part of the ſubject he had ſome obſervations ta 
ake to ſome members of that Houſe, upon the alarm they ex 
reſſed, in the commencement of this ſeffion, at the progreſs of 
ne French What did theſe gentlemen now feel when, re. 
ecting on the conduct and oat wh ig of the Empreſs of 
uſſia and tlie King of Pruſſia? Was this matter of alarm ta. 
ny of theſe gentlemen? But it ſeemed that nothing was now to 
e alarming but French P ny ow Such were the horrid 
feds of fear on account of theſe prinkiples, that they had af- 
feed the Empreſs of Ruſſia and the King of Pruſſia, far theß 
had laid hold of Poland in the panic, He begged pardon, of the 
Houſe for introducing any thing lydicrous upon ſo grave a ſub- 
ect; but a ſtory which he rememhereq; appeared to him ſo appo - 
ſite, that he could not reſiſt the temptation of rociting it:? A 
rſon detected in the act ot taking a watch out of & pocket 
of another, being accuſed of it, ſaid in his defence that ſome- 
thing had alarmed him, and therefore he had laid hold af the 
hiſt thing” he could, which happened to be the gentleman's 
atch.”” If, in the preſent caſe, Poland was the fir thing theſe 
great powers, Ruſha and Pruſſia, could lay hold of, foch way - 
iQ of theſe royal alarms, ſuch the conduct of thele-rayal+ 
ie- ſtruck fovereigns, that in the ſpaſms of their fear they 
culd not quit their hold, and having each an equal right to re». 
tin what they had within their gripe, moſt-equitably agreed to 
vote, ooh. 


4 


N. 


* 


2 the general, proſperity of Europe' than 
ſuppoſing them to be under the condition they ſtocd in by the 
order of the Emperor Joſeph, was there a man in that Houſe of 


opinion, that our ſafety required the continuance of this deſtruc- 


As to Savoy, he ſhould ſay nothing by,way of comment upon 
the conduct of Great Britain; he believed that buſineſs had 
been commenced on the part of the F 2 4 | 
intended to be done by us, and certainly without any, encou- 
raging words from us to the paß br and therefore we 
were not involved in any point of honour on that account. He 
had indeed been told, but he had no means of arriving at real 
knowledge upon the ſubject, that application had been made to 
us at that time, and that an anſwer on that occaſion amounted 
to a flat negative. In ſhort, he wiſhed to aſk gentlemen who 
heard him, whether, from all the circumſtances put together 
relative to this war, at this moment might not peace * be ob- 
tained from France, even with the reſtitution of the King of 
Sardinia's dominions? But he ſhayld think it hard if this 
country was bound to inſiſt upon ſuch terms. It might be 
aſked. of him, whether, when we had ſpent millions in the proſe- 
cution of the preſent war, and conſidering the fituation we are 
in at the preſent moment, an the convulſion and diſtraction 
of the French make it im 2 they will be able to pro- 
ceed without deftruRtion—ſh we make peace? He would 
He did not think but that ſome, indemnity might even now 
be obtained from our arms in the Weſt Indies; but he called 
for peace as a matter of prudence. on our part, under all the 


circumſtances by which we were ſurroundedt. 


And here he came to the melancholy part of the argument; 
for although no views of commerce could juſtify the con- 
tinuance of any war after the aggreſſion that provoked it was at 
an end, yet views of commerce might haſten us to conclude a 
peace 2s ſoon as we had obtained the object for which — war 

* ; © began; 
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without any thing 
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n all caſes, wher ur honour was not at ſake, even al- 
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Peg 28 he muſt, | However eludtan 
ſitüation of this & 3 nature of reit 
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ſtate of our affairs: let us acknowledge, that a continuance of 


hull what 1n 
what has France in her power to 8 ? What has Europe 


A "3 ww wma Fs YyD 5 WY torkd we# 


alk every man, whether peace at this time is flot indiſpen = 

neceſſary for the ſafety of "thi country in a cn mercial po __ © 

view!—Let us aſk every man in the Kin Wehe 5 - - 
ar 


commilir&al dealings, are the account he rece eceives fr 

part of this kingdom does not call for à concluſion to th 

Let us aſk,gﬀery man poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt information upon 

be ſubject whather h#tveh heard of a war more deſtructive to 
e cotmmetce of the count Gur than the preſent? Let us ſee 
whether moſt every manufacturing town in the kingdom did 

not give tnelancholy proof of, the truth of theſe refleQtions. 

Wh the the town of Mancheſter, and others in its neighbour- 

hood ; 1 1 Wilthire, and all the Weſt, did not prove * 

me thing? Some indeed had imagined that the — 7 Norwich 

ad eſcap An: the miſchief, But he was perfectly ſure thit 

f his Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham), eee 
onnected with that city, ſhould take'an opportunity wr nem 

1 5 this fubje 


be would acknowledge the truth of thoſe 
ertions, N 1 he had reaſon to fear he would differ from the 
toncluſion Bel ould draw. Let us, however, look at the real 


ar may brin the reateſt calamities upon us. Let us not aſk 
25 . demnity we ought to have of F rance; s 


beſtow upon Great Britain that will e ual the ſhock hat 
e given to her commerce by continuing the preſent war 77 
new there were many who maintained, that the preſent war 

vas ot the cauſe of the preſent commercial embarraſſinen 222 
his country the did not agree with#®thoſe opinions. But 
ofing them to be right, he would thes ſay, that whatever eG 

he cauſe of our Gffres in Mat reſpect, we could not Took 
ith any rational hope of amending our condition without the 
dvantages of peace; and he wag ready to expreſs his F 
conviction that peace muſt be Had for our recovery. —=Takin | 
is for 3 5 — as he muſt, he would aſk, what it was that all 
Eugope could give te us by way of indemnity for our proceed- 
* in this war? What it that we dds now 
ighting for? For our religion? KY not attacked. For our 


was 


buffered It was perfectly ſecufe.— What, if France was 
iſtracted, was that of benefit th us? What if we made law to- 
aorrow for F. raneet——What 0 we exaCtedindemnity ? 2 
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1 1 e ma jorit 1 e preſent 2 yet . 
5 this LF wi tote curring with him in ex- 
feſſing an exrnell diſpoſition for th termination of the war, be- 


auſe A | 25 in opinion, that when the obje .of| the war 
8 


ve. 


could hay en obtained, the how's oF 7 ſhould at 
ſigod now in the way of peace f | d no alliagge with Auſ- 
ria upon this occaſion, nor any in * & wit the 6 Ying of 
Pruſſia. Vith reſpect to Ho land, an en ce 


uſt be zcceptable to them. But we N with the 
Fpret of of Ruſſia; in that alliance there was an article he was 
ſorry to ſee. We bad an engagement not to lay down a by 
by. mutual conſent; that alarmed him, , foot we mi ht be 
called v to ſupport the principles of t Court of Pe 
in the 1 Bd of the war. Principles in themſelves at 1 
> pls we dangerous, but alarmingly fo at this time, becaufe we 


| might be compelled to purſue the War until the objections of the | 
m 


88. Wy all removed. With reſpect torthe treaty with the 
| Ding of Sardiniaz that was more direct and pofigive ; but he 
Hor d ſay no more upon theſe topics at this time, becauſe that 
ouſe had not yet adopted them. | 
Another point remamed. He khew the difficulty which had 
heen often ſtarted with reſpect to peace. Upon this'a queſ- 
tian had been aſked whether we were to treat with France in 
its preſent ſtate? To which he anſwered—yes. With him, or 
. them, be he or they what they will, * u ought, and vg 
the government in 
15 he was ſure of this. "if the contrary be true—if Fr re 
to be at peace only, oma plan of our own, as to a form of 


| Sem n, we muſt be at way with them until w# beat them; 
We ſhould in that caſe tight with them 0 they had a govern- 

ment—yntil 8 ſhould come to a lega y eſtabliſhed gore 
ment Good God ! What was there in 7 eir proceedings that 


made us look for an eſtabliſhed government among them ? What 
reaſon bad we to expect that event to take place ?—when and 


bo were we to enforce 11 them ſuffer the penalties of 
their own mute ct them ſuffer the miſefies ariſing from their 


own confuſion Wh Loy. were the people of England to ſuffer be- 
r 


cauſe the people of France were unjuſt? Why was every wan 
in England to be a ſufferer, becauſe the R of France were 
in contuſion, and that too when France 


uß, A and when we could . peace with 12 to — | 
5 Ps, 


ad no power to annoy 


terminaj 
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nd to our alles? If we were determined to ſay, we ſhould not 
make peace with the French until they have a form of 2 
ment which we ſhall approve, that would amount to Ying, 
we would dictate to them a form of government ; and if | 
been avowed at 59 beginning to that Houſe, he was —— 
e not have ed the wa at all; and akhoug h it was 
his Majeſty's undoubted wy 4 aun * = own 
will Houſe would hire uſed to pledge 
Ser g it on. If he was _—— ern 
FRE of peace ſome time ago p He would anſwer 
Le Brun. All i thoſe who had ſupported this war, had . L 
peed that peace, if it could be obtained, was a deſirably object; 
all that had been ſaid or done by che Nati iopal 'Conven- 
Fon, oy thing that had been ſaid or done in che. Caen Paris, 
ted this; it had ever been the opinion of 
t a peace with this country was the moſt deſirable 4 F 
jects for them to obtain. He owned, for hi „he ſaid, the 
weißt of this country being at peace with the French, and all 
he rg wal ” England would ſee it in the fame light very ſoon, 
4. 5 to ſay * would pay the follics of the 
— W e ee , that to be at peace with a | 
xople, we muſt be pleaſed A firſt with the form-of their 
ment. He knew it was not wiſe to treat in general with: thoſe 
whoſe power was unſettled. This applied to treaties of alliance 
ith much force; but when peace was the object, this doQtrine 
as not to govern, as otherwiſe we might Be at war for ever, 
He felt a conſiderable deference to others in ſpeaking on parts 
of this ſubject now, From what he had ſeen ſome time ago, he 
wy there was a cry in that Houſe for our entering into this - 
; but he thought now, that if ever there was riog when, * 
1 man ſpoke the opinion of every man in this 2 upon any 
ſubject, it was now, that he ſaid ꝓeace was an object of the A 
"off all poſſible deſires. He muſt ſay, that every n+ of . 
ſhould now be taken to put an end to this ruinous war; and that - ©. 
the deſire on the part of the public to bring this to an immediate 
of. 8 was almoſt the univerſal deſire gf*the people of this 
— Whether it was the opinion of that Honſe or not, he 
00 147 not tell; but he believed, that his opinion upon this occa- 
fon was almoſt, without exception, the opinion of the —— 
He did not advance this upon ſlight 7 he bad ve in- 
formation for what he faid, and he oped it would be to 


gone abroad; how true it was, Is MS He 
e to determine, becauſe he had no means of accurate infor-- 
ation; but certainly a report prevailed, and he knew there 
many who thooglic that ſome of the molt elſitientminif- 
ters 


re fot 
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_ , «ters of the Crown were friends to peace, who felt the diſtreſs of 
Fee and the abſurdity of continuing the war; and ſince 
e had Conſidered of making the motion With Which he ſhoylq 
Have the honour of Wr Fog! addreſs to the Honſe, ſome 
1 agen told him, that He was ſtrengthened 10 his opinion upon 
his war by ſome perſons high in his Majeſty's council: be that 
as it may, he did not ſay he withed for the ſanCtion, of this or of 
Phat man; he wiſhed that whoever favoured it be, emboldened 
ts perſiſt, and then he truſted the Crown would be adviſed in the 
Cabinet, ſo as to put an end to this war; if it Mould be ſo, it 
 _ . would give him the moſt heartfelt ſatisfaction.— He knew that 
Mg © the opigions of many in that Houſe might be an argument for 
| changing the opinions of ſome of the, members of the Cabinet, 
He therefore Hope it poſſible, that by diligence, his object 
might be gained. He confeffed freely that his heart ſighed for 
peace, and his Judgment ſaw the policy of it ſo ſtrongly, that if 
there was any off of the, council of the King who wiſhed for it, 
whatever ſituation that perſon held, and if- he faid he thought the 
continuance of this war dangerous, and wiſhed'to put an end to 
it, ſuch perſongfor ſu purpoſe ſhould have his ſupport, and 
he was in hopes that the motion he ſhould make to-night would 
hen that opinion. He vas the more inclined to think that 
would be the effeQ of it, from experience of the paſt, than he 
was diſpoſed to indulge in pleaſing conjecture. We all remem- 
bered the: American war—from that war, during a long period 
before the terminatioh of it, ther was great reaſon to believe, 
indeed there was no room to doubt it, t at not only the Houſe 
of Commons and the people of this country, but alfo many of 
_ the efficient miniſters of the Crown, wiſhed to put an end to it, 


Whether that was the caſe as to the latter part in the preſent caſe 
due could not tell—But this he would ſay, that whenever any mi- 


niſter ſhould, ſtand forth, and, regardleſs of the impreſſion he 
ſould make upon the party on Whole favour he might princi- | 
pally depend, and avoy his ſentiments upon this ſubje&, let it be 
the Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him (Mr. Pitt), he 
mould be glad tojjoin with him upon that ſubject, and give all 
the aid in fis wer. The American wir was an awful example 

to the people « this country, and he boped we were not doomed 
to endure another ſuch calamity. He muſt once more call upon the 
members of that Houſe to ęxerłiſe their own judgment, and to 
look at the ſmall poſſihle atlvantage to be gained, if we purſue, 
and the almoſt inevitable ruin of the purſuit of this war, and 
then act with courage, and put an end to this dangerous career of 
hazard and of folly : he hoped and truſted they would ſo act, and 

if they did, he was confident he ſhould give conſolation' to them 

| by the meaſure he was now going to ſuggeſt. Ys 


of ** | 1,4 30. £83Þ 
He then, moved, 1 42 
a | « That an humble Jar be FOE to his Mi Je, & to lay 


ommons on t preſent awful and 2 T a duty 

which they. feel e the more eſſ pecia 9 upon to 

rform at this juncture, as a, long and cc | 

bably elapſe be ore his Majeſty can again have an FEE 
c lefting, through their K the real ſentiments 

iſhes his people, 1 
In the name of the people of En ngland, his Majeſty's Sith: 
| Commons are bound to declare, that they concurred in t 


3 wi neceſſary to carry on the preſent — 8 for the ws 

; cence and ſecurity, and for thoſe objects only. 47 
0 That any plan of aggrandizement,. founded on the preſent 
f ſtreſſec ſituation of France, much leſs any purpoſe of bike 


ing among the French people any particular form of goYernmetite 
ver would have had their coneurrence or 4 
1 expreſing, theſe their ſentiments a een on enter 


, into the preſent war, his Maj . Ar | ul, Commons are 
f ſenſible that they are only repeating til nevolent dec 

ions which policy, and a careful attention 5 the Foal ah hy | 
i of the Britiſh nation, induced his Majeſty to uſe 1 pas 
i cibus ſpeech from the throne, at the beginning of the e W. 


fon of Parliament, and in repeated meſſages to this Houſe. 
« To repreſent to his Majeſty, that though his faithful Com- 
mons have. the moſt, perfect reliance on his Majeſty's ſacred word 
aud promiſe, folendly pledged to this country and to Europe, 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of France, or to enter into 
the views and projects of other powers, who, in the preſent ar, 
may be aCtuated-by motives far different from thoſe which govern, 
he-condyCt of his Majeſty ; yet they feel it to be their_indiſ-. 
penſable duty to call his Mage g moſt ſerious attention to ſome 
the circumſtances which have occurred lance the commencement. 
of the preſent unfortunate conteſt. 

„The Frefich arms, which after a 1 invaſion of 955 
hint, had threatened the ſecurity of his Majeſty's allies the States 


d are now öccupied in defence of their frontier towns So, 
united forces of his Majeſty and his allies. , The S ap” 


to | 
prehended from the former conqueſts and aggrandizem 
4 Ftench r appears ee to be no longer a a Ac 1 
of meaſineſs and alarm. 5 . 
10 * Some of y the powers engaged in the confederacy 5 api 
op Fall, 


France have, on the other h xenly avowed, 1 
cuted plans of domination an conqueſt, not le 
the * liberties of Europe. he rapacious wy Fake 

; 3 


* 
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fote his Majeſty the humble, repreſentations of Tos Githfol 
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neral, have ſince been confined, within their own territory, 
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; 5 0 Gare ment, of the unhapp kingdo "of P without 
| proc ced, 26 far as. it doe ngdon of Flag, vide q 


15 france fro: hi Ma ry, has Ng Jian His LED 
Hithful Commons the 1 87. pration-a a5 6 5 Outrage 
'on the ri phts - ol inde pen ent nations, and A 


indi | 
it olicity 
J Teſcue Cc: 'honour ofthe Britith, e fos bran 155 ce 
ot "hav 8, concutred' OF a quieſced ih meafutes (6 odivus 1 in their 
'Þ Inciple, and fo dang an their example t to che ea. and hap. 
Fuel of m nankind. ** ah a PATE 
The fevers Alamities which ſinde che comimefter ment of the 
. preſent war this nation has already experienced, =the't ſhock given 
k | comm xercial credit, and the alarmi conleq aj 'whic [tha 
12 of the mergat tle and wants ee intere ; threaten to 
thi public ents, and to the 8 cpeſſte ie countty, 
cannot hav a 70 Attract B $ Aeg pr Excite 
iin his roar mind a ſiflcere e ts to relieve his fubjeCts from 
vn they, caniiot- TIE for 4 termination hut in the 
ime of pra KO rn rtf 
J faithiu Comoioas'mike' it, therefore, 
neſt ea ei requeſt, that His Majetty; takin 
all on aboye Circy an ek will not fall to em- 
peace on ſuch terms ax 


nt with IR profe s of the may. and with 

uth, ſtrict Ts” 7 beral and enli rhtened | bo- 

, 85 h Bare hitherto hb beck > Aſi uiſhed the WY 
ation.”* *© { | 4 le: Wb Of 

25 HUSSEY ficobdht the motion, ibis 


Mr. WINDHAM fad, that his Right i Wester Friend 
. Fox) in ſupport. of the motion for an addreſs to his Majelty, 
hich he had now brought forward, had affur med Lia A id down 
5 5 the objects were which had been held FE and avowed, as 
the preciſe objects of the preſent War; Wich objects he bad 
ſtated to be now attainable by negociatian, f if not alread attained. 
5 far as the declared objects of the war regarde Holland and 
Flanders, he had no great Tault to fed with be Arnefs of his 
Right Honourable Friend's ſtatement; but, with reſpect to the 
alleged difavowal of any interference as to the internal govern- 
ment of France, there appeared to him a manifeſt error, br at 
leaſt a- want of ſufficient preciſion in that ſtatement: . He Was 
ready to admit that there had been a diſavowal of: any intention on 
our part to interfere for the purpoſe of RS in France 
any particular form of government, whether moharchical, demo- 
ons or deſpotic ;—but he conceived it to have been an ayowed 
| ſe of the war,.to endeavour to bring about the eſtabliſhment 
be uch a government i in that country: as We might. With ſafety 
treat with ve were to proſecute the War tilt We could 
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peace with ne we FRY learn, 
principle in reaſon, or any rule or example in practice, by wh 
z country could be called upon, at the beginning of a wer, de 
ſtate renn 
the preciſe ftuation in which it ought to deſaſt from that war; to 
lo r 2 frequorly 
lepend, in ou: of prudence and Al Riel in that — 
rc tingencies du ing the war. 3 Fri 
however, * wal aſſumed this, as a Sono ei jr iple;/ having 
hen aſſumed what were the avowed objects the proſent; war! 

d bar alſo aſſumed that theſe objects are- attainable — 

| all theſe aſſumptions grounded this concluſign,,.t | 
re now only at war for indemnification; but; denying as: 
ie premiſes, he could not poſſibly join in e 
is, or in any other war, he was ready to admit, that the Hate 
f the country was undoubtedly one conſideratian, and ou 
every thing regarding it, to make part of but 
he could by no means in the opinion, tat the preſent 
tat = this country, with reſpect to commercial credit icu · 
ws „ had been occaſioned by the war; he certainly. thought is 
a jen) rom cue line om the war He next 

did his Right Honourable Friend make qut his poſition, 


2 objects of the war are now attainable by negociation/? 
were that indeed once admitted, no doubt could remain upon the 


AE 


ſubje&t ; he muſt; however, deny, that the objects of the War 


can, in any ſhape, be ſaid to be attained; for. without ſecurity | 
they cannot poſſibly be attained ;—being engaged in wat, the 
object of this country muſt neceſſarily be, not merely to re- 
cover Holland, not merely to reſcue rs, but alſo to guard 
them againſt ſimilar dangers in future.— His Right Honourable 
Friend had ſpoken of alarms with ſome degree of ridicule; in 
= mind there was a degree of confidence equally dangerous, -if 
t much more ſo.—Differing, therefore, as he did in many. 
reſpets from his Right Honourable: Friend, both as to the mi. 
iF that is now in he world, and as to the danger of its pred 
ing over the world, it was impoſſible for him to agree, that the 
ſent diſtracted ſtate of France furniſhed any ſecurity on which. 
is country. either could or ought to place reliance. . ” With re- 
ect to what had been ſaid of clamours for peace, rhaps ſame. 
perſons might be ready to join in ſuch clamours, whoſe real ob- 
were very different their pretence, and who were by 
means friendly to the conſtitution of this country: but be 
ir motives What they may, he did not like to be appealing to 
ple illiterate perſons in great queſtions of ſtate; not from an 
want of conſideration with reſpect to ſuch perſons, but becauſe. 
y are really incapable of forming a juſt opinion upon ſuch, 
eſtions, which are queſtions 7 particularly with 
Vol. III. 1 o | ___ regard. 
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reſſen : thus ought·to-hade n weight n deciding as to the me- 
rits-of the way;—Nor are ſuchiperſons liable to ſufftr only from 
che ec of wit;uimnunafacturers ſor inſtance; are liable to be 
crown dut of emphyment by the caprice of faſion. Beſides, 
den perſons woukd prefer their on immediate interoſt to the fu- 
tut good either ef this country-or\of the! world. Mr. Wind. 
Fam ſaid} thre ugainſt ſuek impreſſions he hoped/ that Houſe 
would be-puarded, and that they would act upon large views, for 
the intereſt of this country; and vf the reſt of Europe 2. for hit 
part; feeling Mist we have no, a we had before, every thing at 
ſtake, that ſo far from being unfurerſsful in the proſecution of 
the war, we hade hitherto been proſperous, und that thoſe de. 
predations with which our trade was at firſt threatened, have paſſed 
away feeling lv the difficulty of 9233 of 
powers ſuſſicienti te attain the ſegurity aimed at; and the almoſt 
impoſſibillty of again forming ſuch combination if once diffolved; 
he muſt cenfider am attempt on our part to make peace, under 
the preſent eircumſtanees, as next to madneſs. Were he indeed 
to eon jectute hat muſt be the with of thoſe wh not only ap- 
preve French principles, but-with: to ſee them introduced into | 
this country; he would ſuppoſe it to be: that this vory motion 
ſhould-be adopted which had been now brought forward by his 
Right Honourable Friend !—He had not certainly a doubt of the 
purity of his motives, but he was ſure that nothing could have 
led his Right Honourable Friend to make ſuch a motion, dexcept 
2 talks from him in opinion as to the great poimts upon 
which this queſtion appeared to him to turn. Hr beggeil how- 
evet to warn the Houſe againſt allowing themſelves to bo ſor far led 
away, from a'defire for peace, as to diſſolve the preſent cunſede- 
facy till it has fully attained the great objects fot which: it was 
formed. Witti 1 23104433 re! (21200 1 i . 
Mr. JEKY LL faid,. that with all his reſpect ſor the aur 
of expreſſion of the Right Honourable Gentleman — 
ſat don, he confeſſed himſelf perſectiy aſtoniſhed . td hear him 
call the making peace an act of inſanity: The Right Honour- 
able Gentleman had afked; Who the perſons were who were da» 
morous for peace? Lo this he would anſwer; that they are thote 
very perſons, who, fre months ago, were — ends for 
war, and who now feeling its calamitous effectenihnd finding the 
only proper objects of it attained, are beeome no Teſpdefuons of 
obtaining peace. He was much aſtonifhet> alſo; Hint the Rizht 
Hanourable Gentleman ſhould have faid; thatethe dbject of the 
war could not be defined at its commencement. Were:they nat, 
he would aſk, ſecurity arid indemmiy ? Should the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman deny this, inſtead of moving for the reward 
„nf uo, [26717 Oar 8 0 #09. 2401.09 {2p 
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— — this country were facuity und 2 
were the views f. aſꝭ thoſe With w 
. — carrying on the preſent war. 
nion, the motion of his Right — 
A TE engt o "ap 114; * 71 b 8 
u defirous, on ſo great an 
pive — though he bhoped not a pertinacious a 
ivate opinion. He conceived it to involve æ queſtion. whi 
would decile for: ever out connexions: with: the, Continent; 
que ſtion whether we ſhould male war- with all the — 
Europe, in order to malte peace with Franeg. That Houſe was 
alled. upon to ſend up an addreſs to the throne, containing amolh | 
itter in vodtive againſt three great powers of Eurdpe :; and what 
65 — conſequence? Did we! mean to provoke them 
haut an object? If ſo, it was an idle invective, without 
eanige He would not enter into the buſineſs of Poland, 
> had. certainly formed his own opinion upon it; but be 
þ — "Go that it was-'a-womani/b - proceeding, at / beſt; to, rails 
without Sing more: and if we do more, we are 4 0 with 
He: muſt ſu | however, that the Right Ho- 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox), whom he would ſuſſ of auy 
bi —— m, does reall ta tare: 
. 1 in order to reſtore Poland. On this ſubject of Poland; 
ateyer were his ſentiments, be would think it eee hold his 
gert ſor was it poſſible for Great Britain to go to war With 
luſtria, Ruſſia, _ Pruſſia, with all the great powers of Ku- 
pe, with no + 4 but France —and what government was 
in France with which we could form an alliance Ile re- 
mbered in hiſtory, when Charles KIlth diſpoſed of that coun- 


:7 (Poland) and gave it another King ;—did Wwe on that, 


on other 2 call un France: to aſſiſt us 
cen Poland No. France, Indoed, would have been 
cicntly deſuous of aſſiſting us. but Great Britain-and-France 
ould not then attempt it; the ſituation of Poland rendered 
y ſuch. aitempt impracticable; for with reſpect to us. it may 

e, in ſact, ſconſidered as a country in che moon. ut what 
4 the: line of conduct we are now deſired to follow: with re- 
ect to thoſe powers with Pom we have hitherto acted in 
| P 2 this - 


we" — — 
3 —— . 
* = — ———— — — — — — . — 
gy a le ——]— K —— 
” o 
* 


r — 


te: PARDOIAMENTARY : en | 
te 6 Shafl we begim . te dofert them wk 
being dalled upon to attack ? Shall we totally —— 

hrs. {ard how dey had fought for us in of Hol. 
EE had'fo greatianintereſt ?/ The danger which 
Nened' Holland was formidable-indeed; when attacked 


85205 Durhourier, no mean man whom be was rather glad to | 
es as u gueſt here in London. Of bim and his 100% 00 Hang 


Culitii the Auſtiians had cleared Holland; and in doing fo 


Bad ſhed torrents of their blood. Shall we then now ſay, that 


wwe are tired of the war, at the very inſtant when we have got 2 
plan of hops nd deforo ee have taken any one fortreſs ?-: For 
party he reprobated ſuch ſfiameful But vrhen we 
mall have excomrmimicated ourſelves from: the while band of 
European fovereigns, in order to treat with France, we: can have 
no ſecurity whatever for the performance of —— on their 
part; which can be Cual even to the conſtancy or yoof | 
4 gs did not deny — of the fove- 
of Burbpe; but the ion, in his opinion, came 
tot Which was that, power whoſe ambition was moſt likel 
to preſs vn Stent Britain? The pertition of Poland might yo! 
fibly de made ſo as not to deſtroy,” or even to affect in any great 
degree, the balanee of power in Europe. The King of Prufia 

Had indeed taken Dantzick, and he was ſorry 1 for — 
taken the lives or the p of any individuals? He hoped 
it would not be conceived that he approved of this; but he muſt 
conſider the diſſerent conduct ch France, and oppoſe to it the de- 
teſtable principles of their infamous decree of the : 5tir of De- 
cember. He had not heard that, either in Poland or in Dantzick; 
——ä—ͤ—) — — living, or that an man had loſt 
His life or property. The beginning of a war mu $ be the 
1 part; and yet, after having incurred all thit enor- 
mous expenee, we are now called upon to put an end to the war, 
before it has been poſſible to derive any fruits from it. On two 
former occaſions, the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) 
had cenfured, chr re res the conduct of the Right Hon. 
the Chancellor of the Ex in making armmments,  with- | 


out doing any chi more: 3 


a third time ?-'F Righe Honourable Gentieman dad ſaid, 
— if we wait till there be a ſettled goteimment in France, 
wait for! ever. Zut in direct cotſtradiction to; this; the 

Ri he” Jonourable Gentleman himſelf has all al —— 
ropoſition, that anarchy cannot daſt long while: 


| fal reigns for a conſiderable length of time. W. — 
| deed, ouddivve titer at profit? With M. Le Brun he is in 
priſon, him we have fat, that ls one will. he. dato 

from priſon, tlie firſt of Hbery Rler Al ve treat with M; 


Egalite,! who the-other day. promiſed himſelf 19-be.Licuninait 
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of the ron of-i France ꝰ or with Roland? Roland ig 
— but Mrs. Roland was ſuid to act as Miniſter, and he 


** 


— 
idols: could not tell; and herdid: not know if our Ambaſſador 


-ukorious; might not be jealous? Cauid he give a 
. — to Abroad — he was afraid ſuch recom- 
nendation would not be attended to. In fact. chere exiſted in 
ranceʒ at / preſent, a ſtate of anarchy with which it was impoſ- 


nion and virtue, was - wy —— what appeared to be his 
ments, as to treaties, of the diplomatic com- 
mittee, at the head of which he was? +” Jin ches Far ar 
er for examination, whether a free people can or o ht to bind 
hemſelves by treaties, &c. But it is aſked, - i we wi continue 
ir till this ſtate of F is over On this ſubject one 
phiſm appeared to him to run through the whole train 
gument as to — e e e TD 
d really made war upon us; and now, were we to relax in our 
-ndeavgurs, what ſecurity could we receive, that the war would 
ot be again commenced? He muſt require for this much better 


ory France was- equally diſorganiſed as ſhe is at pre- 
ent; yet, though deſtroyed and uſeleſs as to any good purpoſe, 
ill her malignity was formidable. As to what has been inſiſted 
8 *.— about impoſing a government on France, it is impoſ- 
1 vernment can be impoſed upon any country, unleſs 
| — an aptitude to receive it. 2 the illuſions 
at — g⁰ — is this, that we cannot juſtl „ newiees 
the internal government of a foreign country. The truth 
vas, that, in this reſpect, the juſt rule for the conduct of nations 
as much the ſame as that which was applicable to private fami- 
ies. One family had certainly no right to interfere! with the go- 
ernment of another family; but if a perſon ſhould beat, abule, 
r endanger the lives of his wife, children, or ſervants, his 
eighbour would not only have a right to interfere, hut might 
break forcibly i into the 2 and inſiſt upon putting matters 
inder a proper regulation, ſo as to prevent the like in future. In 
ſupport of —— as applicable to nations, Mr. Burke 
quoted a from Vatel, and inſiſted that when a nation put 
| cif inen che ſituation ſtated by Vatel, as a maleficent nation, and 
ndeavouring to · ſoree its ſyſtem into other countries, that was a 
ſe of war- of all others, perhaps, the moſt juſt. This he 


ountry, and ſaid, that, if neceſſary, he hoped he ſhould die in his 
dot, n Oppofition — Was it honour- 

ab „ 

1 58 


bee, ee eee 0 


- 
. 
—_— en =» — 


priſon t hether along w ith her huſband or ſeparate from ä 
-oul bags or if /he-did, hether her huſband, be- 
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ble to treat. As 10 Briſſot, he, poor man, with all his mode 
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Ao. * could give. The day that Dumourier en- 


maintained to be the Gtuation of France with reſpect to this 
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Right. Hon rah! emant who had juſt ſut dom had-fo pre- 
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been endeavoured to maintain om The motion, in whatever 
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en one place, or done an thi ng whatever ? 
== b ok on rei ee either | 
vt tha Wes Rad made Wa atcull, hem it had 
wp 2 Would ie become us to ſend-arAmbaſl.. 
ik ok eee to rugieides the er f Great 
Bfitait Ups x the whole, the motion hach this molt decided ne. 


one; Ne. 4  SVSPTS: 8 10 Ae 9113 Zn this J91 i n 17 


Th: cane nef che EXCHEOUER ſuid, the 


occupied and 4 —— eff} grounds of argument againſt 
the ee! at fr Feen or him to — 
at much lei ee | Ahe Wy magerer fornathing baute tente mo- 
tion itſelf,” and f the mode of introdueing it, which he could 
not fiffer 10 pal Weheut noties. It was avowedly: introduced 
for the patpoſe df ng che opinion of the Night Honour- 
le Gentleman,” who'made'it at a time when dif in Par- 
liament were ſüppoſed te be nearly at an end for the ſeſſion, and 

n on che minds of the people during jhe 


of bing A operate 
. 08 ſuch un occiſion, and on ſuch a ſubject, be fold 


be ſorry to leave hit o- opinion'equivocal; more eſpecially uſter 
the doctrines that had been held, and the terms on wliicli it had 


point of view CH ſidered, was moſt ĩimpolitie and prepoſterous 
politic, as the effect of it adopted would be, to perfuade thoſe 
with hom we were to negociate for peace chat we were unable 


to continue the war: prepoſterous, as it went to renounce the 


objects for which we went to war at the very time uhen we had 


incurred much'of the expence, and had a well founded proſpect 


of obtaining them. Te ri chat a nation engaged in à war to 


reſiſt an uwe agg to eonclude à peace when- 


ever the e ſiſt from that — but 


without obtaining reparation Sw the paſt; or ſecurity: for:ithe:fu-: 


| Rad involved us — ave femained 
| againſt Abet ine Wight in fututt attempt Aꝑninſt _— 


rere, was Corttrar) te all the principles by which eren war, 
merely deftnſive in the common acceptation of the word, as 


conducted. It tendeq to abuſe and delude the people, by holding 


out to them the hope of peace, when peace could not be had on 


| tertns that Were admiſſible; to increaſe diſſatisfaction here it 


iſted' before, * to create it where it did not. Theterms of 
peace propofed vr'expetedby the Right Honourable:Gentleman 
were; that France Thouldrehnquiſh — Weick as yet/ 
Rowevet: ſhe had ſhewn no inclination to do, uchile Her diſorgs- 
Zing arid defirugtive (yſtem e e and agg reſſion wich 
full forte and withontz 


atly indem fication for what he had: done} aj 
9 e 


terte! He'begged leave o emer his moſt ſolemn proteſti u Haid 


dot deny but that a n — be reduced to a ſituation r 
wou 
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puniſhment for the jury that, had been, offerg 


* 'as It chaethe Right Honourable Gentleman 1 
politics of any cabinet in Which he might take 
thus that the politics of the Britiſh-nation, 
thoſe days td which Hv ſo; fond of een e 
example of future innen“ -If. ſuch, was Reit 
maxims af policy the — 
rules which had ene 42% a.diftercy | 
to be adopted with reſpect ENT! Wei 
of uneſampled ſucceſs: te promiſe that we wot 
than what the heavieſt; and moſt F vat. 
compel us 0 acept? The Right t d 
fc rmerly: admitted / -that reparation was ANNAN 
mand for am unjuſt and unprovoked aggreſſion. ow. he hel 
at. for- the enemy to. deſaſt, — — 2 Was, 7 855 
vithout any reparation whatſoever:. Even ip we had gone. to 
ar for a diſtinct and definite object, provided. that gbject. was a 
juſt one; we had a 1 right to indemnity; tor being: 9blge 
var to:obtain. that whi ought to, have been .canced; 
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vithout it. But here an injury had been xeceaved j that. inj 
pllowed by a, declaration of war, and we were to loo not IF 
0 indemnity, but ſecurity. „ih jot nein nig do zune. 
What was the itate of chis country before xn he oem 
of the, war? We contended that a Pen b 100 55 
n ally of ours; We contended that the French were purfi 
pſiem: of aggtandizement,: inconüiſtent with the peace, 
aer, and: the liberties of Europe; and, mae important this. 
both, that they were threatening in their ow . gt 
plottin — ffected perſons in ours, the. ſubyer 
f hole rame; and wrt per government. 
che Houſr of Commons repreſ an pas 
o deep. Ad; dangerous , nature, that: wpulcis. 
wen iti muſt be compelled eee 


Honourable Gentleman: a e The, breed, 

rapes the — e ah mes 
ults, war againſt us. If 4þis Waka a 

las, aii n * Wes 2d tn u 7 - 1608 v7 
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- + Tumftances in which we ſhould think proper to treat. He had 
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e e caſe, Aa {eames every algae heard him 


F of the 
— af 
Qs were itil 
ES de caſes 


of what we 
0 man who — on de „ +4 i 


Ke 1 N upon us; but neither fro not . 
11 1 us to do that of 7 7 which we might be obliged to 


> to as, a calamiry. did not maj gtain that we were to 

ft in an impolitic war, merely be i 3 on our 
per but in the preſent war the poliey an right were the 
ve — of f dk. belligerent 


fame; and on g view. of the 
powers, he would ik if we riss more by proſecuting the war 
till we obtained that ulterior ſecurity for which he gon 
or by concluding an uncertain peace without it? The Wa! 
Tale to his Maie „that, rather than abandon the objects i 
diſpute, they wou eo? Wai 
becauſe they thou he that war was no calamity ? G 
| becauſe they ou it a calamity leſs to be dreaded than the 
ultimate evils, which abandoning thoſe objects muſt inevitably 
bring on all that was moſt valuable and moſt dear to us? What 
| had kent to induce a change of opinion? Had the war been 
more calamitous than was expected? Had thoſe evils which 
were foreſeen been accumulated beyond the height at which 
they were calculated? He would not take them on the in- 
| famed ſtatement of the 2 Honourable Gentleman ; but he 
would-aſk thoſe who were diſpoſed to view them with lefs pre- 
judice, and to eſtimate them with more candour, whether the 
evils inſeparable from war had come up to the predictions of 
ſome, or the fears of others; and whether the expectations of 
the moſt ſanguing had not been ſurpaſſed by the brilli ant, be 
had almoſt ſaid the miraculous ſucceſſes of the campaign 
| any thin ther happened to induce the Houſe to Nen ye 
Majeſty that they thought the ſyſtem changed f would be 
| waſte * weren to attempt proving that there had Hot, But it 
was ſaid, define what reparation you demand, ſtate what ſecurity 
you wiſh to obtain; theſe muſt depend on the time and the cir- 


formerly ſaid, that he did not-confider any form of government, 
which e French might attempt to eſtabliſh, as: a cauſe of War. 
He aid 'S il. But chere was — in what he had faid; 

WE ; * 


"a 5 * 


\” nathing in any communicition kom the tb fone, by Vieh be 

Soft] 1 5 fecluded Froſt adviting 91 proba to; ' 
terfere in the internal governntent of Franes if zn 9ppoytunut 
Thould 515 of converting that intetference' into, '2.meats of 0 
tainiy legitimate object of the war. He now faid alſo, that 
if, 0 any dent in the internal government "of France, 

{ old ſee a proſpect of concluding an honolitable and advan- 
geil: peace,” he. wold not decline it; BAY WHILE the fie 
als 5 7 that had lately diſtracted and almoſt ruined: that coun- 
fled, it was a queſtion of much difficulty” whether or 
'E at roſpect could preſent itſelf.” Yet, even if that ſhould 
4 Ls degrees of 3 of which prüdence, directed by 


eral view of the zime and'the circumſtances, miſt 3 Ju 
ile thoſe 75 remained in full force, which were the 
 efbient cauſe of al evil which Europe now fuffered; while 


chy and miſery inherent | in the 


| they continued to aifuſe the 
a 0 man, be cou only ſtate that 


(pretended ſyſtein of the righ 
there were three things to y he looked forward, : . afford 


of ſuch a peace” as Would fatty him t tho 


Thould ceaſe to exiſl in France at 1 they conti 


eo wit, the French i6uld" be 
led upon; or, that they THOU be ſo 1 1 8955 


pint of power as to be diſabled from ” tin upon them tot 
{quiet of injury, of the reſt of Europe. Wer one or th 
1 ele events, 85 peace we” ight conclude with them Would 

at 0 only an ? an arthed and uncertain truce, without the hope of re- 


en ſtoring that fortunate; concurrence of cireumſtances, which v 
4 near put ing us in poſſeſſon of a ſober ſecurity.— If we though 
l that the period of negociation was arrived, ſuck a motion as wit 


h ow ts would be unfit to be adopted, for it tended to 
: cour, ge our Allies, to Wiflead our own ſubjects, and 70 BS; ob 
correſpondence which” deſerved not the dine of a! 
If it 5 5 aſked why he would not negotiate” with 
of men in / power; : His Sith was, that his objectibn was not +: 
1 to the” men, not” *becauſe nie would not Js gtiate with M. 
, but becauſe there was no ſtability in the gowltmment, or rather 
his E, anatehy of the day; e he knew 


Ul. 


43 r the fu nt tobt Erro 'of * the |!) latio 

” cauſe he H have no ſecuff y in the got 0 200 f Magna 
h whoſe fitnatrons had n pertflanetice ee the 1 6IEN 8 
14 the nation, becaüſe "there to mk 


N This Obfection the Right Honourable Ger aan himfeff 
1. cen sud Ntated; as he epected, för the pu A 


* 


4 17 liſtenedg for ide unf wer, bit ite "Tt cotivedtio 
vs which. pretended to go * was Over-ruled be the Wb: of Paris, 
Vor, III. * AC ? the 


vinced that k they are 
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aſtoniſhed and ſhocked. at one event, the next mail would teach 


former friend Egalits in his dungeon at Marſcilles, he ſho 
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up their conqueſts, as the ; © qua, peagh what faith. mate ſo- 


es: He had watched the ee our — with 


them, proved tha, 
9 The interruption of our trade w 


the . exhibited nothing but a moving g picture of one violent 
party, driven out by an ll mass more violent. If we were 


us that we had been: too eaſily moved, by the relation of another 
more aſtoniſhing and more ſhocking, ut if what had been often 
ſaid of the decline of mankind from age to age had been realized 
in France in one generation; every ſet of men, however deteſt· 
able, was ſucceeded; by another more deteſtable than thei a 
If he were to hear that Marat had been ſent to a ar 


pect ſomething worſe than Marat to appear in his place. * 
Under theſe circumſtances, he ſaw not who could ple the 
faith of France in any 14. ra wage If the French were to give 


lemn cauld they pledge andy them to the gua; 
rantee of the excluſive 3 | 12 eldt to the Duich? 
What more — go they and it pledge their 

to obtain the neutrality 


2 f Holland. — . — a, hen: 
the intereſts of the n 0 


unit 


the moſt laborious attention. He had ſeen and deplored them. 
But to conſider em as a cauſe of deſpondency in the ultimate 
ſucceſs of the war, was what neither their nature nor their en- 
tent: would Juſtify „The means ſucceſsfully applied to relieve 


y were in — —ę—z and ll 


war that exiſted in Europe before we took a 

"oy hich he inferred that the- danger was leſs from 
om that deſtroying np. poi which had diſturbed all = 

and threatened; as every thing elſe, our 

e it. Any meaſure then, that did not 

— a from this ſcourge, - Cone the foundation of ur 


wits * our "OY Ws oe: 
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| Having thus his reafons for oppoſing the motion 
— knew how to anſwer the inſinuations thrown out . 
ing differences of opinion between him and his colleagues in gg 
— He the Right Honourable Gentleman would ue 
more ſucceſaful in Wa the ſentiments of other cabinets, 
than he had been on the preſent occaſion, in watching the ſenti- 
Miniſters at Axon IF therefore d AE him had 
of 15 Honourable Gentleman's tives for makin 
e 


the 


vas ſupf po 5 to p xi + s defired” it be 

moſt ofifhte to'every puſnciple of the Right Ho- 

yourable Gentleman 1 mc ti on'the importance 
of the object | | eontendingę and 
inant principles in 


not eaſy to de ſhort, 
who fell gratirude wo 


bi r SG for the — 

33 * Höss V faid, aving ſeconded the motivn, he 
coped leave, in a few wo Nats his reaſons. He admitted 
at it wg It to make Mace at preſent, but Was that the 


mit diffcult? What was now become of all that ſurplus 
et which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had for- 


now the weekly accounts of in | 
chat he could carry on the war far ene 
f additional taxes, or that he; 


ew taxes? "Where | 


conf ea war or peace, but let gen n 
hat, confulted not, the manufacturer muff tl 
e Epnfidered how far they were to 
| upon them. 


gain, for his own fatisfaction, and that of his conſtituents, 


vhether he himſelf did not'tremble for wh effects of the war on 


ur financts and public credit? What the fucheſſes of this wur 

been he could not ſee, or that we wee dere th ob 

54 ** che war began. 
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A | CHANCELLOR. of the ENS fad : a 
could not flatter himſelf that the war could be carried an another 
6 5 r without freſh taxes. The revenue for the laſt quarter was 
E ainly leſs than for the correſponding quarter of the year pre- 
ing; but the difference was not greater than had occurred in 

years where there was no falling off on the whole.” The ſtag- 

nation. of our trade was owing only to temporary cauſes, which 
were daily cealingfito operate, and would be leſs and leffevery 
year, in pr to the progyes. of our arms. He fan- 
guine in his hopes of the produce of the revenue, becauſe that 
in all former wars, while. we. had = erin at ſea, our trade 
had increaſed. " | | * 

Mr. WHARTON aid, eller of the Eaghe- 
quer, ſince 1784, had adde : 8 to the pefina- 


fifty- two millions to cede cn. 


peace, what might not be expel from 
accohhts from variolls places. om Hiſtre 


of the ne 


turers, and conclugs dy termination of 
the war could prevan' uin Foo becot ng gener 

Mr. FOX made a veryble gene 3 "Mi , in which n- 
fiſted on the reality of the commercial liſh | -which'the 


Houſe had been inſulted by hearing called ima mary. The 
people of this country had a right to be informed, to what ex- 
tent ud to what. object we w. al by what was called 
gratitũ he Emperor, that might knowJorgwhat they 
were ſufferhg the calamities of war. ge Thank of 


Exchequer he to none of, 
fion. H 4 


e firſt ſaid, that | 


vernment of France 8 f 


fäl chat he would not in 
ment of F e, in order tos 


Sake + 


fuch interfere: 


in order to cone 
directiy. I 


would anfive: 
thong ht wh 


much abufe 0 | | 
"try did he lament ſo much as to the to] 
. for principles directly gppoſite, which 
French had been S pretext fon dbtaining. To 
of co-operating Mith.. thoſe kay who. waſhed. to. 


gb in eek e into this, 90 deer he Lt 


— be 


2 


* 3 1 8 


— 


effeQually * bir views. 115 Wenn, "by 
1 Would meęt the approbation of the great majority 
of the thinking men in the kingdom; were it decent for him 
0- b ſo, he might add the majority of the Houſe. But this 
payne” the reaſon. why he brought it forward N but becauſe he 
be well founded, and thought it nil 
ght forward propoſitions. to the ſari 
e great maſority.of the public was againſt him; and 
| h he muſt always 20 differing from thoſe whoſe ap- 
=” he was zealous" to obtain, his conduct ſhould ever 
gui i 1 what was right, not his Judgment 


27 


lan 
Ns Wag. erſuade chat nothing would 
ation of a general 


wers that it was 
an Was cal- 


_ Ts. . ͤ ͤ J Aer Eh 


CHEQUER ad Mr. 


* 
2 
S 
* kr 


ulated 3 promote. 


0 Mr. DF tpoke En great vehemencs n the mo- 

f 

Sir WILL AM DOLBEN faid it was unconſtituti 
& enquire into our engagementyyith the Emperor till 

V jeſty ſubmigzed chem to the Hae in the form oo — 


he 


. 

divide the * * . 7450 
FT: 
. 1 


N 2. REFORM. *. "8 
Wought up report of the cbm tee, 


if 4 Srinted, in. that Gentlemen might 
e y of peruſing 75 ing then miner, and boy 
„ ; 


| xt the next ſeſſion. my. 

DUNDAS laid, the Houſe « 
in a committee, er the! 
g read; for ily thing: the ] 
The Honourable Gent 
early as he pleaſed next fe 
the report contained 'agco 

adalous abuſes, ¶ no treaſon. /4 the Right; 
deman oppoſe | — | 
„Aut take the e Ee 


place ſugky confidenc 
EC @withofe, | 


Mr, SHERIDAN. 


„ PARL A 


| 25097 73 A Liſt of the Minority on Mr. ny” 1 ot 50 
Nr For Led. Neurr Cavendiſh, 
Mr. Rn N Wo | ' Mr. Bouverie | | * " | 
Te Mr. Whitbread | 5 4 e 
Mr. Lambton 0 
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their 
ere 
charge. 
view, 
Was a 


he would * 


* 


forward a motign, tot 


By tha 
s/n fe day f 0 


of the Ho to a ſubject of the moſt ſe 
reesilec that an act 


thice e \ 
tainly of a ſta 


| and unprecedented nat 
driſed to 


apprehend and to mm 


1 


| JOURNAL," A 20 


ccuſed ö itted any ſpecific crime or offence, 
erely on acoount 7 che being n ſuſpicious character; and 
his meaſure had been vindicated, as being n for the pre- 
ention of crimes and N. ſafety of the inhabitants of this 
great city. That i not in fact produced any ſuch effects, 
vas too cleally by recent occurrences;=he therefore 
oped that ſom "Durable: . qualified. for ſuch a 
talk, would bringf@ward a bill early! next ſeſſion of 
"Parliament, . for making ſuch alterations 2 amendments in 
he act alludedyy atmake it really productive of tlie ad- 


he meant now * notice, that he would himſelf make 
; mation ſimply to regal that act. 

Mr. VYNER” +a + that the ſubject mentioned by the Noble 
ord was of ſuch high importance, that he was furpriſed to 
d ngfkind of explanation or anſwer given from the other fide 


uſe =, as would 15. have been 
tle robe. 


lone, N57 51 1908 8 * 
r . did ape dete tha 

Jnr had fallen — = oble Lord called for any reply 
rom him. The Noble Lord's obſervations: were founded on 
Qs, of whichyhe had no accurate information, and he had only 
lkarnt by hearſay, that certain enormities had lately been com- 
itted which certainly were much to be regretted. 
; BURKE ſaid, there was no doubt that 2 .- 
tioned by the Noble Lord was of the moſt ſerious uence. 

The moſt daring gt depredations had lately 
ommitted in the city; but he did hy no means believe that they 
ad heen owing to any remiſſneſs in the magiſtrates ;—he rather 
| to be attributed to another cauſe, viz. the 


gave expecte 


| v . of convicts after the period of 

their make ec n that Mr. Burke 

re alluded te 2 5 havin been lately dif- 
charged from the d. Hulle river.] The danger was, in this 
view, alarming lid was in hopes . 
Was an opportu for ho nterference of the 
executive power and gi, magiſtrates would adopt 
ey ſhould conſadet® bentially requiſite for the 


not the; eaſt {ore a "imputing any: 9 e — P ating * | 


iſtrates. Nc 

|Sr MOLINEUX, uſher WA black rod, being 
wha 25 at the bar, acquainted the Speaker hat the King 

0 unanded che Houſe to tend his Majeſty ixamediately | in the” 
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| had been promiſed from it :—if 


Houſe 15 
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Houſe of Peers: — And Meggpeaker agror ding, anx 
Houſe," went up to the H i 7 
an end to the ſeſſion by a by 
which ſpeech the reader will fi ark 
has that 


= 
= 


Wort 1 OF „ IC j 
; 25 5 


Page May 2 
| | DEBTOR A cn on 8 my 
ech erde un che G8 bei read, the Houſe went into, com- . © 
rnittee on this bill. " 15 2 Ka A expe 
LORD THURLOx W reſted 2 petition from certain debt 


add &cc. of the cities of London and Weſtminſ „ and act 
| — h of Southwark, which his Lordſhip ſaid Goned | ns 
ipht | 


ly by 700 perſons, or ee e El the 
— paſs into a law, and that g be allo rd by tors 
or dchip ſaid f 


n 
"I 


_ counſel againſt the ſame.— H wiſh to lie fi 
Fe interrupt the committee in gorr p through the bill, and would ſerip 
therefore move that the petitioners be heard by thei counſel on purp 
the third reading. —Ordered. 4 7 in th 
On the 25th clauſe of the bill, which des bs aboliſhing the WW T 
rules of the King's Bench and Fl Frites and enacts that all 
perſons im for debt ſhall be confined within the whllk of 


* the the orgy to. which they ar — ſhort converſation 

| between the Chancellor and Lord Rawdon, 
— — the clauſe as apreed to, en thele "Hh 
from and after Eaſter Teri next enſuing. '- 
The 26th, 27th, and 2gth clauſes were agreed to, wit e 
amendments; and the 28th clauſe was out. | 


45 The LORD CHANCELLOR ed to the Zoch clauſe, | Juſt «4 
| which goes to repeal an act paſlltd in thefiptoſents: ſeſſion of | Benc 
Parliament, extending and amendillg the Lords act; his Lord- WW in all 

t this could no ibly be done without in- it, to 

nd breaking throu Fh a rule which _ - of Wl He v 

ſtrut n | mp, arts by whict 


LOR RAW DON ved cha the ; | barbs 
as bro ah | the Noble and. Learned Lord ee | partic 
he had 9 5 en Mie liberty to ſtate ſhortly, that he i it would other 
not ini re with the greater and mort extended object which all or 
it was M. known he was about to bring forward, ank nie then | LG 
underſtood it to be the ſenſe of the Houſe: 22 ſhould not | of the 


by-a poiut 


do fo. -- He-conceived it hard to be met in this" 


of form whichhe thought might be got over, intend + getting Chan, 
into a fair and mall diſcuſſion * the merits of the 2 Vo 


A 


l oa = rw —— of 


itſelf in al hatte 
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Matter of fuck ferious importance, v which he peri 
anxiouſly withed'to-do- 8 Li 
7 1 well 4 the doom obey; 3 — 8 
V the face enn. 
agreed with the Lord Chancellor, 


that it Was 2 introduce any thing into the preſent bill - 


— 9 or IND of wot palied in this 


ſeſſion of Palit nent | 

The goth, 31ft, and ol clauſes were ede rejefiod; and 
the 33d and jth, and | 1 3 were NN to 288 
tome r nts. TIL. * 


Vol eyery de- 


ſcription, whichcanmoe be attached by ond execution, for which 
purpoſe various enactments are eee, in has n nd 
1n the ſequel of the bill, 


The LORD CHANCELLOR roſe, and ſaid that it was 
not his intention, in ſo" thin a Houſe, when only four. Noble 
were preſent, and a large audience beloꝶ the bar, to enter 


into any-diſcufhon upon this clauſe, or upon the ſub — 


clauſes of the bill; but mercly{to ſtate that he 4iflik 
whole principle and fabric of th e bill from this clauſe to — 
of it, which would render * both unneceſſary and im- 
per for him to trouble the committee with any _ 
tions upon particulag modes of expreſſion; he would on y 
juſt - obſerve, upon tlie preſent claufe, that the courts of King's 
is which were the proper courts 


Bench and Common P | 
In all civil 2 -h in po ountry try, were, 952 the e of 


other 7 of law better calculated for the Whe 
all orders in ſociety, both poor and rich. 


LORD RAW JON +faid, that the leaving our a W 


| of the courts : of King's Bench d Common Pleas, in theſe 


clauſes of the bill, and devolving the buſineſs on the Lord 
Sele, the Maſter of the Rolls, and Fort of Exchequer, 
58 4 III. R r had 


— 
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had ee him at 2.008. 8 gn el 26 oble and has” 

Learned Lord w. ee the court & Y Nos 3h 

ee of relievin them from a buſineſs, ATE ooh 5 by by: 

His Lend Th ghar BY |, 

were in =! oo Bn ual to the. poor, al a 5 be 1 19 5 bat, in prac- celle 

were, unfortunately quite t reyerſe 85 7 lamented Give 

the loſs which he muſt foſtain in the progreſs. e buſineß, 05 

| from: the of the aſſiſtance and LOI of the, Noble og 

and Learned he a reſolved, h ever, that othing | lip 

mould deter 1 5 1 pur ſwing his puff —Indec eed,. claut 

was the extent of the emolu ariſing. ty, ie, 1 

officers of the di rent courts, fr bal th pre ſen practice with | hi F 

—_— to actions, execution, and impriſonment for debt, that to e 

| inſolvent bill that had-ever 'heen propoled—to every pro- 4 K 

| — fr of à nature ſimilar to the preſent, the moſt determined 147} 

| . oppoſition. had. Ag. come from that wa F A 
was proceed 555 * hy 

- The LOR. CHANCELLOR roſe, and, with cok ani 

warmth, fald be ſpoke the reſlectiaꝶ thromn out by e 0 

the Noble — o i highly indecent, 36 well 8 d fer 

— 5 Aar nis Noble 150 Learned Friend near him * 

(Lord Kenyon ), and another Noble and Learned Lord now L 

abſent (Tharlow), as well as himſelf, had paid ſo much attey- he if 

tion to the preſent. bill :;—in fact, the operation of the clauſes mos 

— he objected to would go much to increaſe the 65 and nene 

n the court of chancery. LC 

ORD ORD RAWDON ſaid, that had. his Lordchip allowed him r 

10 proceed, without inſiſting on calling him to order, | would ue | 

have inſtantly, explained that he did nat .certainly ſpeak of any chu 

Intereſt; or emolument ariſing perſonally to any of the 921 bpinio 

and Learned I nds .themſelves:—but, meant on to alla oer 

- their making enquiries and receiving information from — U lis nie 

deeply intoreſted n the. continuance of the preſent 7 9 * T. 

who were habituated to recongile themſelves 7 the prob Fee! 

thence derived, ky were led, from a prejudice. fi cientiy ” a 

etural, ald water on 42 propoſition. ſuch, aß the pre- Peet 

Jenks: dee nidip then read er, ſtating a. . qoie it ole 

8 e dene a poor man, and who, was now kel 

5 E 2 rt ob ue tos that. attorn lach, buſes; amore BN und 

others, were meant ic be * remeiel, by the ele Abe ind, h. 

1 5 ” Pla WAS; 99 5 ioned, 


1 ft A * & > . Pei f „„ F — ati 
ait was. only from the n Of ART hon. re judges, 
any reproach; * had ber entailed Wale el We 0 


e 

tha moſt cite e t that rigty o 0 
Inſtances, been melt 77 9 wh po Vis 115 40185 
"then to give notice of his den to bring Prad, ear cry In Te 
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10 0 "for" the, regulation of the practice of at- 
7 515 "Hi Ln not Conclude J with a — — defence of 
th pri 1 2 e relent bill. e ge yo 
Alter ſo aber cover rftion f which the e Lord" Chan- 
cellor an 125 1. 'objefted td the” 75 df the in- 
ſolvency Hues, "a „Secu taking part it amending 
them, 157 Inn m - £11 EN paſt 080 123 0 
LORD RA | 2adlenat g "= 1 deprived of ſuch 


[important alf dane, and 21 he muſt endeavour 70 make che 


clauſts as unobjeftionable as he could without it. | 
The i elauſes Were gone 1 and the bill, with 
the amendine ts, ordered to be pritited, 


8 ect, in 1508-9/ and in 1787, and inſiſted chat 

nconſiſtent with = dignity 
opinion of the j 
loleinnly decided by eir Lordſſiips he 
is negative to the W 


Peets of Great Britain, by patent; ſince" the u 
Y eſetence to the ref6lutions of that' Hqguſe, 5 


0 e wal f 


4 ** | ; if Mv 2g. J£137 $15 on | 55 bl 
The report of the committee of ptivi 8 bane read, for 
Boe iy: welle to the judges; whether” by the e articles of 

union and ſubſequent acts of Par lament, ſich ers ef Sootland 

s ade been created Peers of Great Hoh tefit ſince 


1 union my à right to vote it che 2 xteen Peers 


tc repreſent th ie Peerage of Scotland in che Far lamept of Gi Great 


37115 J 


Britain, The 
LORD GRENVILLE fad, chat, after the full Aſeuſion of 
| he ſubject which had taken lace in the committee; he would 


content himſelf fiuply with moving, that the Houſe do agree to 


report of the committee. © | | 
| Ln CATHCART called the UrteitSohi f er 
to the former reſolutions of the | Houſe” upon 'this fab- 


of the Hou 


a queſtion which W been — — 


5 P19 ow 1 


The IJUKE of NORFOLK thought it perfsRly-cledb;-thar 


there was nothing 1 in the articles of uruon, or iran y ſudlequent 


uded Peers" of Sox, "cteated 


as of Parliament,” which precl 


1 


1 3 


electro of the 'Gxteen Peers of 
_ Have to bit Aer whatever, Wien tt 
8 wed, 5 no doubt ee of de . 5 


dad b. 8 75 0 fr ren por 555 
11 n fad a 


er to Lad e 
} Jy 12 3 "* 
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Houſe en on the Hoke for rreeing t tler or the 
| edrithniſttes, 1 74 1 ot 1912196} » 
11 Contents 746.3 36 Th, Ie lim tr! 1 . Ki; 
A Not Gee STI, with t glw toono loud. 
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I n or 1 2305 x againſt the motion «ix in d.. 


"EARL MANSFI LD' then moved, Ant the votes at- 
tempted to be given at the laſt election of the ſixteen Peers of 
Lectlane, by the Duke of  Queenſberry and the Earl of 
Abercern, who had been created Peers of Great Britain by 
patent, ſince the union, in 8 to the e 

of that Houſe, i in the years 1108-9 and d1787, ought not to 
counted. 
LORD HAWKESBURY pete at ſome length WEI the 
— inſiſting, that the refolutions of the Houſe were con- 
rary to law, an could not be binding to the effect of depriving 
any perſons of a right inherent in them dy the law of d lauch 
11 the articles of union. en Une, 
EARL MANSFIELD called upon the Houſe to abt with 
and deliberation on a ſubject of ſich magnitude, and 
wich hat confiſtency which was 3 neceſſa to main- 
taih dignity and relpect in their proceedings. His Lerdſhip 
thought it impoſſible, at preſent, to get into the general quei. 
tion, whether their former reſolutions gave a juſt-expoſition of 
the 1; ; becauſe, as they contained the interpretation given to 
the aw thoſe who were not only competent to Apt! it, 
but were inderd the fole expounders of it, they muſtbe/binding 
till Teleinged; and to reſcind them with a ence arp would be 
1 incon ſiſtent with every principle of juſties. 
EARL of KINNOUL (Lord Hay) win! eber 
ofthe r motion, and ſtated how inconſiſtent it would be with the 
a0 of the Houſe, to give to the two Noble Lords; who hat 
defiance to its refolutions, an advantage over him who had 
e thought himfelf bound to pay a 'boopentingg reſpec | 
a Rau es 7 
*' The" DURE of” QUEENSBERRY: 0 ard Douglas) in- 
Aged with a goil deal of warmth and animation, om the pro- 
prie y of —_— a right which he thought "himſelf elearly 
entitled to by the law of the land; and of which'' he cbncewed 
: nothing but an a of Parliament could deprive him. 
Th. EARL of MORTON ( Lord Nad . of Lockleven) 
fpoke againſt the motion. ; | 
The LORD CHANCELLOR: left the'Froolfac, and ſpoke 
in favoi f of the motion, He entreated their. Lordſhips to at- 
tend to the dignity and OY: of Ä own paar A 
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& Us - 


— 1793. 
In a cauſe proper mme * fully argued, -im- 
1 2 to the union, their Lordſhips 1 ng decided 
the conſtruction of an act of Parliament, in a matter of 
conſtruQtion of which they were not only competent, but ex- 
cluſive judges: they had then decided àgainſt the right now 
claimed, and nd that deciſion had been followed by — ac- 
quieſcence for near a century at all events, 7 he 
was clearly of opinion, that it was impoſſible, in the ſhape of 


with be ſort of juſtice or inne, from their former reſolu- 


neceſſity of going into the general queſtion. He maintab 
that the reſolutions of that Houſe were not binding; that they 
bad not been ſanctioned by any ſubſequent practice or ac- 
quieſcence ;. and that, they were di 
— and meaning of the articles of niet „ 

EARLSTANHOPE reprobated the diſeuſſion: of this ſube 
je at. a time when the Peerage of Scotland was not fully ns 
preſented,; and its being decided on by the Engliſh Peers and this 
Engliſh Biſbops; and. ſuggeſted the propriety, of an alteration 
in the words of the motion, both becauſe it {till remained to be 
— whether the votes of the two: Noble Peers had been 
| 94 os and becauſe. the motion ought to have been put 

mative, as had always, been the practice adopted in the 
ommittee ; if the motion ſhould be ſo altered, the noble maver 
would of courle give it his negative. 2 * 
r bawwoes Barkdinabind: Earl Hal 
feld, Lord Grenville, the Duke of Norfolk, Earl Fits 
and the, Lord Chancellor, it was at laſt that the motion 
ſhould be, that the votes of the Duke q Queenſbertyiand the 
ar] of Abercorn, at the laſt election of the ſixteen: > wag 
Scotland, ought/to have been counted, if pr tendered; 

The EA L of LAUDERDALE 4 general ETA of 
he ſubject, and contended ſirenuoufly and forgibly. againſt the 
K mien of the votes of, the two ORE; rw who 1 5 thys 
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the preſent caſe, to go into the general queſtion, or to depart, 


"LORD GRENVILLE Lee all the. Abe which 
4 had been adduced in favour of the motion, and inſiſted: on 


Aly contrary to the expreſs | 
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. Ina —— of privilege eges, Lord Cathcart in the 

LORD GRENVILLE mobed chat the commit ene 
adopt this reſolution That the tender of their votes made by 
the Duke of niberry-and the Furt of Abercorn,” by whe 
—— lifts: of the Peer for whom they voted, with" the” 


| cuments/of their having dag qualified," to the Toord Clort 
of Scotland; or 
of their votes at the hit ection. 


ties, was a due aud ſufficient 


bos motion produced a debate, in which Lon! Gremile, 
Lord Sydney, and ſeveral other Lords, ſupported it on this 
ground, that the two Noble Lords, whoſe votes Were then in 
h on _ law, a right to vote at the faid election, Which 
{ 4 


having —— thing i in their power, every thing incu 


then, to exerciſe eſfectually the right in them, 
the. endet made by them of their votes muſt be held to be a 
tender, and their votes ought to be ſuſtaned . 

On the other land; the motion was oppoſed by Lord Thur- 
be Eail Mansfield, the Eatl of Kinnoul, and other Lords, who 


* 
a. 


Mintained that, while the reſolution of 1787 remained on the 


aurnals/ unaltered, it was not only-unjuſt, but totally oo 
patible with the honour, (dignity, or conſiſtency of tha” Houſe, 
to ſuppoſe that a tender of votes, attempted: to IT nate in on- 
tradiction to that reſolution, could be held to be a due and 
effectual tender: that, were he committee ſo to determine, it 
would lead to the moſt extraordinary conſequences, as th * 
reſolytjonrot :the:Houſb:eould lay:down no fed or c 
of conduct for the returning officers more than the oprecong 
one; beſudeg, the; lifts: tendered: by the ewo Noble Lords ho 
never been — or read, at che election 92 and it 

22 
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ed by a reſolution of that Hodſe; and, 
bent 


could 
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could not, therefore, be known, iH any formal or regular man- 


ner, what names they qr for what Noble Peers 9 
meant to have given their votes. 


' EARL MANSF eren 8 WY an Amend 


by addin e 9 the following vordb, which 
” he ph Ge K er and his . ought to have 


received. 1 1A 

On the queſtion, that hel, laſt words be inſerted i in the mo- 
tion, the Houſe divided, | 
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n el 1 


expected, and 1 5 . — time that would hueceſſatily $e 


taken up in ＋.— the evidende, it was, in no aſe; poſib 
that the managers the impeachment againſt Warren 


Eſq. could be ready to proceed in their reply on the day fixed 


by. their ee and therefore the Commons deſirod that 

ir Lordſhips would adjourn the fame to a further day. 10. 
& me! rs from the Commons having withdrawn ucts 
* CAT THCART moved, that they ſhould bwitgain 
in, and e that their Lordſhips would fed 


gel; r.. the Hou ſe of Commons by: meilingers of theigown. 
—wh 10550 1 agreed to, the: meſſengers: from the Qum mem 


Were, 5 in, e in, and informed thereof by the Lord Chan. 


cellor rom Ny woolſack. 


 FARL STANHOPE did, that their Lordlbips bas uneweg 


3 much time as they had thought requiſite tlie Houſe ef 


1 had told their Lordſbips that more time was neceſſary 

99 0 ee any definite would therefore move, 
ek proceeding in this trial be adjourned to omen, 
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committee of the Whole Houſe on this bill, the re- 
fort "y . — and the amendments to by the Houſe. 
queſtion. for the third reading of the bill, the wat Wr 
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hearing counſel on behalf of certain traders of the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter and b of Southwark was read, 
and counſel being ordered to be called inn, 
Mr. Dallas appeared as counſel for theſe 
geRed chiefly-to thoſe clauſes of the bill which limit arreſts on 
 -meſne proceſs. to ſums exceeding 201. which permit the juſti- 
fication of bail at the judges chambers, and which relate 
to the diſcharge. of debtors; all which clauſes,” he argued, 
would be extremely injurious in their operation to: the retail 
traders in this rich and populous city :—he'argued alſo, that, at 
all events, the bill ought not to have a retroſpective operation 
as to-debts previouſly contracted, which it would have in its pre- 
ſent ſhape. : DE SC EO 
After counſel had been ordered to withdraw, 
EARL STANHOPE roſe, and ſaid that great credit was 
due to the Noble Lord who- had brought forward the bill, for 
the pains he had taken, and for the laudable object whichhe had in 
view. He approved of the great features of rhe bill, but meant 
to propoſe ſore amendments which he conceived would be ne- 
ceſſary, and perhaps, for this purpoſe, and that the bill might be 
made as perfect as poſſible, the beſt way would be that it ſhould 
LORD RAWDON faid, that from the variety of alters- 
tions which the bill had undergone in the committee, he was 
ſenſible, that ſeveral amendments would be neceſſary; and he 
could therefore have no objection to the recommitment. 
| EARL STANHOPE then obſerved, that he, who thought 
there were a great many excellent regulations in the bill, was 
certainly defirous that it ſhould be recommitted; but if there 
were any Noble Lords preſent who objected entirely to the 
general fabric and principle of the bill, they ought now to come 
— ſtate their objections; if no Noble Lord ſhould do 
ſo, he would move, that the bill be recommitted. 50 
1 LORND THURLOW was opinion, that unleſs impriſon- 
ment for debt was neceſſary for the ſupport of credit, it ought 
not to exiſt:— if it was neceſſary for that purpoſe, it ought to be 
a real impriſonment, and debtors being allowed to be at large 
within the rules, as was the preſent practice, was ſurely ex: 
tremely improper, —But impriſonment for debt was either in- 
tended for coercing payment to the creditor, or as the puniſh- 
ment of fravd; and he could ſee no principle either of juſtice 
or expediency for allowing a debtor, who might appear to have 
.-aQott fairly with reſpect to one or two debts, which alone wele 
the ſubject of e to procure a liberation and diſcharge 
from all his other debts, as to which his conduct might have 
been very differfat —his Lordſhip made a good many obſers 
2˙ 0 : @ - PR 1 
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© tions3;-andifaid, tht atbough bo he did — proper r br do 


meafure, and to call for his approbation, Ity this view'he ap- 
e 52 recommitment, that it wight de re rendered as = 
eck a8 1 DAR 
LORD RAWDON- jr they HPP ern in Auer 
Lord Thurlow, but faid it was unneceſſary for” him to go in 
u detail of argument, as the Noble and Learned Lord did n 560 
ed pb goin ix into a recommitment of the bill. 
CHANCELLOR let the woolſack, ind ſakd, 
that he muſt certainly oppoſe the recommitment, unleſs it was 


in che bil. He had former givep his opinion, which he Ti 
retained, that the inſolvent clauſes were unjuſt in principle 
impracticable in execution; = they 20 the whole ſyſtem © 
the law of England with reſpect to debtor and det, en at- 
| tempt which, in his opinion, was highly dangerous, and Which 
id not appear to be juſtified by any — 0 ficiently urgent. 
But even in that ſyſtem, (as in many others which are ond 

good) he was ready to admit that there might be particular in- 
| conveniences, and individual hardſhips, to which perhaps ſome 
remedy 0 be al; applied. The ſocur — of the creditor as 
connected with credit; / was the intereſt of the debtor no 
les than of the — TY but every falſe expence, every delay, 
every uncertainty in the recovery of debts ought\td. de Ndl. 
In his preſent view of the caſe, be was rather inolined to the 
limiting arreſts on meſne proceſs to ſums above 20l. He 
thought alſo that the veel ag abridging, and cutting off ex- 
pence from proceedings on meſne 2. 7 Was port very at- 
tainable object; and a ion as to the treatment of 
debtors in gaol, he ſhould conſider alſo as extremely i important. 
: he was for ing even as to theſe with! great timidity, 


nd only for a ſhort time by way of experiment. His wer 
ip then proceeded to ſtate a variety of objeQions-to the 
tiple of the bill in many of it. His wiſh, he ſaid, w or 
the recommitment, that it might be made, in the;committee, 4 
domplete ſtate of the project of the Noble bene braughi 
t forward. He confeſſed, that tbough he approved; of ſeveral 
ſegulations of the bill, he did not feel that he! eg ſpfficiemly 
ügeſt them, ſo as to reconcile; his mind $6 agreeing t them 
ths ſeſſion; and he would there fare propoſe that 'the bill, when. 
done through i in the committee, ſhonld lie guys 22 ſeiſion, 
nd that it ſhoud be referred, to the . judy might 
ing in a bill amed upon their. ideas. The "Noble Loi 
. LE 8 | would 


6ſtent- principle 'operati t the chill, in its preſe 
ſnape, which could e the ſubje&, Jer Be did 
not ſay that it might not be ſo modelled ed 2s to hecoche a Beneficial 


intended, in the committee, to make a great and tal. change 
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would ſtill be entitled to much credit, and they would fe- 
ceive great help and aſſiſtance from his labours and eien 
LORD RAW DON reprobated, in ſtrong and manly terms, 
the propoſition of the Noble and Learned Lord who had juſt ſat 
down, and ſaid that nothing would be more diſagreeable to him 
than to recommit the bill for the purpoſe he bl 4 57 50 if 
there was no ſerious intention to go through with it, but on] 
to allow it to fleep over till next ſeſſion. As to the neceſſity 
of the hill, his Lordſhip ſaid, that he had ſtated the ground; | 
of that neceſſity fully on the ſecond reading of the bill, which 
he woyld not repeat at length: he had then ſtated the poſſibility 
of abuſes, and the probability of exiſting oppreſſion under the | 
operation of the law as it ſtands at preſent. If the debtor has no 
means, impriſonment: cannot force from him what he does not 
poſſeſs: in fact, the law has protected the effects of the debtor, 
Where they are apparent, againſt the creditor; and that was 
highly unjuſt: where the means are not apparent, it has left 
the debtor entirely at the mercy of an intereſted and probably a 
chagrined and irritated individual—a debtor who may probably 
be innocent and unfortunate ; this was ſurely no leſs unjuſt, 
The natural conſequences of ſuch a law appeared, in a great 
variety of inſtances, in the report of the committee of the Houk 
of Commons; inſtances of impriſonment for q, 10, and even 20 
years, for debts amounting to no more than as many pounds; and, 
on the other hand, the cafe of Mr. Pope, impriſoned. for a debt 
of 10,0001. who, as was proved in court, was worth no leſs 
than 40,c00l. and who had remained in priſon for 10 year, 
ſetting his creditors at defiance. Theſe caſes, however ſtrong, 
however ſhocking, both to juſtice and humanity, were the na- 
tural reſult of ſuch principles and rules of law. But ſhall no 
remedy be applied to ſuch glaring abuſes? | 
His Lordſhip anſwered all the reaſoning of the Noble Lord 
by a variety of forcible arguments, and concluded a moſt able 
and animated ſpeech with ſaying, that their Lordſhips might 
talk of putting off this bill to another ſeſſion, as if it were to 
another week, but to thoſe whom it was meant to relieve the 
delay was a ſerious matter indeed; to recommit it, for the pur- 
poſe of putting it off for another ſeſſion, was totally unbe- 
coming the dignity of the Houſe, and he muſt complain loudly 
that this oppoſition had not been made ſooner, inſtead of giving 
that apparent countenance to the meaſure which it had received 
in its progreſs during fo long a period of the ſeſſion. 
The queſtion for the recommitment of the bill was then put 
and carried. . . n e e e 
A converſation afterwards enſued betwixt the Lord Chancel- 
lor, Earl Stantiope, Lord Thurlow, and Load Rawdon, as 


the time when the bill ſhould be recommitted;—Lotd Rawdon 
declaring that he would, much rather the bill ſhould be cruſhed 
altogether, than thus to fleep over to another ſeſſion; he faid it 
was not a novel ſubject, but one which he had been a Pr 
in that Houſe for years, and he was determined to take thie ſenſe 
of the Houſe.— At laſt a motion was made by Lord Thurlow, 
that the bill ſhould be recommitted on that day two months: to 
which Lord Stanhope moved, as an amendment, to leave out 
the words two months, for the purpoſe of inſerting Mon- 
day next. | | 3 Ot 
The Houſe divided on the queſtion that the words two 
months ſtand part of the motion: N 
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| Contene 10 
8 Not contents « 5 
Adjourned to June 3. | | 
| ; enn, 
LORD GRENVILLE moved, that an humble addreſs be 
teſented to his Majeſty, expreſſing to his Majeſty the thanks af 
hat Houſe, for his moſt gracious meſſage relative to the cohti- 
vation of the penſion allowed to the late Lord Rodney, and aſ- 
uring his Majeſty of the ſupport and concurrence of that Houſe 
n carrying into effect his 15 gracious intentions for con- 
inuing the penſion of 20001. per annum to thoſe perſons on 
hom the title of Lord Rodney ſhall be ſettled. 
The DUKE of CLARENCE thought great credit was due, 
n the preſent occaſion, not only to the benevolent intentions 
f his Majeſty, but allo to Miniffers, who had adviſed this mea- 
re, under the preſent circumſtances, when the country is in- 
led in war; thereby holding out a proper encouragement to 
ofeſſional merit and bravery, both in the navy and army, by 
the proſpect of reward for themſelves and proviſion for their 
milies. He ſpoke in the higheſt terms of the profeſſional cha- 
der and eminent. ſervices of the late Lord Rodney, with 
hom he gloried in having lived on the ſtricteſt terms of inti- 
= and friendſhip. 55 8 . | 
The motion for the addreſs was then put and carried. 
Bog INDIA BILL. | he: 
The order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of the 
ll for regulating the government and trade of India, 22 
LORD. GRENVILLE faid, that if it were neceſſary for 
lim to enter at large into a general detail on the ſubject of our 
pſſeflions in India, or into any ſpeculative diſcuſſion with fe- 
pect to the modp.in which India ought to be governed, and in 
5 5 „„ c rn 2 


* 


316 PARLIAMENTARY los. 


| which, the trade to that country ought to be catried on, this 
would open a very wide and extenſive field indeed: - but. in the 
. preſent cale, it did not appear to him, that this was in any ſhape. 

neceſſary, becauſe he felt that the ground he had, to go. on was. 


2 


very. much narrowed by havin a juſt. and well founded Expe>. 


were 


riepce as a guide, —a guide which was, at all times, perhaps 
the "beſt, but more peculiarly ſo under ſuch circumſtances as. 


exiſted at preſent. Nine years experience. had proved the be- 


nefit of the preſent ſyſtem, and there, appeared therefore. no juſt. 
reaſon why it ſhould be altered. —The preſent bill, of courſe, 
aſſumed for its principle the continuance of that ſyſtem :—but 


as ideas had been entertained by ſome, that, in t*e hands of the 
Eaſt-India Company, the 4 8 

narrower limits than would be the caſe if it were open to be 
engaged in by the whole capital, and the whole ſpirit of enter- 


prize in this country, proviſions were now for the firſt time in- 


troduced into the preſent bill, which would give an opportunity 
for trying the experiment, by allowing merchants and traders to 


venture on their own bottom, under certain neceſſary regula- . 


tions. The only other material new regulations in this bill 
were two, viz. 1, That which regards the conſtitution of the 
board of controul, whereby his Majeſty, is enabled to appoint two 
commiſſioners of that board with certain fixed ſalaries; —and, 
2, That which regards the appropriations to be made of the 
territorial revenue of India. His Lordſhip then ſtated. ſhortly 
the. mode of appropriation of theſe revenues appointed by the 
dill; and faid that having given the general outlines of the bill, 

which he had touched on but very lightly in regard to their im- 
portance, he did not think it neceſſary to trouble their Lordſhips 


with going more at large into the ſubject, and would therefore 
t 


conclude with moving that the bill be read a ſecond time, 
The EARL of GUILDFORD ſaid, that if he agreed, in the 
_ diſcuſſion of the preſent bill, to follow tlie Noble Lord who 
ſpoke Jaſt, in waving the general argument upon the principle 
of the bill, he hegged it might not be underſtood as if he enter- 


. tained any opinion that it was not extremely poſſible to ot 1 | 


the trade to India, under ſuch. regulations as might render the 
meaſure extremely beneficial to this country; but, as he meant 
chiefly to object to particular clauſes of the bill, what he had to 
offer to their Lordſhips would come more properly to be ſtated 


in the committee, 1 | n 
The BISHOP of LONDON thought that ſome better pro- 
viſion ſhould be made with reſpect to religion; as he underſtood, 
that in ſome of the ſubordinate ſettlements there was no oppor- 
difficulty in adopting a meaſure, which he underſtood had been 
en:: b ER 4 


to India was confined within 


tunity of attending divine worſhip ;—but he ſaw conſiderable 
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among the natives, | „ 5 | 2 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE ſaid, he roſe chiefly for 


the purpoſe of Joining his Noble Friend (Lord Guildford) in' 


| begging- that it might not be underſtood that he thought the 
trade to India might not be laid open with much benefit to the 


| country, although he waved os 
P 


9 - 


ing into any debate on the 
general principle of the bill:—he di „ ee therefore of the 
preſent ill · as a permanent law, and as t ing in ſo long a range 
of time: — nor could he admit, with the Noble Lon (Gren- 
ville), that the natives were happy under the preſent ſyſtem. 
This bill, he confeſſed, appeared to him to be altogether a 


ſyſtem of corruption :— It held out to the public a revenue of 
Foo, oool.— To the directors, an additional falary, &c. He 
would not, however, enter further . into the ſubject at preſent, 


as he conceived the proper ſtage for debate would be in the 
committee, when the clauſes ſhould come to be ſeparately 
a W „ | 
LORD HAWKESBURY ſaid a few words in reply to 


Lord Lauderdale, and in ſupport of the bill. 


The- bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 


committed to a committee of the whole Houſe on Wedneſday 
next (June 5). 5 
Adjourned to June 5. 


| | Juxꝝ 5. 
LORD RAWDON faid, that, before the orders of the day 


| were proceeded on, he begged to ſolicit the attention of the 


Houſe for a very few minutes. Being informed that a bill was 
juſt about to be brought up to their Lordſhips, for explain- 
ing and amending an act paſſed during the preſent ſeſſion, 
for enabling his Majeſty. to direct the iſſue of Exchequer 


| bills, to be applied for the relief and ſupport of mercantile 
credit—he thought it right to mention to the Houſe, that he 


bad learned from the beſt authority, that much diſtreſs and 
much ſerious inconvenience had ariſen to many commercial 
houſes in this country, from the entire ſtoppage of their re- 
mittances from France, which he underſtood was by no means 
wiſhed for on the part of France, but was owing ſolely to the 
impediments thrown in the way of making ſuch remittances by 
the operation of the traiterous correſpondence act: he under- 
ſtood alſo that there were many perſons, ſubjects of this country, 
who were at preſent diſperſed in different parts on the coaſt of 
France, and prevented from returning to their native country by 
the impoſſibility of procuring either remittances, or the neceſſary 
paſſports. His Lordſhip ſaid he did not mean to make any mo- 
jon on the ſubject, but merely to ſubmit it to the candid con- 
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ſideration of the Noble Secretary of State (Lord Grenville), 
whether ſome amendments ought not to be made in the traiterous 
correſpondence act, ſo as to obviate theſe great and evident incon- 
veniences. | : | 


' LORD GRENVILLE dad, that no alterations could be 
4 an ie,, 


PARLIAMENTARY 015 


The order of the day being read, the Houſe went into u em- 


mittee on the bill for regulating the government and trade of In- 
e e eee db - | 

On reading that part of the bill which enaQts, ** that as well 
4% the ſaid Commiſhoners, or ſuch or ſo many of them as his Ma- 
« jeſty ſhall think fit, as likewiſe their ſecretaries and other of- 
% ficers, ſhall be paid ſuch fixed ſalaries as his Majeſty ſhall by 


- 


« any warrant or warrants, &c. dire.” ' | 
The EARL of. GUILDFORD roſe, and objected ſtrongly 

to that part of the clauſe which went to the giving fixed ſalaries 

to any of the Commiſſioners of the Board of Controul. His 


Lordſhip ſaid, that when the Houſe of Commons had voted that 


the influence of the Crown had increaſed, was increaſing, and 
ought to be diminiſhed ;—and when two years afterwards, their 


Lordſhips had joined the other Houſe in aboliſhing certain offices 


for the purpoſe of dimiſhing that influence—he had been one of 
thoſe who did not concur either in the neceſſity or propriety of 
| theſe meaſures.— He could not however go ſo far as to give his 


concurrence to what was at preſent propoſed to be done by the 


Clauſe under the conſideration of the Houſe, viz. the taking mo- 
ney out of the pocket of the Eaſt India Company, for the mere 
.. Purpoſe of increaſing the patronage of the Crown :—he ridiculed 
the idea which, he ſaid, had been attributed by ſome impertinent 
#ew/iapers, to a Right Honourable Secretary of State (Mr. Dun- 
das), of training up young men in this way to India politics ; 
and, as he could ſee nothing either in the fituation of this coun- 
try. or of India, to juſtify a meaſure, the principle of which he 
highly diſapproved, he muſt give it his negative, and would there- 
fore move, as an amendment to the clauſe, that the words, —“ as 
well the ſaid Commiſſioners, or ſuch and ſo many of them as his 
Majeſty ſhould think fit, as likewiſe,” ſhould be left out. 

ORD HAWKESBURY ſaid, that he felt ſome anxiety to 
anſwer what had fallen from the Noble Earl who had juſt fat 
down.—With regard to. the proceedings alluded to by the Noble 
Earl, which had taken place about ten years ago, he had entirely 


agreed with the Noble Earl, that there was no neceſſity for di- 


miniſhing the influence of the Crown :—His Lordſhip then al- 


luded to the abolitions or different offices that had been made, in 
» conſequence 


- Ws A. 3: 5 SIE 
85 * ; 
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conſequence of the plan of a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr, 
Burke), particularly of the Board of Trade, in place of which a 
cochmittee of council had been ſubſtituted, at the head of whi ch 


he was. How the abolition of that Board had come into the head 


of the Right Honourable Gentleman, he could not tell, for jt 
had been, at the period of its eſtabliſhment, a very popular mea- 
ſure; much ad- an had been expected from it, and much 
benefit had been derived from it, in training up young men 
in the ſchool of political knowledge and information. The 
buſinels?"6f Findia was of fach extent and intricacy, that the 
afſiſtancè of young men was abſolutely neceſſary, who had been 
trained up in the — — of it, and who ſhould dedicate to it 
all theix attention. he preſent meaſure was one for the preſer- 


vation of the reveriug and ↄf the commerce of the Eaſt India 


Company, and it was therefore Juſt that the expence ſhould fall 
on them. With reſpect to the influence of the Crown, it had 
been much diminiſhed_in the preſent reign, below what it had 
been from the reign of King William downwards, though the- 
bulineſs and weight of government had much increaſed ; nor did 
he wiſh to add to it more than was abſolutely neceſſary for carry 
ing through the buſineſs - © zovernment. The preſent meaſurg 
appeared to him both prope? and neceſſary, and therefore had his 


1 {yo 4 


ſupport. © | | WE 
KARI. FITZ WILLIAM defended the meaſure of abolition 


of certain offices which had been brought forward by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman alluded to, which he ſaid had heen pur- 


ſued on a ſyſtem, that, as he underſtood, was approved by every 


body; nor had he ever heard of any genkral regret on account of 
the abolition of the Board of Trade, as being ſuch an excellent 
nurſery for young ſtateſmen. His Lordſhip diſapproved of the 


clauſe'as it ſtood, and thought that if any ſalary was to be given, 
| it ought only to be to one perſon, who ſhould be conſidered ag 


Secretary of State for India, and on whom reſponſibility. ſhould 
reſt, without his Veitig,embarraſſed and loaded with any affiſtants, 
who might act, in fome ſhape, like little ſucking veſſels in draw- 
ng off all the ſecrets of government, as well as in 8 or 

12e 


leſſening the ren; At preſent, he conſidered the 
| ntroul as in fact a Secretary of State 
for India; —and if a ſuperintendance by government of the af-. 


ſident of the Board of 


fairs of India was neceſſary, it ought to be in the hands of one 
perſon. He could not but ſuppoſe that there were young men 


enough in this country who would be nobly ambitious of ac- 


quiring that knowledge which was neceſſary to diſtinguiſh them 
and render them uſeful in the ſervice of their country, without 
having the inducement of any temporary emplyment.—As to the 
ntuenge of the Crown, though he confeſſed. he would not in- 
cle to he always picking at it, he could not acquieſce in a ſyſ- 
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tem which- went ſo directly to increaſe it as the meafure now pro- 
| 49 ONE OE. f \ 


PT ORD HAWKESBURY faid a few words in explanation. 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE faid, that the idea of pub- 
lic boards for training up young ſtateſmen was quite novel to 
him. He had ever been taught to believe that the two Houſes of 
Parliament were the proper and conſtitutional fchools for that 
purpoſe, in which they were to be inured to buſineſs, and to be 
inſtructed in political and conſtitutional knowledge. —W as it, he 
would aſk, in his Majeſty's Cabinet, or from any obſervations he 
has been led to make there, that the Noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) 
has been taught the neceſſity that thofe who fill the higheſt de- 
partments of the ſtate ſhould be trained up to them by paſſing 

through the ſubordinate offices? If fo, fuch obſervation might 
have its effect upon the mind of the Noble Lord; but having 
no ſuch means of information, he could not accede to the doc- 
trine.—His Lordſhip ſaid, he agreed entirely that thoſe perſons 


who were employed in a public board, ought to be paid for their 


trouble: - but are not the preſent members of the Board of Con- 
troul paid, while one of them is Treaſurer of the Navy, others 
Vice Treaſurers of Ireland, &c.?—Of what conſequence was 
at, whether the ſalary was annexed to the office, or a conſequence, 
or attendant of it? — But, beſides what he had already urged, and 

. beſides the alarming increaſe of influence and of patronage—one 
great objection he had to the preſent clauſe was, that it militated 

entirely againſt the ground held out as the great principle of the 
reſt of this bill, viz. The ground of experience, —Of all that 
had been done under the exiſting ſyſtem, perhaps the Noble 
Lord would think that the actings of the Board of Controul 
were, of all others, the laſt to be blamed; and if fo, why would 
you change the conſtitution of that Board, and make it only the 
object of a political ſchool? For theſe reaſons, he muſt give his 
negative to the clauſe as it ſtands, and vote in favour of the 
amendment propoſed by his Noble Friend. - | 

LORD GREN VILLE defended the clauſe; and faid, that 
n fact it would not add to the influence of the Crown—it would 
add no additional office (in ſaying this his Lordſhip alluded to 


the office of Vice Treaſurer of Ireland). His Lordſhip then ad- 
verted to what had been ſtated by a Noble Earl (Fitzwilliam), as 


to the appointment of a Secretary of State for India: He paid 


de higheſt compliments to the indefatigable labour and pou ta- 


lents of the Right Honourable Gentleman at the head of the 
Board of Controul (Mr. Dundas); and ſaid, that if the buſineſs 
was ſuch as could be performed by a Secretary of State, the 
making Mr. Dundas Secretary of State for India would certainly 

anſwer every purpoſe. —But the variety, extent, and detail of the 


Tops © buſuieſs, 
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buſineſs, rendered this entirely impoſſible; nor was it fair to talk 
of the preſent meaſure being adopted for the purpoſe of a politi- 
cal ſchool, becauſe it was abſolutely neceſſary that the perſon at - / 


the head of the Board of Controul ſhould have the afhſtance of 


young and active men trained up to, and perfectly acquainted 
with, the buſineſs. As to the expence, it ought ſurely to come 


| out of that revenue which was under the ſuperintendapce of the 
Commiſſioners. 


The queſtion was then put on the Earl of Guildford's amend- 
ment, which was negatived without a diviſion. On the clauſe , - 


which extends the duration of the bill to the year 1811, an 


amendment was moved by.the Earl of Guildford, io leave out 
the words and eleven.” This amendment was oppoſed by 


Lord Grenville, and negatived without a diviſion 


The BISHOP of LONDON (aid, that he meant to have 
moved ſome clauſes with reſpect to the appointment of - chaplains - | 


1 * OF bud ed CY oF Os . oO oo 7 © 1 oQ 


and performance of divine worſhip on board of ſhips of 00 tons, 
and in towns and ſubordinate fettlements; but as he underſtood. 
that the Board of Controul and the Directors of the Eaſt India 
Company had full power to make regulations for the purpoſes he 
had mentioned, he was induced not to propoſe the clauſes he in- 
tended; truſting that due regard would be paid to fo important a 
ſubject by thoſe who. had the power of doing it. - 
LORD GRENVILLE admitted the importance of 'the ſub- 


ject, and the propriety of its being attended to. It had not, he 


ſaid, been entirely neglected, as he underſtood that the church 
eſtabliſhment at preſent exiſting in India amounted to 1 3,000l. ' 
or 14,0001; a year. | Y VVV 
The ARC HBISHOP of CANTERBURY ſaid a few words 
on the importance of a due attention being paid to a buſineſs of 
ſuch material conſequence. e Tar ate 4 | | 
The BISHOP ot ST. DAVID's alſo ſtated the neceſſity of 
making proviſion for giving to Britiſh ſubjects in India the oppor- 
tunity of attending divine worſhip ;. though he had great doubts 


FFF * — — * we CC __ 


indeed as to what had been mentioned in another place, of ſend- 
ing miſſionaries to convert to Chriſtianity the natives of Indoſtan. 
'—He conceived the religion of a country to be connected with 
is government, and he did not think that any foreign ſtate had a 
right to interfere with the government of another country, with- 
out an expreſs commiſſion from Heaven; —the apoſiles had ſuch 
commiſſion, and in evidence of it were inveſted with the power, of 
working xiracles; — but ſuch power having long ſince ceaſed, he 
doubted whether the commiſſion, of which it was the evidence, had 
not cealed a 7; FF 

Lord Grenville, the Earl of Abingdon, and the Biſhop of 
London, ſaid each a few words; after which the bill went through 
n the committee, without any amendments. | 


Vor. III. Tx Juxz 


Jun ., ĩð 


The order of the day being read for taking into conſideration | 


the report of the committee of privileges, various reſolutions of 

ſaid committee, with reſpect to certain votes given at the laſt elec- 

oy — _ ſixteen Peers of Scotland, were read and agreed to by 
ne Houle.” 6 5 


On the laſt reſolution agreed to by the committee, That 


the votes given by the Duke of Queenſberry, and the Earl 
(Marquis) of Abercorn, if duly tendered, ought to have been 
counted; — lt was moved, as an amendment, by Earl Manſ- 
field, to add to the reſolution the words following, — which 
e the Lord Clerk Regiſter and his deputies ought to have re- 
o 3 15 | 

A debate took place upon this motion, which was ſupported by 


the Earl of Lauderdale, the Earl of Kinnoul, and other noble 


Lords, on nearly the ſame grounds as in the committee, when 


the ſame amendment was moved. | ; 
The MARQUIS of ABERCORN defended his right to 
vote, and maintained that law, juſtice, and the conſtitution, were 
in favour of it; while, on the other fide, there were only two re- 
ſolutions of that Houſe; and though he reſpected the dignity of 
the Houſe as much as any noble Lord, he did not think it could 
ever be conſulted in the 2 of law and juſtice. 7 
The EARL of KINNOUL replied to the Marquis of Aber- 
corn, and ſtated that his Lordſhip had not ſpoke at all as ta the 
tender, which was really the only queſtion before the Houſe. 
The queſtion was then put on the amendment moved by Earl 
Mansfield, which was negatived, and the reſolution of the com- 
mittee agreed to without a diviſion. 
The DUKE of LEEDS preſented a petition from the Earl 
of Kinpoul, which was read by the clerk at the table, and ſtated 
in ſubſtance, —T hat his Lordſhip as a Peer of Scotland, created 


a Peer of Great Britain by patent ſince the union, and of courſe 


having an equal right to vote at the laſt election of Peers of Scot- 
land, as the Duke of Queenſberry and the Earl of Abercorn, 
had duly qualified and attended the election; where he had pub- 
licly declared, that although he did not think that Peers, ſtanding 
in the ſituation which he did, had any right to vote, yet as he 
underſtood that theſe two noble Lords Fa. ſignified their inten- 


tion of claiming and exerciſing ſuch right, he would alſo give his 


vote, in order to counteract fuch an attempt, in caſe the return- 
ing officers ſhould receive or count the votes of the other two no- 
ble Lords. This, however, they refuſed to do, in obedience to 
reſolutions of their Lordſhips Houſe, The petition went _ 
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ſtate the names of the Peers for whom his Lordſhip declared, upon 
his honour, and offered to ſwear, he would have voted in caſe 
the returning officers had acted differently; and that, under theſe 
circumſtances, the petitioner truſted that his vote ought equal! 
to be admitted as thoſe of the Duke of Queenſbetry and the E 
of Abercorn; and it concluded with praying, that the Houſe 
would take the matter into their conſideration, and do therein as 
to their Lordſhips ſhould ſeem proper. | | 

Alter the petition had been read, 

The DUKE of LEEDS moved, that the petitioner ſhould 

8 admitted to be heard by his counſel, at the bar, in ſupport of 
e petition. e 

he LORD CHANCELLOR left the Woolſack, and ex- 

preſſed his decided opinion, that it was impoſſible the Houſe 

could hear counſel on the petition: in fact, no vote had been 

2 by the Noble Earl, who had himſelf no proper intereſt to 


1 


rin 
Lordſhips from any perſon having ſuch intereſt :—He. would 
therefore ſimply move, from reſpect to the Noble Petitioner, that 
the petition do lie the table. | FO Jorts SST. 
STANHOPE argued warmly that counſel ought to 
The motion for admitting the petitioner to be heard by his 
counſel was then put and negatived, and the petition ordered to 
lis on the table, © 1 9 1 
The DUKE of LEEDS ſtated in forcible terms the extreme 
hardſhip and injuſtice, under the whole circumſtances of the caſe, 
-- 08 refuling to admit the vote of his Noble Relation, while thoſe. 
given by the Duke of Queenſberry and the Earl of Abercorn 
Pad been admitted; and concluded with moving, * That 
the Earl of Kinnoul being a Peer of Scotland, &c. having 
attended the election of Peers of Scotland, on the 24th day 
of May, 1790, and having been prevented from voting by 
the deputies of the Lord Clerk Regiſter havin refuſed to 
receive the votes of Peers ſtanding in the fame fituation with 
bim, from a reſpectful deference to an order of their Lotd- 
| ſhips, of date the 18th of May, 1787; and that his Lotdſhip 
having now declared the names of thoſe Peers for whom he would 
have voted at ſaid election, if he had not been thus ptevented, 
bis vote ought now to be received and counted in their favour.” 
This motion was oppoſed by Lord Cathcart and Lord Gren- 
ville, and ſupported by Earl Mansfield and Earl Stanhope; and 
upon the queſtion being put, it was negatived without a diviſion. 
'EARL STANHOPE then moved to. reſolve, that the vote of 


”- 


- 


7 ng orward the matter, and no application was before their 


| the Earl of Kinnoul was duly tendered at the laſt election of the . 
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LORD GRENVILLE: aha ee Saito 


| to examine and count the votes given for the different 3 at 


1 laſt leQtion, and. to report. to th TT LG LEA 
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LORD CATHCART brought up the 10855 of 83 commit- 
tec appointed to count the votes given at the laſt election of Scotch 
Peers: —and after the report had been read by the clerk, Lord 
Cathcart ſtated the reſult to be, that all the Noble Lords who 
had already taken their ſeats in the Houſe were duly elected.— 
That the 4 of Selkirk and Stair were alſo duly elected.— 
| * That there {till remained one „ SF that Age Peers, 

who were Swen at the election, an equal number of 
-, yotege:: 
TOD GRENVILLE moved, that the Clerk of the Crown 
do attend the Houſe on e next (June 10), ta amend the 
return. — Ordered. - 
The order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
dil for regulating the government and trade of India, the bill 
was reada third time and paſſed. 

The EARL of LAUDERDALE ſtated, that he found it 
| neceſſary to defer making the motion which he meant to have 
done, as to the election of a Peer of Scotland, in the room of 
Lord Viſcount Stormont (now Earl Mansfield) ; but gave no- 
tice that he would make a motion. on ee 4 
fe nnight (June 14). 

[OI to June 10. BE 


Jonx 3 10. 


/1ePpACHMENT.” | e 


LORD > GBENVILLE moved, that a meſſage ſhould be foot 
to the Houſe of Commons, that their Lordſhips would proceed 
_- further in the trial of. Warten Haſtings, Eſq. on the ſecond 
Ioueſday of the next ſeſſion of nen TX 
5 bers. took place, in which many Noble Lords took 
part; and an amendment was moved by Earl Stanhope, 
to ſubſtitute the words Wedneſday next“ —in place of“ the 
x : Tooond © Twelve in the next ele of Farliament 155 on which 
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; which motion was allo neguived without 2 
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5 The or iginal motion was then put and carried without à di- 
| viſion ; 2 e ſent to the Houſe of Commons accord - 


| 0 Clerk of the Crown attended and amended the return 
of the From hr Saotland. . © Ly 


| 


DUDLEY CANAL "BILL, | 


On a motion for printing the evidence taken'before the came 

mitter on this bill, after ſome debate the Houſe an | 

| Contents - FS. 9 | 
Noa Content: e „ 


E Stk TRADE. 


The DUKE of CLARENCE expreſſed a wiſh, that their 
= Lordſhips ſhould proceed in the hearing of evidence on the ſlave 
J trade, as a gentleman was at preſent in town, whoſe evidence 
would be loft t to the committee if their Lordſnips did not comply 

with his deſire. 
EARL FITZWILLIAM expreſſed a wiſh that the buſineſs 


ſhould be deferred. 
, The BISHOP of Sr. DAVID's, after a few words, moved, 
l that the further hearing of evidence on the African flave trade 


be poſtponed to the ſecond ee in next ſethon, which Was 
t 8 to. 
e 


F Joxe II, F 
| Lord Auckland was introduced with the uſual eine be. 
7 tween Lords Grenville and Amherſt, and took the oaths "an his 


ſeat. 

EARL STANHOPE mote an zue to his Majeſty, pray 

ing that his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to give diree- 

tions, that the memorial preſented by d Auckland and the 
Imperial Miniſter at the Hague, to * States General of the 
United Provinces, be laid before that Houſe, _ 

1 LORD HAWKESBURY faid, he was hopefulthat the No- 


d ble Earl would not perfiſt in preſſing this motion on the Houſe, 
d in the abſence of the Noble Secretary of State (Lord Gren- 
ville), who had been only gone from the Houſe very few Mj-= 
k ute 
, The EARL. of LAUDERDALE dn, wn although: the 
10 Noble Secretary of State was not then in the Houſe," yet ſeveral 
h f his Majeſty's Cabinet Miniſters were, and he could not accedo 
| o the do ind that his Noble Friend was called upon to delay 
aking the / preſent motion; or that it could with any pro- 
: riety be ſtated as an objection to its being then made, that 
0 lubject of it was a matter _— 1 within the 


e 


6 


3 department of the Noble Secretary of State, and that it was 

| * "therefore an improper ſubject to be diſcuſſed while. that Noble 
| Lord was abſent. —Beſides the very ſame paper had been already 
Haid before the Houſe of Commons, as wud from the vote; 

| * What objection there. 

fore could there poſſibly be to laying before their Lordſhips ; 
paper which had already been made public through the mediun 


6f that Houſe on their Lordſhips' table. 


of the Houſe of Commons? Or who was the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs in the Houſe of Commons when it was there 
moved for? . _ VVßö½ Sw. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR left the Woolſack, and faid 
be did know whether there might really be any objection to 
. agrecing to the motion of the Noble Earl, if brought orward in 
4 proper manner; but, as the Noble Secretary of State had been 


preſent during the whole time, from the ſitting of the Houſe til 


within a few minutes before the motion was made, and as it waz 
4 matter of department, he certainly conceived that the Noble 
Earl ought either to have brought forward his motion earlier, cr 
to have given notice to the Noble Secretary of State that he in- 
_ tended to make it; his Lordſhip ſaid, he kid not reſt upon parlia- 
mentary form, but wiſhed rather to addreſs their Lordſhips as gen- 
temen, and to aſk whether it would be fair or candid to preſs the 
Houſe to decide upon the motion then, under theſe circumſtances! 
He would therefore conclude with moving the previous quel- 
. _ EARL STANHOPE roſe to ſpeak to the previous queſtion. 
He ſaid he was aſtoniſhed to hear the Noble and Learned Lord ad- 
dreſs their Lordſhips as gentlemen; for in all his reading or knowledge 


1 the conſtitution of this country, he had never read or heard of 


ſuch a Houſe as a Houſe of Gentlemen. Although he could by no 

means agree to the doctrine which he had juſt heard with reſpect 
to department, he might probably have thought it right to have 
given ſome kind of notice of his intention to make the preſent 
motion, had not the very ſame paper which he now moved for 
been already laid before the Houſe of Commons ;—and he never 
could admit it to be a matter of doubt, or that could admit of diſ- 
euſſion, whether a paper ought to be ſubmitted to the inſpection 
of their Lordſhips, which had already been laid before the Houle 
of Cotnmons?— He would therefore divide the Houſe on the pre- 

Jogos loa ne on or tg 1 Fog 
_- LORD CATHCART faid, he conceived that the rules 
of the Houſe required, that when any Noble Lord made a mo- 
tion for laying any paper before the Houſe, he ought to ſtate fo 
what pufpoſe he moved for it, and what he meant to found upon 
it when produced; and that a previous notice of ſuch inte: 
motion ſhould be given. ” Th 
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table.” 


The {| 


witneſſes e 


This was | 
moved an amendment, viz. to leave out the words, 
table,” and inſert, © be now conſidered.” 

This occaſioned a dry debate. 
peakers were, Lord Cathcart,” Lord Portcheſter, the 


The LORD CHANCELLOR was then proceeding to read 
the motion, in order to 73 the queſtion, when 1 
EARL STANHO | | 
cid, and that it was really a matter of indifference to him, whe- 
ther he made the motion that day or the next, he had no objec. 
ton to withdraw it, giving notice that he would bring it forward 
2gain to- morrow. a et RD 


E ſtated, that fince ſo much had been 


7 


Joxe 12. 


Report on the Dudley canal bill. 
LORD CATHCA 


T moved, that the ſame do lie on the 


reſiſted by the EARL of LAUDERDALE, who b 
* lie on the 


Lord Chancellor, Lord Aylesford, Lord King, Lord Coventry, 
and Lord Lauderdale. | | - 
LORD, CATHCART con 


tended, that the evidence of the 
xamined by the committee was ſo much interlined, and 


ſo complicated in the 1 that it was impoſſible to be read 
fluently by the clerk, or in ſo 

their Lordſhips any clear or ſatisfactory information of what had 
been ſaid by the witneſſes examined before the committee. His 
Lordſhip alſo reſted on the uniform practice of the Houſe, not 


diſtin a manner as to convey to 


o take a report of ſo much importance into conſideration imme- 


the preſent inſtance, would be a moſt unprecedented proceeding, 


dately after it had been laid on the "T and faid, that to do it in 


LORD 


that he had a petition to preſe 
propoſed the previous queſtion. | 


The LORD CHANCELLOR ſpok 


PORTCHESTER ſupported the motion, and ſlated | 
nt againſt the bill. His Lordſhip 


e to the order of their 


proceedings, and informed the Noble Lord, that the previous 
phy could not be put upon an amendment. Hig ſhip 


ſtated that 


the regular mode of practice that had obtained, was, 


for the Houſe to accede tothe p tion firſt moved, and by ſuf _ 


kring the 


report to lie on the table, to give way for a ſubſequent 


notion, ** that it be taking intg conſideration the next, or any 


ſuture ys 


LOR 


LAUDERDALE inſiſted upan it, that the minutes 


yere not complex, or ſo intricate as not to be perfectly intelligi- 
ble and capable of being read fluently by the clerk, re was, 
bis 8 but one amendment made by the committee, 


LORD 
the comfai 


ORTCHESTER faid, much of the proceedings of - 
ttee might upon inveſtigation be objected to Wer- i, 


I Two petitions on the ſubject were then preſented, read, and or- 


TORT IH 2 3 2 8 24 
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ent Lords individually, although it had received the ſanction of 
the majority of the committee, and therefore the fact was not 
that the ſingle amendment remained for conſideration, _ 
At length, after much further argument, the Houſe divided 
twice, and it was carried by eleven to ten,; that the report do lie 
t T 1 


- tered to lie on the table. 
Ton AUCKLAND's MEMORIAL. | | 
EARL STANHOPE roſe, in conſequence of the notice that 


interrupted, ? id had after that been obliged to leave the Houſe. 
The Earl ſaid, 


not enter into the merits of Ses, but would . 


Juvs 13, 1793- 1 0 v R NAL. 329 
be a way. Havi read the motion, his Lord” 
handed "prays wy 80 
f ORD AUCKLAND Cad. he was forry to fin himſelf no- 
ticed by their Lordſhips as ſoon as he had taken his feat, but that 
then roſe to ſecond the Noble Earl's motion. He could not 
ut remark, however, that as the memorial in queſtion had a re- 
bie Een ph wma faking, 1 _— for 2 — 
ble 8 ing, to have them at the 
ſame time. He did not 1 — this obſervation, he faid, with any 
view Whatever to ſet up an objection to the motion. He was 
perfectly willing that every Rep taken by him during his em- 
baſly ſhould be canvaſſed and conſidered, either fingly or jointly, 
juſt as Noble Lords thou aght proyer proper. When the paper in queſ- 
tion ſhould be before the Houſe, it would be for their Lordſhips 
\ decifion, what j Jo t to paſs it. For that deciſion be 
waited with confidence and cheerfulneſs. He was con- 
| ſcious that, in every tranſaction during his embaſſy, his conduct 
and his 0 4 hens conformable to the ſpirit of his inſtruc- 
tions, and eonſiſtent with thoſe principles on which he had uni- 
formly ated. He added, that he had no ſcruple to admit, that he 
had thought it his duty to take every meaſure, and to exp _ 
every ſentiment, that i itſelf to his mind as at all li 
ſtem the torrent of anarchy, confuſion, murder, wickedneſs, — 
ay and madneſs, that diſtracted ſociety, and deſtroyed all happi- 
and ſecurity in the neighbouring country. 
EARL STANHOPE faid, if the Noble Lord thou 3 
any other papers were neceſlary to elucidate his conduct re 
the paper in queſtion, he might move for them, but for 
he was ſatisfied with moving for the — — 1E 
he Noble Lord likewiſe could ſhew that he had: ated in con- 
formity to his inſtructions, in that caſe the ground of cenſure 
Id be ſhifted, and would in juſtice be applicable elſe chere. 
LORD AUCKLAND, in explanation, deſired this Ban 
chat he had not ſaid, that what the memori 
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|| The order of the day being read, for raking into. een 
he report of the committee on this bill; | ; 
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with moving, that the bill be recommitted.” 


- Portcheſter, the Earl of Aylesford, the Biſhop of St. David's, 
and Lord Thurlow, - 
: „ eee. of the oy e ts 
tach the prope individ 
3 to os public. On the other hand, the Earls 
of Lauderdale and Coventry, and Lord King, argued: firongly 
1 the motion and in favour of the bill. 


5 vided, 


_ -terday preſented a petition to the Houſe, ſhould be allowed. * be 
reading 8 
5 being iutended only for the purpoſe of delay in the laſt ſtage of 


day for the third reading of this bill. q 
__ LORD PORTCHESTER moved, that the bill be read a 
ee BF UN HO. 15 


© Laine #1 
LON CATHCART reſe, and, after BO g, in 2 


terms, various clauſes and enactments of che bill, conclu 
A debate enſued on this motion, which was el by Lord 


who expreſſed with much energy their 
q moſt unjuſt and violent at- 
„without holding out an 


en, en the bill the > Houſe 


he Contes \ rm 12 e h 
| 3 le | 18 1 
N Beni Henſon were propoſed by N Catheart ad the Earl 
of Aylesford, which were negatived without a diviſion. - 
| 0 reading the only amendment made to the bill in the com- 
mittee, the Earl of C ventry moved, that the Houſe do dif- | 
agree with their committee in ſaid amendment. 
LORD CATHCART ſpoke in favour of hs amendment 


| made _ the committee, and oppoſed the motion. 


On the queſtion that the Houſe do dil ee with _ commit- 


I tee on the ny ons the Houſe wen tes, 1 
8 275 wy TG 


nts. Aw $4 Le. Wea ty 
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| It „After „ib. on the motion of the Earl of Lauderdale, the 
; bill was ordered to be read a third time to- morroõẽw-w. 


LORD PORTCHESTER moved, that certain 3 
of the town of Birmingham, from whom his Lordſhip had yeſ- 


heard by their counſel at the bar againſt the bills on the: third 
The EARL ef LAUDERDALE objected. to-the-motion, | 


the bill, and at the preſent advanced period of the ſeſſion 
The queſtion: was then ae and ee without, 3 


' MoH 7 WE 

Jour 14. 2 11 he be af 

| „ vont CANAL BILL. f7 e FIT | 
The EARL of LAUDERDALE moved 55 1 af the 


h: 
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- - — 


* 
tions 


Aucl 


th c 


Unit 


Gener 
Lord t 


* 
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ror pram divided on the motion. of Lord Portcheſter. Ra er 
FFP 9 745 
Not Contents | — | 
| The bill was thew read a third cime.and paſſed. 
©. LEEDS AND LIVERPOOL .CANAL BILL. 15 
„The EARL of DERBY brought up the report of the com- 


mittee on this bill; and moved, Wot! the ſame. be now taken into | 


conſideration, 8 
The EARL of BALCARRAS ſieve gly oppoſed the bill. 
LORD THURLOW, in a long matt ſtated a variety of 
objections to different clauſes of the bill, and moved, that it be 
recommitted to a committee, to hs 2 that day three months: 
This latter motion was ſupported ke of Bridgewa- 
ter, the Earl of Balcarras, and Earl y harry and oppoled by 
the Duke of Norfolk and Earl Fitzwilliam. 21 
| The Houſe divided on the motion for hs recommitment. 
75 | Contents Pts THIN 20G 30 
4 ͤ (k 2c.» 
Not Contes 211 07 
enn —U— — 9 30 
anti} the bill - - q 
\ LORD 5 je 1 
Auckland and the Count de emberg, at the on the 
| ob of April, 1793, and preſented to t the 
nited Provinces ; and alſo feveral other papers relative to the 
ſaid memorial, which were ordered to lie on the table. 
EARL; ST ANHOPE roſe, and obſerved, that the Noble 
Lord (Auckland), who was not then preſent in the Houfe, hav- 
ing on a former day ſtated this memorial to have been founded on 
the inſtructions he had received, he was 5555 to find that theſe 
inſtructions were not among the papers which had juſt been pre- 
ented by the Noble of State; he truſted, therefore, 
hat the inſtructions alluded to would either be preſented on 
onday, or that the defence reſted on them would then be 


| — —His Lordſhip concluded with moving, that co on 1355 of 
), 


he inſtructions tranſmitted to the Noble Lord (Aucklan 

ear the memorial had been founded, ſhould by laid before the 
ouſee. 

The DUKE of LEEDS aun dd to the Noble Earl (Stan- 

hope), that probably the better way would be to diſpoſe, in the 

firſt place, of his motion on the memorial preſented io the States 

General by the Noble Lord (Auckland). Should that Noble 
ord throw 5 cefence upon the inſtructions he had received, it 


u 2 | would 


Jos 1% 0 JOURNAL © ap 


715 
—— — to the Houſe, Ga Ahe | 
tions from his Majeſty, a of the memorial, ſigned by by Lord ; 
ague, 


States General of the 
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would then be time enough for the Noble Earl to move for theſe 
inſtructions.—If the Noble Earl ſhould move for both, previous 
to the diſcuſſion on one, his Lordſhip would have the. double 
_ taſk of attacking the Noble Lord (Auckland) who had preſented 
the memorial, and alſo the Noble Secretary of State, by whom 
the inſtructions had been tranſmitted. 
-EARL STANHOPE declared, that he wah perfectly ready to 
| attack either of the 3 Lords, mould their conduct appear to 
him to be deſerving of publit ceuſure. 1 | 
LORD GRE v1 LE ſaid, he was ready to meet any mo- 
tion for cenſure. which might be brought forward againſt him by 
the Noble Earl, on account of any concern which he might 
| have had in the memorial proſerned | the. Noble Lord (Auck- 
land) to the States Getreral. 
| cnt. STANHOPE er eben his1 motion for the 
7 7 e X 1 


ee e irn eee — TM , 


LORD GRENVILLE preſented a convention 8 
Great Britain and Ruſſia, in relation to eommeros, Wer at Lon- 
don, on the 25th of March, 179 
Alſo a- Convention between Sa "GEM and Great Britain Ggned 
at London, on the 11th of April, 1993. 
Alſo a ſubſidiary treaty with the Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, = 
at London, on the'2oth'of April, 2793 41 
All which papers were ordered to onthe vile. 


S coren PEERAGE., 


e EARL of LAUDERDALE dene that the,reſolutions 
of the Houſe-in 1787, that the Pulee of Queenſberry'and the | 
Earl of Abercorn, being created Peers. of Great Britain by pa- 

tent, ceaſed to fit in that Houſe as mag for eee, 
of Scotland, might be read which being 

Tbe EARL of-LAUDERDALE aaa ge 66 That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his; Majeſty, to requeſt that his 
Majeſty would be — pleaſed to iſſue his royal proclama- 
tion for the election of a Parr to repteſent the Peerage of —4 
land in Parliament, in the room of Lord Viſconnt Stor 
who fince bis election had taken his eat in * Houſe, 1 Earl 


A 1 


'of Mansteld, in: Middleſen. 
Led Sydney, the Duke of Montroſe, and Lond Grewilk 15 
e after which the Houſedivided, 5. . ++ BMI orvin: 
a Contento ** 11 Hein K dl wh expret 
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Not Contents . OW; „ 18 V Was tC 


Proxies 2K „ 14—32 


1 
1 \ 


6 4 "I © / '> * r 8 a 1 . the ds”, ö 4 : «71, - X 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to the 19th, " 
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MEMORIAL OF LORD AUCKLAND AND COUNT STAHREMBERG. = 


EARL STANHOPE. roſe to make his promiſed motion, 
lative to the memorial to the States General, dated the 5th 
of April 1793, which he introduced by a very long, various, 
nd - extraesdinary. ſpeech, extremely pointed, extremely 2 
onal,” and extremely vehement in manner as well as violent 
n matter. It is utterly impoſſible for us to attempt to 
olow: the Noble Earl regularly through the ample field of 
rgument occupied by him; we muſt therefore content our- 
Ives * preſent the public with ſome few 
f the moſt prominent features of his Lordſhip's ſpeech. The 
Earl began with declaring that, however much his hearers might 
lifter as to the juſtice or neceſſity of the war in which the 
ountry- was unfortunately engaged, however ſome Noble Lords 
night feel inclined to concur with him in thinking that the 
var was a Calamity that could have been avoided, or might en- 
ertain the oppoſite ſentiment, that it was Paz neceſſary, and 
navoidable, he flattered himſelf their ſhips would be. 
animous in their opinion, that the miſeries of war ſhould not 
ze unneceſſarily aggravated and increaſed, ſince fuch conduct 
ould only provoke bloody and ruinous retaliation. It was on 
this conſideration that he *r he could not diſcharge his 
duty to their Lordſhips and to himſelf without endeavouring to 
render a memorial, the contents of which had filled his mind 
„Vith horror when he firſt read it, the ſubject of the molt ſerious 
conſideration of that Houſe. It might be aſked; why,. if the: 
ict were as he ſtated it to be, he had deferred calling the atten- 
tion of that Houſe to a memorial dated ſo long ago wants 
till the middle of June. The reaſon was the abſence! of tt 
Noble Lord who had ſigned the paper, and the rumour that it 
was well known prevailed in this country, that the Noble Lord 
was coming home to take his ſeat in that Houſe. As ſoon as 
the Noble Lord did come home, their Lordſhips well knew that 
he (Lord Stanhope) had taken the earlieſt opportunity of giving 
otice of his intention to ſubmit the memorial to thei E 
ſhips ſerious conſideration. The Earl ſaid, it was a moſt extta- 
ordinary circumſtance, that during the American war, a paper - i} 
expreſſing the ſame ſentiments preciſely which the memorial _ 
contained, had been publiſhed, and among the ſignatures to it "Mm 
was to be found that of the Noble Lord who had —— 


* 


— ary mooyeyonpapdy 
— — —-— _ 
SOLE a N «x 4 4 ac * 
r — 


* 1 — 


2 Weng 
— — 
= 
— IT — a 
* ——ů—ů—ů ůů— — — 
— RN 
— Cans... 4 
2 dag, any —— * 2 Tp 
— 


1 


1334 | PARLIAMENT AR Y:1 -Lonrs, i 700 


memorial then before their Lordſhips, and marked No. 5, 5 | Burg 
the printed papers. upon their table. That paper, publiſhed by Lordf 


the commiſſioners in America, had in 1778 provoked the obſer- new” 1 
vation of that Houſe, aud a Kew many of the moſt reſpect- Garato 
able among t eir Lordſhips h deemed it deſerving - of cenſure | by a v 
for the ſentiments it held forth, which were conſidered as whole 
unworthy of the magnanimity and generoſity of the Britiſh that al 


_ Nation. It was. true that the majority of the Houſe had de- 
cided againſt the motion of cenſure brought forward on that oc- 
caſion, but a proteſt had been aſterwards entered on their jour- 
nals, to: which the very reſpectable name of Lord Camden 
had among others been, ſubſcribed, and of which proteſt he 

FF.. „ ²˙ m —»ÜXͤͤ ²ůä Ä 
Becauſe the public law of nations, in affirmance of the dictates 

of nature, and the precepts of revealed religion, forbids us to re- 
ſort, to the extremes of war upon our own opinion of their ex- 
pediency, or in any caſe to carry on war for the purpoſe of 
deſolation. We know that the rights of war are odious, and 
inſtead of being extended upon looſe conſtructions and ſpecula- 
tions of danger, ought to be bound up and limited by all the re- 
ſtraints of the moſ rigorous. conſtruction. We are ſhocked to 
ſee the law of nature, felf-preſervation, perverted and abuſed 
into a principle deſtructive : of all the laws; and a rule laid 
down, by which our own ſafety is rendered incompatible with 
the proſperity of mankind. Thoſe objects of war which cannot 
be compaſſed by fair and honourable hoſtility, ought not to be 
compaſſed at all. An end that has no means but ſuch as ate 
unlawful, is an unlawful end, &c. ..- +: 2 | 


The Earl commented on the words. he had read, and again 
repeated, that all memorials holding language of ill- timed 
menace only ſerved to irritate and provoke retaliation. He 
ſupported this aſſertion by arguments deduced from paſt ex- 
perience, and deſired their Lordſhips to recollect what had been 
the conſequences that had followed the memorials and proclama- 
tions that had been put forth in their own time, of the deſcrip- 
tion in queſtion... General Burgoyne's famous proclamation de- 
nouneing vengeance. againſt the Americans, could not be out of 
their Lordſhips memory. From what he had afterwards known 
of the humane mind of that gentleman , he did not believe that 
General. Burgoyne ever ſeriouſly intended to put his threats in 
practice, had he been able io carry them into execution; but 
hat had been the conſequence of publiſhing that proclamation? | 
The Americans were ſo irritated. that they inſtantly formed 2 | 


torce made up of peaſants and huſpandmen; and took. General | 


5 Burgoyne 


cd 
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Burgoyne and his whole army priſoners. In proof of this his 
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new to the "Houſe, In marching the captured army from 
Saratoga to Boſton, in a lane there was a ſudden halt, occaſioned 
by a waggon which ſtopped there; General Burgoyne and the 
whole party with difficulty paſſed, and the General obſerved 
that all the Americans, as they went by, pulled off their hats 
and paid great reſpeck to the waggoner, on which the General 
with an air of ſcorn aſked who that was whom they treated 
with ſuch particular reſpect? To which they replied, WI 
don't you know, General? you of all men ſhould know that's 
lonel ſuch a one (naming him) who took you and your 
army priſoners. Let their Lordſhips, having heard this, recol- 
lect what was the effect of the abominable gaſconades of the 
ke of Brunſwick ? Proclamations ſo groſs and unjuſtifiable, 
that when he ſaw the firſt of them he really thought it was a 
orgery and a trick of the French to ſerve their own end. 
What had been the conſequences of ſuch empty impolitic mea- 
ſures? The French, who had not an army, were fo rouſed at 
he infolent declaration that the Duke would march to Paris, 
nd put all the inhabitants to the ſword, without diſtinction of 
ge or ſex, that they inſtantly raiſed an army, which they were 
vithout before, and went and obliged the Duke of Brunſwick 
o retreat with diſgrace. He did not, he ſaid, allude to that 
liſh production, written among the tombs of a church-yard, 


eee proved, that extravagant menaces defeated the very 
nd they were deſigned to ſerve, and only produced retaliation 
nd ruin; He condemned the memorial of Lord Auckland on a 
Aariety of grounds, and faid, when the Houſe had firſt heard the 
| vject agitated, the Noble Lord had declared that he had acted 


y ſaying, in conformity to the Hpirit of his inſtructions; if 
the che Lord could ſatisfactorily make out that, then the cen- 


ſure due to him would devolve on another perſon, and that was 
s noble relation, the Secretary of State, who had ſaid the other 

day, that he would avid the reſponſibility with the Noble 

Lord who ſigned the memorial.“ That, Earl Stanhiope con- 

tended; was impoſſible, becauſe the reſponſibility muſt belon 

to one or other of the Noble Lords, and could not be divid 


ween them. Either the Noble Secretary did ſend Lord | 


Auckland inſtructious to publiſh ſuch a memorial, or he did not. 
In the one cafe” the blame would be wholly his own, in the 
other it would be wholly Lord Auckland's. Having urged this 


Lordſhip ſaid he would relate an anecdote which might 1 | 


which was couched in terms that exceeded the cruelty of a 
Herod, the vices of a Caligula, or the crimes of a Nero ! But 


cording to his inſtructions, which he had afterwards explained, 
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" pointedly,” the Earl procteded ce particular paſſages 
Auckland to'pronounce; my 


— viliting him 2 4 poet, but in fact to infult him, in the 
groſlel F and int brotal manner (Rr Cn _ Charles 
che Firſt; 4 conduct the more inhuman and -unjuſtifiable, as 
Milton was then aged, infirm, ill, and blind. Charles the 
Second treated Milton on this occaſion with 3 . ee 
dut the Duke of Vork went much farther, and abuſed him in 


any crimes committed by me in che courſe of my life, what 
crimes muſt not your Highneſs's father have committed to have 
rovoked from Providence fo ſevere a judgment as the loſs of 
is head ?” Earl Stanhope, after this ſtory, reprobated in ſtrong 
terms all political proceedings founded on pretences of religion, | 
and ſaid; we might have as juſtifiably have delivered all the 
Proteſtants that took refuge in this country from the perſecution 
of Louis the Fourteenth, to certain death, as publicly declared 
in the memorial of the 5th of April, that all members of the 
national convention who came into Holland ſhould be ſent 
back to certain ſlaughter at Paris. His Lordſhip then procceded 
to ſtate his general opinion of the memorial, and to condemn 
hard words as on all great occaſions unneceſſary. He ſaid abuſe 
was no argument, and of no uſe whatever; auy deſeription of 
perſons could call names, and it was wholly unworthy of Lord 
Auckland, ſince he could find Poiſſardes enough at Paris, and 
Fiſhwomen enough at Billingſgate, who would beat Lord 
Auckland out of the field in a conteik with ſuch weapons. 
That in fact 'a ſpeech conſiſting of abuſe merely was un- 
worthy of notiee, and only recoiled on the man who re- 
ſorted to ſuch à pitiful expedient; it reminded him of a 
ſpeaker,” who in another place made an attack ſo perſonally 
pointed and abnfiye on a gentleman of diſtinguiſhed eloquence, 
- that-it was generally expected it would have provoked: a hay 
3. 5 e | l 
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ſad this, the Noble Earl declared he could not but expreſs his 


Nas ta give to Great n, but on the he. eee 
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and keen. reply 5 dyn lo far from it, tirax t. the grnemn who had 
been ſo y. attacked, calmly faid,.* it — 9 imagined 
that he be moved to make a retort. to ſuch an attack, 
but that it was his opinion that a ſpeech, from which, if. you 


took ons e op wg fo yam 
was wholly unworthy of reply. 0 1 
N. when theſe words were uttered, Lor 0d dee haxp happened 
to join in the cry, which Lord Stanhope no obſerved, 
than he allotted the Noble Viſcount a 9 5503 in his A He 
ſaid, the Noble Viſcount, whoſe feelings ſtrangely altered 
by his by his ahve. of plats, had lately, told f their r ney 255 he 
leaſt. interruption ;,, it was extragrd on 
_—_— that he ſhould attempt to interrupt others; but be d 
aſſure the Noble . Viſcount, that it was impoſſible to put him 
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out; a cannon. fired cloſe by his car would not ſtop his bl: 
or interrupt him in the leaſt. He could not . Ls 
think it ſomewhat. ſingular, that the Noble Viſcount, who, in 1 
another Houſe of Parliament had fought with him in the 15 le 

ee and roared with him againſt the American war till 6 %% 
had proved victorious, put an end to the war, | Wt 

e Minifter, ſhould. all of 1 Arten become Ih) mighty | 1 


dee as not to be able to bear the ſlighteſt whiſper, and yet 
gp who, though not 
— — nice, might diſlike attempt at interruption. _— 
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ſurpriſe at the motives Which could have induced a man of 
Lord Auckland's acknowledged talents and governed temper 
to hold ſo violent and bloody a language as the memorial 
breathed. , Had it come from à Noble Lon high in ſtation, 
who had publicly, in the face of their Lordſhips, far loſt him- 
ſelf in momentary. rage, as to tear a paper, to pieces and ſhiver it 
to atoms, when the paper was the, property, of the Houſe, and 
not at his perſonal diſpoſal, it would not haye been to be 
wondered at, becauſe in that caſe every. body would ſay when 
they heard of it, *« You ought not to mind what that man does; 
775 t ou know. that he lately tore a, motion to pieces on the 
9 it was ſuppoſed he had loſt his ſenſes, or he would, 
as 4 matter of courſe, have been committed to the euſtody « of 
the uſher/of the black rod. .. In, the:courſe; of his argument he 
convaſſed the policy of the treaties: 1 id. upon the tab) 
and which, had been concluded with the: King o Sardinia, ;— 
the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel. He endeavoured, to turn We 
brſt 1 into, ridicule, as a treaty: founded in folly, partiality, a 
juſtice. He endeavoured to ſhew, that we. had engaged to — 
ſublidy to the King of Sardinia, not for any alliſtance that, bg | 
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fleet into the Mediterranean, and that we could not remove 


| Pointed in, as he flattered himſelf. the publie would not bear | 
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men for the f territories. 
455 8 that we oof mots 292205 treaty to "Pe 


84 wy 


it, let our exj be ever. ſo . _ r by the danger that 
| or Well Tad Hands might be i a5 e other accident. He 
 ebndemned this condition and inge in the . 
ree, and aſked, op irre a ſtipulation. as the fubje 
4 Britiſh fleet to che mien e of a foreign pow 
could haye been im magined. The treaty with che Landgrave 
of Heſſe Caſſel be cenfured- in pointed and fevers terms. 
He aſked; did it become the . Miniſters of a great Empire Like 
Great Britain, to bind themſelves to the owner of fo 


B*E'S 


and contemptible a 3 as Heſſe Caſſel, in a treaty which. on 
| the one hand-was hi . to che Landgrave, and s 
| rue ee e en La ee honed 
© Sadler th pen dgrave as our own, and to 
defend them 22 . 


other fide? merely to 8000 men for three years: a pretty 
cleat proof that ien — the war would laſt for three 
years; an Expectation which he hoped they. would he diſap- 


it, and without their conſent it could _ be carvied on, 2 


more than the American which they t an rod to, as 
he ſhould not be ir the ſmalleſt FR Pug pleaſed if they did 
the fame in the preſent inſtance. If we were to buy © 8 


mam fleſh, his Lordthip faid, we 107 better it out and out 
t once, and not in parcels, retail firſt and who] e afterwards. 7 
| Hs Lordſhip added à great variety of comments and remarks, all 
__ ealculated to * and enforce his argument. The Treaty 

with Ruſa Airy 7 ged the Earl's notice. He faid,' we hat 

bound ourſelves at treaty not to lay down our arms with- 
out the common gent of the allies; | He alked what France 
had taken from Ruſſia and England to give them occaſion to 
conclude ſuch a treaty ?, Was it to countenance the -horrid and 
deteſtablo act of . Foland? Did Miniſters. mean to 
blow hot, and cold at t 1 time, did they V Tb Nate t once 
to condemn.n d — o ore Peer © a meaſure ? The 


had publicly. d N * diviſion of . a 

crime. IIS app a in the declaration. It did 
82 Minifer ov. ow, that honour would be dil; graced 11 
Lene ihe, th I ary 12 5 8 22 — : 
; ip 5 iſeuſſed this ſu returned at length 
to the conſide 8 woplys che Weg N faid „ hat 


. to e and encourage the. idea of 
| September: Hg 05 the 15 of the deſcription. ge to in the 

LR E queſtion He deſcribed the mord ttanfactſonz of the 
EO of September , and faid-that a anon Miniſter 
was 
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na 
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E Auckland and the Count de 


April laſt, are of opinion chat the 
the faid declaration was to induce' the 
2 bring the French priſoners then in thivir hands, r , in 
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vn infiriitely worſe than et mob, derauſe' thers 
n this * : they were un 
t; void of ſyſtem, and without any ſertled plari of 


| ings whereas a Miniſter was ſuppoſed do reflect before he aQted, 
to proceed upon 
zu nt ſuggeſted, to be a niafter of policy, and 


ſuch grounds as ſober conſideration and ſound 


ified to act 
6 ſuperior line of a wiſe and experienced 
"Hi Lordſhip added, that in the caſe of 1778, to which he had 


referred, he was of _— Hoaoſe' had been called by 
), who'then made the mo- 
iſned by the commiſſioners in 


the Noble ing hs 


do paſꝭ a' vote of cenſure before they 
"a - cenforable conſtruction. 
Thit error he meant to avoid ir ths preſent ihſtarice, and there- 


fore fe ſhould move 8 ; 


ſtructiom than that it recommended the p — —.— 
jutled to to death, After which motion, . 
addreſs to his Majeſty, deſiring Bis Majeſty 6 div che me- 


morial, and it then would — for their Lordfliips to decide 
K the cenfure 'that ougbt to be paſſed ofr Lbrd Auckland. 


Lordfhip concluded with reading his firſt motion, which'wis 


1 follo flows: : | 
That the Houle, Kaving den us ins dh deus Gon- 


fideration' a; memorial preſented by his Excellency” Lord 
to their 

% Mightinefſes the States General at the Hague, the gth of 
and intention of 


te order to put them to death. 


As ſoon as the motion had been read cee, the woolfade; thi | 
SECRETARY of STATE 
| declaring, that the Noble Earl had introduced ſuch a. variety of 
matter wholly irrelative to the queſtion, and ſuid ſo little that 


Lerd Grenville) began with 


Panter referred to the eee 6 Lond tie would Won 
for him only to trou ir 

A e "i to change his oy Error 

mer day, that he was ready to divide the reſpon/ebility reſpect- 


11 memorial with the” Noble Lord who ſigned it, he was 


determined to 8 N 
nity of publicly ſt | and terbut of it 
was in conformity" to — urit 'of the —— which" the Noble 
Lord had received: inſtructiont; his Low(hip laid, were 


founded on the principles communicated by his Majeſty to bes 
. of e and * Wen | 
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their: Lordſhips were ſo loſt to the character and colour of their 
oyn conduct, as to paſs a cenſure on themſelves, for ſuch would 
de the effect of their adopting a motion, the tendency of which 
Vas confefledly to cenſure the principles of thrir own pro- 
 ceedings... Hie Lordſhip entered into a juſtification of the 
memorial, which; he ſaid, did no more than reflect Britiſh | 
feelings on a ſubject that revolted the mind of every man in the 


mane but even to human ſenſations, Did any man doubt that 


murder was a woſt atrocious crime, and that: it was extremely 


aggravated indeed, when it was not merely ſumple murder, but 
regicide, and that under cireumſtances the moſt e 
.cruel and ſavage ?:.;>The. Noble Earl had applied but a 
portion of his ſpeech to the ſubject of the memorial, and upon 
Its alleged criminality he had been unable to advance any 
one argument that was in the leaſt degree ſatisfactory er con- 
of perſonal abuſe and void of argument was unworthy of a 
reply. In what he had ſaid upon that point his noble relation 
had exactly given a deſcription: of his own ſpeech that day, and 
had taught the Houſe how they ought to appreciate what his 
noble refation bad thought proper to advance, {ince taking away 
Zenn of argument to reply to. Amidſt the variety of irrela- 
tive and extraneous matter that the Noble Earl had introduced, 
he had told a ſtory of what had paſſed between Milton and 
Charles the Second and his brother; but from whenct he had 
taken it, he was perfectly at a loſs-to-imagine,: as he had never 
vet met with the anecdote. in his reading, nor ever heard of it 
before. All the obſervations relative to different proclamations, 
and a variety of topies alluded. to by bis noble relation, Lord 
Grenville (aid he ſhould paſs by as by no means applicable to 
the ſubject of the queſtion before the Houſe; and therefore im- 
proper to be mads a part of the debate of the da. 
-; Lord: Grenville in che courſe of his reply took particular 
notice of what his noble relation had ſaid reſpecting the treaties 
with Sardinia; with Heſſe Caſſel, and with Ruſſia. -He: ſaid the 
Noble Earl ſeemed to have choſen; to put a conſtruction upon 
Wartanted, He. would venture to ſay, that treaties more be- 
neficial to this country never were concluded: Where the 
Mohle Earl und any words in the treaty with Sardinia, that 
that we had agreed to place a. Britiſh fleet in the Mediterrancan, 


- 


under the ſole command of a foreign power, and thut it cnull 
5 5 5 EN ; dot, 
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not, if oceaſion or e Gia e e 


any part of the Bel empire, he was at 2 loſs to imagine. 


Sute he was chere was not any thing in the treaty to'bear out 
ſuch an extravagant Inferenoe. With regard to the treaty with 
Ruffiaz-the: Noble Earl was equally mi for if he had 

t his on argument vice 3 it would be ftritly applicable, 
far not wien nie compared the chance of the probable loſſes of 
Ruſſia by the war with the probable loſſes of Great Britain. 
He aſſerted that all that the Noble Earl had ſaid on the ſubje& 
of the treaties was inapplicable to them in general, and to the 
queſtion in partieular; his Lordſhip ſaid, it would have been 


* — and convenient to their Lordſhips, if his noble 


relation had given notice of à ſpecific motion on the ſubject, and 
moved that their Lordſhips be ſummoned for” the occaſion. 
Speaking of the memorial; I Grenville ſaid, if there was any 
one part of it that could be deen vulnerable, he confeſſed it 


wa that part which) ſpoke of the. Divine Lx not 


having been tardy in puniſhi — Prog deteſtable regici Cer- 
tainly, his Lordifip ſaid, con that House. 5 t one part 
of it, as a religious aſſembly, it muſt be deemed rather preſimp- 
tuous ſor any mortal being to pronounce upon the opera of 
divine vengeance, but he could not nevertheleſs but obſerve to 
their Lordſhips the ſingular p n of events of à moſt 
a marked and impreffive nature that had followed the atrocious 
crime of Lr their monareh und Which ſo ſtrongly re- 
minded every. thinking man of ' the” manifeſt interference of 
Providence. In France, the men Who had in ſueceſſion ſtood 
forward in the overthrow of juſt authority and Law,, and order, 
had in their turn become the victims of the anarchy they had 
introdaced: thus the very man who was ſent to the aktaek of 
the: defenceleſs republic of Holland delivered inte their hands 
the men Who gave him the criminal -commiſſion;” Go hes 
the authors of the diabolical maſſacre of che 19th 3 
were now ocupying the ſame priſons which they filled 
with their victims, but who, he ſincer 1 2 Srpc 
experience the ſame fate. Having diſcuſſed all _ points in 
Ear}: Stanhope's ſpeech which did refer ee to Lord 
Aveklantfs memorial, and juſtifed that paper ce 
concluded with reading an àmendment, th "jel ef which 
was:todechre the appfobation ef the Hans the language 
held in the memorial, and to give its entire ſtippoxt and ſanction 
in that particular part of his Noble Friends diplomatic conduct. 
EARL.ST ANHOPE aid,” he"afſerted* only" what he found 
in the memorial, which was that the perſons in cuſtody of the 
Auſtrians were liable to be tried, and to be put to death. He 
k‚ . the interpretation of the Noble Secretary was 
| incompatible 
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chipatible with tn letter of th me could not men 
they. were to be delivered up 9 ow could 
Nc 1 that they were to be denied an aſylum ; that-former de- 
7 ro 


"a 


had gone to require;,. t' ſated- that there were 
ng mu the . e delivered vp 


Dumouner, wp were there In the caſe of bet liable to be ſub. 
2 to the Fa e 0 law, Peg: pied 7. f why 
He e land would ir a criminal to 


be delivered ed. up, gay al pt, loble- Sceretary!s defence. of the 
aſlado Fr 8 18, that he an 2 meaſure gags 


' Ne ale A ere 
wit, e an Aa t to eo rl on the accafion. . | 
Wie bat, wh Kr ſubject was agitated ee oy 
oule came to a ſolemn « on the ſubject, and de- 
a 15 a reſolution | entered on the. ournals, that there was 

unal or vunjuſtifiable in the paper ained of 
or frm —— —— rs 
not from principles merely o t on 

1 that Muff be be equally le to all their wt gy 
at to vey gre of them tl rhe; uae gion? 
public rice, hen bee expreſſed his hope that it might reaſon- 
ably. be » expect d,, that when the Hou of Lords, by a feſolu- 
tion paſſed their deciſive ju any meaſure taken by 
a n 3 * de ed, wens, f. 5. 
9 anted by. he Houſe to the individual reſpecting the par- 

ay, of. his conduct, made the ſubje&t of be te; and 
that th ie imputation OF. charge, whatever. it might be, was 
that moment ſet at eſt for ever. He next ſaid he ſhould not 
have croubled their Lordſhips. that day, but that he was anxious | 
to ſeparate himſelf from 7. 5 ſtrange company with which the 
Notle Ext ha been pleaded io mingle hin and not to be con- 
Hidered 'as le of being joined, with any ſort of propriety, 
Wich King Ed Caligula, and Nero, and the various ſtrange 
and extravagant e Whicb the Noble Earl had choſen to de- 
Hap and ornament the lome w- Fair ſhow-cloth that he 


151 for 8 day s exhibition, 05 
LDFORD ſad, chat the. motion. of the 
al. EARL would have paſſed * without much dillon: 


2 þ 1 * Ry 
a man in 


opinion, but far the obſervations and the amendment made 
. chte He certainly. could _ bony the 7 ES 
the Noble Earl, becauſe he * not agree 9 chat it Was 
the intention of that paper to take awa NT eh liver of the French 
| commiſſi6ners. . Thele commiſſioners” 
of the Imperial army, and they had no occaſion therefore for 


but 
n 
- 
4 


| execuby 8 fe. b this Am, but though he could 
not vin ih the Noble Earl in ' aGxing to it t cenſure he 
6515 12 "us wok could he — the praiſe given it by the 


Noble 8 cretaty of State. W 0 of the guilt of e 
0 0 E merely eareleſũ 
an 28 calculated to inflame the people of France, and 1 
is Tanbetoming the dignity of Great Britain, inaſmuch as 
was a miſerable triumpli 'over theſe un 
would therefore nove che previous queſtion. H 

| defain their Lprdſhips n N 
for: one, certainly 8 7 
the war for if 1 
us ambition bean 7 5 7 the ies h 


*; £5 4 


e people of this country, had been 
barks an ever they were 10 Mace r FR, 
In bis opinion, we had nothing to do ok oe further : our 
to leave them to 


£1 1 7111 


to 155 1 the . 9 Net Mk 3 iy \ he 1. 0 12 
Hine terms, 'corifethn 
ta be Asche Ws call himfelf his friend. He faid, he uld-not 
conſent to apologize in the ſame terme "a the Noble E: rt who 
 began'the debate, and who had attacked him without | 

tion, nl merely for having exerciſed” the common, 1 of 
5 Bear! Bear! which was the uſual word to c 


expreſs Far- 
ation during | l el Haring thus ac- 
cd br x6 conduct, his 2905 mo 2 
— ene 12 dee len . bis 2 555 2 Ne 
ar ſpoke 
der iss 8 W bd pes _ bs 
vi 
whom bete S Ter 
vi "the 
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| hope's ſpesch re eſpe i the conduct of the allies in the war of 


motion; which he condemned . Seel Wa - A's, iuffifiabſe and 


< 


7 
* 


of a let of éommiſſonert kent. to ſeize 1 5 perſon, 500 ſend him 
to Paris" priſoner, where” hit certain fa oo aid; have pech 
to have made a public victim on e Wale; 5 ſelf-defence 


SE 
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4 
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| Had(ravght is General ONES &'of acer didtited/ by the We 
Agency of His Gtutrſan, * of Ghſthring to go back Eh 
to Parts, and there he eee 1. 5 Rent, ie Bad ed be 
the commiſſioners” Ferit"n mM, arid RY 970 to General * 


Clairfait or the Duke de bs Cady” Tj Sydney repeated L 
Werefore his queſtion of, with Whom Were 696 l With Wa 
the" Milter Le Brun, in his ple! er With the other! pri- 95 
ſoners of che Abbaye, who were rr K. ta the very fame 15 
places of confinement to Which the rde fear thoſe. on the Toth + 
of Auguſt m- Were ſo inhuman 7 butchered on the ad of 2 4 


September! H is Lordftitp;" in repfy to a part of. Lord Stan- 


the ſuceeſGon in the time of Louis, the Fourteenth,” lag that the 
moſt diſgraceful page of pur hiſtory Was that which Rated the 
N oh Utrecht, and no event 7 eek d. mote ane an 

y ot, the Britiſh" name cha the Duke of ene 
wirhdrawing his Britiſh troops from the afiny 'of ie allied 
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powers Anden command o Prince Euge ene, After e eh forcirig 
this, point, Lord Sydney Tpoke generally a de ſubje& of the 


unwarratited; he alſo ſaid that he Noble Earl who {poke laſt, 
had n that all the-conqueſts made by France yo not re- 
obtained; but that Nice and Savoy, with the inoſſenſi ye republic 
on tneva, ſtill rernained'in their poſſeſſion. . 
he 'EARL; of SET D in reply ſaid,” be had 50 
Gubt dat Nice aud Savo tbe reſtored. upon negoci ation. 
The BARE of- LA DERDALE faid, of the 'objection 
made by Lord Curliſie to the recalling matters determi 1 that 
be wett erer yield Up bis right to animadvert on the Conduct 
of public men; however that conduct might be rovell. 'of by. 
the: mafority for the dime being The conduct of public in 
was: e 18 Fog it . one of 2.10 woll t valuable 6 1 
at 'mig * uffing and review ing it ee 
called wiſdom* by e Woe 2 Res and 5 4 Ge Aut LR F_ 
correction: © He Aber imſelf that Lord Auckland woo. > 
have himſelf broken” "the" 8 5 he had Soong. held fo lbn 
and no that he Bad N 1 8 Teſs dreaded. com 0 would dh; 
explained che m ; wndoR. At this a 
this' place? ſome of ther bh tions, which had ſo lon 
might ſubfide. His Conduet, E particala irs, wh a. 
had ſo lo ng kept kim Alen ad of hate, 7 Jock. 75 | 
ace by infitatibn, thaChe needed act n l dread, 3b OY | 
Ad be a defect ſts or tl hi how os aj 
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ay ke th lis 255 
us tenden o pp. 
Britiſh We aid there 
eſtion was not the p auge * Miniſters ba 
if Wl Written bY he” 8 | r N 4 4 
political reaſons of another nature, wick eN chad Lord 
ſigned it. n abe Anda , pen thought 
xpei ent to put, his name to it. bs: 
fert this as 4 fact, but deliyered it, 
DET 1 'o 5 85 
lad ] nec e 
e e e panty 
t whe his inion, but 157 Ac 
continuance . the war was: Wer ne 
he thought'ri et, becauſe he had the ſatisfs 
objeQs 15 war 45k 1 5 . 
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hich confiſted of three diſtin lauſes. His Lordſh and 
| picket ip, td hen bee le KR Bt 
5 le, he ſaid, it mal pplicable t6 the ſubſtance; | 


as the 1 od e 


th a TR 0 en of thoſe abi. 
bo f ontinue to 
2177 5850 to. * ft 15 the Ho ol LN 


Hick the the 
oh the mur 


ed el. ont EN Sie 1 oO) 
1 5 1 Hagle þ ee ring 
ferred to, and a  conſtruRtion, ven to it Da 2 5 Ak. 7 
cable. The Noble Earl ſhoul; 9 7 
Farad, for what was the-pra 

| ied judgment and wif 

all the means in their 995 


e e ee 
155 don other means ol 

tt te 
= Jo ſhould be ſeized Nod de e 
ie . of the memorial; EX. 


Ly put to death on the ſp 

= rs ek 7 5 e ur 
. and then pnt upon their trials in court 

His Lordihip aſked, STE Ye 

od gra Tat merited pi 
zer it was not proper that murderers the 
= In all countries murder was deenined 


s punichment. * 


e e wr he 1 5 Ade, 
5 he Noe Earl, hg 'of'q 
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place, do animadiert at au time on the public ond # of er 
man en in the public ſervice, 'He'thought the Noble Eat 
was fairly entitled ſo to do, and there was hot = action of his life, 
cher blic or private, which be ſhould be unwilling to = 
| ed and conſidered ;” but he had much rather it oma | 
4 when he was preſent,” becauſe it would be for himſelf. to fig 
cide, whether it was ry er becoming to reply to any re. 
marks. that might be made on ſuch a ſubject, or Whether they 
deſerved to be aſſed b in filence. Aſter he very able manner 
in which the e had been defended by his Noble Friend, 
the Secretary of State, and the poor and: miſe ſetable reply that had 
been made to that defence, it was not necefſary, Lord Auckland 
ſaid, for him to trouble their Lordſhips farther” on the ſubje@;/he | 
would therefore confine what he wiſhed more to ſay td the re- 
citing ſome paſſages from that very proteſt from which the Noble 
Earl who made the motion had read à part, and to which the 
name of Stanhope was ſubſcribed; if therefore the Noble Earl 
was not immediately and perſonally intereſted, he had at leaft by 
deſcent and f an intereſt in that proveſtc His Lordſhip | 


then read the Glowing piſs 

This kingdom has ong er) ele pachtete fumes, and 

has floufiſhed, above all others, in the arts and enjoyment of that 

happy ſtate. It bas been the admiration of the world for its = 

tivation and its plenty, for the comforts" of the poor, the 

doùr of the rich, ad the content and meſs dns all: 

ſituation*of - ſafety may 'be attributed to his "hems of oh 

power. It is mote becoming, and 9 we ought to 

_ attribute that ſaſety, and tlie wird? dau procured it, c 4 7 
juſtice, honour, A enn mend of this king- J 


dom, which brought down the ble vidence'oh 2 
who' ade their proſperity a 30 bel 2 and intereſt 
all nations in N fortune, . 22 of mildneſ Wu” 
ni at once anzzed ot ers, and rendered itſelf in vid | 
92 EARL of SOARBOROUGH defended the memorial” 
rather on the groudh of-- general: policy, than with à view 0 fr 
particular point contained in it dodgy ard'contendet that the war!h: | 
cen 5 e eee 
of tlie Bru e, the lufet ya 5 
allies; 1 Ne honour of web nation. When theſt Poi ere 
attaliied,” be was for pea ** F "Ro 
| be LORD! nl n left the Woolfack; in'order:- 
ate to the Houſe” the Situation cn which; in bonfſeytenct ef 
ee had been read to them, the Ho 2 


| "ofthe memorial to be pot of 
2 7 gc 0 bythe Nele Kea 
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| dere eee ning 5 akin 
u 53 the ee and wy i 


* 2 2 
1 TER — — be no other than the 


work-of- 4 Btitiſn miniſter, fincs it breathed..the ſpirit of the 


6 that had; been held from the Throne che ſubject of 


langnag 

the war; and echoed by the addreſſes of both Houſes of arlia- 
ment! His Lordſhip dwelt on the abſolute. neceflity- of coming 
to ſomd deciſive vote * the ſubject, and. ſnewed the imjuſtice . 


of ending a debate of perſonal à nature, by voting the previ- 


ous-1 10 n. The Noble Lord - who had ſigned the memorial : 
that had been the ground of debate, might without any violence 


ol rhetorical figure be fairly con 


pot upon bis trial. Was he to bediſmiſſed without a judgment 
F111 to know the ſenſe of their 
not do ſubſtantial ene they ; 
opinion; 


Lordſhips, who woul 
came to a reſolution deciſively expreſſive of they: real 


Woold voting the — — queſtion be attended with a definitive 
It would give mom for the world to 
iety of an 


effect? ¶ Juſt che 
imagine that che Tlonſe donbted- at leaſt of the pro 
important ſtep. taken by :a Britiſh: Ambaſſador in a di 
and an ardheaus ſituation | 
ry error wn tag hereto pag ur home 
their IS re Jjuitice Icy na req 
that no ſuch idea ſhould be countenanged by 2 


ui 
the eurſe of the debate, C pa | 
10 he memorial had been ſaid, but a great deal of alluſion to to- 
pies holly; irrrlative to the queſtion: had been introduced. In- 
the little that did apply, what was there but-yague aſſertion and 5 


looſe argument, that imputed error to the Noble. Lord in having 
publiſhed; ſuch a memorial ? The general 
their Lordſtrips had heard tended to fin; admiſſion that there was 


nothing eriminal in the Noble Lord's motive or his condu nk I 


that he did not — If the K 
Lordſhi at: Todos J they: _ 
muſt * = ane — — 3 
probation, a meaſure / grounded on ptimteiples 
they da heben Houſe:of Parliament: —— and 
in x fo addfiefs to the Crowny in anſwer to the 
throne at the commencement of the. Seſſion, „diavi 
che an appeal to their Lordſhips i jus eo Gee: 
tobk ſome! ous ob ip PORT" Noble, 


tuation. Was it ex ient or palitic, or wiſe, 
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poſſibility of putting an end to it. He ſaid,” that no man could 
entertain a more profound reſpect for the illuſtrious perſonage 

ho had that day delivered his ſenti ments on the ſubject than ke 
did, ſentiments that he could not but recommend to'the toyal 
Duke to reconſider, conſcious that if he did, he would find fk 
were founded on ideas that were at preſent i bins - Aho: 
eee e 7 TOup 


the Noble: Earl. The Nodle Zarl ha | 
war was neceſſary, and that it ought to be carried. 6 575 
country, till its honour to our allies was diſcharged, and th 
cyrity enfured, rding- the whole ſubject in that 5 
view, it-was to gender it correAtly, and as it 6vg ht to Fdbuks 

dered. - Some Noble Lords contended that thy objeQs of the war 
were attained, and that it ought to bs concluded: He admitted 
that the face of political affairs was much nd v al 
_ tered and changed on the Continent; but he denied that 
were fo far and fo effectunlly changed as to fender it eicher pru: 


dent or: fafe to abandon the- war, and conclude a peace > when | 


there: were no: perſons in e — hg nv oi 
win any fort of ſecurity or negotiation fa 

_ that holland, 26 war tne ide ING in a ſtate 

y than how we entered into the wat, and the French 
diſtance: * in ber h rd we 
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bald net 3 te pafon tht impreſſed his mind when he heard 
4 with / 5 1 omg on 3 os 2 ſince 
at on, on finding 
— him NE honour to contraſt him ang 
leaſed to call his friends. © 
af f GUILDFOR faid, he roſe to anſwer a 
3 deen more than once put by different 
nt wang et with whom were miniſters to 
anſwer, he muſt (: i that their fituation was 
was Iamentadle if if they found enemies to 


find out perſons ht to negs- 


with, 
E AN HOPE ſaid, 1 that after having made the mo- 
r ply to ſuch obſervations as 3 
er : 


| 4 AS. 52 put one as any man ſuch remarks as Noble Arras 
t think r to make on himſelf; but he could not fit 
hear obſervations made on his predeceſſors and 
En He defied-any man with: trath to 
inputs ciner crime. or miſcandudt to the Lord, his: im- 
7 or ta apply cenfure to any one ation of his 
4. noni — 
. yi — — 
r 22 4 
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ſubvert the diſcipline of his Majeſty's armits, and dd S npoſe his Je 
innocent ſubjects i in all parts of his anne ene rui- ler 
nous retaliations. wa 
© The LORD CHANCELLOR. read. the. now. amendment, | by 
and obſerved that there was a ſentence. without a verb. | oy 
| EARL STANHOPE faid, he had been 3 of teaching WM 7; 
the Biſhops religion, and the Judges law—he.ſhould-now teach 2 | tho 
Lord Chancellor grammar... If the Noble. and Learned .Lord | tf 
had looked at the paper in his hand, he would find the words of | fir 
the original motion, with the work of Loxd: Grenville's a amend- =, 
ment, _ ſtand thus“ is conformable,” &e. no his-motion ma 
was to ee e between the word is and the word con- ing 
, the word inconſiſtent,” x vpn conſulting the ble! 
Paper _ Stanhope was found to be ri | mig] 
e motion on this nen gras /th en negutined, and th | fofer 
motion on the previous ueſtion being vids Inks, | of 1 
W motion * priſe was  canted withou beiny 
| oF | from 
by TI UNE. 18. « ſociet 
The LoRD CHANCELLOR, after: a thor ſpeech, made a | * 
motion to the following effect: L 
| \Thati be refered the Judges to e . p ble F 
, and early in the next ſeſſion of Parliament to bring in, a motio 
to remedy the defect of the Ia now 1 deing ne im- ment 
prifomment Rr dab, A Andy all the 
' LORD-RAWDON:-faid, be ſhould not vppoſe the motions Th 
on the contrary; he ſhould be Jad to have laid before the Houſe LO 


the ideas of the Judges upon this ſubject; although: he had rea- his am 
ſon to fear they would not come up to what he withed, or what LO 
he might think neceſſary to preſs upon their Lordſhips judgment, r 
and ſubmit to their juſtice. He therefore, not ſtanding pledged i 

to any thing the Judges might frame, and conſiderin on, Bim 
8 ery parſue any lan of his own her Thi 
ter upon this ſubjeck, this motion * been made, ſhould tion pa 
now agree to it. With regard to his general ideas upon the Ol 
principle of 2 as applicable to impriſonment for debt, he hal il to the f 
3 — n ſtating · it to be this That when any man who. es bety 


debt without any fraudulent intention, was im- mprei 
r ſuch man ought to be theſe tn 
becauſe to him in was a puniſhment, lea p 

and none ought to be puniſhed but thoſe who were guilty bf ſome ng 
— teatd in the preſervation” of this That 
tri: bow pant whe the wa eg ilt, was a e without 
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lent circumſtances, and; being impriſoned PRE unable to pay, it 
was proper that he ſhould remain in priſon for a time, at 
x he Ou putiſhment ; becauſe, to allow ſuch a perſon the ſame 
ntage as an innocent man, was a miſapplication of favour. 
Theſe were the outlines of his thoughts upon this ſubject; he 
mould wait for thoſe of the: } Judges es at the opening of the next 
feſſion, andiafſent'to their plan, if he could anne with 10 
9 e be had mentioned. 
The EORDCHANCELLOR faid a few words, purporting 


that the Noble Lord did not ſtand pledged to any thing by agree- 
— — the —— motion; for that in the next ſeſſion, the No- 


eneral underſtanding upon the ſubject now, 
might have the "the fel at move if he pleaſed, notwithſtandin _ —. 
fefence tothe Judges.” With regard to the Noble Lord's 

of lay as'to'impriſoniment of 3 not _ of kr gas, and 
being unable to pay, he begy nted totally 
from that principle; he beide act * — of all civilized 
ſociety, where a debtor was unable td pay, the creditor bad Cer- 
277 127 to exeteiſe ſeverity over him. 

RD STANHOPE approved of the x W of his No- 
ble Friend (Lord Rawdon) upon this lubjec,. and thought the 
motion was inpperfect, and therefore he moved, by way of amend- 
went to the motion, that the Judges ſhould. bd to bring 
all the laws in being under one act of Parliament. 

- The LORD CHANCELLOR oppoſed 1 Ay 
LORD RAW DON begged of the Noble Lord t to withdraw. 

is amendment. 
Rege STAN HOPE ſaid, chat out of relvoRt to his Noble 
e conſented to withdraw his amendment, but he aſſured 


riend, h 
heir Lordfhips no other man in that Houſe was able to prevail 


k - Thiramendmenrbeing withdrawn, the Lord Chancellor's mos. 

ion Arni q 
LORD STANHOPE then called-the attention. of the Hoy: * 
to the ſubject of the treaties now on their Lordſhips table, trea- 


ties between this country and the Landgrave of: Helle-Cafſel=-yhie. 


Empreſs of Ruſſia, and the King of Sardinia. ; {He obſeryed.that ; 
©treaties onght to he printed, and-their.contents e 


— here was one article in the the Emy 4 | 
A Rees whit uired explanati ig. le tate, 
"Tim ent ding pero ora: 


rſs n Nee e conquelt th 

amtibt give up any dhe 

on either dec, This he ſaidt might; 5 

the v infamous partition of Poland. e inhabitants of that 

country had my ted a free conſtitution. The Empreſs, 

out of pure love, n bt, to theſe people, had taken a great 
Vor. III. 5 TTW — 
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| number of them under her own dominion ; we had entered into 


a treaty with this humane Empreſs, and we might. hereafter, by 
the ſpirit and the tenour of this treaty, be called upon to ſupport 


her in the poſſeſſion of theſe dominions; for theſe reaſons he 


ſhould move, That the treaties now upon the table be 
printed.” as Comets thr As 

LORD GRENVILLE oppoſed the motion upon the grount 
of informality ; for that it had never been the practice of either 


Houſe of Parliament to print a treaty before it had been conſi- 


dered by them, and ſome vote _ with reſpect to it. 

The DUKE of NORFOLK allowed this to be the general 
practice, but begged the Houſe to conſider the circumſtances of 
this caſe, Here were three treaties before their Lordſhips, en- 
tered into between this country, and great and conſiderable pow- 
ers of Europe at war with France. ele treaties were entered 
into in March and April laſt, and they were not laid before the 
two Houfes before the 15th of June. Now a motion was made, 
that they might be printed, which was reſiſted on a point of form, 


when, in fact, the motion could not be made ſooner. What 
might be the effect of this? Parliament was to riſe in a few | 


days, and without expreſſing any ſenſe upon theſe treaties. 
During the receſs, the war might be carried on to any length, to 
which the views, the wiſhes, the ambition, or the paſſions of 
either, or all theſe Courts, might lead them ; and we might be 
bound by the ſpirit of theſe treaties, and which, by the bye, nei- 
ther of the two Houſes had ſanctioned, to defend all the conduct 
of theſe Courts. If the ſeſſion was to continue until the two 
Houſes ſhall expreſs their ſenſe of theſe treaties, then he would 
ſay that the motion was at preſent premature; but, on the other 
part, if it was to adjourn without that conſideration, he muſt 

ſupport the preſent motion. 5 „ 
ILORD GRENVILLE ſaid a few words on the forms of the 
ratification of treaties. | CE 
The queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 

| For the motion 


— 


25 A few tays after the riſing of ParBanioine, theſe treaties were 
printed by the authority of government. From one of thoſe co- 
pies the following is accurately taken . et 
l Treaty between his Britannic Majeſty and the King of Sardinia. | 
THE preamble ftates, that their Majeſties the King of Great 
Britain and the King of Sardinia, finding themſelyes engaged in 
a war againſt France, in conſequence of the moſt injurious acts 
of violence and aggreſſion which they have reſpectively experi- 
I 7 SW ES N e ence 


with t 
tion te 
which 
which 
it may 
In rety 


achan 
months, © 
Done al 
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enced from that country, their above-mentioned Majeſties have 

agreed to make a common cauſe in this war, and to concert to- 
ther on the means of providing for their mutual defence and 


e 
f , as well as for the preſent intereſts of Europe. 
le I. His Sardſhian Majeſty engages to keep on foot, dur- 


| ing the whole courſe of the preſent war, an army of fifty thou- 


ſand men, to be employed for the defence of his dominions, as 
well as to act againſt the common enemy, his Britannic Majeſty 


| engaging on his ſide to ſend into the Mediterranean a reſpectable 


fleet of ſhips of war, to be employed, according as circumſtances 
ſhall permit, againſt the naval forces which the enemy may have 
in that part of the world. Their before-named Majeſties will 
ultimately concert as to the deſtination and employment of the 
reſpeCtive forces above mentioned. = "bo ati ts 

I. His Britannic Majeſty engages to furniſh to his Sardinian 


| Majeſty, during the whole courſe of the war, a ſublidy of two 


hundred thouſand pounds ſterling per annum, to be reckoned 
from the day of the ſignature of the preſent treaty, which ſub- 
ſdy ſhall be paid to him punctually every three months in ad- 
vance, to be reckoned from the above dag. 

III. His Britannic Majeſty engages not to conclude a peace 


with the enemy, without comprehending in it the entire reſtitu- 


tion to his Sardinian Majeſty of all the parts of his dominions 
which belonged to him at the commencement of the war, and of 
which the aforeſaid enemy has obtained poſſeſſion, or of which 
it may hereafter obtain poſſeſſion during the courſe of hoſtilities. - 
In return, his Sardinian Majeſty will continue firmly and inſe- 
parably united and attached to the common cauſe, and to the in- 
tereſts of his Britannic N in this war, not only for ſo long 
time as the war may laſt in Italy, or in the ſouthern parts of Eu- 
pe, but until the concluſion of peace between Great Britain 


ad France. ©; | * 436 2% FR 
bas. If one or other of the two high contracting parties ſhall . 
happen to be attacked, moleſted, or diſturbed in any of his eſtates, -- 


Tights, poſſeſſions, or intereſts, at any time, or in whatever man- 


ner it may be, by fea or land, in conſequence or in reſentment 
of the articles or ſtipulations contained in the preſent treaty, or 
of the meaſures to be taken by the ſaid contracting parties by vir - 
due of this treaty, the other contracting party engages to ſuccour 
him, and to make a common cauſe with him, in the manner 
ich is ſtipulated by the above articles. „ 
V. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified by both parties, and the 
change of the ratifications ſhall take place in the ſpace of two 
months, or ſooner, if poſſible. 855 e 
Done at London, the 2 5th day of April, 1793. 
ee eee | {Signed) "7 1. GRENVILLE,:{L3) ith; $4 
| SR eee p Sr. MARTIN DE FRONT, (L. s. 
1 . 2 2 | a 
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Convention between his Britannic Majefly and the Empreſs of Ruſſia. 1 
THE perſons who have exerciſed the powers of government in if 
France, after having plunged the | 
dreadful miſeries, having adopted fi 
Europe meaſures Wo 
ſelves in that reſpe < 
and tran —_— in n 
iſtence of all ſocial ord ti 
ſelves guilty of the moſt u m 
ing an embargo on all the Britiſh and Ruſſian af 
in the ports of France ; an | | m 
War apaitiſt his Britannic Majeſty, and his ally the Republic of en 
the United Provinces; their Majeſties, the- King of Great Britain n 
and the Emprefs of all the Ru have thought proper to con- | 
cert together upon the means of oppoſing a ſufficient barrier to th 
the dangers which threaten all Europe, in conſequence of ſuch ra 
principles, views, and conduct. FFF m 
Art. I. Their Majeſties; in conformity to ancient ties of friend ds 


| ſhip, by which they and their auguſt predeceſſors have beef 
united, and which they are deſirous of cultivating and extending 
as much as poſſible, will exert all their endeavours, and will con- 

_ cert together ultimately for affiſting and ſuccouring each other 


mutually in the preſent war, in order to procure for. themſelves, 

at the peace, that ſatisfaction and ſecurity which they have a right 

to expect, and to guarantee for the futtire the public tranquillity | 

,, Toe £4 tio 
II. For this end, their Majeſties engage to employ their reſpec- | the 


tive forces, as far as the circumſtances in which they may find BI # 


themſelves ſhall permit, in carrying on the juſt and neeeſſary of 
war in which they are engaged againſt France; and they reci- gat 
procally promiſe not to lay down their arms but by common ar 
conſent, without having obtained reſtitution of all the conqueſts ma 
which France may have made upon either of their ſaid Majeſties, „ 
or upon ſuch other of the powers, friends or allies of their ſaid WI fut 
Majeſties, to whom they ſhall judge proper to extend this gua- her 
rantee by common conſent. V rec 
III. Their aid Majeſties reciprocally engage to ſhut all their . abc 
ports againſt French ſhips, not to permit the exportation in any me 
 ciſe, from their. ſaid ports for France, of any military or naval wo! 
ſtores, or corn, grain, falt meat, or other proviſions; and to ers 
take all other meaſures in their power for injuring the commerce the 
of France, and for bringing her by ſuch means to juſt conditions | ion 

| i ; w; 


of peace. 3 e | 
Iv. Their Majefties engage to unite all their efforts to prevent 
other powers, not implicated in this war, from giving, on this 
| occaſion of common. concern to every civilized ftate, any pro- 
„ 35 5, tection 
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tection whatever, directly or indirectly, in conſequence of their 
neutrality, to the commerce or property of the French, on the 
ſea or in the ports of France. e 
V. Their Majeſties, deſiring mutually and ardently to con- 
firm and conſolidate as much as poſſible the friendſhip and union 


now fubliſting between them, and to protect and extend the 
commerce between their reſpective ſubjects, will authoriſe their 


miiſters to proceed without delay to the formation of a defini- 
tive arrangement for a treaty of alliance and commerce, In the 
mean time, until that happy work can be effected, they have 
agreed to renew, proviſionally, the treaty of 1766, by a preli- 
minary agreement of the ſame date with this ention, and 


exchanged in like manner between the above-mentioned mi- 


niſters. '. 3 88 
VI. His Britannic Majeſty, and her Imperial Majeſty of all 
the Ruſſias, engage to 1235 the preſent —— tr the 
atifications- thereof ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of three 
months, or ſooner, if it can be done, to be computed from the 
one at London, the 25th day of March, 1793. 
(Signed) GRENVILLE, (L. s.) 
| s. COMTP WORONZOW, (L. s.) 


| Convention between his Britannic Majefly and the Empreſs of Ruſſia. 


Article I, THE treaty of friendſhip, commerce, and naviga- 
tion, concluded at St. Peterſburgh, in the year 1766, between 
the two monarchies, ſhall reſume its force and activity, which 
ſhall continue in all the clauſes and ſtipulations during the ſpace 
of time hereafter fixed; and the two high contracting parties en- 
gage to employ themſelves in the interval, in the arrangement of 
a new treaty of commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring. in a per- 
manent manner, whatever may tend to confalidate and to ex- 
tend the commerce and the navigation of the Britiſh and Ruſſian 
ſubjects. In conſequence .whereof, his Britannic Majeſty, and 
her Majeſty the Empreſs of all the Rufhas, engage and promiſe 
reciprocally to execute, obſerve, and accomplith, in all points, the 


above-mentioned clauſes and ſtipulations of the treaty of com- 


merce of the year 1766, as if they were inſerted here word for 


word, and in the ſame manner in which they were executed, ob-. 
ſerved,. and accompliſhed before the year 1787, being the date of 


the expiration of the ſaid treaty, with exception oy of thoſe al 


will be mentioned in the following articles. N 
II. The College of Commerce being no longer a Court of 


Juſtice, law ſuits, and other affairs of Engliſh merchants eſta- 


d in Ruſſia, ſhall be judged and regulated by 3 
8 I 


- 


* 
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eſtabliſhed for this purpoſe, in the ſame manner as is praQi (ed 


with regard to other nations who have treaties of commerce. 


In return for which, the Ruſſian ſubjects eſtabliſhed in England 
ſhall be under the juriſdiction of the fame tribunals before which 
the affairs of other nations are brought who have treaties of 
commerce with England. | 1 | | 


III. Her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruffias, in continvatign 


of the encouragement which ſhe has uniformly granted in her 


ſtates to the commerce and navigation of Britiſh ſubjects, en- 


gages that they ſhall enjoy, in her ports on the Black Sea, and 


the Sea of Azoph, all the advantages and dimunitions of cuſ- 
tom-houſe duties which are ſpecified in the 6th article of the edict 
preceding the general tariff of the year 1782, and which is of the 
Sollowing tenor 2... 7... | Ea 

Although this general tariff is to ſerve alſo for all our ports 
ſituated on the Black Sea, and the Sea of Azoph, we however 
diminiſh in the ſaid ports, by one fourth part, the duties fixed in 
this tariff, in order to encourage commerce for the utility of our 


ſubjects, and of the nations with which we ſhall ſtipulate reci- 
procal advantages in this reſpect, in compenſation for the privi- 
-  leges which thoſe nations ſhall grant to our commerce; * 


ing, however, from this diminution, the merchandiſe ſpecified 
by name in the preſent tariff, as liable to pay the ſame duties in 
the ports of the Black Sea, as in the other cuſtom-houſes of our 


empire, as alſo thoſe for which the preſent tariff fixes particular 


duties in the ports of the Black Sea.“ 1 k 
IV. The preſent arrangement of commerce, on which their 
Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the Empreſs of all the 


Ruſſias N and by which they confirm the whole of the 


treaty of 1 the alterations above agreed upon excepted, ſhall 
ſubſiſt and 


the ſtipulations of a new treaty of commerce, calculated to per- 


petuate and to extend the advantages of their ręſpective ſubjects. 


Ihe high contracting parties engage, in conſequence of this 


act, to provide in the moſt effectual manner, and according to 


the forms eſtabliſhed in each of the two countries, for the entire 


execution of all that is ſtipulated, without the leaſt reſtriction. ds 
V. His Britannic Majeſty, and her Imperial Majeſty of all 
the Ruſhas, engage to ratify the preſent act; and the ratifications 


thereof ſhall he exchanged within the ſpace of three months, or 


Done at London, 'the 25th day of March, 1793. 
4 (Signed) 5 -- GRENVILLFE, (L. s.) 


„ 


© en 


obligatory during the ſpace of ſix years, this term 
being fully ſufficient for coming to a definitive agreement on all 


* 
— . * Ne 
: 1. 
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Ti between his ; TIDY Majeſiy and the Landgrave » Hel c 
. Caſſel. Signed at Caſſel, 4 10th of Apri Ny | i 


BE it known to thoſe whom it may concern, that his Ma- 
jeſty the King of Great Britain, and his Serene Highneſs the 
11338 of Heſſe Caſſel, in conſideration of the ſtrict ties 
which unite the intereſt of their reſpective Houſes, and having 
judged that, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, it would con- 
tribute to the reciprocal welfare of Great Britain and of Heſſe, 
to cement and ſtrengthen, by a new treaty of alliance, the con- 
nection which ſubſiſts between them, his Britannic Majeſty, in 
order to regulate the objects relative to this alliance, has thought 

proper to ſend to Caſſel the Right Honourable Thomas Earl 
of Elgin and of Kincardine, Baron Bruce of Kinroſs, his Mi- 
niſter Plenipotentiary; and his Serene Highnefs has nominated, 
. on his part for the ſame purpoſe, the Baron Maurice Frederic, 
of Munchaufen, his actual Miniſter of State, privy counſellor 
and knight of the order of the golden lion, and his director of 
the college and treaſury of war, and John Francis Kunckel, - 
_ privy counſellor of war: who, being furniſhed with the ne- 
ceſſary full powers, have agreed to take for baſis of the pre- 
ſent treaty, the treaties which were formerly concluded between 
Great Britain and Heſſe, to adopt ſuch parts of them as may be 
applicable to the preſent circumſtances, or to. ſettle by new 
articles thoſe points which it may be. neceſſary to regulate 
otherwiſe. Every thing which ſhall not otherwiſe be ſettled, 
| ſhall be deemed ſubſiſting in full force, in the manner expreſſed 
in the above-mentioned treaties; and, as it is not poſſible tp 
| ſpecify each particular caſe, every thing which ſhall not appear 
| to be determined in a preciſe manner, either in the preſent - 
| treaty, or .in the former treaties, ſhall be ſettled with equi 
and good faith, in conformity to the ſame principles, which it 
is agreed on both ſides to adopt, for the regulation of ſuch 
caſes, . whether during the courſe of the war, or after its con- 
cusoon. . „ 
Article I. There ſhall be therefore, in virtue of this treaty, 
| between his - Vander King of Great Britain, and his Serene 


| Highneſs the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, their ſucceffors and 
| heirs, a ſtrict friendſhip, and a ſincere, firm, and conftant union, 
ſo that the one ſhal} conſider the intereſts of the -vther as his 
own, and ſhall ſtrive to promote them with good faith, as much 
as poſſible, and mutually to prevent and remove all diſturbance 
and injury. | Rte goo ron wn oe We #1 WONrY 
Neb II. With this view, it is agreed that all the former 
treaties, eſpecially thoſe of guaranty, "ſhall be deemed to be 
renewed and confirmed by the preſent treaty, in all their oo, 
ä | ks 
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articles, and clauſes; and ſhall have the ſame ſotce as if they 
were herein inſerted word for Word, inaſmuch as the fame is 
EE ted from by the preſent treaty... 
II. His M Majeſty the King of Great Britain, de ring 
to e for his ſervice in Europe a body of the troops o 18 | 
Serene Landgrave, and his Serene Highneſs wiſhing for nothing 
more than to give his Ma jeſty real proofs of his 14 attach- 
ment for him, engages, % virtue of this article, to keep in 
readineſs for this purpoſe, during the ſpace of three ſueceſſive 
years, reckoning "from the 101 of the ſignature of the preſent 
treaty, a body x of gh thouſand men, as well infantry as caval 
or chaſſeurs, Anel bg "officers. "This corps ſhall be "completely 
0 20 furniſhed Wich tents, and all neceſſary equipa ez. mn a 
be put upon the beſt poſſible footing, and. nobody 
ed into it but men pale of ſerying, acknow-. 
ICS 5 en by ie: commiſſe of his, Britannic Mey. 
Arch in two diyifi ohs : the firſt, conliſting of 
Four 4 fen men, * 1 ee of 2 corps of infantry With 
the 7 en, eht of cavalfy. 'Pormerly, the 
ant treat) a, for ſome. time, the 'penod of 
the ns jon for 90 1 Arg "of the troops but as, 15 the pre- 
| ſent Arcumſtancks, there is 10 time to e loft, the day of the 
Z ſignature of the Prefent treaty is deemed to be allo the period of 
5 the ' requiſition ; and the firſt Aeiden of four thouſand men mall 
E, be in Teadinels to paſs, in review before 'the commi Ar of bis 
| Britannic Ma Wh on the Sch of next month, and to begin its 
march che day for Ih place of its deltination. The 
Tecond: {Jivifgen, can alſo o f four thoufand men, ane co. 
poſed of 3 corps o wy, of a battalion of chaſſey eurs, 1990 1 
| 1 i on s of cavalty, paſs 1 


| ok fil th ne cee 17. the hr t treaty, or 
| N 55 fible.” Pheſe trobps { pn ee : ſepa- _ 
fte of war ſhould requite it; bel Wall Gon 


tinue 4 1 the orders of their Heſſian chief, under t 1 


E mand, 8 
| Hall ee truſt chat of fi wle army; aud the 88 00 Wc 
1 y be conducted to thoſe places where the firft hall 4 7 
umleſs ey ould be*cantrary, to che plan of operations, 4 
Art. T e e ag _— of. RY of hoops 
alf be i two eces an 90 
and pther me n*and'e aipage 00 to then. ch K | 
A. Kerber © fry the expelices 85 Which the dere 


all he pur by 5 on 5 the 259 0c dee rp 
po 2s 0 FE PL his 2 f ide King f Great” 1 12 
k 1 17 
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| dragooni, properly armed and mounted, 80 erowns Banco, and 
erg e crowns Banco. This levy money 
| for the firſt diviſion ſhall be paid fifteen days after the ſignature 
of the preſent treaty. With regard to the levy money for the 
ſecond diviſion, one half thereof ſhall be paid on the 8th of 
next month, and the other half on the hy on which' the ſe- 
cond diviſion ſhall begin its march. The levy money ſhall be 
paid for the ſame deſcription of perſons for whom it was given in 
the former alliances. 
Art. VI. Beſides what is Ripulated i in the preceding article, 
his Majeſty the King of Great Britain engages to cauſe to be 
| paid annually, during the three years that this treaty ſhall laſt, 
a ſubſidy a an half, fixing the ſum according to the cuſtom 
eſtabliſhed. for the ſubſidies in the former - treaties. This 
| ſubſidy ſhall commence from the day of the ſignature of this 
treaty, and it ſhall be paid at the rate of two hundred and 
twenty-five thouſand crowns Banco E annum, the crown 
being reckoned at fiſty- three ſols of Holland, or at four ſhillings 
and nine-pence three farthings Engliſh money. 
. When the ſaid troops be ſent back by his Britannic Ma- 
eſty, from the day of their return into the territories of his 
derene Highneſs, til the expiration of the treaty, the ſubſidy 
hall be continued upon boys ſame footing of 225,000 crowns 
3anco. per annum. ayment of this ſubſidy ſhall be re- 
gularly made come any uction, and e e in he, town 
of Caſſel, into the milltary treaſury ow. 
nthorſed to receive poli and LE EY has, ons Ther i 
hould be ju expedient that the num t corps © 
troops Fo Font eight thouſand, the ſubſidy ſhall be - - 
tionably augmented, —— it ſhall; be otherwiſe d upon. 
lis Majeſty ſhall continue equally to this corps the pay and 
other emoluments during the ' remainder of 0, month in 
ich it ſhall repaſs the frontiers of Heſſe, and arrive in the : 
5 _— of his Serene Highneſs, that is to fay, Heſſe Proper ly - 
2 calle | | 
Art. VII. Wich regard to what relates to the p bey and ew 
{ts ances, both ordinary and extraordinary, of the Gal wh troops, during 
the time that they ſhall be actually in the pay Oe CDs | 
it is agreed, that as long as they all -arvs id the hind, | 
all enjoy the . ſame advantages and emoluments which his 


1 


* a nts to his German tr N to the 11 
1 e 2 2 of the ſaid corps 4 troops e of their | 
jp deing delivered, which all t be a ON liſt ſigned 

„ me reſpeftive Miniſters of the high oon e e e 

El th; 11 have the ſame force as if it 3 inſertec ord. for word 
in the mo treaty, During the time c wa they ſhall 'be 
j Vor. I 3A employed 
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employed in the Lo Countries they thall be treated ig the 
Fm entioned reſpect, upon the 2 2 Dutch troops; 
ing underſtood. that jc bot cafes, that „ in that 

= the! German pay, eee „ the al. 
Saal not be inſerior to what was granted in former 

e and, if the natute of the war ſhould require that thoſe 
_ ogps thould forve. in different countries upon the continent 
thoſe above mentioned, they ſhall, it; that caſe, 

on ae ſame en e, the oo 
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Goat Pope ily pay the expences of the 1 
a the hore we nl ſag regen 


Lo 


W 8 rnithed 
1 RED er 
| ways prel fvect 
35 ich it was 
ry Mall de delivered 


mig ry 458 7 d uipped, 
= 55 1 TS 


4 Trp bs Int Wy Ie £ 

; e ve ya of 7] 
Where. EE occalion.for them, ed in be not oc 
Had x! ſom the tie of i guining ta: tote of 


2 5 


Ive: 1 85 . ige notice to his, Serene High- 


FEE: 
thei return, 3 them. at with the 3 meatis of 


2 IH Art. 


* 


— — 2 K - 
F : . * — 8 — — ” - 
OY +2 * 14 8 . a - 
55 S > I: -O- 
. _ LE —_ 
— wm—— LF FS 4 . % F wa "4 a1 


13 ** 2 . 
* - 0 
— — — — 
* 
* — 
— * A 4 — 
* 
— % 1 
_ 


ay 
11 


I. 


re 10 think. proper | to. ſen hack, the Haid troops, 
Mall make, him an allowance of a month 's pay for | 


%u ͤ u I ca 


1 
E 


E 


Wan 


— — 


be Jos ©: them. "which . f 


or th that, witts 
200 Tanlchel Ran Th ek, the rate 


Ein : N 9 


che care of their own phyhcians, fu 


Kg ee TIE Saved, io yes jependant pon his 
A: XIII. In confideration that the art uith 


Banco F. | 
. F as eee, » * * 8 2 1 8 
. 3 bans $324 4 *1.> « $6; 1 i; 2 f 8 4 
. on | 
» $4 1 ”y Fa! K 3 Þ 0 * e » 
+08! 469 Ty 2 SOME SIPS F100 ES 23 Ip 
18 1 i 7 
p 2 1 ## £4 > 23 Fg 8 4 7 "4 4 4 
* . 


d 
4 TO 4 
* 


0 4 Gy 
5 «Þþ . 
FS, | 6 31 0 
f © Az 
* T + 


Fl 1 025 hne ide commencement gf this n 


Jumn: 18, 1793.” F "JOURNAL, 7 383 


Art. . His Bricannic Majeſty j ** to attend ramch; 
o the. ſafe Ny of the ty promiſe and: md of of hs 


Serene Hig! e6;- ati to direck the milit: ery options, 2 
28 circumſtarices may N in ſuch manner that the e 
of his Serene High be covered} and 3 Wy much 
If, however, wit fnitng ts I cabtjons' which 
ſhall de taken With that view, the country of his, Serene High- 
"7 ſhould be invaded by the enemy on account of this alliance, 
the preſent treaty, Nis Britannie Majeſty Thall endeavoyr 
to procure to the country of his "Hi x. the” Land; : 
indemnification preportionable to the Joſs beraſiai th, 
cording to what bots been formerly done on Genil: k Occ: 
Art. XI. The fick of the Hefhan corps fhafl — 
rgeons, ind other pe 
appointed for chat purpoſe; under —— yororr ye General 
the corps of thoſe nen, 7 3 — 


1 4 * 2 


XII. All Bean deſeriers bal Be. Erh NW na: = 


yeſty. LT 
cles daily wore expenſive in many. on Ae of the 


numerpus armics' which "we Wee ks fact; a * 


ay is regarded ,as the principal. Fink <, defray that 
FL 888 | 


75 | 
Che not be Krane, bar. 
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head, under the expreſs ogndition, how 
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ao W. 
„ that if his Britannic et bea By 
1 0 in the N moment, S tor. the een 
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corps of troops, and chat his Majeſty. Thoujd ! 8 
march before the term fixed for the review of the firſt diviſion ; 
in that caſe his Majeſty ſball be bound to pay to his Serene 
eſs che levy money for the whole corps of 8000 men, 

and a double ſubſidy for he 1 iN chat is to ſay, 300, 


— Banco, which ſhall ſtead of the different ſtipula- 
tions contained in the above fourteen articles. The payment of 
the levy money ſhall, in ſuch caſe, be made on the tl of next 
month, and that of, On, Olly. im quarterly payments, in one 
year, reckonin from the dat 7 ſignature of the preſent 


8 | expreſsly 8 that in the mean time, this 
article ſhall 3h ho degree ſuſpend either the preparations or 
the payments, which it FO been agreed on each ſule to make. 

Art. XVI. This treaty ſhall be ratiſied by the wig nd. 
ing parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be 
ſoon as poſſible. In witneſs whereof we the. underſigned 
thoriſed by the full f of his Wy es King of — 
es on one fide, a oF of his Serene teignins 

of Heſſe Cai, on the — how ſigned the preſent 
82 5 and have thereto put the ſeals of our: e Done at 


155 10th of April 793. i 727 9751 75 = * ' . „ 
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ABINGDON veſe and fad, that having, v 


ion with ſome; propoſitions in'appoſition to the innovating] | 
- of reform that had - had called for that proclamation, , 9 05 1 f * 
4 the h ee ee of 125 7 5 155 waited to 

do this until the innovations props ls 1 Þ forward, the 
ſubject for diſcuſſion might E more wy fore him; an 
though this had been done in part by 2 motion for reform # 
other Houle of F, there ſtill . 5 another otion 
to be agitated there, of this ſort, more Arey levelled, at the 
privileges of. this Houſe, but poſtponed to the next ſeſſidn of 
R he ſhould fbr chi r reaſog, and for the purgoſe of 
| knowing what the grounds of that motion wald be, defer 
-what he meant * trouble their. hip with, to h e 
lime. 
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PROTEST ag agai 7 the Ae, of. the Houſe of Lads 4 


ſuſtains the votes of the. Dukes nne and, the Ear 
A in the created. Briti/h A Ance the Union, for 1 
1 e of the Scots. Peerage at the ali general clic. 


I. Becauſe this reſqlution is utterly ipcompativle with. alt-1 ra 
tional oonſtruction of the 22d article of the jreaty of union, fub- 
verſire and deſtructioe of thoſe right and advaritiges whi th are 

Sebtiand by that ſolemn national 
compact. The principles of theit* repreſentarion 


en fi 
violated, Wyn be © conſidered as''a compenſation 


which the 'Scottiſh nobility farender or as a ſe 12 
gau for the rights which DE 1 - Dy 
The right 1 ad Fein of Sect 
Jand for che lost 27 their 2700 Parken | 


ſeems more evident than t 


_— l © be ju 
elaimed by thoſe ho no i nn 


Bat whats 


this reſolution the elective ri t is le an. th Thoſe: wha ha 
value 


recovered/ an hereditary ſeat, its worth and valde is diminiſh 

to the Peers of Scotland, who were juſtly” entitled to." pro 
wing importance of their 'ſuffrage which'was to ariſe” either 

. an the operation of time in leſſening their flumber, or from 


of Peerage. 
To attain a. parpole ſo-ini 


tions: | Peers of Great Britain, or thoſe 


y TP — SS” 3» >= —_ * EF bo: 


iniquitous 
ing men for a'loſs under which they no longer labour, at the 


expence of thoſe who continue to ſuffer it, we are to accumulate 


on the heads of one deſcription. of Lords elective franchiſe and 
the e right, in a manner new in ſubverſive. of 
k lity which is the baſis of Peerage,. and of that ſepara- 
tion 0 of original from delegated right W orms She principle 
0 repreſentation, 5 P94 

Nor is it leſs manifeſt. that all che tec which "the Peers 
of Scotland derived from the ſeat granted to their reproſentatives 

1 the Parliament of Great Britain is deſtroyed by theſe reſolu- 


e who: are: elected by 
. ers of. Great Britain, . can; in no reaſonable or honeſt ſenſe, 
b repreſentatiyes of the Peers of Scotland. The chject 
of. repreſentation cannot be obtained without identity. of in- 
tereſt; it implies at leaſt ſome controul on the ive, 
ſome -reſponſibility to the conſtituent. But che moſt impor- 
tant intereſt of the Peers of Great Britain might ſurvive the 
leſtruction of the Peerage of Scotland, and they poſſeſs no 

adow of check or controul over epded ee ws, 
fter —_— * * deareſt Tights, would till -retain 


hereditary 


the promotion of their more favoured brethren to A RAINS - 
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y feats in this Hoaſe, in contemipt.of the rejection, 


in Ones: of their Glpleatie. Tha ut of 


extremes 
abſurdity and injuſtice hy” a refuk of ap conftryQion of the 


| * * union which is y t > Tal theſe, refalutjons. 
His 2 'in proceſi of tit te raiſe. a. ma- 
Peerage rank of Britiſh Peers. 
——— may eloct ſi teen ' repreſentatives ef their on 
number. 'Fhas ovnftitucars, who have no intereſt in maintain- 
of che Scotch nobiliry;- will nominate; repreſents- 
ally unconcerned in the maintenance of Rand gia By 
Kipulations of the treaty of union beobme futile and n 
S 
eir a ce was the ow in- 
ſtituted, aud the repreſe 
ing de rejefted under pretenoe that arguments from injurious con- 
ſequences have no farce in the interpretation of laws among the 
various aids for the eonſtruction of ambiguous laws, 


none is. more 
important an the teaſtnadle prefumgtion that Ris not the inte 


vion af the kegiſſatute to enact ablorditys or to ordaininjuſticc. 
"The principle of this article of the of union. Mas togive areal 
and ſubſtantial repreſentation to the of Scotland in the 
Houſe of Lords ef the — wepmerery eat Britain. Every 
conſtruction — — gw > to be rejected, as repugnant 
to its intention and purpoſe ich tends to * — and deſtroy 
Aut repreſentation, to-reduce that a. ran % an illu- 


oy, Leer — Gutothe 


e they have dane. 

bar vo aid'precarious in ænſoyment. 42: & fl. 

1 Beeauſe, woe dnα e the at of chols 8 

ho were Peers of- 22 REI 

valid of cdnelufive vbjection againſt theſe 
—— doubt! 


fall 


tige 
— — the laſt 


. _ nel 


15 0 ep Peer 


= 25 

| to be 

 grefſive dimunition 6f their importance, and 

extinction of their privileges, which: ate 2 and eſta- 

as Oy the principle. of the preſent en On dhe gov- 

| trary, 
LY 


utation conſtructed. Nor: let this xeaſon- | 


—— to inſer + e | 


winitd rights of a ſaall doch 29 
preſumed; that they were to ſubmit ta 24 
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trary, the language —— ion, uniſormiy 
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treaty, and thoſs:who-wete created Pears of Great Britain after | 

it, 8 Gſtinét and !{eparate (bodics:;of men, who; might enjoy 

different- Epic Ifill different, modes of . reafowny, 
| — NP of. this 
r 

.was. fo 

at the 

and — - 


Cents of the hm ef 
| Scottiſh Pecrage y inferior in — 

tr . union itſelf. 1 
— * a . Kier — — Vaioly.1 
; uninterrupte pra ou N » 
wiped; that the reſolution of the mech Teer 71 
— — the uniformiry af this practice. The queſtions 
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—_— PAR LIAMENT ART Lonps. 
Aueh | of 5 rliamentary law, thus founded on reaſori, 

this — don and "uſage, is now ſubverted, and 
with it muſt periſh all truſt in'the ſtability of the Judgments of 
this Houſe: "Conſiſtency in determination and: ener to 
practice have ever prevailed in well conſtituted j udicatures; 
ſince uniformity in the application of law is of the ſame im- 


5 portance to men with clearneſs in the law itſelf. This great 


principle, ſo important in all judicatures, is of p ruliar neceſſity 


in courts of high and extenſive juriſdiction, where the errors of 


the judge are more fatal, and the temptation to the abuſe of 
authority more ſtrong But it is above all indiſpenſable in aſſem- 
blies wich — political functions with judicial power. 
An immutable and inflexible conſiſtency of deciſion can alone 
produce their honeſty from their own. . infirmitics, and their 


character from ignominy and general contempt. We have ſeen 


an aſſembly thus ————— after having long adapted its 
fluctuating deciſions to the intereſts of Ab or 
Miniſters, at length reduced to the humiliating neceſſi Lg 
NT the confeſſion of its own corruption: the Bina 
ter d ights of 8 We are to dread that a Gmailar 
deeiſion, likely to be the inſtrument off purpoſes. 
gelt Ambiguous, uce the juriſdiction of this Houle to 
of ſimilar me Boer degradation, and contempt. 
7 N N uſe, even if we had vb convinced. that the treaty of 
uinon was ill interpreted, by the principle of its ſtipulations, 
bythe opinion of its framers, by the ſolemn deciſion and uni- 
form practice of the only tfibunal. competent to conſttus and 
apply” le; we'thould {till regard the retroactive effect Fa this. 
determination as 'a flagrant act of injuſtice, and a groſs frau 
and deluſion practiſed or the Peerage of Scotland. hee "the . 
faith and authofity of reſolutions of this Houſe, tianſmmit 
to them as the rule of their conduct, did they at Weit aſt 
election vote. But theſe reſolutions 'are now agg AR 
ſcinded:- The compact of this «Houſe with thoſe Peers wh 
| its infunctions is violated, and the claims of thoſe w 
contemned them triumphant. A reward is granted to 
obedience, while thoſe who have been eireumvented by —. 
lations into any truſt in the faith or reſpect for che authority f 
this 'Hbuſe, find : themſclves disfranchiſed their- confidence, 


and puniſhed, * theit obedience. No rule of action being 


derivable from fluctuating and contradictory decifions,. thets 4s... 
an gaide he the condect of the Peers of Scotland, but 
the temporary caprice, 'or the corrupt intereſt, of Miniſters and 
2 of this Houſe; a condition of abject ſervitude little 


rehended+ for: their. poſterity «by the SY 


GY billy when they — n and their * 
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faith of a perpetual, predominant, increaſing, and irreſiſtible 
majority of Peers, over whom, there exiſted not the cheek of 
common intereſt, and a po they left — 
without e or < gence... 


 LavppRDALE, 


as 8 50 Jer 21. 


This day his Mae came to the Houſe to it an end to the 
ſeſſion. e his ay cam was ſeated an the throne, the Com+ 
mons were ſent for; and being come, his Mar ** the 
t ſpeech to both Hauſes of Parliament. Foy 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


The firmneſs, wiſdom, and public want by which your con- 
"3 has been eminently diſtinguiſhed on the many important 
[arp ns which have ariſen during the preſent ſeſſion, demand 

jar acknowledgments. 
our firm determination to ſupport the eſtabliſhed conſtitu- 
on, l the zealous and 11 concurrence in that ſentiment 
which my ſubjects have ſtrongly and ſeaſonably maniſeſted, 
ould not l to check every attempt to diſturb the internal ret 
poſe of theſe kingdoms; and you will, I doubt not, in your 
everal counties, encourage the continuance of the ſame vigilant 
ttention to that important object. 

The rapid and fignal faceciha which in an eatly period. of the 
q mpaign have attended the operations of the combined armies; 
ie feſpectable and 1 gi force which you have enabled me to 
a oy by ſea and land, and the meaſures which I have Sy 

vith other powers for the effectual proſecution of the War, 
the deſt pröſpect 2 4 y iſſue to the important comeſt in 
whith'we are enga 17 only N in * wn 
exertions, and by en, Gr b Ee ef 
act vired, that we can \ hops to obtain the great e 2 2 to ; 
my views ate "unifornily directed, the 712248, of peace on ſuch 
ns as may be oben with pur permanent legarity,/ * 
with the "peneral tranquillity of Europe; e And Ponte 


1 11 


1 Gentlemen of the Hauſe of Commont, 4 70 S 4 ling; e. 
Treturm yeu m partieulat thanks for the edles 0 
meh wit x whic ou haye granted the needſhiry flip bp a 
9 you” = yn once rh ojes | 
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Ae with that part of che world, Ne | doubt n not, - ml 
d-angraent the important be benefits -w we. have already de- 
Fyed from thoſe valuable poſſaſſions! It has been impoſſible for 
me to ſee without concern. the embarraſſiment which has latel 
ariſen in the ſtate of commercial credit, but the ſteps Oy 
have taken to prevent che progreſs. of that evil appear al- 
Teady to have been productive of very ſalutary conſequences; 
Zand while they have afforded a ſtriking inſtance of your -atten- 
4ion'to'the intereſts of my people, their effect has furniſhed addi- 
tional reaſon to believe that the diſtreſs which has been felt 
proceeded from a concurrence of temporary cauſes, and not from 
Ay diminution of the real wealth, or apy fail ure in ehr e 
"Houle reſources; of the country. - 
I have mach ſatisfaction in refleQtiog on: the efectual protec- 
tion which I have been enabled to afford to the trade of my ſub- 
ſince the breaking out of the war; I am at the ſamè time 
TPerſasded, that if our commercial intereſts had unavoidably been 
affected to a more conſiderable extent, it would not have been 
ſorgotten that we are contending for our future ſecurity, and for 
the permanent preſervation of advantages the moſt ſtriking and 


che moſt valuable which any nation hes bogey VP! _ eng f of | 


Providenes, been permitted to enjoy. 


The LORD CHANCELLOR then 15 his Motel $ com- 
"and ei one Felde to the 1 5 &y of Wi beo 
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2 2 page 344 of the 3 e of this work mention 5s 


pet oy bo ger the ſecond reading of the Stockbridge e bribery, bill a 
-correſpandent. has favoured us with the fol owing authentic 
paper Which was not rive time cnopgh. to. Anders, in its 


proper place. 1 255704 1100 
NE. od nene 0 2; HOUSE oF - COMMONS, APRIL 1191795 
i. FRANCIS SPEECH VERBATIM, * 3 


O the Order of the . Day for the Second. Reading of the Bill for 
2% Preventing Bren at Fe ter. RESTO . n 


17 7 M. "SPEAKER, | „ 
My opinion on the nature and eſfeRt of this bill. may ec 
be fingulat;. and perhaps may be thought extraordinary but 10 


© 
CY 9 * N 
"I 74 
- 2 % » 


"is. ſerious and ſmeere. As Rahe: I ſhall deliver it without any 


other reſervo but that Which the forms of Parliament ohlige 
-me to obſerve... wa man muſt be ſenſible that; there gare 
a to this particular e 


are 


* 
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VVV St 
te fitter to be ſuggeſted and left to the reſſections of the Houſe, 
chan to- be: publicly argued in detail. Conſidering the actual 
ſtate of what is called the repreſentation of the Commons 
in Parliament, I am againſt this bill, and ſhall oppoſe every 
meuſute of this kind, that may be introduced hereafter on ſimilar 
| 88 what I am going to ſay, Sir, I do not mean or 
_ defire to make a particular application to the preſent Houſe of 
Commons. I look back to what has: been, and forward to 
what may be. My opinion relates to a general ſyſtem, which 
{believe to prevail univerſally through the kingdom, and of 
which it would be equally unneceſſary and diſorderly to ſelect 
the preſent Houſe of Commons as a diſtinguiſhed or prominent 
example. I deem this bill to be, in the firſt place, partial and 


. unjuſt in its penal operation; in the ſecond, - utterly uſeleſs 
: and ineffectual to its profeſſed or ſuppoſed: purpoſe; and finally, 
1 according to my view of the whole ſubject, not only not bene- 
1 -ficibl;-but likely to be injurious to the publie ſervice. In the 
r diſtribution of juſtice, particularly where great penalties are pro- 
i poſeu to be inflicted, I hold it to be an eſſential principle, that 
f equal meaſure ſhould be obſerved, alike and indifferently, to 
all men. We have no right to fix upon ſpecial inſtances, for 
the purpoſe of particular puniſhment, while we permit or con- 
7 nive at the general ſyſtem to which thoſe inſtances inſeparably 
| belong. They, whoſe minds are 1 to — wg 
too feeble to believe, that the conſtruction of the Houſe of — 
mons, in former times, has not been conſiderably influenced by 
{i money, that it has not been or is not likely to be the ſubject of 
Is pet N between the candidate and the @anftituent; 
4 will differ from me in my concluſion. But he who believes, 
1 a8 I do, that a ſyſtem of bribery and corruption prevails al- 
1 moſt univerſally, with the tacit conſent, at leaſt, of thoſe'who 
i ought and are able to correct it if they think it a bad one, will 
or 
i 
V 
e 
re Againſt! im you ate ſerere. The rich man offerz it Of him 
h yo tale uo notice. 6 ſhould l6dB-a little to 
re 5 | 3 . their 


| 


u Aire 


Judge in thigoaſs;” A bas heen ſaid by grutlemen who 
_ oppoaſe the bill, Eres mtg of legal ray 'the preſent in- 


ſtance, and the difficulty of obtaining ſuch evidence, as would 


juſtify the Houſe in paſſing à bill of pains and penalties.— 
For my part, Sir, I lay all tes cconfiderations out of the queſ- 
non. I take ht for! granted, that the particulars ſtated in the 
| — — are well founded. If L had heard e 
inſtance of che corruption in queſtion proved ſpecifically at 
ur ban; if 1 had ſeen the electors of "Stockbridge: take the 


Nou cannot puniſh when you refuſe or neglect to reform. The 
abuſe is and notorious. © The inftance you —— is 
nothing but a ſample of the practiee Ware permit. Do 

think that, * disfranchiſing theſe individuals, the printipal — 
of penal juſtice will in any degree be obtained? Do you be- 
lieve it will deter others, either high or low, from ſelling their 


intoreſt or their votes in other laces, or at this place, at 2 


future election? You know it will not. All the effect, to be 
expected from ſuch a meaſure as this, is to make other perſons, 
in a fimilar ſituation, a little more cautious in the form 01. their 


proceedings, a little more dexterous in the management of their 


vorropr engagements, and more careful of expoſing them- 
felves to be detected. Under pretence. of puniſhing bribery, 
in a particular caſe, all you do is to teach the leſſon, „and in- 
__ ruleate the n of adting \ with deeper. frand on other ge- 


If there be any truth. in theſe refletions; if it be. adbvitied, 


© Tk is muſt in the mind of every man, that this bill, 


wo or not in its immediate ap Ication, will, not deter 


»% recourſe to duch a meaſure can be of any advantage. to 
_ he public. = 

On my e and according to my view of. the ſubjebk. 
nothing can be more injurious to the public ſervice then to hold 
du te the. people- the 22 of. parliamentary vigour, 


in particular inſtances of corruption, vrhen, in fact, we are in- | 


different about the whole ſy „aud ſuffer it to take: its 
| eourſe without interruption or notice. The effect of. Ee pre- 
tended remedies,” theſe occaſiqual palliatives, I fear, will. be to 
Jull and ſtupiſy the people, already too dull and indifferent on the 
ſfußject of a parliamentary reform, and to deprive us of any 
ehance of a real effective remedy. e as. I do, that 2 
complete alteration in the conſtruction of the Houſe of Commons 


8 5 indiſpenſab ly TY to the preſervation. of the conftitu- | 


tion, 


* — 


their :confeiences before they vonture to uſſume mie offce of 


y, it would make no difference in my opinion of this bill. 


Deer a aA, H woos ab 
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8 to throw'a - 


veil over:the general abuſe, or to encburage the people in thinks 
ing chat a general comprehenſive — for an univerſal and 
— evil may be E with ſafety. - 41 
For my part. Sir, I ſeriouſſy and Glemnly, 9 -that, 
conſideting. all, the. cir of our ſituation; I think it 
would be ultimately more advantageous to the country, that the 
aduſe; of which we have . ſolitary example before us, 
' «ſhauld: be ſuffered to grow and increaſe as it has done, rather 
than, reſort./to the uſeleſs checks of ſuch occaſional bills as this ; 
wn then perhaps a time may come, when the evil ma cure it- 
ſelf, or when the public ſhamz and ſcandal of the — 
of olection may become ſo grols and enormous, that ts Hook 
eee eee eee eee 2 1 
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1 THE MANUFACTURERS AND. OTHER, INHABITANTS OF 
ruf TOWN AND NEIGHBOURHOOD OF Nor TINA. 

WAR is an evil of ſuch ſerious moment, that nothing but 
Abſolute neceſſity, and its _—_ the hf reſdüree 20 og 


evils, can juſtify any nation in having recourſe to it. 


to it. A commerce of the high oſperity, but de- 

ing on the moſt nice and delicate e muſt 
Tbolly difarranged by the operations of war. The excellence 
of our manufactures is nearly balanced by the High price at 
which they paſs to a foreign market. Wat will fo advance the 
from the increafed charge of infurance and the enhanced 


- price, 
rate of freight, that the foreign market will refuſe to receive 


them ther, or receive them in a very ſmall tion 
to the preſent demand: the manufactures of eg Ea kan 
therefore, on which fo much depends, will rapid! 


| fuchaſcene of diftrefs may with haſty ſtrides be ale he 6e 
| che kingdom as has never been expetienced in this * | 


This evil: is not a matter of mere conjecture; fr the v 
aer war, the evil has already commenced; the ma- — 4 
* * 0 3 


ſome time paſt been held up to the apyrehenſion of an king- - 
dom, but in no period could it have preſented itſelf with a face 
of more terror, as the condition of the kingdom never was more 
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ures 'of this town, to 3 eat amount / ready t6 baue beer 
bi = order, are ſuſpended from the increaſed rate of infuratice 
nd freight. The manufactures of ee and Manchiaſfor 
196 5 the ſhock—the dead ſtock of the merchant is actumu 
lating—the price of the material and of the manufature/is 
finking—and a general ation may be ſhortly apprehended. 
gn. the continuance, of 


vantages, and been wonderfully « enabled to bear up under the 


of great internal burthens; but theſe advantages will alt 
terminate, and theſe burthens will all preſs with their ful! 


weight upon us, from that mon ent that we abandon peace for 
_— It well deſerves conſideration alſo, that it will be 4 war 
of a ſingular character: if England join in it, almolt all Europe 


will be in hoſtility with France, and there will not be left one 8 


neutral naval power through whom the manufactures of Eng- 
land can be conveyed to a foreign market. In other 1 
alarming wars this has been a principal reſource of our 
commerce, and therefore werchants well know how fatal a 
deficiency of neutral ſhipping in à ſtate of war muſt be to our 
foreign\trade:.it muſt either to a great degree be abandoned, 

it muſt be hazarded on the ſeas as the rich and tempting kinder 
of a ſwarm of privateers. - Either will operate to the ane 


tion of our foreign trade, and this will be attended with the de- 


cay of our manufaftures, with the turning adrift the uſeful 
artizan, and committing him to idleneſs, to poverty, to a/patiſh 
maintenance. With decreaſed abilities — pariſh nende 
creaſe i in a degree RY which no one can aſſign a limit. ae 


0 0 1 le had great reſources; in her preſent 


lord diſtreſs may, and moſt probably will, enſue As 
Then "ougt t, then, to be reaſons: of the laſt neceſſity for which 
| wiſe 5 ſhould face ſuch, a train of evils, whick: will come 
OMe to gs of eyery individual, it is another argu- 
N. pin 155 preſent war, that no ſuch. reaſons can be 
adduce 2 internal character and conduc i of France: what 
ay: i MST: wiſdom to leave her to herſelf, to her Non 


1 What js, wiſe and good for ourſelves: Peace it that 
\ =and peace, We hope, may ver now be obtained with 
ä ant 1 10 A condiliated mind on the oo 


peace at home, and the diſordered 
of the reſt of Europe, England has derived peculiar ad- 


\ 55 7 ; y 
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has been enabled to encounter gra | 


s | her utmoſt abilities; and if the delicate 
Ci on wh ch ſhe hangs, be once diſturbed, an univerſal 


fi 0 or_ to her own virtues, and, with a diſpaſſioned mind, : 


A QO POR 5. mo M2 = mw my $5 ape. 


12 is, requilite, to diſperſe the , 
ar ET to pre e e our F country thoſe ble . * 


5 1 50 leſs deſtructive will be It operations: Whether 


& 46% "IHE eottownne 18 A copy, or THE. ; PETITION, 
Which. will. lie at the 'Cuance-Harr for Signatures, on naue 


dom and patriotiſm, ourſelves and our country may be reſcu 33 
tom the evil of an impending war, ſingulat in its character, n 


10 a ſeries of wars, many of Which With national digg 
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hich are always of "high value, but in our preſent | 
abfolutely inc mable: it is, therefore, tlie duty of eve 
paſſionate and humane lover of his Ae to op 


to 4 


bleſſed an end; it is that great and good work for which |: 
1 reckon on the 8 of ee ee i 


With — it is | propoſed te to offer 


ohne ieee oft e uh 4 
M Petition to the Houſe of Commons i in on e bf a . with | 
ib 18 its A Ht Ls. 91 + France, 


8 12 

ore wh he lebenden is to. this addreſs 3 bah 2-peti- | 

pov to. the good ſenſe and patriotiſm of this town and 
Kbongn war has already commenced, ' pacification | 

myſt be in view; and the ſooner the provocations of war ter- 


PI 


aft in, this petition: for peace, it will be the glory of this 
acturing town to have contributed, by ane ne aid. 
tuous Hort, to an own, ene d to | the he proper F 4 
county. 10 10 931 139 . 112 | 
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e 25th of February Inſt. and the allowing days, Howe 
0 e in 2 Morning till ive in the vening. 7 ig 


4 ien 
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WE, the: merchant-manufaQturers, traders, and” ether lg 
habitants of the town of Nottingham, and its e 
approach your honourable Houſe, as the guardian of the public 
peace and welfare, and pray that, by the interpoſitiori'of your wiſ- 


—— 


founded: on the uſual cauſes of war; which has no f 
jet in view; no definite proſpect of termination, u 
abſolute conqueſt of a-numerous and powerful people am 
arduous, if not impracticable attempt; and which, in che preſent 
circumſtances of Great Britain, muſt 'be attended with heay 
fuffering, without the probability of any gain or acquiſition tt 
coinpentate for this ſuffering. © © 


= 


PO 


might have been avoided, we owe the immenſe Toad of debt, 
which bears with the moſt oppreflive 1 on eier kde dae. 
and which nothing but the ſin 

commerce could enable theſe dae o fe 


_- ſource 9 10 this ra ent 18 beute. A Ye | pray, | y he 
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eee. Houſe rg Pome __ to be do- 
| yed, nor your country to cipate in the.miſery, - 
. ticipating ths folly 7 other nations. To 2 W 8 — | 
which we fear is irredeemable, and to an amount which no one 
can calcylate, ought to be juſtified by the laſt neceſſity; nothing 
but the very being and preſervation of our coull 
reconcile it to the national will. Every thing in our preſent 
- circumſtances is adverſe to war; the ef of ee ted of 
all the neceſſaries and comforts of life, every day advancing, and 
hardly ſupported by the utmoſt exertions of induſtry. and in- 
genuity ; the alarming progreſs of the poor rates; a wide range of 
taxation, which embraces every form of property and cramps 
movement of the ſubject; together with that delicate, 
balance between the. excellence and the price of ous, manufac- 
tures, on which our foreign commerce depends, all with one 
| ominous voice repel the thought of war.—MPar will increaſe 
every one of theſe internal burthens, and co-operating with 
them, diminiſh or ruin that trade on which all depends, the en- 
joyments as well as the reſources of our common country. 

We pray it therefore of your honourable Houſe, that in your 
goodneſs you will attend to the ſupplications of your country, 
and in your wiſdom avert an evil which has but barely com- 
meneed, and which a pacific diſpoſition in your honourable = 
Houſe cannot fail to diſpel. To you and to the protection of 
the God of Peace we recommend ourſelves, our fellow-citizens, 


and the impending fate of Britain. | 1 955 
The petition was ordered to lie on the table of the Houſe of 
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